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Presidential Letters & Manuscripts
John Adams Writes Mercy Otis Warren
1. Adams, John: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM JOHN
ADAMS TO MERCY OTIS WARREN, ON FAMILY MATTERS,
THE IMPORTANT PRE-REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES OF HER
BROTHER, JAMES OTIS, JR., AND ON WHAT THE FUTURE
HOLDS FOR THE UNITED STATES AS IT WAGED THE WAR
OF 1812]. Quincy, [Ma.] November 24, 1813. [2]pp. Quarto. Old fold
lines. A few small spots of foxing, faint stain from wax seal. Very good.
In a folio-sized half morocco and cloth clamshell box, leather labels.
A warm letter from former President John Adams to his dear friend and
writer, Mercy Otis Warren, with whom he had been recently reconciled
after their long falling out. Throughout the Revolutionary period, historian, poet, and dramatist Mercy Otis Warren actively corresponded on
political matters with numerous leaders, including Samuel Adams, John
Hancock, Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson, George Washington, and
especially John Adams, who became her literary mentor in those early
years of unrest. In 1805 her literary career culminated with the publication of The History of the Rise, Progress, and Termination of the American
Revolution. The book’s sharp criticisms of Adams – that his passions and
prejudices often debilitated his judgment and that he had demonstrated
a distinct leaning toward monarchy during his sojourn in England – led
to a heated correspondence and a breach in their friendship in 1807.
After nearly five years Elbridge Gerry managed to effect a reconciliation
between Mercy and Abigail and John. It was Mrs. Adams who sent word
to Mercy on Sept. 15, 1813 that her daughter, Nabby, had died of breast
cancer a month earlier. Adams’ opening salutation in this letter likely
refers to condolences sent by Warren, and suggests that Nabby’s death
prompted an invitation to visit her:
“I am very much obliged to you for your civilities to my wife, my son, Coll
Smith and my granddaughters. My girls have long expressed an earnest
desire to see Madam Warren, and have been highly gratified by their
visit and very grateful for the kind hospitality, the social enjoyments and

instructive conversations they experienced. I congratulate you Madam
on the happy marriage of a granddaughter who once obliged us with a
very short visit. I was delighted with her manners and accomplishments,
and found her visit much too short. May every blessing attend her and
all your family, in whose prosperity I take a constant interest.”
Adams moves beyond the opening exchange of family pleasantries to
discuss Thomas McKean’s comments on Mrs. Warren’s late brother, the
brilliant but erratic James Otis, Jr., at the 1765 Stamp Act Congress.
“Governor M.Keans notice of your brother I thought worth preserving
in your family. The oddity of the dialogue and the particular moment
of its composition were the circumstances that made it rather an object
of curiosity than use. I think however the traits of character are correct.” In a letter from McKean to Adams dated Aug. 20, 1813, McKean
reminisces about the Stamp Act Congress that convened in New York on
Oct. 7 to elect a president of that body: “In the Congress of 1765, there
were several conspicuous characters. Mr. James Otis appeared to be the
boldest and best speaker. I voted for him as our President, but Brigadier
Ruggles succeeded by one vote, owing to the number of the committee
from New York, as we voted individually” (The Works of John Adams, X,
pp.60-62). Adams then moves on to further reflection on the rest of her
family of ardent patriots: “I know not madam what your father [James
Otis, Sr.], your husband [James Warren] or your brother would think of
these times.” Adams, however, is reluctant to conjecture about what the
future might hold for America. “A mighty effort of nature is in operation that no understanding below that Providence which superintends
and directs it, can comprehend. An entire separation, in government at
least, between America and Europe seems to be commencing: but what
will be its course when and how it will terminate; and what influence it
will have upon Asia and Africa, no living man, I believe will pretend to
foresee.” Nevertheless, Adams believes that he, Mercy, and their fellow
patriots had long since laid the necessary groundwork for the political
sanguinity of America, but whose fate no longer lay in their hands, due
to advanced age. “We have acted our parts. The curtain will soon be
drawn upon us. We must leave the future to that Providence which has
protected us in the past. This sentiment of duty and interest I doubt
not, Madam, will be approved by you; as I hope it is reallized [sic] with
gratitude, and entire confidence and submission by your old friend and
respectful humble servant.”
A cordial letter to an old friend, showing a more mature and philosophical John Adams. Warren was eighty-five at the time – she was older than
Adams – and she died less than a year later.
$35,000.

Senator James Buchanan
on Domestic Banking and International Relations
2. Buchanan, James: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM
JAMES BUCHANAN TO JAMES A. CALDWELL]. Washington,
D.C. May 23, 1842. [2]pp. Quarto. Very good. In a green cloth chemise.
Reading in part:
“In regard to Mr. Tyler’s measures of nomination; I feel every disposition
to support both when I can do so without a violation of principle; but I
cannot approve his Exchequer project. Indeed it has but few, – very few
friends in either party. As it was originally presented by the Secretary
of the Treasury (Walter Forward), I considered it more dangerous if possible than a National Bank....Nothing has yet authentically transpired of
the character of Lord Ashburton’s negotiations. He is very pacific in his
conversation; I have no doubt he sincerely desires to preserve the peace
between the two countries, but we cannot yet form any decided opinion
at what may be the results....One of the greatest evils under our system
is the unreasonable length of the sessions of Congress. We have now
been in session nearly six months and the House have not yet begun to
consider the tariff question....”
Tyler’s Exchequer Project was a plan presented to Congress in December
1841, which envisioned a public banking institution directed by a nonpartisan Board of Control. “Lord Ashburton’s negotiations,” conducted
with Daniel Webster, had adopted a compromise northern boundary of
Maine.
$2500.

Clicking on any item – text or image – will take you to our website
for easy ordering and to view any additional images.

A Remarkable Political Letter from a Future President
3. Buchanan, James: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM
JAMES BUCHANAN TO MAYOR DAVID LYNCH, WITH CANDID OPINIONS FROM BUCHANAN ON DEMOCRATIC RIVALS
LEWIS CASS AND STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS, AND EVENTUAL
WHIG NOMINEE GEN. WINFIELD SCOTT]. Wheatland, near
Lancaster, [Pa.] April 28, 1852. [2]pp. on a folded folio leaf, docketed on
the fourth page. One horizontal and two vertical folds. Lightly dampstained. Two tiny edge tears. Very good. In a blue half leather and cloth
folding box, gilt.
A remarkable political letter from future president James Buchanan,
marked “Private” for Mayor David Lynch of Pittsburgh, whose support
Buchanan secured for his potential presidential nomination at the 1852
Democratic Convention. Buchanan concisely conveys to Lynch his assessment of three close rivals for the White House.
Buchanan had presidential aspirations as early as 1834 when he was elected
to the Senate. He was considered for the 1844 Democratic nomination,
which would eventually go to James K. Polk. For his support Buchanan
was appointed by Polk as Secretary of State in 1845. Buchanan made a
good run at the 1852 nomination, though the nomination and ultimately
the presidency went to Franklin Pierce. In this letter, dated just over a
month before the Democratic National Convention at Maryland Institute Hall in Baltimore, Buchanan writes candidly about other potential
presidential nominees.
Of Gen. Lewis Cass, Buchanan writes:
“Your review of some matters relating to General Cass contains nothing
but facts; & yet should it ever be traced to you from our known friendship & intimacy it will be employed by his friends to injure me....Neither
Cass nor his leading friends in Pennsylvania deserve any forbearance at
our hands; but he has friends in other States, who, I know, are strongly
inclined in my favor, & we ought not to pursue any course which would
drive them from their purpose.”
Buchanan’s appraisal of Stephen A. Douglas is measured, but positive:
“He possesses fine talents, a strong character & decided energy; & although I cannot approve all his conduct or that of some of his friends,
he is not liable to so many objections as his western competitor [Lewis
Cass]. With a few years good training, he would make an excellent
President.” Buchanan reserves the most heat for his Whig adversary,

