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Schemes & Schemers
A New York-Based Scheme to Disrupt
President Madison’s Plans for the 1812 Election
1. Armstrong, John: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM JOHN
ARMSTRONG TO GEN. JOHN SMITH, OUTLINING THE POLITICAL MACHINATIONS FOR THE 1812 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION].
Red Hook, N.Y. April 6, 1812. [2]pp. plus integral address leaf. Folio. Old folds.
Small loss to address leaf from wax seal, not affecting text. Minor soiling. Very
good plus. In a green half cloth clamshell case, gilt paper label.
John Armstrong writes to Gen. John Smith, detailing a New York-based plan to
disrupt President Madison’s plans for the 1812 election and get DeWitt Clinton
elected vice president. Armstrong was a Madison supporter, and his letter relates
with some pleasure the details of this unsuccessful plot.
John Armstrong, Jr. (1758-1843) served as aide-de-camp to Gen. Hugh Mercer
and Gen. Horatio Gates during the American Revolution. Encouraged by other
members of Gates’ staff, he anonymously penned the controversial “Newburgh
Addresses,” calling for Congress to address the Army’s grievances, particularly
a lack of pay. This was widely interpreted as an affront to Gen. Washington’s
authority, and though Washington understood Armstrong’s motives and forgave
him, a stigma nonetheless haunted the rest of Armstrong’s career, hampering his
later efforts to run for office. He served as Minister to France from 1804 to
1810, again involving himself in controversial pamphleteering. Though he was
snubbed by the Madison government upon his return to the U.S., he supported
war with Britain and thus supported the government; as a reward for his support
he was appointed Secretary of War in 1813. Although Armstrong succeeded in
organizing and administrating, his tendency toward micromanagement put him
into direct conflict with his commanders in the field. By 1814 relations were
strained not only with military commanders, but with the President and Secretary
of State as well. When Washington, D.C. was burned by the British, the city’s
inhabitants blamed Armstrong for lax defense and called for his replacement;
instead, he resigned in disgust, which some took as a tacit admission of guilt.

In this letter Armstrong relates news he received second-hand regarding the activities of Thomas Sammons, a U.S. Congressman from New York. Sammons was
sent to Albany to conjure support for DeWitt Clinton’s run for the presidency,
but the legislature was dismissed before he arrived. The nomination, it seems,
was intended to scare Madison into taking Clinton as his vice president (George
Clinton, DeWitt Clinton’s uncle, served as Madison’s vice president during his
first term, before dying in office in 1813). Madison was apparently not frightened enough, as he ran with Elbridge Gerry as his vice presidential nominee for
his second term.
Armstrong writes:
“It is probable that you are acquainted with the mission of [Thomas] Sammons
from Washington to Albany; if you are not, you may be amused with the following anecdote. The plenipo has a brother who lives at Rhinebeck Flatts, with
whom he stopped for the night. Soon after his arrival, the Albany stage arrived
& brought the news of the prorogation of the legislature ‘till May next. This
intelligence threw the old man so entirely of[f] his guard that he swore it was
done not so much to repeal the bank, as to defeat the object of his mission, and
then proceeded to details as follows. Viz: that he had been sent to Albany with
a proposition from the mal-contents at Washington to the legislature of the state,
the object of which was, to obtain for Mr. C. [i.e. DeWitt Clinton] a nomination
as president; that they had hopes that Maryland & Pennsylvania would give him
their support also that to secure the latter, Mr. Gregg must be named as V.P. &
that the federalists would unite in this arrangement.
“When the brother ventured to raise some objections to this plan and the Col.
had a little cooled, he went on to explain the secret which lay at the bottom of
all this: ‘We do not expect to carry him as President, but as V.P. Madison will
be frightened at the competition & will engage his friends to do it away by taking D.W. as successor to his uncle. We waited on the latter to know whether
he would serve, and having got his answer, I set out to put the Albany people in
motion according to previous agreement.’ These facts the brother has communicated to such as he thought he could safely confide them & from one of these
I received them. By the bye, this plan exactly comports with that you suggest as
going on at Washington. I have seen no one directly from Albany, but M. Rudd
of Poughkeepsie who left that a week ago says, that had Sammons arrived before
the prorogation, his mission would have failed & that the present legislature would
not have made a counter-nomination. The prorogation will make another scism
[sic] in our party here. You have seen the pro & the con on that subject. The
mass of the party will I think be with the Governor [i.e. Daniel D. Tompkins].”
Armstrong, who was pro-war, closes with a remark on the impending war with
Britain: “We have just heard that you are about to send another minister to England; if so, the clouds must be scattering and your war business will require no
great effort to manage it.”
$1500.

Auctions Injurious and Bad for Trade
2. [Auctions]: [New York]: AUCTIONS INCONSISTENT WITH REGULAR TRADE, AND INJURIOUS TO THE CITY. ADDRESSED TO THE
PEOPLE OF NEW-YORK. New York: Printed by Van Winkle, Wiley & Co.,
1817. 16pp. Dbd., stitching loose. Moderate tanning and foxing. Good.
An early discourse on American trade and price inequalities, particularly with Great
Britain. The author complains that British trade practices are having injurious
effects on New York merchants, and, by extrapolation, on the financial health
of the republic in the wake of the War of 1812. Most vigorously condemned
is speculation and “the auctioneering system.” With regard to the former, the
author writes that “it is generally the bubble by which the crafty and dishonest
make their fortunes out of the credulous and weak. It knows no regular course,
overturns all established order, and is the leech which drains off the vital blood
of society.” No longer confined to land, speculation has reached all aspects of
commerce, including “goods, wares, merchandise, utensils, books” through the
evils of auctioneering:
“Every article, which can be conveyed to an auction, is now worked through that
fashionable machine of polite, and licensed swindling, and under a combination
of circumstances strongly tending to the annihilation of regular trade, comes to
the purchaser in such a rapid fluctuation of prices, as to destroy all notions of its
comparative importance and intrinsic value, and with it the immensely important
doctrine of equivalents in regular business.”
The author continues with details on how auctions work, including selling below
cost, the dependence on inferior goods, and the use of false invoices, and their
deleterious effects. The “Wiley” in the imprint is Charles Wiley, whose son
John went on to form the eponymous publishing house, still in operation today.
SABIN 54106. SHAW & SHOEMAKER 40039.
$400.

Clicking on any item – text or image – will take you to our website
for easy ordering and to view any additional images.

tear in center fold expertly repaired,
with no loss. Near fine.
An interesting and evocative letter
from George Catlin regarding his
life’s work and the future of his Indian
paintings. Financial troubles plagued
Catlin throughout his life, and in this
letter, written to his close friend, artist
George Harvey, he relates a plan by
which he might sell his collections
to the French government. Catlin
writes, in part:

A Wonderful George Catlin Letter
3. Catlin, George: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM GEORGE
CATLIN TO AMERICAN ARTIST GEORGE HARVEY, RELATING AN
OFFER FROM THE FRENCH EMPEROR TO BUY CATLIN’S AMERICAN
INDIAN PAINTINGS]. Ostende. November 20, 1864. [4]pp. written on a single
folded 8 x 10-inch sheet. Old stain along lower portion of center fold. One small

“...by the enclosed letter from Paris
[not included here, as Harvey apparently returned it to Catlin (see below)]
– from the Emperor’s house, you will
see I have a ‘nibble,’ a symptom. This
is a plan started without my knowledge
(as this letter was the first I heard of
it) in Paris by Monsieur Mérimeé,
a member of Deputies, & Marshall
Vaillant, Minister of the Emperor’s
household, as you see, and, as you will
say, ‘all the better.’ The gentleman
who wrote the letter came expressly
from Paris & spent a day with me to
get my terms, inventory &c of my
collections & has returned to Paris, to
make his ‘Rapport.’ I have furnished
him the following items – to make
them short – for 50,000 dollars I will
agree to sell my entire collection of
North Amn Indian paintings & Indian
manufacturies, as exhibited in Paris
(furnishing them the catalogue) together with my collections made west
of the Rocky Mountains in 1856 & 1857. I will agree to proceed immediately
to N. York and take my collections all to Paris, spend an entire year in finishing
up the paintings and arranging them, the gov’t – engaging to have ready at that
time a hall sufficiently large to show to advantage the whole collections – with a
central sky-light, lighting equally and clearly both walls, allowing me to arrange
& classify the collections in my own way – the said hall – to perpetuate the collection in such hall [the previous three words struck through] under the title of

my life, above the atmosphere of thieves and
blackguards. These gentlemen are setting
a high value on my works, but I have not a
particle of faith in the Emperor.
“The plan is so far in secrecy, not a soul here
knowing anything of it, and I wish you, at
present, to keep it close. Be good enough
in your next, to enclose the Paris letter.”
Catlin closes with a comment on the still
ongoing American Civil War: “I have been
so anxiously awaiting the news from N. York,
and which we ought to have rec’d yesterday
or today, that I am almost too nervous to
write – I am imagining bloodshed & fires
in the northern cities, at the time of the
Election & I shall be thankful to Heaven if
it has been avoided.”

‘Catlin’s N. Amn Indian Collection’ and the 50,000 dollars to be paid when the
collection is finished and arranged.
“What may grow out of this I can’t tell – it may, possibly, result in the sale of
my collection, though so un-like my luck, that I don’t believe it – yet ‘stranger
things have happened.’ If it should so happen, none can better appreciate than
yourself, the satisfaction I should feel in seeing the works of my toilsome life
thus treasured up and protected for the world to gaze at after I am off, – and the
satisfaction it would afford me of being elevated for a little time, just at the end of

George Harvey (1800-78), a British-born artist who moved to the United States in 1820,
was best known for his portraits, landscapes,
and “atmospheric views.” In 1841 he published Harvey’s Scenes in the Primitive Forests
of North America in a very small edition. He
was one of George Catlin’s most loyal friends,
and it was Harvey who arranged for the
exhibition of Catlin’s paintings in New York
when Catlin returned to the United States
after thirty years abroad. Harvey wrote a
very sympathetic appreciation of Catlin for
the New York Evening Post in December 1872
the day after Catlin died, in which he proposed a plan to permanently exhibit
Catlin’s Indian paintings in New York.
As it turned out, Catlin’s paintings were not sold to the French government, nor
were they permanently exhibited in New York. Much of his work was saved by
the intercession of Philadelphia locomotive tycoon Joseph Harrison, eventually
finding its way to the Smithsonian Institution and the National Gallery of Art.
Any substantive letter from George Catlin, especially one so clearly relating his
ongoing frustrations with marketing and placing his work, is rare in the market.
$7500.

