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New Acquisitions in Americana
October 2020

The Negro Civic League Reacts to Elections in Florida
1. [African Americana]: [Negro Civic League]: NEGRO VOTERS SOLD
OUT IN JUNE 2, PRIMARY. YOU HAVE BEEN SOLD AGAIN AND THIS
TIME BY YOUR OWN LEADERS. [Jacksonville, Fl.? N.d., ca. 1946-1956].
Handbill, 9 x 6 inches. Three small chips at top and right margins (no text affected). Tanned. Good.
Handbill issued by the Negro Civic League referring to an election we could not
identify, but which was one of a series of controversial elections in Duval County,
which at the time had the largest percentage of African-American registered voters
in Florida. The text states: “You have been sold again and this time by your own
Leaders. If you want the truth as to what you are worth, and who sold you Out,
attend the Mass Meeting at the Odd Fellows Hall, Odessa & Florida Ave. Thurs.
June 11, 8p.m. Karl Westphall & Harry Courtney will speak.” The officers of
the Negro Civic League are given at the bottom: “Arthur Reynolds, Pres.” and
“Bessie Robinson, Sec.”
Elston E. Roady, “The Expansion of Negro Suffrage in Florida” in Journal of
Negro Education, Vol. 26, no. 3 (Summer, 1957), pp.297-306.
$225.

An Unrecorded Chicago Cattle Auction Catalogue from 1888
2. [Cattle]: [Huston, Rigdon]: CLOSING OUT SALE OF THE HILLDALE HERD OF SHORT-HORN CATTLE PROPERTY OF THE LATE
RIGDON HUSTON, BLANDINSVILLE, ILL. TO BE SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION, DEXTER PARK, CHICAGO, ON WEDNESDAY AND
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21 AND 22, 1888. Bloomington, Il.: Pantagraph
Stock-Printing Company, 1888. 128pp. plus two plates (including frontispiece).
Errata slip tipped in, additional sheet laid in. Original printed textured wrappers.
Minor scuffing, rubbing, and dust-soiling to wrappers. Minor thumb-soiling and
some pencil annotations to text. Very good.

A substantial and unrecorded cattle auction catalogue advertising the sale of the
late Rigdon Huston’s Hilldale Herd in Chicago in 1888. The text includes an
announcement of the sale by the Huston family, followed by detailed descriptions
and breeding records of all eighty-five cows and bulls in the auction. The original
owner of the catalogue apparently attended the auction, as he records the auction
prices for most of the first twenty-four cows, including the famed 8th Duchess of
Hilldale (lot 6), who realized $6600. The two lithographic plates feature Hilldale
Herd cows and were produced in Chicago in 1888 – the first reproduced from
the Breeder’s Gazette and the second from the National Live Stock Journal. Laid in
at the rear of this copy is a single-page “Breeding and Calving List” of most of
the herd in the auction. No copies in OCLC, auction records, nor in any cattle
reference we consulted.
$475.

“fiesta” attended by both students and teachers, class pictures, and
a school field trip, among other aspects of school life in Havana.
The annotations provide significant context to the photographs,
and the whole stands as a vital record of school life for young
women in Havana in the early 20th century.
The demographic composition of the student body is interesting.
Each class shown here is made up of Hispanic and African-Cuban
young ladies from kindergarten to approximately middle school.
The students pose for the camera in classrooms and at various
school events, namely a field trip to El Capitolio (the National
Capitol Building), where dozens of the students pose on the steps
of the capitol, inside the legislative room, in the Hall of Lost
Steps, inside the Cuban Library of Congress, and ranged around
La Estatua de la República (the Statue of the Republic) in the
main hall of the Capitolio. The photographs conclude with a
group shot of what may be the entire student body of the school
and a group photograph of the teachers and administrators of
the school, all women.

Cuban School for Girls in the Early Years of the Depression
3. [Cuba]: [Education]: [ANNOTATED VERNACULAR PHOTOGRAPH
ALBUM CENTERED ON THE COLEGIA PARA NIÑAS ROMUALDO
DE LA CUESTA, A GIRLS’ SCHOOL IN CENTRAL HAVANA, IN THE
EARLY 1930s]. [Havana. 1931-1932]. Thirty-two original photographs, eighteen
of which measure 8 x 10 inches, the remainder between 2¼ x 3½ inches and 7
x 11 inches, some dated either 1931 or 1932. Annotated throughout in Spanish.
Oblong folio. Contemporary green wrappers, manuscript title on front wrapper
reading, “Album E.R.C.” Spine ends a bit chipped, faint dampstain on front
wrapper, minor edge wear, and light dust-soiling. Minor wear to photographs.
Overall very good.
An album of annotated photographs from the Colegia Para Niñas Romualdo de
la Cuesta, an all-girls school in the central district of Havana, Cuba, during the
early 1930s. The photographs, most of which are of substantial size, depict the
individual students, interiors and exteriors of the school, the art room, restrooms, a

Some of the photographs concern restoration of some part of
the school in 1931, with the annotations making reference to the
renovations. In a few instances, facing photographs show settings
in the school before and after the renovations, including classrooms
and the restrooms. One of the captions, underneath a photograph
of desks in a room on a tile floor, reads, “Aula segunda – Antes de
ser restaurada el Colegio, por el Sr alcalde: Cap Jose Izguierdo
Julia” [in English, “Second classroom – Before the College was
restored by the mayor: Cap Jose Izguierdo Julia”]. In 1931, the
municipality of Havana became the Central District of Cuba. The
district was governed by an alcalde (or mayor) appointed by the
president. In that year, President Gerardo Machado appointed
Sr. Jose Izguierdo Julia as Alcalde of Havana.
The Colegia Para Niñas Romualdo de la Cuesta, created by philanthropist Romualdo de la Cuesta, stood three stories tall, and had capacity for 300 students.
A 1907 Cuban geography book refers to it as a free private school, but by the
1940s it was considered a public school and received municipal funds. The
school struggled through many transitional periods in Cuban history, from the
colonial period to the post-colonial years. During the earlier colonial period,
the school was segregated, and classified “para ninos de color” (“for children of
color”). After civil rights campaigns and petitions to the government, the Spanish
colonial government integrated Cuban schools in 1894, though the process was
slow. Cuban schools remained integrated following the American occupation of
Cuba after the Spanish-American War, and thereafter. Fluctuations in the Cuban
economy affected schools over the next few decades, and the current album, with
its depiction of school renovations and full classrooms, represents one of the high
points in enrollment and investment in Cuban education in the 20th century.
A wonderful record of the education of young Cuban women in the early 1930s.
$1500.