Gen. Winfield Scott: “Scott, in order to secure all the free soil votes of
the non-slaveholding States, will refrain from signing a pledge to sustain
the Fugitive Slave Law; but yet he will give assurances to his Southern
friends that he will faithfully execute this law & there will be proclaimed
every where in the South....”
General Winfield Scott was nominated by the Whigs on the 53rd ballot at
their June 17-20, 1852 convention, also held at Maryland Institute Hall,
and then soundly defeated in November by Pierce, 296 to 42 electoral
votes. Scott won just four states: Kentucky, Tennessee, Massachusetts, and
Vermont. Interestingly, Buchanan does not discuss Pierce in this letter,
as the latter emerged as a compromise candidate well into the balloting
process at the 1852 Democratic convention.
A candid peek inside the political mind of a future president.

$9000.

Subscription Booksellers Cheat the President
4. Cleveland, Grover: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM
GROVER CLEVELAND TO J.W. MORRIS, REGARDING CLEVELAND’S DISAPPOINTMENT WITH HIS SUBSCRIPTION TO AN
AMERICAN EDITION OF THE EncyclopEdia Britannica]. Buffalo.
March 19, 1881. [2]pp. on a 10½ x 8-inch sheet of “Bass, Cleveland &
Bissell” law office stationery. Old folds. Slightly soiled. Very good.
An interesting letter from future president Grover Cleveland, complaining
about the quality of the “American edition” of the Encyclopedia Britannica
to which he has subscribed. This letter was written less than four years
before Cleveland’s first election to the presidency of the United States
(he served two terms, 1885-89 and 1893-97). Cleveland likely subscribed
to the ninth edition of the Britannica, which was published between 1875
and 1889 and which is regarded as a model of scholarship. It was very
popular and was widely pirated by American publishers. He writes to
J.W. Morris:
“Dear Sir, I became a subscriber to the Encyclopedia Britannica upon
the representation that it was printed from the original plates of the
English Edition. Within the last two or three months I was called on by
the agent for what is called the American Reprint. He had in his possession what he said was [sic] some volumes of the original work and by
comparing them with the books I had received under my subscription it
was entirely apparent that there were important differences. I became
a subscriber for the American Reprint. I am content with it. If I have
been deceived I cannot help it, for I have not the time nor inclination to
re-examine the matter. One thing is very certain: If I had had any idea of
the consequences which have followed my original subscription, it never
would have been made. This letter is not for publication. If it were I
think I should add some advice suggested by my experience. Yours truly,
Grover Cleveland.”
$950.

Grover Cleveland Sells Law Books
5. Cleveland, Grover: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM
GROVER CLEVELAND TO HOWARD VAN SINDEREN, REGARDING THE SALE OF SOME OF CLEVELAND’S LAW BOOKS].
Washington. April 24, 1893. [1]p. plus integral blank. Single horizontal
fold. Fine.
During his second term President Grover Cleveland writes to Howard
Van Sinderen, thanking him for handling the sale of some of Cleveland’s
law books: “I received today the check you sent me for $125 20/100
being proceeds of the sale of law books on my a/c by Baker Voorhis &
Co. Please accept my thanks for your trouble in the matter.” Howard
Van Sinderen was a New York lawyer, descended from old Dutch stock
in New York. Cleveland served two non-consecutive terms as president
in 1885-89 and 1893-97. He apparently found it easier than most to sell
used law books.
$850.

Eisenhower at Home at Gettysburg
6. Eisenhower, Dwight D.: [TYPED LETTER, SIGNED, FROM
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER TO KING V. HOSTICK, THANKING
HIM FOR “THE LITTLE BOOK CONTAINING A REPORT ON
THE CEREMONIES AT THE DEDICATION OF THE BATTLEFIELD OF GETTYSBURG”]. Washington, D.C. November 2, 1954.
[1]p. on White House stationery. Fine.
It isn’t clear to us which book the Illinois manuscript dealer and Lincoln
scholar Hostick gave Eisenhower, but President Eisenhower felt moved
to write: “...As you point out, it is interesting and sad to note the lack
of prominence given to one of the greatest utterances of all time...it is
a welcome addition to the library I hope to have at Gettysburg....” The
Eisenhowers had a small working farm just outside of Gettysburg, where
the President retired in 1961 and where he died in 1969. He was an active supporter and Trustee of Gettysburg College.
$2500.

Fillmore to Webster Regarding a Consular Post
7. Fillmore, Millard: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM
MILLARD FILLMORE TO DANIEL WEBSTER, RECOMMENDING
JAMES THOMPSON AS CONSUL TO SCOTLAND]. Washington.
August 28, 1841. [1]p. Quarto, on a folded folio sheet. Old folds, a few
spots of foxing. Near fine.
Congressman Millard Fillmore writes to Secretary of State Daniel Webster, recommending James Thompson for the position of U.S. Consul at
Glasgow. Fillmore was serving as a Congressman from New York at the
time. He was elected vice president with Zachary Taylor, and assumed
the office of the presidency when Taylor died in 1850, just one year into
his term.
$1500.

Hoover Responds to Harding
8. Hoover, Herbert: [TYPED LETTER, SIGNED, FROM HERBERT
HOOVER TO WARREN G. HARDING, REGARDING AN APPLICATION FOR A POSITION IN THE FOOD ADMINISTRATION].
Washington. August 18, 1917. [1]p. Quarto. Old fold lines. Two small
chips at left edge. Very good.
Herbert Hoover as head of the Food Administration writes to Ohio Senator Warren G. Harding in response to a letter recommending Mrs. L.F.
McFarland for a position. Hoover writes: “At the present moment, it is
impossible to say to what extent the Food Administration can avail itself
of Mrs. McFarland’s services, but I can assure you that her application
will receive every attention.” Harding’s secretary has written a manuscript
note at the end of the letter, “For Mrs. McFarland’s information,” and
signed on behalf of the Senator. A correspondence between two future
presidents.
$600.

President Hoover Writes His Envoy to Sweden
9. Hoover, Herbert: [TYPED LETTER, SIGNED, FROM HERBERT
HOOVER TO J.M. MOREHEAD, THE AMERICAN MINISTER
TO SWEDEN]. Washington. May 15, 1930. [1]p., plus integral blank
leaf; with original typed envelope. Old folds, else fine.
Letter from President Herbert Hoover to J.M. Morehead, the U.S. Minister to Sweden at Stockholm, which reads, “My dear Mr. Minister: I have
your kind note of April 29th. I am glad to see that you are settling into
the new work and that you find Stockholm an agreeable place to live.”
$550.