Coahuila and Texas Officially Adopts the Plan of Jalapa
4. [Coahuila and Texas]: [Bangs, Samuel]: GOBIERNO SUPREMO DEL ESTADO LIBRE DE COAHUILA Y TEJAS. EL GOBERNADOR DEL ESTADO
DE COAHUILA Y TEJAS A TODOS SUS HABITANTES, SABED: QUE EL
CONGRESO DEL MISMO ESTADO HA DECRETADO LO SIGUIENTE.
DECRETO NUMERO 108 [caption title]. Leona Vicario [Saltillo]: [Samuel
Bangs], December 31, 1829. Broadside decree, 12¼ x 8½ inches. In Spanish, ink
notation in manuscript at top, “No. 6” and two notations at bottom, a “Nota” and
one reading “Al Alcalde Verico(?) de Allende.” Folio. Minor marginal staining,
light foxing. Very good. Untrimmed.
A rare Mexican Texas legal decree in which the state government of Coahuila and
Texas officially adopt the Plan of Jalapa, which aimed to restore greater governing authority to the various Mexican state. This decree was printed by Samuel
Bangs, the most prominent printer in Texas history. This copy was issued to the
mayor of Allende, Coahuila, located about forty miles south of the Rio Grande.
It is signed in type by José María Viesca, the governor of Coahuila y Tejas at
the time of its printing, and his secretary Santiago del Valle, with both of their
manuscript rubrics following their printed names.
In the present decree (translated into English in Kimball), the state congress of
Coahuila and Texas “hereby declares its adoption of the plan of the army of reserve,
proclaimed in Jalapa.” The Congress plans to make further “observations as occur”
to them in the next session, and then makes a rather bold proclamation related
to public order in the third article: “Should any citizen, of whatever class, excite
commotion, compromising the public safety under pretence of joy for this event,
he shall on sole investigation of the fact, be deemed guilty of a capital crime.”
The Plan of Jalapa was a controversial political manuever proclaimed on December 4, 1829, in which Mexican political leaders inside the military publicly
discredited centralist President Vicente Guerrero and eventually replaced him with
Anastasio Bustamante, who vowed to restore the federalist form of government
in Mexico. After taking over the presidency, Bustamante filled his cabinet with
so-called “good men” but the political fallout led to clashes between centralist
and federalist forces in several Mexican states. The military reservists called for
in the Plan of Jalapa and referred to in the present document were called on to
support Bustamante’s government, though it was always difficult for any Mexican
government during the Texas colonial period to recruit any lasting military force
in the far-flung northern territory of Texas. It was especially difficult to do so
after a steady stream of Americans and Europeans began to stream into the state
in the late 1820s and early 1830s.
The present decree was printed by Samuel Bangs, the most famous printer in Texas
history. According to Texas bibliographer and bookseller John H. Jenkins, Samuel
Bangs was also the “first printer in Texas, the first printer in three Mexican states,
and the first printer west of the Louisiana Purchase.” From about 1817 until his
death in 1854, Bangs served as a printer for the Mina expedition, the Mexican

government before the Texas Revolution (including the states of Tamaupilas and
Coahuila y Tejas), various printing shops in the United States, and in various cities
in the Republic of Texas, mainly Houston and Galveston. He has been the subject
of two book-length biographical/bibliographic treatments: Lota M. Spell’s Pioneer
Printer and Jenkins’ Printer in Three Republics. Bangs printed the present work
during his time as official printer to the state legislature of Coahuila and Texas,
which had lured him away from the government of Tamaulipas in 1828. Despite
his rather prolific output, Bangs imprints are rarely encountered in today’s market.
Jenkins cites only one copy, at the University of Texas at Austin. OCLC adds
only the copy at Yale, in a serial record.
An exceedingly rare document printed by Samuel Bangs in which the state of
Coahuila and Texas aligns itself with the new government of Bustamante.
KIMBALL, p.137. JENKINS, PRINTER IN THREE REPUBLICS 318. SPELL
258. OCLC 173724746.
$1750.

Plans for a First National Gallery of Art,
by a Student of Charles Bird King
5. Cooke, George E.: PROSPECTUS, FOR A NATIONAL GALLERY
OF PAINTINGS. [with:] [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, UNSIGNED, FROM
SOUTHERN ARTIST GEORGE E. COOKE REGARDING HIS PLAN TO
ESTABLISH A NATIONAL GALLERY IN NEW ORLEANS]. New Orleans.
[1844]. [1]p. printed prospectus, plus [2]pp. autograph letter, signed, written on
recto and verso of prospectus, letter dated at May 28, 1844 at Athens, Georgia.
Old folds, slight separations at edges and corners of folds (no loss of text). Uneven
tanning. About very good overall.
A detailed and friendly unsigned letter from artist George E. Cooke to “My dear
English,” written on an otherwise unrecorded prospectus for Cooke’s “National
Gallery” in New Orleans. Cooke’s project was an early and ambitious attempt at
establishing a gallery of art for the American people, but was short-lived. Cooke
himself was a significant figure in the 19th-century American art world, having
studied with and assisted painter Charles Bird King.
Writing on his way south via steamboat, Cooke begins with a glowing report on
the status of his project:
“Of its success I have the most incouraging assurances from many of the most
respectable citizens to whom I was introduced – 200 of whom have already subscribed – unsolicited, and several editors of the most influential journals have
tendered me their hearty support. An architect is engaged to prepare a house and
I have deposited the funds with a friend to meet the expenditures....”
The project itself was to establish a permanent gallery of paintings, open December
through June of each year. As Cook explains in the printed prospectus: “It will
consist of the works of native or foreign artists, of ancient or modern paintings,
originals and copies [likely by Cooke himself] of the celebrated works in Europe.”
Cooke promises “a succession of new and interesting works from the pencils of
our most eminent artists...[to] not only improve the public taste, but enrich the
collections of amateurs; as the object is to dispose of paintings exhibited, that
others may supply their place and furnish a pleasing variety.” Cooke estimates
annual expenses at $2000, to be paid via subscribers; subscriptions are set at “$5
for a gentleman and his family, or $2 50 for a single person....Thus two hundred
families and twice as many individuals will be furnished with a delightful place
of resort for amusement and instruction, and where their children may cultivate
a taste for the fine arts, at a trivial expense.”
The rest of the autograph letter features Cooke relating his travels from Pittsburgh.
Their first stop was Cincinnati, which Cooke found repulsive:
“We arrived at Cincinnati on New Years day and found the Queen City reeking
in blood and grease from hecatombs of slain hogs, with a taste for the fine arts as
refined as their occupation – and the keeper of my paintings, who had preceeded
me, having abandoned this place after one day’s exhibition, and proceeded to

Louisville. We followed him after four days survey of its unpolished society,
where carriages are almost as scarce as at Venice and where the ton trudge to
evening revels, illumined by a farthing lamp they carry in their hands. Wealth or
money is the God of their idolatry, but comfort or elegance they know nothing
of. We found things much better at Louisville and in the circle of many polite
acquaintances there....”
Unfortunately, the rainy weather brought ill health for Cooke’s wife, Maria, so
they moved on to Paducah, Memphis, and finally New Orleans, which proved
much more conducive to her health. Cooke also includes an in-depth description of the steamship, or “floating palace,” they took on their trip: “her length
was 275 feet her cabin 175, carpeted with brussels, hung with glass chandeliers,
and ornamented with mirrors, she was 85 feet in height from keel; bedrooms 8
by 10 and her cargo 1300 ton, besides a barge in tow carrying 500 tons more –
her freight was worth $8000 and her time in descending from St. Louis was 7
days – without the barge, it would have been five – such was the steamer Maria.”
George E. Cooke (1793-1849) was an itinerant portrait painter, and was one of
the best-known Southern painters of the 19th century. He studied with Charles
Bird King in Washington, D.C., and then spent several years in France and Italy
studying classical and Renaissance art. In 1816, he married Mary (Maria) Ann
Heath, daughter of Virginia congressman John Heath, and sister of James E.
Heath, editor of the Southern Literary Messenger, to which Cooke contributed. In
1837, Cooke returned to Washington and assisted King in painting his celebrated
portraits of Native American leaders, which were subsequently reproduced as
hand-colored lithographs in McKenney and Hall’s History of the Indian Tribes of
North America. Cooke’s National Gallery was a modest success, and opened as
planned in 1844 with additional support from Alabama industrialist Daniel Pratt
and local collector James Robb, featuring works by painters such as Thomas Sully,
Emanuel Leutze, and Daniel Huntington (as well as Cooke, of course). Cooke
also ran a private gallery for Pratt at Pratt’s home, featuring Cooke’s paintings
exclusively. Cooke died in 1849 after contracting cholera in New Orleans. The
Gallery did not survive him.
Letters by Cooke are rare, whether in the trade or among institutional holdings.
$1750.

and Soulé – met secretly at Ostend, Belgium
in late 1854 to draft a plan to either buy Cuba
from Spain or force Spain to give up Cuba by
inciting a Cuban revolution. The plan met
with overwhelming opposition once it was
made public in America.
In the present political cartoon Buchanan is
attacked for his role in the Ostend controversy.
He is surrounded by four armed ruffians seeking
to rob him of his coat, hat, watch, and money, a
particularly sharp turn-about on the American
minister to Great Britain. The muggers’ demands include quotations from the manifesto,
which is pasted to the fence at right. Buchanan
calls out: “Why! Why! This is rank robbery!
Help! Help! All honest men!”