Handsome Map of Western Washington
4. [Dehly, F.M.]: [Pumphrey, William Henry]: W.H. PUMPHREY’S MAP
OF WESTERN WASHINGTON. [Seattle: W.H. Pumphrey & Co., 1892].
Handcolored lithographic two-sheet folding map, matted to 30½ x 50½ inches.
Original folds. Small abrasion to copyright notice at bottom left, obscuring the
date. Very good. Attractively matted and framed, with the original cloth binding
in a pocket on the back of the frame.
An impressive and uncommon map of northwest Washington state and southwestern
British Columbia, and the largest obtainable map of this period for the Pacific
Northwest. The map was drawn by F.M. Dehly, a draftsman for the Seattle civil
engineering firm of Thomson & White, credited in the title as compiling the
map from “Official Records and Personal Reconnaissance.” The area of the map
extends from Bowen Island (across the Gulf of Georgia from Vancouver Island)
in the north, south to Tilamook County in far-north Oregon, with the Columbia
River as the effective southern boundary line. The map is bounded in the east by
a north-south line running just east of Glacier Peak in Snohomish County and
on the west by western Vancouver Island and the Pacific Ocean.
The map is a cornucopia of detail for the development of Washington state in the
last decade of the 19th century, depicting county boundaries, elevations, cities and
townships, various plat grids, rivers, gulfs, bays, harbors, canals, shipping lanes,
islands, mountains, railroad lines, Native American reservations, and the international boundary line between the United States and Canada. Notable landmarks
include the cities of Seattle, Tacoma, and Olympia, along with Mount Rainier,
Vancouver Island, the Columbia River, and the Quinaiult Indian Reservation.
One of the owners of the firm who produced the map, Reginald Heber Thomson,
was among the most important early surveyors and engineers in Washington state,
specifically Seattle. After coming to Washington in search of coal and working on
regional railroads, Thomson served as Seattle city engineer for two decades, and
actually developed some of the features seen on the present map. These include
the railroad line that runs through Snoqualmie Pass and the Lake Washington
Ship Canal. His deep involvement with Washington extended to his service with
the Seattle Port Authority, the University of Washington’s board of managers,
the Seattle City Council, and the water authorities in Bellingham and Wenatchee
(where he helped plan the water supply).
The publisher of the map, William Henry Pumphrey was a leading pioneer,
bookseller, stationery shop owner, and one-time railroad man of Seattle. As early
as 1885, Pumphrey was a private in the Seattle Home Guards, an early form of
police in the city. After he sold out a partnership in a stationery shop venture in
1882, Pumphrey opened his own book and stationery store. He later served as a
trustee for the Pioneer Association of the State of Washington. Though published
by Pumphrey, the map was printed in Philadelphia by E.P. Noll & Company.
A large and detailed map of the Pacific Northwest during a time of tremendous
growth in the region. Not in Rumsey, and with only ten total copies in OCLC,
over three records.
OCLC 15728148, 84008979, 79160462.
$2750.

wrapper with oval hole revealing titlepage, black
cord binding. Front wrapper nearly detached,
one-inch closed tear to foredge of front wrapper, wear and chipping to extremities. First two
leaves detached (but present). Slight fading to a
few photos. Very good.
A souvenir – or promotional – album from a riverboat cruise through the South, on the “City of
Savannah,” with shots by the prominent photographer, Ralph Radnor Earle. The album begins
with a scene of the riverboat itself from the stern,
with the passengers gathered on the top deck.
Then follow several photos of the passengers
disembarked on one of the stops along the tour,
including the passengers leaving the ship and
making their way up the levee, visiting the battlefield at Shiloh, walking along dirt roads with a
pig and her piglets, a group shot in front of the
post office in Danville, Tennessee (which disappeared when Kentucky Lake was created), and
strolls along the hillsides. Scenes onboard ship
include another group shot in what may be the
main dining room, and several images on deck,
sometimes with members of the crew. There is
also a photograph of an African-American river
crew playing dice on the dock, a close-up photo
of two African-American children, and the album
ends with an African-American couple standing
in front of a log cabin.

Images of a Riverboat Cruise Through Southern Waters
5. Earle, Ralph Radnor: LAUDER’S TOUR OF THE SUNNY SOUTH
ALONG THE MISSIPPI [sic] OHIO AND TENNESSEE RIVERS, APRIL
28 TO MAY 6. [Chicago: Stadler Photographing Company, ca. 1911]. Twenty-one
photographic prints, each 5 x 7 inches (including photographic titlepage), mounted
on twenty-one leaves. Oblong quarto. Original brown thick paper wrappers, front

The photographs are mounted on their left side
and each is stamped in ink on the verso: “Ralph
Radnor Earle Photographer, Associated with Stadler
Photographing Co., 1322 Wabash Avenue...Chicago.” The photos are numbered in negative in
the lower left or lower right corners, however, the
numbers are not all sequential. Earle (1875-1958)
had a long and varied career in photography and
filmmaking. In addition to working with studios
like Stadler, he was also an early newsreel cameraman for American Pathé News.
On September 26, 1926 a 60-mile-wide Category 4 hurricane made landfall near
Miami Beach. Trapped during the storm, Earle captured film clips and photographs, a collection now regarded as some of the earliest known hurricane footage.
No copies are located in OCLC. A rare visual record of a tour on southern rivers.
Isabella Vi Gomes, “Amazing Footage of the Great Miami Hurricane of 1926
Restored in Full Color” in Miami New Times (July 6, 2017).
$1250.

Early Settlement in Illinois: A Lovely Copy
6. Flower, Richard: LETTERS FROM THE ILLINOIS, 1820. 1821. CONTAINING AN ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH SETTLEMENT AT ALBION
AND ITS VICINITY, AND A REFUTATION OF VARIOUS MISREPRESENTATIONS, THOSE MORE PARTICULARLY OF MR. COBBETT.
London: James Ridgway, 1822. xi,[1],[9]-76pp. Original blue paper wrappers.
One-inch closed tear to front wrapper at spine, minor wear to wrappers. Near
fine. Untrimmed.
A particularly large and attractive copy of an early and important account of life
in Illinois. Flower describes life in Birkbeck’s British settlement in Illinois, called
Albion and located southwest of Vincennes, Indiana, during the period from January 1820 to August 1821. Written in an effort to encourage emigration from
England to the colony at a time when enthusiasm for the project was beginning to
cool, Flower includes a positive description of the frontier settlement, including
optimistic notes on a planned library, the robust religious sentiments of the settlers, the salubrious weather, and the ready availability of goods – those produced
in the colony as well as those imported. He also lists the skills and trades needed
from prospective settlers. William Cobbett was one of the critics of the Illinois
enterprise, and Flower takes pains to respond to his many “calumnies.” “A source
book of considerable consequence and not easily come by” – Eberstadt. Scarce
in the trade, and rarely encountered in such nice, original condition.
HOWES F220, “b.” GRAFF 1367. BUCK 165. STREETER SALE 1436. EBERSTADT 138:225. SABIN 24911.
$2500.