A Magnificent Jefferson Letter,
Discussing the Peace Treaty of 1783, the State of America,
and N otes oN the s tate of V irgiNia
10. Jefferson, Thomas: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM
THOMAS JEFFERSON TO FRANÇOIS-JEAN DE CHASTELLUX, COMMUNICATING THE OFFICIAL RATIFICATION OF
THE TREATY OF PARIS, THE CURRENT STATE OF THE
NEW NATION, AND THE FORTHCOMING PUBLICATION
OF HIS n otEs on thE s tatE of V irginia ]. Annapolis. January 16,
1784. [2]pp. on a single folded folio sheet. Old faint fold lines, upper and lower edges gilt. Blind stamp of the Chastellux Archives in
upper right corner of first leaf. Fine. In a half blue morocco box and
chemise, spine gilt.
An outstanding letter written by Thomas Jefferson to François-Jean
de Chastellux, shortly after the ratification of the definitive Treaty
of Paris by the United States Congress of the Confederation, noting
its recent approval and the imminent dispatch of an official copy to
Paris. The letter continues to discuss at length the condition of the
newly independent United States, refuting the rumors of potential
anarchy being circulated in Europe, but lamenting the lack of available
hard currency in the country. “This letter is reminiscent of others
written by [Jefferson] at the opening of the Revolution in which he
endeavored by private communications to influence opinion of America
abroad” – Founders Online.
Jefferson goes on to discuss the potential publication of his Notes on
the State of Virginia and gives encouragement to Chastellux to publish
more widely his own account of his experiences in America during
the Revolution. Chastellux served as a major general in the French
army under Rochambeau and travelled widely in America from 1780 to
1783. Howes calls the narrative of this time that Chastellux eventually
published in its complete form in 1786 “the first trustworthy record
of life in the United States.” After the war Chastellux remained in
friendly communication with many vital figures of the Revolution and
the early United States, including Jefferson and George Washington.
Jefferson begins his missive with a mention of the final ratification
of the Treaty of Paris, which had occurred two days earlier, on January 14, 1784:
“Lt. Colo. Franks being appointed to carry to Paris one of the copies
of our ratification of the Definitive treaty, and being to depart in the

instant of his appointment furnishes me a hasty opportunity of obtruding
myself on your recollection. Should this prove troublesome you must
take the blame as having exposed yourself to my esteem by letting me
become acquainted with your merit.”
The principle purpose of the letter, however, is a brief appraisal of the
state of the new country, disavowing reports of “anarchy” reaching Europe:
“We are diverted with the European accounts of the anarchy and opposition to government in America. Nothing can be more untrue than
these relations. There was indeed some dissatisfaction in the army at not
being paid off before they were disbanded, and a very trifling mutiny of
200 souldiers in Philadelphia. On the latter occasion, Congress left that
place disgusted with the pusillanimity of the government and not from any
want of security to their own persons. The indignation which the other
states felt at this insult to their delegates has enlisted them more warmly
in support of Congress; and the people, the legislature and the Executive
themselves of Pennsva. have made the most satisfactory atonements.”
Any unrest that does or did exist, Jefferson tells Chastellux, is related to
monetary issues resulting from the prosecution of the war:
“The greatest difficulty we find is to get money from them. The reason
is not founded in their unwillingness, but in their real inability. You were
a witness to the total destruction of our commerce, devastation of our
country, and absence of the precious metals. It cannot be expected that
these should flow in but through the channels of commerce, or that these
channels can be opened in the first instant of peace. Time is requisite
to avail ourselves of the productions of the earth, and the first of these
will be applied to renew our stock of those necessaries of which we had
been totally exhausted.”

The final section of the letter is devoted to the discussion of prospective
publications, with Jefferson encouraging Chastellux to publish fully a
narrative of his travels in America and announcing his intention to see
his own writings on Virginia, circulated previously only in manuscript,
into print:
“I am in daily hopes of seeing something from your pen which may portray
us to ourselves. Aware of the bias of self love and prejudice in myself
and that your pictures will be faithful I am determined to annihilate my
own opinions and give full credit to yours. I must caution you to distrust
information from my answers to Monsr. de Marbois’ queries. I have lately
had a little leisure to revise them. I found some things should be omitted, many corrected, and more supplied and enlarged. They are swelled
nearly to treble bulk. Being now too much for M.S. copies, I think the
ensuing spring to print a dozen or 20 copies to be given to my friends,
not suffering another to go out. As I have presumed to place you in that
number I shall take the liberty of sending you a copy....”
The private printing of Notes... alluded to here by Jefferson was eventually produced in Paris in 1785 in an edition of 200 copies and is one of
the great high points in printed Americana.
A remarkable Jefferson letter, written to a key French ally and respected
writer in his own right, touching on important events and conditions in
the early United States, as well as on classic and influential accounts of
America.
PAPERS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON 6, pp.466-67. FOUNDERS ONLINE, “From Thomas Jefferson to Chastellux, 16 January 1784.” http://
founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-06-02-0359. $115,000.

Jefferson on Neutrality and Maritime Power
During the Genêt Affair
11. Jefferson, Thomas: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED,
FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON AS SECRETARY OF STATE TO
MARYLAND GOVERNOR THOMAS SIM LEE, REGARDING
WASHINGTON’S NEUTRALITY PROCLAMATION, THE SEIZURE OF A BRITISH SHIP IN THE WATERS OFF MARYLAND,
AND THE POWERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF STATES
VERSUS THOSE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT]. Philadelphia. May 25, 1793. [1]p. manuscript letter on a quarto sheet, 9¼ x
7½ inches. Old folds. Small tape repair on verso. Near fine. In a cloth
chemise and half morocco and cloth slipcase, spine gilt.
A relatively brief but significant letter from Thomas Jefferson that
relates to a number of important foreign and domestic political issues
that bedeviled George Washington’s administration in the early 1790s.
The issues addressed by Jefferson, directly and indirectly, include the
war between France and Great Britain, Washington’s Neutrality Proclamation with regard to that conflict, the efforts of Edmond Genêt to
enlist private American aid in commandeering British shipping, and the
duties, powers, and responsibilities of the individual states as opposed
to the federal government. The task of enforcing American neutrality
fell largely to Jefferson as Secretary of State, and it was a major instance
of his reasoned notion that America must remain neutral coming into
conflict with his emotional attachment to France.
Edmond Genêt, the first minister of the French Republic to the United
States, arrived in Charleston, South Carolina on April 8, 1793, and immediately undertook a course of actions that strained French-American
relations. France had declared war on Great Britain the previous
February, and Genêt sought to enlist American assistance in seizing
British ships, and in attacking British holdings in North America. He
commissioned American ships as privateers against British ships, and
established French prize courts to divide the spoils. Just two weeks
after Genêt’s arrival, Washington pronounced that the official policy
of the United States toward France and Great Britain would be strict
neutrality, and he instructed American citizens to refrain from any
belligerent activities.
This neutrality proclamation did nothing to dissuade Genêt, however,
and on April 29 a British-owned schooner, Eunice, was captured off
the coast of Virginia by an American-built and armed schooner that