Trying to Grab Cuba
6. [Cuba]: [Buchanan, James]: [THE “OSTEND DOCTRINE.” PRACTICAL
DEMOCRATS CARRYING OUT THE PRINCIPLE]. [New York: Nathaniel
Currier, 1856]. Broadside, 10 x 13 inches. Foxed, bottom right corner chipped.
Lower margin trimmed, costing the title. Good only. Framed under glass.
A scarce political cartoon regarding the controversial Ostend Manifesto, the
initially-secret attempt by the United States to purchase Spanish-controlled
Cuba. Earlier, President Franklin Pierce had instructed Pierre Soulé, upon his
appointment as minister to Spain in April 1853, to negotiate to buy Cuba. Three
American foreign ministers serving in Europe – James Buchanan, John Y. Mason,

The fallout from the Ostend controversy was widespread. President Pierce’s
Democratic Party split asunder after he refused to continue any discussions of
the plan or any other expansionist ideas; Soulé understandably resigned; and the
international community saw it as a threat to Spanish sovereignty in the region.
Oddly enough, James Buchanan was not too hurt by the controversy; he was
easily elected president in 1856, and still harbored hope for Cuban annexation.
He was smart enough, however, to table the Cuba question for the foreseeable
future after meeting with both popular opposition and increasingly bitter sectional
conflict, the latter only spurred on by incidents such as the Ostend controversy.
CURRIER & IVES: CATALOGUE RAISONNÉ 5021. NEVINS & WEITENKAMPF, p.72-73.
$2000.

With a Section of “Merry Jests”
7. [Daboll, Nathan]: BICKERSTAFF’S IMPROVED ALMANACK, FOR THE
YEAR OF OUR LORD, 1785.... Norwich, Printed and Sold by John Trumbull,
[1784]. [24]pp. 12mo. Gathered signatures, stitched. Edges worn with tears into
text on the final two leaves. Unobtrusive stab hole through lower inside corner of
all pages, widens towards the end and touches some text. Contemporary ownership
signature on two leaves. Overall a quite clean copy. Very good.
This Bickerstaff almanac is attributed to Benjamin West of Providence by Evans,
but is more likely the work of Connecticut textbook author and mathematician
Nathan Daboll, whose 1785 Freebetter almanac features identical calculations
to this one. The usual astronomical notes and calendars are followed by a series
of “Merry Jests,” including a two-page story about a cobbler’s wife and chimney
sweep’s devilish scheme to improve her husband’s behavior. The last page also
contains a brief advertisement for stationery and other titles to be sold by John
Trumbull of Norwich. The contemporary manuscript signature of one Enoch
Peirce, originally from Massachusetts but living in Connecticut by the 1750s, is
present in the margins of the second and third pages. Occasional other marginal
notes are evident, but are mostly trimmed.
DRAKE 371. EVANS 18879. ESTC W25615.
$275.

British colonies in the Caribbean, and would eventually culminate in his appointment as lieutenant governor of Virginia. As
Virginia’s acting governor he would play a crucial role on the
colonial frontier in the early years of the French and Indian War.

The Future Governor of Virginia Begins His Colonial Career
8. [Dinwiddie, Robert]: [MANUSCRIPT BRITISH ROYAL COMMISSION
ON VELLUM APPOINTING ROBERT DINWIDDIE AS INSPECTOR
GENERAL OF CUSTOMS FOR THE COLONIES OF BARBADOS AND
THE LEEWARD ISLANDS]. London. March 29, 1739. Original manuscript
document on vellum, 13¾ x 16¾ inches. Embossed paper seal of the British
Customs Commissioners Office affixed to the left margin on the recto; and three
small, blue, paper tax stamps (totaling 18 pence) affixed to upper margin on recto.
Small paper seal of King George II affixed to verso. Old folds. Lightly soiled.
Very good. Matted.
This manuscript British royal commission appoints Robert Dinwiddie to the
position of inspector general of Customs for the Colonies of Barbados and the
Leeward Islands. It was issued near the beginning of a long career as a colonial
administrator that saw Dinwiddie ardently root out financial corruption in the

Dinwiddie came from a family of traders and merchants, and in
1727 he was made collector of customs for Bermuda. In 1738 his
purview was expanded, and he was appointed surveyor-general
of the Royal Customs for the Southern Part of America, which
included the Bahamas, Jamaica, and the American colonies from
Pennsylvania southward. The present commission was issued just
a year later, and appoints Dinwiddie as inspector general of duties
for Barbados and the Leeward Islands, including investigating
the “Dutys of Four and a half percent payable to His Majesty.”
Dinwiddie had uncovered customs frauds in Barbados and the
Leeward Islands in 1738, and this commission officially invests
him with powers “for examining into the behavior and conduct of
the Surveyor General, the Collectors, the Comptrollers, Searchers,
and all other officers, clerks and persons appointed or employ’d
in the managing charging or collecting the said Dutys according to such orders and instructions as we have already or shall
hereafter give to the said Dinwiddie for that purpose.” In this
office he would charge several customs officials, including Edward
Lascelles, with false entries, fraudulent sales, and corruption, and
dismiss them from office. Dinwiddie was praised and criticized
for his activities in Barbados, and the royal customs commissioners later characterized his work as proceeding with “more zeal
than prudence” (see ANB). His greatest fame in the American
colonies came with his appointment as lieutenant governor (and
de facto acting governor) of Virginia. In 1753 he sent George
Washington to push French commissioners south of the Great
Lakes to abdicate lands claimed by Virginia. Dinwiddie’s demand
and the French rejection of it was one of the precipitating factors
in the French and Indian War, and he was a significant early patron of George
Washington’s military career.
The present customs appointment is signed in manuscript by Lord Thomas Fairfax (1693-1781), proprietor of the Northern Neck of Virginia, as well as three
of his colleagues in the Customs Commissioners Office, including John Evelyn
and R. Corbet. Descended by his mother of the Culpeper family, which had for
generations been intimately involved with Virginia affairs, Fairfax played an active role in the colony’s frontier development, first venturing there in 1735, then
permanently residing in Virginia from 1747 until his death in 1781. In 1754, at
the request of Gov. Dinwiddie, Fairfax assumed duties as a lieutenant in Virginia’s
frontier militia. “[Dinwiddie’s] career as colonial administrator was marked by
vision, strength, attention to detail, and untiring energy. As the man who precipitated the struggle which brought about the downfall of New France, he is a
figure of first importance in the early history of the American continent” – DAB.
DAB V, pp.316-17. ANB 6, pp.620-21.
$2850.

Important Work on the Darien Colony
9. [Ferguson, Robert]: A JUST AND MODEST VINDICATION OF THE
SCOTS DESIGN, FOR THE HAVING ESTABLISHED A COLONY AT
DARIEN. WITH A BRIEF DISPLAY, HOW MUCH IT IS IN THEIR INTEREST, TO APPLY THEMSELVES TO TRADE, AND PARTICULARLY
TO THAT WHICH IS FOREIGN. [Edinburgh?] 1699. [30],214pp. 19th-century
three-quarter calf and marbled boards, spine gilt, leather label. Extremities lightly
worn. Contemporary bookplate on front pastedown. Minor toning and scattered
foxing. Very good.
First edition of an important work relating to the famous Darien scheme to establish a Scottish colony on the Isthmus of Darien (now Panama). Led by William
Paterson, founder of the Bank of England, the scheme was the first attempt to
turn that area into an “emporium” for world commerce. The first settlers left
Scotland in June 1698, but within a year they had encountered so many problems
that the original group returned in defeat. The Vindication... was written when
the colony was about to be abandoned. The author defends its purposes and
commercial interests by attacking those who favor abdicating it. He hopes that
if the company fails altogether, another Scottish trading company will replace it
somewhere else.
ESTC R21931. WING F742. GOLDSMITHS’ 3583. SABIN 32340. KRESS
2116. EUROPEAN AMERICANA 699/77.
$3000.

First Edition in English
10. Figueroa, Jose: THE MANIFESTO, WHICH THE GENERAL OF
BRIGADE, DON JOSE FIGUEROA, COMMANDANT-GENERAL AND
POLITICAL CHIEF OF U. CALIFORNIA, MAKES TO THE MEXICAN
REPUBLIC, IN REGARD TO HIS CONDUCT AND THAT OF THE
SNRS. D. JOSE MARIA DE HIJARS AND D. JOSE MARIA PADRES, AS
DIRECTORS OF COLONIZATION IN 1833 AND 1834. San Francisco:
Herald Office, 1855. 104,[1]pp. Contemporary purple sheep, tooled in gilt, title
lettered in gilt on front board. Boards a bit sunned, shelfworn and rubbed, backstrip chipped and worn, hinges reinforced. Three bookplates on front pastedown,
ink stamp of Saint Rose’s Convent of San Francisco on titlepage and in margin of
eight text pages. Small puncture hole in lower portion of front board, carrying
on into lower margin of most of the text leaves. Scattered minor foxing. Good.
In a brown cloth slipcase.
The scarce first English-language edition of Figueroa’s defense of his conduct
in a California colonization plan, following the extremely rare first edition of
1835, which was the first book-length imprint from Agustin Zamorano’s pioneer
California press. This copy is bound in contemporary purple sheep, as is often
found; other copies are known in printed wrappers.
Hijar and Padres planned an ambitious project of colonizing California in the
early 1830s, which brought to California many families who played a prominent
role in the development of the province. The Mexican government secularized
the missions in 1833, and the expectation was that the families would take possession of the mission lands. Hijar and Padres themselves expected to be given
governmental positions of importance. Orders from Mexico countermanded the
promises, and Figueroa, governor of California, refused to hand over the lands,
for which he was criticized.
This edition is quite rare, and Howes affords it a “c” rating. This copy with an
interesting provenance, bearing the bookplate of Zamorano 80 author Winfield J.
Davis (author of History of Political Conventions in California, 1849-1892), as well
as Allen Knight (featuring a California Big Tree), and noted collector Daniel
Volkmann.
COWAN, p.210. GRAFF 1320. GREENWOOD 562. HOWES F122, “c.” JONES
1330. SABIN 98728. STREETER SALE 2784. ZAMORANO 80, 37 (note).
$5500.