Earliest Account of Astoria, Oregon
7. Franchère, Gabriel: RELATION D’UN VOYAGE A LA CÔTE DU NORDOUEST DE L’AMÉRIQUE SEPTENTRIONALE DANS LES ANNÉES 1810,
11, 12, 13, ET 14. Montreal: De L’Imprimerie de C.B. Pasteur, 1820. 284pp.
Half title. Contemporary tree calf, expertly rebacked, original spine laid down and
preserving original gilt leather label. Minor wear to extremities. Dampstaining
to first few and last few leaves, occasional minor foxing. Very good. In a brown
cloth clamshell case, gilt leather labels.
This is the first printed account of the Astoria enterprise. Franchère sailed from
New York in 1810 and spent 1811-14 at Astoria. He returned overland through
Canada and settled in Montreal. He provides the only firsthand account of the
massacre of the crew of the Tonquin on the Northwest Coast, as related to him by
the native interpreter who was the sole survivor and who escaped after being held
captive by the Indians for two years. Streeter calls Franchère’s narrative “the first
printed account of the overland journey back from Oregon to the east through
Canada.” A British edition published in 1854 is a fairly common book, but this
original Montreal edition has become a truly rare book. This copy contains the
half title, “a particularly scarce feature,” according to Eberstadt.
WAGNER-CAMP 16. GAGNON 1401. GRAFF 1402. HOWES F310, “c.”
MONAGHAN 705. PEEL 70. PILLING, PROOF-SHEETS 1323. SABIN 25431.
HILL 633. STRATHERN 194. STREETER SALE 3691. LANDE 1179. TPL
984. FORBES 512. TWENEY 21. REESE, BEST OF THE WEST 40. $6750.

A wide-ranging collection of correspondence, photographs, and documents centered on the Hancock family of Virginia, Alabama, and Texas
in the second half of the 19th century, and first quarter of the 20th.
The Hancock family members involved in the correspondence or
pictured in the photographs in this archive include Benjamin Palmer
Hancock, Arthur B. Hancock, Thomas Benton Hancock, Jane A.
Hancock, Jane C. Hancock, Richard J. Hancock, Claudia Hancock,
and Harris Hancock. Richard J. Hancock, Sr. was father to Richard
J., Jr., Arthur B., and Harris Hancock, and uncle to Benjamin Palmer
Hancock. Jane C. Hancock was B.P. Hancock’s daughter. Thomas
Benton Hancock and Jane A. Hancock were married, and Claudia
Hancock was their daughter. The family, though spread out over
vast distances, seems to have remained relatively in touch with one
another. The correspondents also often write from or receive letters
from different cities, suggesting they moved around a bit or traveled
more widely than most families at the time.
Benjamin Palmer “B.P.” Hancock (1868-1943) lived in Dallas, Crockett,
and Corpus Christi, Texas in the late 19th-century, and worked for
both the Mexican National Railroad and the Texas Mexican Railway.
He later returned to Texas, working as the Division Traffic Superintendent for the Western Union Telegraph Company in Dallas from
1913 until his retirement in 1938. He also maintained a family estate
in Scotia, Alabama. In one 1905 letter, B.P. Hancock writes home to
his wife Martha in Scotia, with detailed instructions for her imminent
travel to meet him in New York City. He also writes a very loving
letter to his daughter, Jane C. Hancock in 1913, while she was living
in Winslow, Arkansas. He praises Jane for “the fine little girl - almost
young lady - that you are today.”

Correspondence of the Wide-Ranging Hancock Family
8. [Hancock Family]: [ARCHIVE OF CORRESPONDENCE AND PHOTOGRAPHS TO AND FROM MULTIPLE GENERATIONS OF THE
HANCOCK FAMILY OF VIRGINIA, ALABAMA, AND TEXAS]. [Mainly
Virginia, Alabama, and Texas. 1857-1929]. Approximately thirty-two letters, some
with original transmittal envelopes; twenty-three photographs and real photo postcards; and assorted family documents, calling cards, and greeting cards. Overall
very good condition. Housed in a modern gray archival box.

Richard J. Hancock, Jr. (1873-1920) writes a long letter to B. Palmer
Hancock on April 12, 1890. Richard was apparently working for the
Galveston, Harrisburg & San Antonio Railway, as he writes his fourpage letter on the company’s stationery, and mentions hearing about
a couple of colleagues “surveying a new extension for S[an] A[ntonio]
P[acific] road.” Richard acknowledges that B.P. and their mother are
going to Virginia to visit family, and encourages B.P. to “make a good
impression on all of the Hancock family.” He also offers B.P. a new suit and
money to look good in front of the Virginia Hancocks. Richard then reports on
a recent trip “down to Rio Grande” where he “had lots of fun.”
Richard J. Hancock, Sr. (1838-1912) writes three letters to his nephew, B. Palmer
Hancock in 1902, on “Ellerslie” stationery. Ellerslie Plantation (later Ellerslie
Farm), near Charlottesville, Virginia, came into the Hancock family after Richard
married Thomasia Harris, whose family owned the estate. Richard J. Hancock
served as a Confederate captain under Stonewall Jackson during the Civil War.
His letters to Palmer are mostly concerned with family business matters, especially Palmer’s property in Alabama. At one point, Richard consoles B.P. for his