sailed under French colors, but which was manned largely by Americans.
The Eunice was sent to Baltimore, where it was to be tried in a (Genêtorganized) prize court. In the wake of this and other events, the Washington administration issued several important directives in May 1793,
including an order for prosecuting American citizens bearing arms with
European belligerents, and circular letters to the state governors regarding
the preservation of peace and against the outfitting of privateering vessels.
The present letter from Jefferson to Maryland governor Thomas Sim
Lee is a response to a letter from Lee dated May 20th. In that letter Lee
updated Jefferson on the status of the Eunice, and deferred to the federal
government on how to proceed with that issue and in similar cases. In
the present letter of May 25th, Jefferson responds to Lee in a direct and
forthright manner, informing him that he has shown Lee’s letter of the
20th to President Washington. Jefferson addresses the issue of how to
deal with Americans aiding the belligerents, referring to Attorney General
Edmund Randolph’s recently issued order: “Measures had been already
taken for prosecuting such American citizens as had joined in the capture
therein mentioned, a letter to that effect having been written to the Attorney of the U.S. in the state of Maryland.” With regard to how the
states should respond to instances of captured ships being brought into

their ports, Jefferson informs Lee that the federal government expects
the states to use their own resources:
“With respect to the prize, the government did not think itself authorised
to do any thing. Your Excellency will have been informed by a letter
from the Secretary at war, addressed to you as the head of the militia
of your state, of the measures proposed for preventing the fitting out
privateers in our ports in future, as well as for the preservation of peace
within our limits.”
This refers to the two orders issued by Secretary of War Henry Knox on
May 23 and May 24, just a few days before Jefferson wrote this letter.
Throughout 1793, Secretary of State Jefferson wrestled with the issues
raised by the war between Great Britain and France: America’s neutrality, his personal pro-French sentiments, the deleterious effects of Genêt’s
activities, and the role that the states and the federal government should
play in preserving peace. This letter encompasses all those issues.
PAPERS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON 26, pp.67-68, 117-18. Malone,
Jefferson and the Ordeal of Liberty, pp.79-89, 102-3. Harry Ammon, The
Genet Mission (New York, 1973), pp.32-79. Lawrence S. Kaplan, Jefferson
and France (New Haven, 1967), pp.51-59.
$47,500.

Clicking on any item – text or image – will take you to our website
for easy ordering and to view any additional images.

President Jefferson Sends the British Ambassador
Some Pecan Nuts to Plant in England
12. Jefferson, Thomas: [AUTOGRAPH NOTE FROM PRESIDENT
THOMAS JEFFERSON TO AMBASSADOR DAVID ERSKINE,
CONVEYING SOME PECANS]. [N.p., but Washington]. December
1, 1807. [1]p., on a single quarto sheet. Old folds. Neat separation at
center horizontal fold and small tears in edges expertly mended. Backed
with thin Japanese paper. Minor soiling. Good.
An interesting letter from President Thomas Jefferson to British Ambassador David Erskine, sending him a gift of pecan nuts and a book. The
nuts were to be sent to Erskine’s father, Lord Thomas Erskine, then Lord
Chancellor of England. Jefferson writes:
“Th. Jefferson presents his respects to Mr. Erskine and begs leave through
him to present a bag of Paccan nuts (Juglans Paccan) for the acceptance
of Lord Erskine & as a mark of his respect for him. They are of this
year’s crop & will probably vegetate if planted before the spring; and the
sooner the better, they may perhaps be a year in the ground. They bear
our climate to the northward of this where the degree of cold is much
greater than in the middle parts of England. The richer the soil they are
planted in, the more thrifty will they be. He sends also Mde. de Stael’s
Corinne for the perusal of Mr. Erskine & Mr. Foster.”
The note has been docketed: “From the President Jefferson of the U.S.
of America.”
David Erskine served as the British Ambassador to the United States from
1807 to 1809. He had lived in the United States for some time after
graduating from Cambridge, and was married to an American. Both he
and his father tended to be pro-American in their views. After the fall of
the “Ministry of All Talents,” which turned his father out of office, David
Erskine was fired as Ambassador by the new Foreign Secretary, Canning,
who thought Erskine had gone too far in his offers to compromise over
the Chesapeake-Leopard affair. This gift certainly illustrates his friendly
relationship with Jefferson.
The development of varied plantings of trees and plants from around
the world was a passion of many British aristocrats from the early 18th
century. Jefferson’s gift, highlighting his own passion for plantings, was
also a canny way of reaching out to those in power in England, using an
American product, in a way which could not be construed as a political
gaffe.
$19,000.

Jefferson Refuses a Demand “for certain services performed”
13. Jefferson, Thomas: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED,
FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JAMES L. EDWARDS OF
BOSTON, REFUSING DEMANDS FOR PAYMENT FROM A
NEWSPAPER PUBLISHER]. Monticello. September 5, [1811].
[1½]pp. on a single leaf, with separate leaf folded as cover, addressed
and franked with Jefferson’s signature. Pen and ink on paper. Quarto.
Clean, partial split along one fold, old 1/16-inch archival repairs to
three corners, else fine. Cover leaf with modest soiling, traces of seal.
In a blue half morocco and cloth slipcase.
An interesting Jefferson letter in which he rebuffs a request for payment of a thousand dollars by the editor of the Savannah Republican
newspaper. He stridently objects to the payment demand, and seeks to
defend his honor and reputation in setting his correspondent straight.
Jefferson subscribed to a number of newspapers while he was president, including the Savannah Republican. He cancelled almost all of
these subscriptions, including that for the Savannah Republican, when
he left office at the beginning of 1809, taking care to pay all his
outstanding bills. It appears from this letter that Norman McLean,
one-time editor of the Savannah Republican, promised his successor,
James Edwards, that he would pay Edwards money he owed him
once he collected $1000 owed McLean by Jefferson. Edwards wrote
to Jefferson on August 20, 1811 asking for the money that Jefferson
owed McLean. In the present letter Jefferson stridently objects to the
request and insists that his account with McLean is settled. A review
of Jefferson’s memorandum and account books corroborates Jefferson’s
claim. McLean was seemingly trying to forestall Edwards’ requests
for payment by claiming that Jefferson still owed him money, and that
he would pay Edwards when he was paid by Jefferson.
Jefferson writes:
“Sir,
“Your letter of August 20th has truly surprised me. In that it is said
that, for certain services performed by Mr. James Lyon and Mr. Samuel
Morse, formerly editors of the Savannah Republican, I promised them
the sum of 1000 D. This, Sir, is totally unfounded. I never promised
to any printer on earth the sum of 1000 D., nor any other sum, for
certain services performed, or for any services which that expression would imply. I have had no accounts with printers but for their
newspapers, for which I have paid always the ordinary price and no