Urging the Crown to Support the Darien Colony
11. [Foyer, Archibald]: [“Philo-Caledon,” pseudonym]: A DEFENCE OF
THE SCOTS SETTLEMENT AT DARIEN. WITH AN ANSWER TO THE
SPANISH MEMORIAL AGAINST IT. AND ARGUMENTS TO PROVE
THAT IT IS THE INTEREST OF ENGLAND TO JOIN WITH THE
SCOTS, AND PROTECT IT. TO WHICH IS ADDED, A DESCRIPTION
OF THE COUNTRY, AND A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF THE SCOTS
COLONY. Edinburgh: 1699. [8],86,pp. Modern three-quarter speckled calf over
marbled boards, gilt label. Light shelf wear. Text slightly toned, leaf C2 with two
short tears, one just touching text, otherwise quite clean. Very good.
The Scottish attempt to establish a colony in Panama, also known as the Darien
scheme, proved to be a spectacular failure. Disease, poor planning, in-fighting,
and opposition from Spain and England combined to ruin any hope of the venture’s success, and of 2500 colonists, only a few hundred survived. This failure
proved difficult for Scots at home as well; an enormous amount of the country’s
resources were poured into the project, and their financial and political position
was greatly weakened, helping to enable Acts of Union of 1706 and 1707. The
struggles and eventual failure of the colony were the subject of heated debate,
and the present work is one of many that either attack or defend the venture.
The main thrust made by the author, apparently Archibald Foyer, “according
to a manuscript note in the librarian’s copy of the Catalogue of the New College Library (Edin. 1868),” is for increased support from the English Crown,
which was reluctant to provoke the Spanish by getting involved. Also included
is a brief description of the flora, fauna, and indigenous peoples of the isthmus,
mostly based on Lionel Wafer’s account from 1681, along with a description of
the status of the colony as of 1698, including details on Scottish and indigenous
leaders. Although commonly attributed to Foyer, Sabin attributes this work to
Whig journalist George Ridpath, Hill and European Americana to John Hamilton,
Baron Belhaven, and still others to Andrew Fletcher of Saltoun. Whoever may
have penned this defense, it was popular in its day, with four different printings
appearing in 1699. A rebuttal to this work, presumably by Walter Harris (“PhiloBritan”), was printed later the same year.
SCOTT, DARIEN 67. ESTC R40261. EUROPEAN/AMERICANA 699/14. JCB
(4):381. KRESS 2117. SABIN 78211. HILL 107.
$1500.

A Nervous Letter from Robber Baron Jay Gould
as His Enemies Advance
12. Gould, Jay: [MANUSCRIPT LETTER, SIGNED, FROM FINANCIER
JAY GOULD TO LAWYER EDWARDS PIERREPONT, REGARDING A
POTENTIAL INVESTIGATION OF HIS ERIE RAILWAY COMPANY
BY THE INTERNAL REVENUE]. New York, N.Y. February 6, 1871. [1]
p. on a folded folio sheet, with original stamped envelope with postmark. Old
folds. Closed tear to integral blank, some smudging to ink at letter edges, but
still quite readable. Very good.
An anxious letter from infamous railroad tycoon Jay Gould, to prominent lawyer
and railroad investor, Edwards Pierrepont, about a rumored investigation of
Gould’s Erie Railway Company. Gould’s takeover of the Erie railroad in the
late 1860s brought him many legal troubles and a good amount of negative
publicity. In this letter he reaches out to the recently out-of-office United
States Attorney for the Southern District of New York, asking Pierrepont to
let him know if he is indeed to be the subject of a federal investigation. This
letter is an excellent example of the ways in which the wealthy and powerful
attempted to stay ahead of the law in the Gilded Age.
Composed in a secretarial hand on letterhead of the “President’s Office,”
marked “Personal” and signed by Gould, the letter reads:
“It is rumoured that certain parties who desire to injure this Company, and
are unable to find evidence to sustain their charges, are urging the Department of Internal Revenue to seize the books, and papers of the Co. under
pretence that it has not made proper returns for Income Tax, but really for the
purpose of enabling hostile parties to see the books, and use their contents in
evidence in private suits. I do not believe that any such scheme will be aided
by the Department, especially as we have given its officers full access to all
our books; but I should be glad if you will ascertain whether anything of the
kind is on foot, and give me early information.”
While Jay Gould (1836-92) was not investigated by Internal Revenue, his
paranoia was justified. As one of the most notorious of the 19th-century robber barons, Gould’s activities were never wholly legitimate. In 1869, Gould
had finally wrested control of the Erie Railway away from fellow stockholders
Cornelius Vanderbilt, Daniel Drew, and James Fisk. Gould then built close
connections with Tammany Hall and added Boss Tweed to the company’s group
of directors in exchange for favorable legislation. At the same time, Gould,
Fisk, and Abel Corbin (brother-in-law of President Grant) had conspired to
corner the gold market, which led to the Panic of 1869 and nearly a national
economic depression. Gould eventually lost control of the railway in 1873
due to unfavorable public opinion from his involvement in the gold-rigging
scandal and his loss of $1 million of Erie stock to the British con artist Lord
Gordon-Gordon.

Edwards Pierrepont (1817-92) had a distinguished legal career in and out of public
office. After practicing law for many years, he was elected to the Superior Court
of New York City in 1857. Pierrepont was a Democrat, but became a staunch
supporter of Lincoln. He served as Lincoln’s personal advisor and lawyer, and later
prosecuted John H. Surratt in connection with Lincoln’s assassination. Although
he served as U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York briefly from
1869-70, he was back in private practice by the time of this letter. We do not
have Pierrepont’s reply to Gould, though it may have surprised Gould when, later
the same year (1871), Pierrepont served as a prominent member of the “Committee of Seventy” that finally broke Boss Tweed’s hold on Tammany Hall and
the city writ large – while Gould was Tweed’s chief bondsman as Tweed was held
on $1 million bail. Then again, perhaps Pierrepont’s integrity was why Gould
sought him out for advice in the first place. Pierrepont returned to government
in 1875, serving as Grant’s Attorney General, and then as U.S. minister to Great
Britain.
$5000.

Suffering Due to Fraudulent Claims
Growing Out of the Siege of Derry
13. [Gregory, Robert]: TO THE HONOURABLE THE KNIGHTS, CITIZENS AND BURGESSES IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED, &c. THE
HUMBLE PETITION OF CAPTAIN ROBERT GREGORY, ONE OF THE
OFFICERS THAT SERVED IN THE LATE SIEGE OF LONDONDERRY,
IN THE BEHALF OF THE CROWN, &c. [caption title]. [Dublin? ca. 1715].
Small folio broadsheet, including table and printed docket title on verso. Dbd.
Early folds and early stab holes in left margin. Last line of text on recto and half
of docket title on verso lost to close trimming. Light foxing. Overall very good.
A rare petitionary leaflet relating to the Siege of Derry and fraudulent claims
made to Parliament for compensation. The author, Captain Robert Gregory,
defended Londonderry during the siege by Jacobite forces during the Williamite
War in Ireland in 1688-89, as certified by governors John Michelburne and
George Walker, in a document dated December 10, 1689 and reproduced at the
conclusion of this petition. When, a quarter century later, Gregory arrived in
London to seek the pay due for his service, he discovered that massive fraud had
been committed by various people claiming to have served as officers in the same
siege. He prints here an abstract of pay due to the Garrison of Londonderry for
the four months of the siege (Parliament was currently mistakenly basing their
pay on six months) and decries the frauds’ cost to the true defenders and victims
of the city: “[S]everal Thousand Persons suffered by that Siege; many of them
now Old and Lame, and many Widows, and the Orphans of them that died there,
are now in great Misery and Distress: All whose Hopes and Dependence is on
this Honourable House for Relief; which otherwise must perish, after 26 Years
patient Attendance.”
ESTC records only one copy, at the Royal Irish Academy (listed in two records)
for which the incorrect imprint is assigned. Working from the printed date of
the certificate by the Governors of Derry reprinted at the end of the document,
the record lists a printing date of 1689. The text of the document, however,
refers to the victims of the siege “26 Years patient,” indicating a date of 1715.
A very rare petition and informative record of the Siege of Derry, printed in the
early days of lobbying literature, which began to proliferate in the lobby of the
House of Commons at the time of the accession of King George I and the British
general election of 1715.
ESTC R235232, R177684.
$1500.

Biting and Irreverent Criticism of the Darien Scheme
14. [Harris, Walter]: [“Phil. Scot,” pseudonym]: A DEFENCE OF THE
SCOTS ABDICATING DARIEN: INCLUDING AN ANSWER TO THE
DEFENCE OF THE SCOTS SETTLEMENT THERE. [N.p., but likely
Edinburgh]. 1700. [20],60,145-165,167-168,[1]pp. (as issued, see below) Later
half mottled calf over brown paper boards, gilt label. Text a bit toned with light
foxing and soiling. Tear in lower inner margin of titlepage, not affecting text.
Small tear to top margin of leaf K4, closed tear to lower right corner of penultimate leaf, chip in top margin of final text leaf, none damaging text. 19th century
manuscript ownership inscription and note about irregular pagination on front
pastedown and flyleaf. Very good.
An entertaining and acerbic response to supporters of the Scottish colony in Central
America. The Scottish attempt to establish a colony in Panama, also known as
the Darien scheme, proved to be a spectacular failure. Disease, poor planning,
in-fighting, and opposition from Spain and England combined to ruin any hope
of the venture’s success, and only a few hundred of the 2500 colonists survived.
This failure proved difficult for Scots at home as well; an enormous amount of the
country’s resources were poured into the project, and their financial and political
position was greatly weakened, doing much to enable the Acts of Union of 1706
and 1707. The struggles and eventual failure of the colony were the subject of
heated debate, and the present work is a viciously satirical response to another
anonymously authored text printed the year before.
The authorship of many of these works is still somewhat unclear, but most attribute
the present work to the perennially prosecuted Walter Harris. Halkett and Laing
write: “One Walter Herries (or Harris), surgeon to the first Expedition [to the
Darien colony], was supposed by the Scots Parliament to have been the author
of this Defence, which was ordered to be burnt by the hands of the hangman;
and the Lords of the Treasury were required to offer a reward of £6000 Scots
for the arrest of the reputed author.” Hill backs up this idea, quoting J. Scott’s
bibliography of the Darien company: “This is the second of the books for which
Walter Herries or Harris was ordered to be prosecuted by the Scottish Parliament.
The book was ordered to be burned”. This copy is of the second issue listed in
European Americana, with “Dunensi” in roman type and page 18 numbered “1S”.
The present copy contains the manuscript signature of Robert Pitcairn, a Scottish
antiquarian and bibliographer born in Edinburgh, 1793, along with a bibliographic
note about this edition’s “very curious” pagination. Pitcairn was a friend of Sir
Walter Scott, who was supposedly inspired to write Auchindrane; Or, The Ayrshire
Tragedy by a story recorded by Pitcairn in his work Trials and Other Proceedings
in Matters Criminal before the High Court of Justice in Scotland (DNB 1885-1900,
vol. 45).
SCOTT 102. HALKETT & LAING II:32. HILL 776. EUROPEAN AMERICANA 700/130. KRESS 2226. JCB (4):414-415. ESTC R29058. SABIN 78209.
$1250.