mother’s ill health, apparently from typhoid fever. In his third letter, Richard
mentions his growing aversion to the life of a farmer at Ellerslie, commenting
that he would “quit farming and sell out but for my son Arthur....” Richard had
already largely turned away from farming to breeding thoroughbred racehorses
at Ellerslie, and became quite famous and successful at the venture, winning the
1884 Preakness Stakes with his horse, Knight of Ellerslie. His son, Arthur Hancock, later established a breeding farm in Kentucky named Claiborne Farm, and
became one of the most legendary horse breeders of the 20th century.
Thomas Benton Hancock (1834-1870) lived in Centreville, Alabama; a letter to
him dated 1859 from a friend at the University of Virginia, implores Hancock to
spend some time at the school. A slightly earlier autograph note dated 1857 from
a professor at Centenary College in Jackson, Louisiana grants Thomas Benton
leave from the school: “Mr. Thos. B. Hancock has been a student at Centenary
College La. and that he has been honorably dismissed at his own request.” There
is also present here an 1860 letter of recommendation from a different professor
at Centenary College, praising T.B.’s “scholarship, prudence and gentlemanly
deportment” and recommending him as a teacher. T.B. Hancock died young, at
the age of thirty-six in 1870, and is buried in Oakland, Mississippi.
Three letters from 1882 written to “Mrs. J.A. Hancock” in Corpus Christi, Texas are
particularly interesting. The recipient was most certainly Jane Alexander Hancock,
widow of the late Thomas Benton Hancock. The three letters all concern stories
submitted by J.A. Hancock to The Youth’s Companion, a long-running children’s
literary periodical in Boston. One of these stories, titled, “Sorrel Top” is bought
by the magazine in one of the present letters, and Mrs. Hancock is encouraged
to send more stories. “Sorrel Top” appeared in the magazine later in the year, as
“Mrs. Marks’ ‘Sorrel Top’” in the October 19, 1882 issue. All three letters are
signed “Perry Mason & Co.,” the publishers of The Youth’s Companion. Perry
Mason founded the magazine in 1827, and served as its editor until his death;
Erle Stanley Gardner was fond of The Youth’s Companion as a young reader, and
borrowed the editor’s name for his protagonist when he began writing a series of
stories and books centered on his now-famous attorney/detective.
The photographs in the present archive are a combination of cabinet card portraits
and real photo postcards. The identified portraits include three of B.P. Hancock
(one as a younger man in Corpus Christi, another inscribed “Your Son BP Hancock Dallas Tex March 1886”); one of Harris Hancock in Overton, Virginia from
a Charlottesville studio; and a portrait of Mrs. J.A. Hancock inscribed “For BP
Hancock age 52 years.” The real photo postcards feature a handful of shots from
a family picnic and a large home (presumably belonging to the Hancock family).
The assorted additional material includes J.A. Hancock’s copy of a Presbyterian
Church pamphlet; a 1902 trust document involving Richard Hancock, B. Palmer
Hancock, Clavelia A. Hancock, Helen J. Hancock, and Thomasia O. Hancock
(wife of Richard J. Hancock); and other assorted documents, cards, and invitations. There is also a handful of material relating to H.L. Carleton of Taylor
and Austin, Texas. Carleton was a noted pharmacist, and president of the Texas

Pharmaceutical Association in the early 20th century. The connection to the
Hancock family is unknown, though Carleton may represent another side to the
family of a Hancock descendant.
A wide-ranging slice of Hancock family history, and an archive with notable
research and genealogical potential.
$2250.

This is the complete record of Hiss’s second trial on
charges that he perjured himself in denying that as a State
Department official in the 1930s he passed documents to
Whittaker Chambers for transfer to the Soviet Union,
and that he lied about his relationship with Chambers.
Hiss’ first trial, in 1949, resulted in a hung jury, and
in the intervening months before the second trial the
Soviet Union detonated its first atomic bomb and the
Chinese Communists took control of mainland China.
Alger Hiss was a former law clerk to Oliver Wendell
Holmes and a trusted confidante to then-Secretary of
State Dean Acheson. He and other presumed spies were
seen as contributing to these setbacks against American
interests. In this second trial Hiss was found guilty of
perjury, and sentenced to five years in prison. The question of Alger Hiss’ role as a spy was argued about for
decades, especially as the Soviet archives became more
accessible in the 1990s and beyond. The Hiss case, as
well as that of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, remains a
touchstone for one of the most politically divisive periods
in American history.

The Full Transcript and Exhibits
in the Trial That Convicted Alger Hiss
9. [Hiss, Alger]: IN THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR
THE SECOND CIRCUIT UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, APPELLEE,
AGAINST ALGER HISS, APPELLANT. TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD ON
APPEAL FROM THE DISTRICT COUIRT OF THE UNITED STATES
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK. [New York and Sayre,
Pa.: Murrelle Printing Company, 1950]. Ten volumes of Transcript of Record, consecutively paginated to 3900pp., including scores of exhibits, many of them folding.
[with:] [THREE MOTIONS AND AFFIDAVITS REGARDING A THIRD
TRIAL FOR ALGER HISS]. New York. 1952. 26,7,22pp., each with additional
exhibits. Seven octavo and three quarto TRANSCRIPT volumes. Original printed
wrappers. Wrappers a bit creased and tanned. Motions and Affidavits: Folio, stapled
at the top edge. Very clean internally. Very good.
“The conviction on perjury charges in 1950 of Alger Hiss, a high-ranking State
Department official during the New Deal, is pivotal to any understanding of Cold
War America....[Hiss’] second trial lasted twice as long as the first, produced a
several-million-word record and several thousand pages of exhibits, featured more
than a hundred witnesses, and resulted in wholly irreconcilable testimony about
the events in question” – Encyclopedia of the American Left.

Included herein is the testimony of Whittaker Chambers
and Alger Hiss that served as the centerpiece to the
second trial, as well as the testimony of scores of other
witnesses, including family members, defense psychiatrists Carl Binger and Henry
Murray, government officials, John Foster Dulles, writer Malcolm Cowley, key
prosecution witness Henry Julian Wadleigh (an economist and State Department
official), and others whose names have mostly been lost to history. The first five
volumes consist of testimony, while the rest present the hundreds of exhibits for
the government and for the defense. Also included here are three motions and
affidavits in support of an (ultimately unsuccessful) request for a third trial.
This set of the Hiss trial transcripts has a very interesting provenance, bearing
the ownership signature on the front wrapper of Volume VII (the government’s
“Baltimore” exhibits) of Martin K. Tytell, with a typed letter addressed to Tytell
laid into another volume. Martin Tytell (1913-2008) was hailed upon his death
as among the foremost experts on manual typewriters, and operated a business
in New York City selling and repairing typewriters for nearly seventy years. In
1950 Tytell was hired by Alger Hiss’ lawyers to create a Woodstock typewriter
similar to the defendant’s in order to attempt to debunk the theory that only
Hiss’s typewriter could have produced the documents passed along to Whittaker
Chambers. Tytell’s efforts are cited among the Supplemental Affidavits in Support
of Motion for New Trial, filed by Hiss’ attorneys in 1952 and included here.
The complete record of one of the most important and consequential legal proceedings in 20th century American history.
Buhle, Buhle, and Georgakas, Encyclopedia of the American Left, pp.314-17.
$4500.

of which can be realized from the comfort of one’s
own home. Golden Opportunities... is the teaser
pamphlet, previewing some of his more promising
plans and offering a special discount (only $5) if one
orders Mail Order Plans and The Mail Order Man’s
Directory together. In Mail Order Plans (available
alone for $5), Horton details twenty-four different
plans, from “Selling Corsets by Mail” to offering
“A Fancy Needlework Course,” as well as selling real estate by mail, and even starting a sheet
music subscription club. In each case, Horton
provides not only the plan, but examples of letters
and promotional language to mail out, and advice
on marketing. In The Mail Order Man’s Directory
($1), Horton provides the vendors from which one
can obtain the essential supplies (by mail, of course)
to realize the plans detailed in Mail Order Plans.