more. I have occasionally joined in moderate contributions to printers,
as I have done to other descriptions of persons, distressed or persecuted,
not by promise, but the actual payment of what I contributed. When
Mr. Morse went to Savannah, he called on me and told me he meant to
publish a paper there, for which I subscribed, and paid him the year in
advance. I continued to take it from his successors, Everett & McLean,
and Everett & Evans, and paid for it at different epochs up to December
31, 1808, when I withdrew my subscription. You say McLean informed
you ‘he had some expectation of getting the money, as he had received
a letter from me on the subject.’ If such a letter exists under my name,
it is a forgery. I never wrote but a single letter to him; that was of the
28th of January, 1810, and was on the subject of the last payment made
for his newspaper, and on no other subject; and I have two receipts of
his, (the last dated March 9, 1809) of payments for his paper, both stating to be in full of all demands, and a letter of the 17th of April, 1810,
in reply to mine, manifestly showing he had no demand against me of
any other nature. The promise is said to have been made to Morse &
Lyon. Were Mr. Morse living, I should appeal to him with confidence,
as I believe him to have been a very honest man. Mr. Lyon I suppose to
be living, and will, I am sure, acquit me of any such transaction as that
alleged. The truth, then, being that I never made the promise suggested,
nor any one of a like nature to any printer or other person whatever, every
principle of justice and of self-respect requires that I should not listen
to any such demand.”
Jefferson sent James Lyon a copy of the letter the same day:
“You will perceive at once its swindling object. My confidence in your
character leaves me without a doubt of your honest aid in repelling this
base and bold attempt to fix on me practices to which no honors or powers in this world would ever have induced me to stoop. I have solicited
none, intrigued for none.”
Jefferson died severely in debt, and he was plagued by money problems
throughout his life. He was no doubt sensitive to the problem of his
outstanding accounts and, as this letter shows, overly sensitive to demands
for money which he did not owe. An evocative letter.
WRITINGS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON (1907) XIII, pp.82-84.
$45,000.

TROOPS IN THE EARLY DAYS
OF THE CIVIL WAR, WITH LINCOLN’S FIVE-LINE ENDORSEMENT AND SIGNATURE]. Washington, D.C. April 1861. [1]p. on a
folded folio sheet of “Thirty-Sixth
Congress House of Representatives”
illustrated letterhead. Plus integral
blank, docketed and with a four-line
note in an unknown hand on the fourth
page, as well as Lincoln’s signature
and five-line autograph endorsement.
Two old horizontal folds. One small
nick to right edge of both leaves, small
contemporary ink stains. Near fine.
An excellent Lincoln signature and autograph endorsement from the earliest
days of the Civil War, on an interesting
letter relating the efforts to keep the
U.S.S. Constitution from falling into
Confederate hands.

In the First Weeks of the Civil War, Lincoln Orders New Uniforms
for the Troops that Kept the U.S.S. Constitution
from Falling Into Confederate Hands
14. Lincoln, Abraham: Monroe, Timothy: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER,
SIGNED, FROM COMMANDER TIMOTHY MONROE OF THE
MASSACHUSETTS 8th MILITIA REGIMENT TO PRESIDENT
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, REQUESTING NEW UNIFORMS FOR HIS

Commander Timothy Monroe of the
8th Massachusetts Militia Regiment
writes President Lincoln on a piece
of House Representatives letterhead,
with a manuscript date of “April, 1861.”
Monroe relates “that the troops under
his command, have by the most severe
labor, in rescuing the Frigate Constitution from the hands of the secessionists, and by repairing the Rail Road
from Anapolis [sic] to the junction,
including the bridges &c. completely destroyed their uniforms, the only
clothing with which they left Massachusetts and that by so doing they
are in a condition not appropriate to appear on public parade.” Monroe
requests that all his troops “officers excepted” be provided with a fatigue
dress “or such other dress as will meet their wants.” Lincoln was moved
to action by Monroe’s request, and writes on the integral blank: “Will
the War Department please see that the within made request be complied
with? A. Lincoln.”

At the outbreak of the Civil War in mid-April 1861, members of the 8th
Massachusetts earned the distinction of being the first to arrive in Boston after the President’s proclamation, less than a day after the call for
troops went out. At that time U.S.S. Constitution was stationed at the
United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, and in response
to threats from the South and southern sympathizers in the city, several
Massachusetts volunteer regiments were sent to secure the Naval Academy and rescue “Old Ironsides” from secessionist hands. As related by
Commander Monroe the Massachusetts troops were successful, but at
the cost of their uniforms.
An engaging letter from the early days of the war, with five manuscript
lines and the signature of President Lincoln.
$25,000.

James Madison Explains to a New Hampshire Merchant
the Administration’s Attempts to Revise the Louisiana Purchase Treaty
in Order to Settle Private American Claims Against France
15. Madison, James: [MANUSCRIPT LETTER, SIGNED TWICE,
FROM JAMES MADISON AS SECRETARY OF STATE TO NEW
HAMPSHIRE MERCHANT JAMES SHEAFE, REGARDING MODIFICATIONS OF THE PAYMENT TERMS FOR THE LOUISIANA
PURCHASE, AND RELATED TO SHEAFE’S EFFORTS AT SEEKING PAYMENT OF SPOLIATION CLAIMS AGAINST FRANCE].
Washington, D.C. February 8, 1804. [1]p., on a bifolium sheet, addressed
and docketed on verso of the integral blank leaf. Original mailing folds,
short fold separations of first leaf, one repaired on verso. Fold line separations on integral leaf repaired with tape on blank recto, small area of
marginal loss to second leaf (likely from opening), old tape repair along
central vertical fold. In good condition, the letter quite displayable. In a
black half morocco and marbled board folding case, spine gilt.
An insightful communication from Secretary of State James Madison to
James Sheafe, an important New England merchant and former Congressman and Senator, regarding payment to France for the lands acquired
in the Louisiana Purchase, with direct reference to the April 30, 1803
agreement that sealed the deal. The text of Madison’s letter to Sheafe
also relates to unpaid spoliation claims owed to Sheafe that became embroiled in the second part of the Louisiana Purchase treaty. Here, in a
secretarial hand, Madison’s letter reads, in full:
“Department of State. 8th February 1804.
“Sir,
“In answer to your letter of the 13th ult. I have to inform you, that instructions have been transmitted to Paris calculated to promote a modification,
if possible, of the Convention of the 30th of April last, so as to divide the
sum payable under it, more equally among the claims, than may happen
from its operation in its present form. I have the honor to be, Sir, Your
most Obt Servt. James Madison.”
Madison’s signature is in his own hand, and he also signs his name next
to the free frank stamp on the address panel on the verso of the integral
blank.
Madison writes here to Portsmouth, New Hampshire merchant James
Sheafe (1755-1829), a Federalist and former Congressman and Senator,