Three promotional pamphlets from the
“Mail Order Man” himself, Hazen A. Horton
(1860-1929). Horton sets forth a series of
money-making schemes, each of which can
be realized from the comfort of one’s own
home. Golden Opportunities... is the teaser
pamphlet, previewing some of his more promising plans and offering a special discount
(only $5) if one orders Mail Order Plans and
The Mail Order Man’s Directory together. In
Mail Order Plans (available alone for $5),
Horton details twenty-four different plans,
from “Selling Corsets by Mail” to offering “A
Fancy Needlework Course,” as well as selling
real estate by mail, and even starting a sheet
music subscription club. In each case, Horton
provides not only the plan, but examples of
letters and promotional language to mail
out, and advice on marketing. In The Mail
Order Man’s Directory ($1), Horton provides
the vendors from which one can obtain the
essential supplies (by mail, of course) to realize the plans detailed in Mail Order Plans.
Hazen Horton made a small fortune on his
mail order schemes until Postal Inspectors
caught up with him. Although he had been in
and out of trouble over the years, as legislation governing medical sales became increasingly rigid, Horton was eventually charged
with fraud in 1928 and his mail order empire
collapsed. He turned to the stock market,
only to lose everything in the 1929 crash.
He committed suicide soon after.

Early Mail Order Guides, from a Master of the Craft
15. Horton, Hazen A.: MAIL ORDER PLANS AN ORIGINAL SELECTION OF PROFITABLE IDEAS, SCHEMES, PLANS, etc., FOR MAIL
ORDER PEOPLE. [with:] THE MAIL ORDER MAN’S DIRECTORY. [with:]
GOLDEN OPPORTUNITIES FOR MEN AND WOMEN TO OBTAIN
SUCCESS AND INDEPENDENCE. Tekonsha, Mi.: Hazen A. Horton, [ca.
1912]. Three volumes. 71,[5]; 47; [8]pp., plus facsimile typed letter and original
stamped envelope. Original printed wrappers for all volumes. Light wear and
tanning. Envelope worn and chipped. Overall very good.

The accompanying envelope is addressed to
one Philip A. Broecker of North Tonawanda, New York. Judging by the condition of the pamphlets, Broecker does not seem to have done much with them, so
hopefully $5 was all he lost.
OCLC lists one copy of Mail Order Plans, at SMU’s DeGolyer Library, but has
no listings for the other two pamphlets. Rare, and a significant glimpse at the
early years of mail order in the United States.
OCLC 704308388. Teresa L. Trupiano, Patent Medicine Town: A Social History of
Patent Medicines in Marshall, Michigan, M.A. Thesis, Western Michigan University
(1985), pp.117-28.
$500.

Jefferson Refuses a Demand “for certain services performed”
16. Jefferson, Thomas: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM
THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JAMES L. EDWARDS OF BOSTON,
REFUSING DEMANDS FOR PAYMENT FROM A NEWSPAPER
PUBLISHER]. Monticello. September 5, [1811]. [1½]pp. on a single leaf,
with separate leaf folded as cover, addressed and franked with Jefferson’s
signature. Pen and ink on paper. Quarto. Clean, partial split along one fold,
old 1/16-inch archival repairs to three corners, else fine. Cover leaf with
modest soiling, traces of seal. In a blue half morocco and cloth slipcase.
An interesting Jefferson letter in which he rebuffs a request for payment of
a thousand dollars by the editor of the Savannah Republican newspaper. He
stridently objects to the payment demand, and seeks to defend his honor
and reputation in setting his correspondent straight.
Jefferson subscribed to a number of newspapers while he was president,
including the Savannah Republican. He cancelled almost all of these subscriptions, including that for the Savannah Republican, when he left office at the
beginning of 1809, taking care to pay all his outstanding bills. It appears
from this letter that Norman McLean, one-time editor of the Savannah Republican, promised his successor, James Edwards, that he would pay Edwards
money he owed him once he collected $1000 owed McLean by Jefferson.
Edwards wrote to Jefferson on August 20, 1811 asking for the money that
Jefferson owed McLean. In the present letter Jefferson stridently objects to
the request and insists that his account with McLean is settled. A review of
Jefferson’s memorandum and account books corroborates Jefferson’s claim.
McLean was seemingly trying to forestall Edwards’ requests for payment by
claiming that Jefferson still owed him money, and that he would pay Edwards
when he was paid by Jefferson.
Jefferson writes:
“Sir,
“Your letter of August 20th has truly surprised me. In that it is said that,
for certain services performed by Mr. James Lyon and Mr. Samuel Morse,
formerly editors of the Savannah Republican, I promised them the sum of
1000 D. This, Sir, is totally unfounded. I never promised to any printer on
earth the sum of 1000 D., nor any other sum, for certain services performed,
or for any services which that expression would imply. I have had no accounts with printers but for their newspapers, for which I have paid always
the ordinary price and no more. I have occasionally joined in moderate
contributions to printers, as I have done to other descriptions of persons,
distressed or persecuted, not by promise, but the actual payment of what I
contributed. When Mr. Morse went to Savannah, he called on me and told
me he meant to publish a paper there, for which I subscribed, and paid him
the year in advance. I continued to take it from his successors, Everett &

McLean, and Everett & Evans, and paid for it at different epochs up to December
31, 1808, when I withdrew my subscription. You say McLean informed you ‘he
had some expectation of getting the money, as he had received a letter from me
on the subject.’ If such a letter exists under my name, it is a forgery. I never
wrote but a single letter to him; that was of the 28th of January, 1810, and was on
the subject of the last payment made for his newspaper, and on no other subject;
and I have two receipts of his, (the last dated March 9, 1809) of payments for his
paper, both stating to be in full of all demands, and a letter of the 17th of April,
1810, in reply to mine, manifestly showing he had no demand against me of any
other nature. The promise is said to have been made to Morse & Lyon. Were
Mr. Morse living, I should appeal to him with confidence, as I believe him to have
been a very honest man. Mr. Lyon I suppose to be living, and will, I am sure,
acquit me of any such transaction as that alleged. The truth, then, being that I
never made the promise suggested, nor any one of a like nature to any printer or
other person whatever, every principle of justice and of self-respect requires that
I should not listen to any such demand.”
Jefferson sent James Lyon a copy of the letter the same day:
“You will perceive at once its swindling object. My confidence in your character
leaves me without a doubt of your honest aid in repelling this base and bold attempt to fix on me practices to which no honors or powers in this world would
ever have induced me to stoop. I have solicited none, intrigued for none.”
Jefferson died severely in debt, and he was plagued by money problems throughout
his life. He was no doubt sensitive to the problem of his outstanding accounts
and, as this letter shows, overly sensitive to demands for money which he did not
owe. An evocative letter.
Writings of Thomas Jefferson (1907) XIII, pp.82-84.
$45,000.

Court Martialed for Attempting to Establish a Settlement in Kansas
17. [Kansas Territory]: [GENERAL ORDERS No. 20 RELATING TO THE
DISCHARGE OF MAJ. WILLIAM R. MONTGOMERY AND HIS ATTEMPT
TO ESTABLISH A SETTLEMENT IN KANSAS]. [Washington. December
10, 1855]. 9pp. 12mo. Dbd. Internally clean. Very good.
While serving as commanding officer of Fort Riley, Kansas Territory in 1855,
William Montgomery abused his position as the highest ranking military officer
in the area in his attempt to establish a civilian settlement just outside the post.
As leader of what he called the “Pawnee Association,” Montgomery acted outside
his authority in distributing over four hundred acres at a public sale to a host of
eager settlers. He took little care to conceal his activities, and printed at least one
broadside advertising the newly available land. In 1954, Edward Eberstadt offered
this broadside for sale, writing that it is “the only known copy of the earliest specimen of territorial printing to bear the printer’s office, place and date.” Despite
being responsible for the first definitive printed Kansas document, the army was
quite displeased with Montgomery’s entrepreneurial efforts and discharged him
in December. Regardless, the territory had already become a mecca for numerous pioneers, and Montgomery’s efforts played a key role in the opening of the
West. The present orders provide details of his court-martial, including the text
of a letter he wrote promoting his scheme. An excellent Kansas item.
EBERSTADT 135:461 (ref). HEITMAN, p.720.
$400.

Clicking on any item – text or image – will take you to our website
for easy ordering and to view any additional images.

Civil War-Era Lottery in Kentucky
18. [Kentucky]: HAVANA SCHEME!! SHELBY COLLEGE LOTTERY OF
KENTUCKY. [Covington, Ky. 1864]. Broadside, 10 x 12 inches. Printed almost
entirely within ornamental border. Minor staining in blank margins, some minor
creases. Overall very good.
An advertisement for a lottery to be drawn in Covington, Kentucky. The scheme
for the lottery is based on what the producers call the “Royal Havana Plan of
Single Numbers.” The base prize winners are determined by the last digit in the
number that wins the grand prize. For example, if the winning number ends in “1,”
then all ticket holders with numbers also ending in “1” win the base prize. Each
chance costs a prohibitive ten dollars. Quite rare, OCLC locating only one copy.
OCLC 18042047.
$275.