Early Mail Order Guides, from a Master of the Craft
10. Horton, Hazen A.: MAIL ORDER PLANS AN ORIGINAL SELECTION OF PROFITABLE IDEAS, SCHEMES, PLANS, etc., FOR MAIL
ORDER PEOPLE. [with:] THE MAIL ORDER MAN’S DIRECTORY. [with:]
GOLDEN OPPORTUNITIES FOR MEN AND WOMEN TO OBTAIN
SUCCESS AND INDEPENDENCE. Tekonsha, Mi.: Hazen A. Horton, [ca.
1912]. Three volumes. 71,[5]; 47; [8]pp., plus facsimile typed letter and original
stamped envelope. Original printed wrappers for all volumes. Light wear and
tanning. Envelope worn and chipped. Overall very good.
Three promotional pamphlets from the “Mail Order Man” himself, Hazen A.
Horton (1860-1929). Horton sets forth a series of money-making schemes, each

Hazen Horton made a small fortune on his mail
order schemes until Postal Inspectors caught up
with him. Although he had been in and out of
trouble over the years, as legislation governing
medical sales became increasingly rigid, Horton
was eventually charged with fraud in 1928 and his
mail order empire collapsed. He turned to the
stock market, only to lose everything in the 1929 crash. He committed suicide
soon after.
The accompanying envelope is addressed to one Philip A. Broecker of North
Tonawanda, N.Y. Judging by the condition of the pamphlets, Broecker does not
seem to have done much with them, so hopefully $5 was all he lost.
OCLC lists one copy of Mail Order Plans at SMU’s DeGolyer Library, but has
no listings for the other two pamphlets. Rare, and a significant glimpse at the
early years of mail order in the United States.
OCLC 704308388. Teresa L. Trupiano, Patent Medicine Town: A Social History of
Patent Medicines in Marshall, Michigan, M.A. Thesis, Western Michigan University
(1985), pp.117-28.
$500.

A Chinese Methodist Missionary,
and His Work in China and California
11. [Hsin Liu, I]: [PAIR OF ANNOTATED VERNACULAR PHOTOGRAPH
& SCRAPBOOK ALBUMS KEPT BY I HSIN LIU, CHINESE METHODIST MISSIONARY, RECORDING HIS ACTIVITIES IN BOTH THE
UNITED STATES AND CHINA]. [Various locations in China and California.
Primarily 1928-1936]. 154 vernacular photographs, mounted and loose, from 1½
x 2 inches to 8 x 10 inches, with handwritten captions in English and occasional
captions printed in the negative in Chinese, plus a handful of assorted newspaper
clippings and ephemeral items mounted or laid in. First album: oblong folio;
second album: tall quarto. Both in red textured cloth, string-tied, front boards
gilt. Modest rubbing and edge wear. Most leaves in quarto album detached and
chipped. Photographs generally in very good condition. Both albums housed
together in a tan cloth folding box, gilt leather labels on spine and front board.
A pair of informative photographic scrapbook albums providing a unique record
of the educational and missionary travels of American-educated Chinese Method-

ist teacher, preacher, and missionary, I Hsin Liu. Liu’s first name, “I”, loosely
translates from Chinese as “aiming at something new”). The photographs and
ephemera in the albums document Liu’s time in China and America mainly during
the latter-1920s and 1930s, during which he worked for the Methodist Episcopal
Church and was sponsored by the Southern California Conference Young People’s
Missionary Project.
I Hsin Liu graduated from Yenching University in China and went on to graduate studies at Boston University and Northwestern. After attending religious
conferences in Massachusetts, Indiana, and California, Liu traveled extensively
between China and America spreading the Christian Gospel. He ran vacation
Bible schools and other educational programs for the North China Methodist
Conference and the Young People’s Institute in Western Hills, west of Beijing.
His work in America took him mainly to California, where he preached and taught
in San Francisco, Tulare (where he was involved with the local Epworth League),
and the Los Angeles area.

The photographs are largely organized chronologically, but occasionally jump
around in time. The photographs in the oblong folio album include several
from Liu’s travels in Los Angeles in 1935-36, some of which appear to show Liu
with family members and perhaps his children or a relative’s children. These
photographs also include several small panoramas of school classes, presumably
Liu’s students, and groups of religious missionaries, often with captions in Chinese. A couple of the photos show Liu and others in group shots outside Lucy
Rowland Hall at Depauw University in Greencastle, Indiana, where he attended
a religious conference.
The photographs in the quarto album include Liu’s time in China and California.
Liu includes numerous photos of the harbor in Shanghai, street scenes of Hong
Kong, and earlier images of his school years at Western Hills in 1915. One picture of eight young Chinese children is dated October 1929 and captioned by Liu
as “Some of my kindergarten Chinatown San Francisco Methodist (Gum Moon)
Mission.” There are also images of Liu preparing to leave California for China
on the U.S.S. President Coolidge; one shows him standing outside his “home
while at U.S.C.” Thereafter are numerous photographs of Liu’s missionary work
in China – with a “Rural Worker’s Institute” in 1935, at the Tsoanmen Summer
Vocational School, at a Daily Vocational Bible School in Peiping, performing
“Rural preaching” in Chin Chow [Jinzhou], at an Autumn conference in Western
Hills, and more. One image of a group of young people is captioned, “Yenching
students on their way to America.” The final group shot panorama in the album
is captioned, “R.E. Training Institute for Lay Leaders.”
The ephemera includes newspaper clippings of Liu during his time in California,
along with a bulletin from the Southern California Conference Young People’s
Missionary Project (December 1932), a 1937 printed pocket calendar featuring
a group photograph of Liu and his family, a printed brochure dated November
9, 1935 for the Peking Academy, and a typed biography of Liu, entitled, “Sketch
of Life of Mr. Hsin Liu.”
A unique record of a Chinese Christian’s efforts at bringing Methodism to China
in the early to mid-20th century.
$3250.