who had resigned from the Senate in 1802 to pursue his business interests. The letter was written in response to a January 13, 1804 letter from
Sheafe to Madison, of which Madison’s recipient’s copy is retained by the
National Archives. Madison and Sheafe had exchanged a few letters and
met personally regarding Sheafe’s efforts to obtain financial relief from
France for several spoliation claims related to the French seizure and/
or destruction of at least three of Sheafe’s merchant ships. According to
the Louisiana Purchase treaty of April 30, 1803 (directly referenced in
the present letter), such claims were then assumed by the United States
as part of the payment for the Louisiana territory. From July 5 to December 1, 1803, a three-member commission examined the more than
500 claims levied against France by American entities, and decided to
settle about 350 of them within the context of the Louisiana Purchase
treaty, leaving over 170 claims to be considered by the French government. Litigation of these unsettled claims continued throughout the
remainder of the 19th century and many remained unsettled after 1924
(and were presumably never settled). It is unclear when or if Sheafe ever
settled his own claims, but given his stature, they were likely settled by
the aforementioned commission.
Interestingly, the text of Madison’s letter also indicates that President
Jefferson was at this time seeking to adjust the payment terms for the
Louisiana Purchase, some two months after the United States took formal possession of the territory. The Purchase was itself the subject of
intense domestic controversy, typified by numerous debates in Congress
over the potential acquisition. At the center of the controversy were
issues related to the debt engendered by the transaction, as well as the
question of whether President Jefferson had the Constitutional authority
to acquire the land. Another important issue was the feeling among the
current roster of states, particularly in New England, that the balance
of the Union would be greatly altered by the inclusion of such vast new
territory, and that the influence and significance of long-established states
would be diminished. In the end, of course, the Louisiana Purchase was
made, and the influence of the United States grew as its footprint proceeded across the continent.
A brief but important letter from Secretary of State James Madison sent
to a notable New Hampshire merchant and former Senator seeking repayment from the French government in the midst of the transfer of the
Louisiana territory to the United States.
$13,500.

Prosecutor McKinley Makes Out an Indictment for Forgery
16. McKinley, William: [AUTOGRAPH COURT DOCUMENT,
SIGNED BY WILLIAM McKINLEY AS PROSECUTING ATTORNEY FOR STARK COUNTY, OHIO]. [Canton, Ohio]. April 8, 1871.
[1]p. Docketed on verso. Folio. Old folds. Several small chips at right
edge. Very good.
An indictment for forgery by a Grand Jury in the Court of Common Pleas
in Stark County, Ohio, written and signed by William McKinley, the
county’s prosecuting attorney. The indictment against A.B. Way claims
that Way forged and counterfeited a promissory note in the amount of
$200 in April 1871. McKinley has written out the entire text of the indictment and signed his name at the bottom.
$850.

Recruiting a Secretary for His Tumultuous Mission in France
17. Monroe, James: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM
AMERICAN MINISTER TO FRANCE JAMES MONROE TO
JOHN HENRY PURVIANCE, REGARDING MONROE’S NEW
DUTIES AND HIS NEED FOR CONSULAR ASSISTANCE]. Paris.
September 28, 1794. [3]pp. on a folded folio sheet, docketed on the blank
fourth page. Old folds. Short separations along folds, light creasing. Very
good. In a half red morocco and marbled paper folding case, spine gilt.
A lengthy and friendly correspondence from James Monroe during the
early part of his tumultuous two-year term as Minister to France for President George Washington’s fledgling American government. Appointed
by Washington to succeed Gouverneur Morris, Monroe arrived in Paris
shortly after the fall of Robespierre. Just a few months into his term, in
August 1794, Monroe made his infamous speech in which he overpraised
the French republic, and it haunted the remainder of his tenure; at this
time, it was the policy of Washington’s administration to maintain strict
neutrality in international affairs. This speech, along with a series of
diplomatic moves with which President Washington disagreed, led to
Monroe’s recall from France in 1796.
Here, a month after making his controversial speech, Monroe writes to
Baltimore native John Henry Purviance to gauge his interest in potential
employment in France as Monroe’s secretary. Monroe writes: “Since my
arrival here a great variety of duties in the commercial line and which
it was equally impossible and improper for me to perform has made it
necessary for me to appoint provisionally (subject to the approval of our
government) a consul to take charge of them in this city.” Monroe adds
that his first choice for the consul position is Fulwar Skipwith, who in
fact became Consul-General in Paris in 1795, and who Purviance notes
(in manuscript, at the head of this letter) was the person who delivered
this letter from Monroe to him.
Monroe continues that the appointment for a consul, if successful, would
require him to “provide some person to perform the office of Secy. in
the interim.” Monroe admits he is also considering John Bartow Prevost
for the secretary position “if he would accept it & in case he would not”
the position would go to Purviance. Monroe acknowledges heartily a
recommendation from “Mr. Curson of Bal” that named Purviance for
the potential secretary vacancy: “I need not repeat my former assurances
of the pleasure with which I shall embrace any opportunity which may
occur to testify to you the respect I have for the recommendation of my

friends in Bal: who made you known to me, as well as the good opinion
I entertain of your merit.”
Somewhere along the way Monroe did not offer the secretary position to
Prevost, even though he was being urged to do so by Aaron Burr, Prevost’s
stepfather. Perhaps it was precisely because Burr was pressuring Monroe
to hire Prevost that he did not; Monroe’s opinion of Burr was decidedly
negative. Ultimately, the recruitment effort worked, and by November,
Purviance was Monroe’s private secretary in Paris. Purviance would also
serve in the same capacity for Monroe during his term as minister to
England in 1803-04. Correspondence between Monroe and John Henry
Purviance is recorded in the Papers of James Monroe, but this letter is
unknown to them, and it is not listed in the Founders Online website.
A rare glimpse into the nuts and bolts of the diplomatic machinery of the
young United States.
$6750.

James Monroe Arranges to Keep Informed
While an American Diplomat in Europe, 1794
18. Monroe, James: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM
JAMES MONROE TO SENATOR JOHN LANGDON OF NEW
HAMPSHIRE, ASKING HIM TO KEEP MONROE INFORMED
ABOUT POLITICAL AFFAIRS IN THE UNITED STATES WHILE
MONROE SERVES AS U.S. MINISTER TO FRANCE]. Baltimore.
June 19, 1794. [1]p., docketed on verso. Single quarto sheet. Old fold
lines. Light wear and soiling, two older tape repairs on verso. Staining
on right edge. Good plus.
James Monroe writes to New Hampshire Senator John Langdon immediately before Monroe’s departure to take up his position as U.S. Minster
to France. Monroe resigned his Virginia seat in the Senate to accept the
diplomatic position to France. In this letter he asks Langdon to remain
informed about affairs in the Senate:
“Dear sir, I cannot take my departure without dropping you a line to
request that you will occasionally write & give me such information as
you know I expect to possess, where I am going. I sail in a few hours
upon a mission which was little thought of when you left Philadelphia.
Present our best respects to Mrs. Langdon & yr. daughter & be assured
of the esteem & regard with I am sincerely yours, Jas. Monroe.”
John Langdon (1741-1819) was a New Hampshire merchant and politician
who was one of New Hampshire’s first senators. He served as president
pro tempore of the Senate and later held the office of the governor of the
state. Though he started out as a Federalist, Langdon switched his views
and allegiances to the Jeffersonian Republicans around 1794. He and
Monroe served in the Senate together before Monroe left to begin his
diplomatic career across the Atlantic. Further evidence of their continued
friendship is indicated by President Monroe’s visit to Langdon while he
was in New Hampshire in 1817.
James Monroe (1758-1831) was serving as a Senator from Virginia when
he was appointed U.S. Minister to France, where he served from 1794 to
1796. In the end Monroe was considered too friendly to the French cause
and was replaced by Charles Cotesworth Pinckney. He was subsequently
twice governor of Virginia, Minister to Britain, Secretary of War, and
Secretary of State before being elected to the office of the presidency in
1817.
$7500.