Lincoln’s Amnesty Proclamation
19. Lincoln, Abraham: AMNESTY PROCLAMATION AND THIRD ANNUAL MESSAGE OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN, PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES, READ IN CONGRESS, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER
9, 1863. [Washington? 1863]. 20pp. Original printed wrappers. Light toning. A
near fine copy, in wonderful condition. In a cloth chemise and green half morocco
and cloth slipcase, spine gilt.
The rare pamphlet printing of Lincoln’s December 8, 1863 proclamation, read
before Congress the next day, offering amnesty to citizens of the Confederacy
providing they take an oath that they “will abide by and faithfully support all
proclamations of the President made during the existing rebellion having reference
to slaves” (i.e. the Emancipation Proclamation). When the number of persons in
any state taking the oath reached ten percent of the number of voters in 1860, this
group of loyal voters could form a state government that could be recognized by
the President. The Amnesty Proclamation was issued with President Lincoln’s
third Annual Message to Congress (i.e. State of the Union Address) on December
8, 1863; the State of the Union Address follows the Amnesty Proclamation here.
Toward the close of 1863, with the Confederate Army in full retreat, discussions
in Congress centered on how to restore the southern states to the Union. “The
crisis which threatened to divide the friends of the Union is past,” announced
Lincoln. Now it was the duty of Congress to ensure that all citizens in the South,
regardless of race, were guaranteed the equal protection of the law. A number
of competing proposals emerged from deliberations, but in the end, during his
message to Congress on December 8, 1863, Lincoln declared reconstruction of
the South a wholly executive responsibility and “offered ‘full pardon...with restoration of all rights of property, except as to slaves,’ to all rebels who would take
an oath of future loyalty to the Constitution and pledge to obey acts of Congress
and presidential proclamations relating to slavery” (Donald, p.471).
Those excluded from taking the oath were the highest ranking members of the
Confederacy – government officials, judges, military and naval officers above the
rank of army colonel or navy lieutenant, former congressmen, and “all who have
engaged in treating colored persons or white persons otherwise than lawfully
as prisoners of war.” Lincoln further encouraged the southern states to make
provisions “in relation to the freed people of such State, which shall recognize
and declare their permanent freedom, provide for their education, and which may
yet be consistent, as a temporary arrangement, with their present condition as a
laboring, landless, and homeless class.”
“Lincoln indicated that this was only one plan for reconstructing the rebel South,
and while it was the best he could think of for now, he would gladly consider others and possibly adopt them. He might even modify his own classes of pardons,
if that seemed warrantable....Afterward almost everybody but die-hard Democrats
seemed happy with the plan” (Oates, p.371).
A lovely copy of Lincoln’s hugely important Amnesty Proclamation.
MONAGHAN 191. SABIN 41162 (note). David Herbert Donald, Lincoln (New
York, [1995]), p.471. Stephen B. Oates, With Malice Toward None: A Life of Abraham Lincoln (New York, [1977]), p.371.
$13,500.

Louisiana Lottery,
“Supervised” by P.G.T. Beauregard and Jubal Early
20. [Louisiana]: SAFE AND SURE. FAIR AND SQUARE. ONE HUNDRED
AND SEVENTY-SIXTH GRAND MONTHLY DRAWING CLASS “A” OF
THE LOUISIANA STATE LOTTERY COMPANY WILL TAKE PLACE
AT NEW ORLEANS...[caption title]. [Chicago: National Printing Co., late
1884]. 4pp. on a single folded sheet of pink paper. Old horizontal folds, top edge
creased. Very good.
A seemingly unrecorded example of an ephemeral publication issued for the
semi-annual lottery held in New Orleans in the late 19th century. This piece
advertises the Louisiana State Lottery Company’s drawing for January 13, 1885,
to be held in New Orleans “under the supervision and management” of two former Confederate generals and Civil War legends – P.G.T. Beauregard and Jubal
Early. The two men promoted the Louisiana Lottery Company for fifteen years,
bringing respectability to the company and considerable wealth to themselves.
They left the company only after a considerable public backlash against statesponsored gambling in Louisiana. The pamphlet lays out the plan of the lottery,
an “Explanation of Approximation Prizes,” a detailed list of prizes to be won (including the “capital prize” of $75,000), and a list of past prize winners with their
addresses and the amounts they won. The blurb for the Louisiana State Lottery
Company ends by touting it as “The only Lottery ever voted on and endorsed
by the people of any State.” It was indeed, for its time, the only legal lottery in
the United States, though cries of corruption and fraud grew louder with each
passing year, until the lottery shut down in 1893. OCLC records several similar
pamphlets from various years between 1877 and 1890, but none for 1885.
$375.

A Proposal to Admit Americans to the House of Commons, 1770
21. [Maseres, Francis]: CONSIDERATIONS ON THE EXPEDIENCY OF
ADMITTING REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE AMERICAN COLONIES
INTO THE BRITISH HOUSE OF COMMONS. London: Printed for B.
White, 1770. [2],41pp. Half title. Antique-style three-quarter calf and marbled
boards, spine gilt, raised bands, gilt leather label. Mild toning to half title; small
holes to lower corner of pp.35-[42], not affecting text. Very good.
Sole edition of this scarce argument in favor of admitting representatives from the
American colonies into the House of Commons. Maseres, a lawyer, had been Attorney General of Quebec from 1766 to 1769, and as such was a staunch defender
of the rights of Canadians as British subjects. Maseres felt that the colonists,
as British subjects, were obligated to obey the laws of Parliament. However,
he writes that for the Americans “the total want of Representatives in the great
Council of the nation, to support their interests and give an assent on their behalf
to laws and taxes by which they are bound and affected, is a misfortune which
every friend to liberty and equal government must be sorry to see them labour
under.” Maseres proposes a system by which some eighty representatives would
be admitted to Parliament from the American colonies and the West Indies, “and
their title might be that of Commissioners of the Colonies of America.” He
describes how they would be elected and their duties, and hopes that through
such a plan “the present disputes with America may be equitably terminated, to
the lasting and solid advantage of both parties, or perhaps I ought rather to say,
to the prevention of the utter ruin of them both.” A copy of this work in the
Lande Collection at McGill University has a note in Maseres’s hand noting that
“the plan proposed in this pamphlet was met with approbation by Dr. Benjamin
Franklin, and likewise that of Mr. George Grenville” (as noted in Adams).
A vision of a path not chosen, and one that likely would have altered the course
of 18th-century history. A quite scarce work.
AMERICAN CONTROVERSY 70-20. HOWES M365, “aa.” SABIN 45414.
$4500.

frontispiece, and three maps. Large
folio. Contemporary paneled calf,
ornate gilt covers and spine, black
gilt morocco label. Remarkably
clean and bright. Bookseller’s label pasted to front free endpaper.
An excellent copy, with additional
engraved plate laid in.
One of the great satirical plate
books of the 18th century, directing its invective at the Mississippi
Company of John Law, and the wild
speculation and financial collapse
engendered by the pioneering stock
issuance of the company. The Netherlands was a particular hotbed of
speculation, with over 350 million
guilders invested in the scheme before its collapse. The plates and
their accompanying text, in prose
and poetry, begin with a portrait
of John Law and follow the course
of the speculation in ludicrous and
sometimes obscene images. It is
a remarkable final chapter to the
literature of Law and the Mississippi speculation.

The Great Mirror of Folly:
The Mississippi Bubble and the Founding of Louisiana
22. [Mississippi Bubble]: HET GROOTE TAFEREEL DER DWAASHEID.
VERTOONENDE DE OPKOMST, VOORTGANG EN ONDERGANG DER
ACTIE, BUBBEL EN WINDNEGOTIE, IN VRANKRYK, ENGELAND, EN
DE NEDERLANDEN, GEPLEEGT IN DEN JAARE MDCCXX.... [Translation:
THE GREAT MIRROR OF FOLLY, SHOWING THE RISE, PROGRESS,
AND DOWNFALL OF THE BUBBLE IN STOCKS AND WINDY SPECULATION, ESPECIALLY IN FRANCE, ENGLAND, AND THE NETHERLANDS
IN THE YEAR 1720...]. [Amsterdam]. 1720. Title-leaf, 25,[1],52,31,[1],8,10pp.
plus seventy-five plates (forty-seven double page, sixteen folding) including

“The book is divided into six sections, with no general table of contents. The first part contains the
articles of various Dutch companies. The second section consists
of comedies and farces; the third
part, poems, often containing street language; the fourth part, descriptions of
playing cards satirizing speculators; the fifth part, four letters to ‘N.N.’; and the
sixth section, chiefly pictures, although pictures appear elsewhere in the book as
well” – Bound to Please.
This book has always been a bibliographically perplexing one, with no two copies
seeming to collate alike. Sabin states that copies have anywhere from sixty to
seventy-four plates, but ignores the supplementary series. Even Cole, the most
diligent student of the book, notes: “Rarely does a single volume combine in itself
so much economic interest and so many bibliographical puzzles.”
BOUND TO PLEASE 5. SABIN 28932. Cole, T he G reaT M irror of f olly .
EUROPEAN AMERICANA 720/114. GOLDSMITH 5879. HOWES G442.
MULLER, AMERICA 1503.
$12,500.

An Authorial Presentation Copy,
with a Letter from George Bancroft Tipped In
23. Moore, George H.: “MR. LEE’S PLAN – MARCH 29, 1777.” THE
TREASON OF CHARLES LEE MAJOR GENERAL SECOND IN COMMAND IN THE AMERICAN ARMY OF THE REVOLUTION. New York.
1860. xii,115,[1]pp. plus folding facsimiles and plate. Half title. Frontispiece
portrait. Narrow quarto. Original red gilt cloth. Cloth somewhat stained. Two
ownership inscriptions and small bookplate on front endpapers. A few instances
of foxing, closed tear in one facsimile. Very good.
This copy is inscribed by George H. Moore on the half title, and tipped in at the
front is a letter from the famed historian, George Bancroft, to the book’s first
owner, I.K. Tefft, written in New York, May 17, 1858. In the letter Bancroft
thanks Tefft for providing him with a correction in one of Bancroft’s works. Bancroft goes on to discuss the character of Charles Lee and asserts that historians
now have written proof of Lee’s treason: “Lee was a traitor to everybody that
trusted him...I have read in his own paper worse than Arnold’s, and all in his
own handwriting.” Tefft was a Savannah businessman, autograph collector, and
a founder of the Georgia Historical Society in 1839. His autograph collection
was sold at auction in 1867.
Moore was one of the first authors to bring to light the document Lee composed
for General Howe during his British captivity, to aid the British in the defeat of
the American army during the Revolution. The manuscript, a facsimile of which
is included here, was found among the Strachey papers in 1858 and is now generally deemed as proof that Lee was a traitor.
SABIN 50380.
$450.