The Bloody Deeds of General Jackson, Solemnly Illustrated
12. [Jackson, Andrew]: [Election of 1828]: AN ACCOUNT OF SOME OF
THE BLOODY DEEDS OF GENERAL JACKSON [caption title]. [N.p. 1828].
Broadsheet, 25¾ x 16 inches. Minor edge wear and foxing. Two small oval areas
of loss (expertly repaired), mostly marginal, but costing a small portion of the
black border and part of one coffin along the left side of the recto (the missing
portion of the coffin reproduced in seamless facsimile) and touching or costing
a word or two in nine total lines of text. Still, a very good example. Untrimmed
on three sides.
One of the largest of the infamous “Coffin Broadsides” attacking Andrew Jackson in the presidential campaign of 1828. There was considerable mud-slinging
between the Jackson and Adams camps during that campaign, which eventually
saw the defeat of incumbent John Quincy Adams and the election of Andrew
Jackson. Across the top of the present broadside are six woodcut coffins bearing
the names of six militiamen shot on Jackson’s orders during the War of 1812; an
account of their wrongful execution follows. Below that there are more accounts
of Jackson’s evil and murderous deeds, including seven regular soldiers shot on
Jackson’s orders prior to the six militiamen (complete with six more coffin woodcuts); the tale of another soldier unfairly executed (another woodcut coffin); and
a brief account of some Indian prisoners executed on Jackson’s orders (four more
coffins). The bottom portion includes a testimonial by Thomas Hart Benton,
who himself had fought a duel with Jackson. The verso of the broadside contains
a full-page, detailed account of the trial of the six militiamen who are the focus
of the coffin broadside, reprinting court-martial proceedings dated between Nov.
21, 1814 and Jan. 22, 1815.
The “Coffin Handbill” exists in several formats, of which this is one of the largest, and one of the only versions to contain the trial text on the verso. Not in
Shoemaker. OCLC locates three copies, at the Buffalo and Erie County Public
Library, Boston Public Library, and Massachusetts Historical Society. There is
also a copy at the University of Alabama.
OCLC 51509187.
$4000.

Celebrating the Anniversary of a Buddhist School in Los Angeles
13. [Japanese-American Photographica]: [California]: [PANORAMIC PHOTOGRAPH CELEBRATING THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE OPENING
OF THE BUDDHIST SCHOOL AT THE LOS ANGELES BRANCH OF
THE HIGASHI HONGANJI TEMPLE]. Los Angeles: Japanese Photo Studio
Association, [1940]. Panoramic photograph, 10 x 24¾ inches. Minor wear, vertical
crease through image near the right edge. Very good.

zens. As a result of anti-Japanese sentiment in the early 1940s, Buddhists sometimes
changed the names of their churches to sound more patriotic. They began to
meet on Sundays to emulate Christian worship, while singing from new hymnals
that echoed those found in Christian churches. Sects within the church were
forced to worship together. And the swastika – a Buddhist symbol for thousands
of years – was replaced by the dharma wheel.

A striking panoramic photograph picturing the Japanese-American celebrants at
the 40th anniversary of the opening of the Buddhist school at the Los Angeles
branch of the Higashi Honganji Temple. The photograph is titled and dated in
Japanese script; it relates the date of the celebration as the 13th, 14th, and 15th
of September in the year 2600 (after the birth of the Emperor Jimmu), which is
1940. The photograph pictures a few hundred Issei and Nissei men, women, and
children in a mixture of traditional Japanese gowns and caps, and western suits
and dresses. There are a few banners in the background relating to the temple
and the celebration. The Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple is still active in
Los Angeles.

In addition to the faith itself, Buddhists within the Japanese American community were particularly vulnerable during the internment period. The American
government believed that Japanese-American Buddhists were more likely to support Imperial Japan than Japanese-American Christians or those of another faith.
Sadly, this also represented the majority of Japanese Americans, since most were
Buddhist in the first place. Further, the FBI classified Buddhist priests as “known
dangerous Group A1 suspects” and sought them out among the first groups to
be imprisoned. Many Buddhist priests were whisked away to relocation centers
even before Franklin Roosevelt’s issuance of Executive Order 9066.

The celebration depicted here came just two short years before the beginning of
the Japanese-American internment period, which triggered fundamental changes
in the practice of the Buddhist faith in America among Japanese-American citi-

We could locate no other copies of the present panoramic photograph in institutions or auction records. An important photographic record of a portion of the
Japanese-American Buddhist community in Los Angeles just a short time before
the internment period changed everything.
$2250.

Rare Inmate Memoir of a Notorious Missouri Prison
14. [Johnson, John B. “Firebug”]: [Hoffman, Charles Edward]: BURIED
ALIVE; OR, EIGHTEEN YEARS IN THE MISSOURI PENITENTIARY.
THE STORY OF J.B. JOHNSON’S LIFE IN A DUNGEON, GRAPHICALLY DESCRIBED AND VIVIDLY PORTRAYED BY HIS OWN PEN....
Kansas City: Hudson-Kimberly Publishing Company, [1903]. 246pp., plus eight
plates. Original printed wrappers. Small chips at corners, short splits at joints,
minor edge wear, light soiling. Minor thumb-soiling, last two leaves bumped at
fore-edge. Very good.
A rare, comprehensive, and photographically-illustrated account of John B.
“Firebug” Johnson’s eighteen years of mostly solitary confinement in the Missouri State Penitentiary, one of the worst prisons in the history of the United
States. The work is supplemented by a history of the prison by a former guard
named Charles Edward Hoffman, also recounting methods of punishment, escape
attempts, and prison revolts. In addition to the text, the work includes three
photographic portraits of Johnson, a “General View” of the prison, and portraits
of other prisoners inside the Missouri State Penitentiary.
John B. “Firebug” Johnson remains one of the most infamous inmates in the history of the Missouri prison system. While imprisoned in Missouri, he set three
fires and attempted numerous escapes, all of which contributed to his lengthy
runs in solitary incarceration. One of his fires resulted in more than $500,000 in
damage (in the 1890s) and the deaths of several inmates. When he was released
from prison in 1900 the St. Louis Post Dispatch, in a long article on him (which
asserted that his actual name was “John B. Hunt”) reported that he was the “most
remarkable prisoner of the age,” entering prison a twenty-six year old illiterate,
and leaving eighteen years later as an educated and well-read autodidact. Johnson’s home for the time of his incarceration, the Missouri State Penitentiary, was
a legendary and infamous prison. Decommissioned in 2004, the Missouri Pen
was notorious for its dungeon-like lower level and for the amount of murders
perpetrated by inmates over the course of its time. In 1967, TIME magazine
called the prison, “the bloodiest 47 acres in America.”
OCLC records just three digital copies, all in Missouri, at Truman State University,
the Missouri Historical Museum, and the State Historical Society of Missouri.
Johnson’s memoir was included in an exhibit of Missouri works in the state’s tent
at the 1904 World’s Fair (Louisiana Purchase Exposition), the catalogue of which
was compiled by F.A. Sampson, and titled A Catalogue of Publications by Missouri
Authors and Periodicals of Missouri of 1903 in World’s Fair Exhibit in Missouri Building (Columbia, Mo., 1904).
SUVAK 167. SAMPSON, p.17. OCLC 796453383.
$875.