Congressman Nixon Gives His Best Wishes to the Newlyweds
19. Nixon, Richard: [MENU FOR THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES RESTAURANT, AUTOGRAPHED BY RICHARD NIXON].
Washington. April 15, 1948. [2]pp. Old folds, light wear. Very good.
Menu for the House of Representatives Restaurant in the U.S. Capitol,
inscribed by Richard Nixon: “With best wishes to the newlyweds! Tom
& Kay Hussey. I think you’re both very lucky! Richard Nixon.” On
the back, next to the bill of fare, he has written, “Not as good as Green
Island!” Nixon served as a Congressman from California from 1947 to
1950. A lighthearted autograph from a person usually characterized as
quite dour.
$950.

Nixon Preparing to Emerge from the Political Wilderness
20. Nixon, Richard: [TYPED LETTER, SIGNED, FROM RICHARD
NIXON TO HUGH J. KELLY, THANKING HIM FOR HIS SUPPORT]. New York. November 23, 1966. [1]p. Old fold lines, else fine.
Letter written to Hugh J. Kelly, thanking him for his letter, in which he
“referred so generously to my activities during the recent campaign.”
Nixon campaigned for Republican candidates in the 1966 Congressional
election, though he was not running for office himself. He writes, “The
results on November Eighth exceeded even my own most optimistic
predictions and I am confident that we have now laid the foundation for
even greater victories in the years ahead.” An attractive letter, written
in the political season prior to Nixon’s election to the Presidency. $500.

Roosevelt Founds the Clinic at Warm Springs
21. Roosevelt, Franklin D.: [AUTOGRAPH AND TYPED LETTERS FROM FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT CONCERNING THE
FOUNDING AND EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF WARM SPRINGS,
GEORGIA]. Warm Springs, Ga. 1927/1928. [8]pp. in Roosevelt’s hand,
10pp. typed (including [7]pp. on Warm Springs letterhead). Letters have
been hole-punched and bear marks from previous stapling. Half-inch tear
to one of the typed pages and some chipping to 3 pages of memos. In a
half red morocco slipcase.

A small but exceptional collection of memos and drafts, providing rare
insight into how FDR ran the Georgia Warm Springs, a Georgia resort
that he took over and developed into a retreat for polio sufferers after
founding the Warm Springs Foundation in 1927. The collection comprises five parts:
1) Autograph manuscript (not signed) in FDR’s hand, on Warm Springs
letterhead. [5]pp. “To all patients....The Foundation is conducting

the treatment, and the patients come here for a definite purpose. The
greater part of each day is taken up with the treatment, and while
there is no wish to curtail personal liberty or recreation, it is essential
to prevent fatigue and to work for the highest degree of health for all
concerned. That is why simple rules are necessary. Many patients
or their families will perhaps consider that circumstances warrant
special exceptions to the rules – but this would soon lead to confusion
and discrimination. That is why all patients whether of full age or
minors, whether living in the colony, hotel or in private cottages are
asked to live up not only to the letter, but to the spirit of the rules.
We are concerned with the greatest good to the greatest number.”
2) Autograph manuscript (not signed) in FDR’s hand. [3]pp. “Memo.”
3) Typed manuscript, dated January 1, 1928. [8]pp. (four drafts). “Rules
for Guests Living in the Colony.”
4) Typed manuscript, dated July 7, 1927, on Georgia Warm Springs
Foundation letterhead. [1]p. “Subject: The Comfort & Happiness
of Patients,” signed in type: “E.T. Curtis, Mgr.” Reading in part: “A

prime reason for the operation of Warm Springs by the Hon. Franklin
D. Roosevelt and associates, is the establishment of the Cure. The
happiness of all patients, whether in the Hotel, in the Colony, or in
private cottages, is of the first importance and will be so considered
by all members of the staff.”
5) Typewritten newsletter, “The Daily Gossip,” dated July 6, 1927, on
the verso of Georgia Warm Springs letterhead. Whimsical report
of the disappearance and subsequent location of two of the resort’s
patients who happened to be young, male, and inebriated.
Roosevelt acted as general manager in charge of setting policy during
first year of the foundation, the period during which these letters were
written. He would ultimately meet his end there two decades later,
and it was subsequently renamed the Roosevelt Warm Springs Institute
for Rehabilitation. This collection of documents outlines policies and
reflects Roosevelt’s enthusiasm for the resort’s therapeutic capabilities,
from which he felt he had already benefited, as well as his sense of great
responsibility for visiting patients. Letters and documents including
details of Roosevelt’s time at Warm Springs are rare.
$10,000.

Clicking on any item – text or image – will take you to our website
for easy ordering and to view any additional images.

FDR Transfers Federal Employees
22. Roosevelt, Franklin D.: [TYPED LETTER, SIGNED BY FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, TO THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATOR OF PUBLIC WORKS, REGARDING PERSONNEL].
Washington. December 6, 1938. [1]p. Folio. Old folds. Minor soiling.
Near fine.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt writes to Harold L. Ickes, Administrator of Public Works, regarding a transfer of four employees to that
agency, with their former and future positions and salaries listed. The
four men in question, transferred from various departments and agencies,
were all to become Engineer Inspectors for the Public Works Administration. The Public Works Administration was a New Deal agency created
in 1933, in an attempt to stimulate the economy with the construction
of large-scale public infrastructure projects, such as dams and bridges.
It was closed in 1939, with the advent of World War II.
$1250.

The Birthday Card Stops Here
23. Truman, Harry S.: [AUTOGRAPH NOTE, SIGNED, FROM
HARRY TRUMAN TO GEORGE SCHOENEMAN, WISHING
HIM A HAPPY BIRTHDAY]. Washington. March 4, 1946. Card, 2½
x 4 inches. Older tape on two corners, else fine.
Note card on White House stationery written by President Harry Truman
to George Schoeneman which reads: “To Geo. Schoenman: Congratulations
on your birthday 3/4/46 Harry Truman.” The card likely accompanied
a gift.
$1250.

Truman Stands By an Embattled Former Aide
24. Truman, Harry S.: [TWO TYPED LETTERS, SIGNED, BY
HARRY TRUMAN, WITH AN INVITATION FLYER AND ADMISSION TICKET TO A TESTIMONIAL DINNER HELD FOR
MATTHEW J. CONNELLY IN BOSTON ON SEPTEMBER 19,
1959]. Boston; Independence, Mo. 1959. [3]pp. plus typed card. Loose
sheets, previously folded. Slight wear and tanning. Very good.
Two typed letters, signed by former President Harry Truman regarding
a 1959 dinner for Matthew Connelly. The event, at a subscription cost

of $100, was held to defray the legal expenses incurred by Connelly in
his eventually futile bid to avoid federal prosecution and incarceration
on politically motivated charges. Truman was the keynote speaker at the
dinner, and as can be evidenced from the two letters here, the former
President stood by his former Appointment Secretary throughout his
ordeal. One of the attendees at this dinner was Massachusetts Senator
John F. Kennedy, who, two and one half years later, as President, would
grant a full and unconditional pardon to Connelly.
$1000.