Anti-Catholic Rant by Painter Samuel F.B. Morse
24. [Morse, Samuel F.B.]: FOREIGN CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE LIBERTIES OF THE UNITED STATES. THE NUMBERS OF BRUTUS,
ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN THE NEW-YORK OBSERVER. New York.
1835. 188pp. Original blue publisher’s cloth, printed paper label. Cloth lightly
rubbed, label lightly soiled and chipped. Contemporary ownership inscriptions
on titlepage and one interior leaf. Light scattered foxing and soiling. Very good.
First edition of this fiercely Anti-Catholic conspiracy tract by artist and inventor Samuel F. B. Morse, denouncing the Popish conspiracy to influence events
in America. In the prefatory remarks Morse writes: “That a vigorous and unexampled effort is making by the despotic governments of Europe to cause Popery
to overspread this country, is a fact too palpable to be contradicted.” Not in
American Imprints, and rare.
$3000.

By a Friend of American Independence
25. Price, Richard: ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE NATURE
AND VALUE OF CIVIL LIBERTY, AND THE WAR WITH AMERICA:
ALSO OBSERVATIONS ON SCHEMES FOR RAISING MONEY BY PUBLIC LOANS; AN HISTORICAL DEDUCTION AND ANALYSIS OF THE
NATIONAL DEBT; AND A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE DEBTS AND
RESOURCES OF FRANCE. London: Printed for T. Cadell, 1777. xvi,176pp.
Contemporary calf, spine gilt with raised bands. Front hinge cracked but holding.
Contemporary ownership name on titlepage. Very good.
Second edition, printed same year as the first. This is a sequel to Price’s Observations on the Nature of Civil Liberty. Price was a well-known British Presbyterian
minister and the author of several notable books about moral philosophy and economics. He was particularly friendly with a number of Americans and vigorously
argued their part in the British debate over colonial taxation and government.
AMERICAN CONTROVERSY 77-75b. SABIN 65444. HOWES P583. $675.

An Early American Radical Work, by a Solitary Crusader
26. Skidmore, Thomas: THE RIGHTS OF MAN TO PROPERTY! BEING A PROPOSITION TO MAKE IT EQUAL AMONG THE ADULTS
OF THE PRESENT GENERATION.... New York: Printed for the Author by
Alexander Ming, 1829. 405,[1]pp., including three pages of errata following the
index. Contemporary calf, original gilt stamping on covers, gilt morocco label.
Moderate edge wear, center vertical crease in spine, spine ends frayed. Early
bookplate remnants on front pastedown, hinges a bit tender. Good.
First and only edition of this very rare and early American radical work, and one
of the seminal works of the American Left. It is an important early example of
American progressive economic philosophy, calling for the rights of workers, redistribution of property, and universal education. Skidmore was a co-founder of
the Working Men’s Party, which emerged in 1829 and sought to abolish debtors’
prisons, reduce the length of the workday, and establish a lien law for building
laborers, and the Agrarian Party in 1830, after being ousted from the former
party by moderates. His three books were self-published in sparse numbers, and
his early death during the cholera epidemic of 1832 prevented any furtherance
of his radical writings.
In his 1939 address to The Grolier Club, entitled Radical Literature in America,
Frederick B. Adams, Jr. wrote that “Skidmore’s experiences as a working mechanic
brought him personal knowledge of the position of the propertyless worker in an
industrialized society. To achieve common ownership of the means of production,
he proposed that the State take over all property and divide it equally.” “Wealth
to be equally divided, with its equal transmission to later generations on the
maturity of each individual. An early Townsend plan” – Howes.
“Unlike the reform literature mass-produced by the comparatively well-funded
abolitionist and temperance societies, most of these labor publications are today
scarce because they were financed and produced by solitary crusaders and so
were printed in a few copies distributed locally....Seth Luther’s An Address to the
Workingmen of New England (Boston, 1832) and Thomas Skidmore’s The Rights
of Man to Property! (New York, 1829), to mention only two characteristic and
interesting examples, were both published by their authors and are today known
in only a handful of copies” – Gilreath.
In addition to the Errata, this copy contains a final leaf explaining to the subscribers the novel innovation of stamping the title in gilt on the boards, in lieu
of decoration.
An exceedingly rare and important American radical work.
HOWES S530, “aa.” KRESS C2364. EGBERT & PARSONS I:230, II:237. AAS, A
Society’s Chief Joys, p.38. SABIN 81584. SHAW & SHOEMAKER 40435. ADAMS,
RADICAL LITERATURE, p.41. James Gilreath, “Labor History Sources in the
Library of Congress” in Labor History, Vol. 25, no. 2 (Spring 1984), pp.247-48.
$6500.

South Sea Speculator
27. [South Sea Company]: A MEMORIAL OF THE CONTRACTANTS
WITH MR. AISLABIE. IN A LETTER TO LICINIUS STOLO. London: J.
Roberts, 1721. [2],60pp. Without the second, internal titlepage, as in the British
Library copy. Modern three-quarter morocco and marbled boards. Very good.
A round condemnation of John Aislabie for his role in the bursting of the South
Sea Bubble. The South Sea Company was established in 1711. Wild speculation
led to its collapse and demise in 1720-21. Aislabie utilized his position as Chancellor of the Exchequer to promote inflated shares in the Company. The scheme
led to an investigation by the House of Commons, the eventual expulsion and
imprisonment of Aislabie, and the ruin of thousands of investors. The pamphlet
compares Aislabie to Licinius Solo, a Roman Tribune who used his position to
misappropriate public land and debts, to the ruin of the people. Only a handful
of copies recorded by ESTC.
ESTC T88564. GOLDSMITHS 6024.
$1500.

The South Sea Scheme Revealed
28. [South Sea Company]: A SUPPLEMENT TO THE REPORTS OF THE
COMMITTEE OF SECRECY: CONTAINING, I. A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF THE...SOUTH-SEA STOCK, COMMONLY CALL’D THE
FICTITIOUS STOCK.... II. A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF THE EXCEEDINGS OF THE RULES, MADE FOR REGULATING THE SEVERAL
LOANS ON SOUTH-SEA STOCK.... III. A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF
THE NAMES OF SUCH PERSONS, TO WHOM LOANS HAVE BEEN
MADE.... London: Printed for A. Moore, 1721. 48pp. Folio. Modern green paper
boards, printed label on front board. Minor wear to spine. Lightly foxed and
stained, small hole to gutter margin of first three leaves. Very good.
The results of the Parliamentary inquiry into the South Sea Company, after the
“South Sea Bubble” nearly collapsed Britain’s economy in 1720. The South Sea
Company was a joint-stock company founded in 1711. Early on, it was granted
a monopoly on the slave trade with the “South Seas” and Spanish colonies in the
Americas. Despite the middling success of their first few voyages, King George
I became governor of the company in 1718, dramatically boosting public confidence. Share values soared, and the company was employed to take on England’s
national debt. Speculation soon spiraled out of control, and the value of South
Sea stock increased by nearly ten times in the first half of 1720 before falling
to below previous levels just as quickly. The market collapsed as a result of the
“South Sea Bubble” and great numbers of investors were completely ruined.
A Parliamentary Committee of Secrecy was initiated to look into the events surrounding the disaster. The committee’s task was no simple one; after the South
Sea Company surrendered their books and records, the committee found that
in some, “many false and fictitious entries were made; in others, entries with
blanks; in others, entries with razures and alterations; and in others leaves were
torn out.” Regardless, their investigation, the results of which were printed in a
variety of forms including the present work, uncovered rampant insider trading,
political bribery, and financial gymnastics. This Supplement is essentially a digest
of the Committee’s full report, printing the most salient resolutions and excerpts
that tell the story of what they found. One of the more gnarled branches of this
financial scheme was the use of stock to back itself – company money was used
to deal in its own shares, and selected individuals purchasing shares were given
cash loans backed by those same shares to spend on purchasing more shares. This
supplement also prints a full list (to the best of the committee’s knowledge) of
those who received such loans, and for how much. While most of those involved
got away unscathed, a few members of the South Sea Company and the House
of Commons were thrown on the pyre; they were arrested and all assets earned
over the two years prior were seized “to be applied for, and towards the relief of
the unhappy sufferers in the South Sea Company, and for deterring all persons
from committing the like wicked practices for time to come.”
SABIN 88204. KRESS 3443. ESTC T12347.
$1750.

Acts Relating to the South Sea Bubble:
The Copy of the Chief Justice of New York
29. [South Sea Company]: [British Acts]: [COLLECTION OF BRITISH
ACTS, INCLUDING TWO RELATING TO THE FINANCIALLY DEVASTATING SOUTH SEA BUBBLE, AS WELL AS ACTS PUNISHING
THE LEADERS OF THE ATTERBURY PLOT, WHICH SOUGHT TO
OVERTHROW KING GEORGE I]. [Contained in:] ANNO REGNI GEORGII REGIS MAGNA BRITANNIA, FRANCIA, & HIBERNIA, NONO.
AT THE PARLIAMENT BEGUN AND HOLDEN AT WESTMINSTER,
THE NINTH DAY OF OCTOBER, ANNO DOM. 1722....BEING THE
FIRST SESSION OF THIS PRESENT PARLIAMENT. London: Printed by
John Baskett, 1722-1723. 4,[2],287-735,[4]pp. Quarto. Slightly later reverse calf,
tooled in blind, spine with raised bands and gilt morocco label. Worn at corners
and spine ends, some splitting at joint extremities. Endpapers soiled and stained;
text toned, with scattered foxing and staining. Very good.
This volume bears the bookplate on the front pastedown of Lewis Morris (16711746), Chief Justice of New York and the first Governor of New Jersey. The
bookplate features the Morris family coat of arms and their motto: “Tandem
Vincitur.”
Present herein are thirty-one British Acts passed during the first session of the
Parliament of 1722-23 (the ninth year of the reign of George I), lacking only
the lengthy Act for a British Land Tax, which is paginated 7-286 (British acts of
this period, although issued separately, were paginated continuously). Among
the most significant acts present are two pertaining to the South Sea Company.
Founded in 1711 as a joint-stock company, its stock rose quickly and to dizzying heights before the bubble burst, sending the stock crashing in 1720. The
speculation mania ruined many English investors, and was the greatest financial
crisis and public scandal in English history. The two acts contained herein were
an attempt by Robert Walpole to manage the economic crisis, which not only
resulted in a large number of bankruptcies, but made the ministry very unpopular.
They are “An Act for Reviving and Adding Two Millions to the Capital Stock
of the South-Sea Company...” and “An Act for further Enlarging the Times for
Entering, Hearing, and Determining Claims on the Estates vested in the Trustees
of the South-Sea Company....” In these measures Walpole rescheduled the debts
and arranged some compensation, which helped the return to financial stability.
There are a number of other interesting acts passed in this session, including one
for better securing and ascertaining the duties on tobacco, and to prevent fraud
in its exportation. Several acts relate to the so-called Atterbury Plot, a Jacobite
plan to overthrow the Hanoverian King George I and to replace him with the
“Old Pretender,” James III. Three acts “inflict pains and penalties” on conspirators Francis Atterbury, John Plunket, and George Kelly, and others lay “a tax on
Papists,” and require Catholics who refused to take the oaths “for the security of
His Majesty’s Person and Government” to register their names and estates. Other
laws provide for the improvement of roads, piers, and harbors, while others relate
to the coining of money and poor relief. ESTC locates only four copies in the
United States, at Columbia University Law Library, Cornell, Rice, and UCLA.
ESTC N50234. KRESS S3083, S3084.
$2850.