An Artist Among the Northwest Indians
15. Kane, Paul: WANDERINGS OF AN ARTIST AMONG THE INDIANS
OF NORTH AMERICA FROM CANADA TO VANCOUVER’S ISLAND
AND OREGON THROUGH THE HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY’S TERRITORY AND BACK AGAIN. London: Longman, Brown, Green, Longmans, and
Roberts, 1859. xvii,[1],455,[8]pp., plus eight color plates and a partially-colored
folding map. Original pebbled cloth by Edmonds and Remnants, with their binder’s
ticket in the lower inner corner of the rear pastedown, boards stamped in blind,
spine gilt, advertisements on pastedowns. Minor edge wear, light soiling and rubbing to boards, corners bumped. Two previous ownership signatures on half title,
one small repair to verso of map. Light foxing, small faint dampstain to bottom
corner of several leaves, long closed horizontal tear in upper margin of leaf M1,
a few leaves in the S gathering standing proud, occasional light thumb-soiling in
the outer margin. Withal, a very good copy of a book rarely found in the original
cloth. In a gray silk folding box, paper spine label.
“The author, after four years study of art in Europe, returned to Canada filled
with the determination to fulfill an early formed design of executing a series of
drawings, of scenes in Indian life. To accomplish this, he traversed, almost alone,
the territories of the Red River Settlement; the valley of the Saskatchewan; across
the Rocky Mountains, down the Columbia River; the shores of Puget Sound,
and Vancouver’s Island. The book is a transcript of his daily journal, thrown
into the narrative form; and the beautiful engravings are copies of the labors of
his pencil” – Field. Kane travelled west with Sir George Simpson in 1846 and
extensively toured Oregon Territory in 1847, returning to Canada the following
year. “Kane crossed the continent to Puget Sound in 1846, making sketches of
the Indians and their encampments along the way” – Howes.
An accomplished artist, his work is now recognized as including some of the most
significant illustrations of North American aboriginal life from this period. The
handsome lithographic plates add luster to the book, and reflect the inspiration
Kane found in the work of George Catlin; the two also met while Kane was in
Europe. The map illustrates Kane’s route through the Hudson Bay territory.
Copies of this work in original cloth are exceedingly uncommon.
WAGNER-CAMP 332:1. GRAFF 2262. FIELD 811. HOWES K7, “b.” PEEL
212. ABBEY 663. STREETER SALE 3727. SABIN 37007. SMITH 5392. TPL
2911. TWENEY WASHINGTON 38. REESE, BEST OF THE WEST 154.
$5500.

Big, Bold Roosters in Kentucky
16. [Kentucky]: DONALDSON FAIR. Newport, Ky.: The Donaldson Litho.
Co., [ca. early 1920s]. Chromolithographic poster, 27¾ x 20 inches. Horizontal
center horizontal fold. Even toning, minor staining, several short closed edge
tears. Overall good plus.
A handsome sample stock poster advertising the Donaldson Fair along with the
services of the notable Donaldson Lithographing Company of Newport, Kentucky.
The text at top includes the dates of the fair in addition to prices for various
quantities of half-sheet lithographs. The chromolithograph features a large
central farm scene featuring two roosters, overprinted with the word, “Sample”
at the top of the image.
The Donaldson Lithographing Company is most prominent for being the defendant in a landmark 1903 Supreme Court case, Bleistein v. Donaldson Lithographic
Company. Donaldson had reproduced images from another lithography company
for a local circus, and was sued by that company for copyright infringement.
Donaldson argued that advertising images were not protected under the Copyright Act of 1870. The Supreme Court disagreed, ruling against Donaldson and
establishing the precedent that advertisements, and therefore commercial speech,
were protected under copyright.
$175.

A fantastic, large-format vernacular photograph album
capturing a variety of scenes in Alaska and British Columbia during the Klondike Gold Rush, memorializing
the exploits of ditch and mining engineer, William
H. Lang, as he worked on the Seward Peninsula in
Alaska. Lang was a noted engineer from Wisconsin
working on the Seward Peninsula around the turn of
the 20th century. The nature of the photographs,
namely the industrial scenes and pictures of men at a
dam or at construction sites, align with Lang’s professional experience. In his 1905 book entitled Nome
and Seward Peninsula, author E.S. Harrison includes
a biographical passage on Lang:

Alaska and British Columbia
at the Height of the Klondike Gold Rush
17. [Klondike Photographica]: [Lang, William H.]: [LARGE VERNACULAR
PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM FEATURING SCENES IN ALASKA AND BRITISH COLUMBIA DURING THE KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH, LIKELY ASSEMBLED BY DITCH AND MINING ENGINEER WILLIAM H. LANG
OR ONE OF HIS ASSOCIATES]. [Various locations in British Columbia and
Alaska. ca. 1895-1903]. 175 silver gelatin photographs, each approximately 4¼ x
6¼ or 3½ x 4½ inches. Oblong large folio. Contemporary brown pebbled leather.
Binding worn and chipped, rear board detached, front joint partially split. Some
surface soiling to several photographs. Overall good condition. In an archival
folding box.