John Tyler as Vice President
25. Tyler, John: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM VICE
PRESIDENT JOHN TYLER TO DANIEL WEBSTER, RECOMMENDING A CANDIDATE FOR DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF MISSISSIPPI]. [Washington]. March 11, 1841. [1]p. plus integral docketing
leaf. Quarto, on a folded folio sheet. Old fold lines. Near fine.
Vice President John Tyler writes to Secretary of State Daniel Webster
regarding an appointment for Mississippi lawyer Augustine L. Dabney to
the position of state district attorney. Dabney was a Mississippi lawyer
and judge who suggested that the state convention propose Tyler as the
candidate for vice president, a move that would lead eventually to Tyler’s
election to that office. He writes:
“Sir, Should a vacancy occur in the place of District Attorney of Mississippi, let me bespeak your favorable notice to the pretensions of Augustine
L. Dabney, Esqr. of Raymond Mississippi. He is a man of fine intelligence
and of the soundest morals. He migrated to Mississippi about six years
ago from Virginia when I had the pleasure of practicing at the same bar
with him, and interchanging the hospitalities of frequent intercourse. I
endorse that no man will acquit himself of his duties more faithfully or
honorably. I know nothing of the present incumbent, and am not to be
understood as asking his removal. If however he has come into office over
the head of another and in a spirit of proscription, even handed justice
would seem to require his removal.”
Letters by Tyler as vice president are fairly scarce, given the brief period
of time that he held that office (March 4 – April 4, 1841).
$4750.

Written by Washington Less than a Month Before His Death
26. Washington, George: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED,
FROM GEORGE WASHINGTON TO HIS LONG-TIME FRIEND
AND FELLOW VIRGINIAN, RALPH WORMELEY, REGARDING
AN INABILITY TO TRAVEL AT HIS ADVANCED AGE AND
ALLUDING TO HIS APPOINTMENT AS COMMANDER-INCHIEF OF AMERICAN FORCES DURING THE QUASI-WAR
WITH FRANCE]. Mount Vernon. November 18, 1799. [1]p. Some
dampstaining. Very good. Matted and framed with portrait.
Less than a month before his death, George Washington answers a
letter from a fellow landed gentleman of Virginia, Ralph Wormeley.
Washington opens the letter by quashing a rumor that he was planning
to visit Norfolk, Virginia, admitting he had not “been farther from
home since I left the Chair of Government, than the Federal City,”
adding in the margin, “except when I was called to Philadelphia by the
Secretary of War.” He adds that his advancing age “will circumscribe
my Walks; unless, which heaven avert! I should be obliged to resume
a military career.”
This last point is an allusion to Washington’s appointment as Commander
in Chief during the Quasi-War with France. Although Washington had
accepted a commission as Lieutenant General of the provisional army
raised to defend against possible land invasion by France, he did so with
the full knowledge that Alexander Hamilton, Inspector General of the
Army, and Tobias Lear, his own personal secretary, would act on his
behalf. Although Washington was ostensibly in good health, he had
begun to slow down. The week prior to this letter, the Alexandria Dancing Assembly had invited the Washingtons to an event, but he begged
off, commenting famously, “Alas, our dancing days are no more.” The
first President of the United States passed away at Mount Vernon after
a brief illness on December 14, 1799.
The recipient of the present letter, Ralph Wormeley, was a bibliophile
and scholar raised in a genteel Virginia family, but educated at Eton
and Cambridge in England. Wormeley was most well-known in his
day for being a book collector. He inherited the largest book collection in Virginia at his family estate at Rosegill and added to it during
his lifetime. Wormeley’s English ancestry and schooling bred a fierce
loyalty in him to Great Britain, and he was roundly criticized during
the Revolutionary War period for being a Royalist. Wormeley found

for your polite invitation to Rosegill;
and if events (at present unforeseen)
should ever call me into those parts, I
certainly shall avail myself of it. Mrs
Washington feels obliged by your kind
remembrance of her; and unites with
me in best respects to yourself & Lady.”

himself in hot water after penning a loyalist letter to John Randolph in
April 1776, after which he was fined £10,000 and confined to his family’s
hunting lodge about ten miles south of Charles Town.
Despite his Tory tendencies, Wormeley and Washington were long-standing
friends, since at least 1764, and Wormeley served as a member of both
the Virginia Governor’s Council and the Virginia House of Delegates.
Washington’s fondness for Wormeley can be seen in the present letter,
which he concludes: “I am not less obliged to you, however, my good Sir,

The present letter comes after an earlier
correspondence in May 1799 between
the two men, in which Wormeley asks
Washington for letters of recommendation to John Jay, Alexander Hamilton,
Henry Knox, and Benjamin Lincoln in
an attempt to get one of his sons into
Harvard. Washington obliged his friend, at least with regard to Knox
and Lincoln, as letters to both from Washington dated May 22, 1799 survive today. In his letter to Knox, Washington describes Wormeley as “a
Gentleman of respectability in his own State; a friend to the Constitution
& Government of the Union; and a person of Information....”
A wonderful letter from the Father of America in his final days to his old
friend, a Loyalist Virginian.
Founders Online, Washington/06-04-02-0351.
$45,000.

Wilson as President of Princeton
27. Wilson, Woodrow: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM
WOODROW WILSON TO GEORGE AUSTIN MORRISON, JR.].
Princeton, N.J. November 15, 1901. [2]pp. written on folded quarto
sheet. Fine.
A nicely written note, in Wilson’s hand, responding to an invitation from
the St. Andrews Society: “...I esteem the invitation a great compliment;
my own is Scots blood...Pray express to Mr. Carnegie and the Board of
Managers of the Society my warm appreciation of their kindness and my
sincere regrets. Very truly yours, Woodrow Wilson.”
$1750.

Wilson Accepts Praise for One of His Books,
and Displays His Southern Roots
28. Wilson, Woodrow: [TYPED LETTER, SIGNED, FROM WOODROW WILSON TO GEORGE C. PENDLETON, REGARDING
WILSON’S h istory of thE a mErican p EoplE ]. Princeton, N.J. November 11, 1908. [1]p., plus integral blank. Single horizontal fold. Negligible soiling, else fine.
Letter written to fellow Democrat George C. Pendleton by Woodrow
Wilson, thanking Pendleton for his praise of Wilson’s History of the American People (1902), and for noting a mistake. Pendleton was a Confederate
soldier and later a Texas politician. Wilson writes:
“I very warmly appreciate your kind letter of November 7th, and it is
particularly gratifying to me when men of my own section of the country
[i.e. the South] can utter such warm praise of my History of the American
People . I am also deeply in your obligation for calling my attention to the
mistakes of detail, which I shall be pleased to note for a revision of the
book, should such a revision be called for under my arrangements with
the publishers. Allow me to thank you also for your kindness in sending
me a copy of the address which you delivered at the Confederate Reunion
at Belton, Texas, last summer. It will give me real pleasure to read it.”
This letter was written while Wilson was president of Princeton University
(1902-1910); his five-volume History... was expanded to ten volumes and
reprinted in 1918.
$600.