One of the Earliest Works on the Lincoln Assassination
30. Townsend, George Alfred: THE LIFE, CRIME, AND CAPTURE OF
JOHN WILKES BOOTH, WITH A FULL SKETCH OF THE CONSPIRACY OF WHICH HE WAS THE LEADER, AND THE PURSUIT, TRIAL
AND EXECUTION OF HIS ACCOMPLICES. New York: Dick & Fitzgerald,
Publishers, [1865]. 65,[1],[5]-12,[6]pp. including maps, plans, in-text illustrations,
and advertisements, plus engraved frontispiece portrait of Booth. Tall octavo.
Original pictorial front wrapper, rear wrapper lacking. Spine mostly perished,
front wrapper detached (but present), minor edge wear, a few short closed tears
and small chips. Minor scattered foxing, faint dampstain to first several leaves.
Good condition. Untrimmed and partially unopened.
A scarce work on the assassination of President Lincoln, rife with rich details and
a very readable account of the pursuit not only of Booth, but also his accomplices.
It was written by George Alfred Townsend, a pioneering war correspondent during the Civil War who covered the Lincoln assassination and its aftermath for the
New York World. The present work collects his early dispatches to the paper and
was published near the start of the trial of the conspirators on May 18, 1865, just
over a month after the assassination. As such, it is one of the earliest significant
works on the Lincoln assassination. The work is illustrated with a handsome
three-quarter-length portrait of Booth, pertinent maps of Booth’s escape route
from inside and outside Ford’s Theatre, a plan of the Garrett House and property where Booth died, an engraving of Garrett House, and a map of Maryland
focused on the pursuit of the accomplices. Both the Booth portrait (which also
decorates the front wrapper) and the Garrett House engraving were taken from
Harper’s Weekly. The work is rarely ever found in the original wrappers, is usually disbound or re-bound, and is often found missing the frontispiece portrait of
Booth. Howes notes this as the scarcer of two 1865 issues, also listing an 80pp.
issue which is most likely later; Monaghan calls this issue the first edition. An
attractive copy, retaining the illustrated front wrapper with a bold portrait of
President Lincoln’s assassin, and with the original frontispiece of Booth intact.
HOWES T315, “aa.” McDADE 617. MONAGHAN 781. SABIN 6388.
$1500.

A Controversial General’s Self-Serving Memoir
31. Wilkinson, James: MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIMES. Philadelphia. 1816.
Three text volumes plus quarto atlas. Atlas with four leaves of text and fifteen (of
nineteen) maps and plans (two folding). xv,855,[44]pp. plus seven folding tables;
[2],578,[260]; [4],496,62pp. plus folding table and two plates (one folding). Text in
contemporary calf, spines gilt, leather labels; atlas in modern half calf and marbled
boards. Text volumes: Boards rubbed and worn, corners bumped and lightly worn.
Foot of spine on second volume a bit chipped. Contemporary bookplate on front
pastedown of each volume. Light dampstaining on first few leaves of each volume.
Minor worming to last few leaves in second volume. Text moderately foxed. Atlas:
First map trimmed close, with loss to portion of map. One folded map repaired
at fold with some loss, primarily in margins. Lightly foxed. Overall, good plus.
Wilkinson’s long and detailed memoir, full of justification of his own actions,
but a vital work for the American Revolution, the War of 1812, and the Burr
conspiracy. Wilkinson (1757-1825) was a general in the American Revolution;
he subsequently served in Wayne’s Ohio campaign against the Indians, and was
successively governor at Detroit, St. Louis, and New Orleans. He was embroiled
in Aaron Burr’s western schemes and ultimately became a Texas landowner. The
narrative begins in 1776 with his appointment to the Continental Army and
his part in Arnold’s attack on Quebec, and concludes with the end of the War
of 1812. The atlas illustrates battles in both conflicts. A fascinating and wellillustrated biography of one of the most adventurous and controversial figures
in American history.
STREETER SALE 1706. PHILLIPS, ATLASES 1344. TOMPKINS 108. SABIN
104029. HOWES W429, “b.” REESE, BEST OF THE WEST 30 (note).
$2000.

The Federal Government Instructs Victims of the Yazoo Land Fraud
on How to File for Reimbursement on Their Claims
32. [Yazoo Land Fraud]: IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES...IN
PURSUANCE OF THE ACT OF CONGRESS, ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR
AN AMICABLE SETTLEMENT OF THE LIMITS OF THE STATE OF
GEORGIA, AND AUTHORISING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A GOVERNMENT IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY...”[caption title and portion
of opening text]. [Washington, D.C. February 21, 1814]. 9pp. Folio. Gathered
signatures, bound with a single stitch. Old folds, minor staining, two small holes
in last leaf not touching text. Ink ownership signature of “Thomas Worthington,
Esq.” at top of first page. Overall very good. Untrimmed.
A Senate slip-bill printing of language eventually included in the final act of the
United States Congress governing the Yazoo land scandal. In 1795, the Georgia
legislature granted much of the land in the present state of Alabama to four land
companies, which in turn sold shares to numerous investors all over the country;
however, charges of bribery were raised and the grant was rescinded the following
year. This left the investors high and dry, and many of them sued Georgia to
prevent the rescinding of the sale which had made their investments worthless.
The state of Georgia tried to void the fraud-induced sales, but in 1810 the United
States Supreme Court ruled in Fetcher v. Peck that the voiding of the sales was
unconstitutional, the first time in American history that the federal court had
overridden a state law. Finally, in 1814, the federal government took over the
lands and paid off the claims.
The present work is concerned with paying off those claims. By 1814, the federal government took charge of the claims involved in the Yazoo land scandal, in
order to settle the issue once and for all. The proposed legislation here amends
the 1803 Act of Cession, and was issued as a committee report by Senator John
Taylor of South Carolina, who submitted it to the Secretary of the Senate, Samuel
A. Otis on February 21, 1814. The language here acts much like a modern-day
class action lawsuit. The first section calls for all claimants to Yazoo lands to
report claims by a given date. The second section establishes a board of commissioners to examine the claims.
The longest section, Section 3 is the most interesting. In it, the government
proposes to send approved claims to the president, who will then issue stock
certificates payable on the U.S. Treasury, “arising from the sale of public lands in
the Mississippi territory, after the purchase money due to the state of Georgia and
the expenses of surveying such lands have been satisfied.” The act then assigns
dollar amount totals to be paid to the four original stock companies involved in
the Yazoo land case, with a proportion of which intended for each investor still
holding a valid claim. The land companies cited here by name are the Upper
Mississippi Company, the Tennessee Company, the Georgia Mississippi Company,
and the Georgia Company, along with individuals who invested personally and
still have outstanding personal claims. The remainder of Section 3 lays out the
rules and procedures for receiving claims, along with another passage (also labeled

section three, stipulating that 95% of every hundred dollars to be paid in stock
certificates, with the remaining five dollars in cash).
The last four sections involve moneys owed to the state of Georgia, the procedures for recovery for funds already received by claimants, the authorization of
access to the president for “all such vouchers and testimony within the archives
or treasury” regarding this matter, and finally, a provision that claimants must
follow the decisions made in this act or forfeit their claims altogether.
The final act governing the Yazoo land fraud was passed on March 31, 1814,
just over a month after the present slip bill was circulated in Congress. “An
act providing for the indemnification of certain claimants of public lands in the
Mississippi territory” was approved by Congress, with the final bill consisting of
nine sections. Much of the current slip bill is included or incorporated in the
final legislation, with both sections labeled section three in the slip bill broken
out into sections three and four in the final bill, and with an additional section
(section eight) in the final bill covering a minimum age requirement of twentyone years of age for claims (or procedures for guardianships in cases where the
claimants are under age). The same four land companies are named in section
three of the final act, and the totals awarded to each remain the same.
The present slip-bill belonged to Thomas Worthington, who signed his name at
the top of the first page. Worthington was at this time serving his second term as
a United States Senator from Ohio. He would resign from the Senate later this
same year, on December 1, 1814, after being elected Governor of Ohio. The work
here includes a handful of ink emendations, including a couple of dates written in
ink in Section 2. These were presumably added by Worthington as he consulted
with his colleagues in the Senate on the legislation. The slip bill is docketed on
the verso of the final leaf, “Bill on Yazoo,” presumably in Worthington’s hand.
Shaw and Shoemaker list two pieces of slightly-earlier legislation relating to the
same act, both of which are held by institutions listing them in OCLC. The
present document is not listed in OCLC, and likely only survived in the hands
of Senate committee members, like the present copy.
$2000.

Clicking on any item – text or image – will take you to our website
for easy ordering and to view any additional images.

P lease note : In compliance with the sales tax requirements of the following jurisdictions,
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