“W. H. Lang is at the head of one of the large ditch
enterprises of Seward Peninsula. He is the general
manager of the Flambeau Ditch and Mining Company,
which is constructing a thirty-mile ditch from the
Flambeau River to Hastings Creek. This ditch will
cover a large area of valuable mining ground. Mr. Lang
is a native of Rock County, Wisconsin, and was born
September 25, 1856....The business of his company
was constructing and building, and its field of work
was in Northern Wisconsin. Several electric light
plants were constructed by the company. Another
feature of the company’s work was the building of
lumbermen’s log driving dams. Mr. Lang followed
this character of work until 1897 when he started for
the Klondike by way of White Pass. He spent two
years on the Yukon in the business of mining. He
returned home in 1899, and in the following spring
went to Nome on the Robert Dollar. During his first
two years in the Nome country he mined on Hungry,
Oregon and Bourbon Creeks. In 1903 he organized
the Flambeau Ditch and Mining Company and has
been associated with the enterprise as general manager ever since.”
The photographs move through British Columbia and Alaska, showing a great
variety of scenes along the way. A couple of the early pictures are captioned “W.H.
Lang & party” and show a group of men in the snowy wilderness of Alaska or
perhaps British Columbia, with pack horses outside log cabins and in camp. One
of the camp scenes shows two Native Americans standing next to a tent emblazoned with the name “Camp Latz.” Other shots feature hunters with a prize deer,
men standing at the dam of a river, men standing in an Alaskan coastal town next
to a large canoe, and a few images of frontier families posed near their houses.
These pictures are followed by a photograph bearing a sign reading, “New Wellington Coal Evans, Coleman & Evans.” These were two separate coal companies
operating in Vancouver, British Columbia in the early 20th century. Another

photograph shows Hing Kee Tailors, a successful shop in Vancouver’s Chinatown district. Amongst these photographs are several showing pack trains in the
wilderness, frontier houses and settlements, and images of indigenous peoples,
namely a photograph of a smiling native family and one of a nine-piece brass
band composed of indigenous musicians. There are also street scenes, railroads,
harbor scenes (including two featuring a paddle-wheel steamboat), a handful of
industrial images (one showing coal or a similar raw material being loaded down
a conveyor belt), and numerous photographs of the wilds around Vancouver.

Intermingled with the northern scenes are two
pages of photographs featuring scenes in Salt
Lake City, Utah, showing the Brigham Young
Monument and the interior of the Mormon Tabernacle, along with various street
scenes. It is likely that Lang took a side trip to Utah during his northwestern
exploits. Besides these two pages, the vast majority of the album captures the
people, places, life, and development of the northwestern United States and Canada
during an important period for Alaska and British Columbia, and was likely kept
by William H. Lang, an important Wisconsin engineer working in Alaska at the
time, or one of his associates.
E.S. Harrison, Nome and Seward Peninsula, History, Description, Biographies and
Stories (Seattle: Metropolitan Press, 1905), pp.206-7.
$3000.

Large, Attractive Portrait of the “Two-Headed Nightingale”
18. [Millie Christine]: [CARTE DE VISITE PHOTOGRAPH OF MILLIE
CHRISTINE BY CHARLES EISENMANN]. New York: Eisenmann, [ca.
1890s]. Cabinet card photograph on printed card mount, 4¼ x 6½ inches. Minor
thumb-soiling to mount. Very good.
A substantial cabinet card photograph featuring Millie and Christine McKoy, the
famous 19th-century singing sensation known as Millie Christine. The conjoined
African-American twins were born into slavery in North Carolina in 1851, and
their talent for singing and playing musical instruments was recognized at an
early stage. Millie and Christine were taken from their parents and sold several
times before finally being acquired by J. P. Smith. Just prior to the Civil War,
while performing in New Orleans, the twins were kidnapped, and it took years
for Smith to reclaim them, by which time they were legally free. They chose to
remain with Smith and to continue their career.
The McKoy sisters were freed by the Emancipation Proclamation and continued
to tour internationally, including in the United Kingdom. The talented singers
were successful enough to purchase the property where they were born and built
a grand home where they lived until their death. In early October 1912, Millie
died after contracting tuberculosis. Christine was unable to be safely separated
and died the next day. Though they had separate personalities, they were often
referred to with one name, “Millie-Christine” and are themselves quoted as saying,
“Although we speak of ourselves in the plural, we feel as but one person.” Millie
and Christine, often called “The Two-Headed Nightingale,” were also known as
“The Carolina Twins” and “The Eighth Wonder of the World.”
The present image shows the sisters in fashionable attire, holding a fan and a
small nosegay in front of a painted backdrop. The portrait was taken by Charles
Eisenmann (1855-1927), a well-known 19th-century photographer of “human
oddities.” The card mark is similar to marks found on Eisenmann cabinet cards
dated to the late 1890s and 1900. The verso is inscribed “Millie-Christine” in
pencil in an unknown hand.
$950.

A Pioneer Missouri Postmaster and Virginia Farmer
Involved in Slave Transactions
19. [Missouri]: Luke, John Whelan: [SMALL ARCHIVE OF MATERIAL
RELATED TO JOHN WHELAN LUKE, MERCHANT AND FIRST
POSTMASTER OF WATERLOO, MISSOURI, DESCRIBING HIS
ACTIVITIES ON THE MISSOURI FRONTIER, AND HIS BUSINESS
INVOLVEMENTS IN 1850s VIRGINIA, INCLUDING THE SALE
OF ENSLAVED PERSONS]. [Various locations in Missouri and Virginia,
as described below. ca. 1838-1866]. Forty-eight documents, mostly letters,
two envelopes. Several letters with postmarks and wax seals intact. Old folds,
occasional larger tears including parts of letters torn away (text only slightly
affected), small closed tears at edges and folds (no loss to text). Some tanning
and soiling. Overall very good.
Intriguing archive of documents related to John Whelan Luke (1815-1896),
originally of Berryville, Virginia, who went west to Waterloo, Missouri around
1837, where he served as postmaster, county treasurer, and established a
general store. Material in the archive relates to Luke’s duties as postmaster
on the Missouri frontier, actions that caused him to lose that position, his
business dealings in Missouri, and his role in the sale of enslaved people in
Virginia in the 1850s.
Ten of the documents relate to Luke’s appointment as postmaster of Waterloo
in 1839, taking over from William O. Peake. Waterloo, in the far northeast
corner of Missouri near the Iowa border, established its first post office in
1837, and it was initially the county seat for Clark County. Six of the postal
documents are printed forms completed in manuscript, including Luke’s application for a new post office in the town of Suray in 1840. There is also a
communication from the Appointment Office dated January 8, 1841, asking
that “public notice be given...of the expected vacancy in the Post Office....” A
manuscript note at the bottom of the form states, “It is considered necessary to
make a new appointment of Postmaster at Waterloo, because you have failed
to render your Accounts for two quarters...and have failed also to reply to
my letter addressed to you on the subject, on the 7th Oct. last.” Before this,
however, Luke established the third store in the town, Stephenson & Luke,
with his partner, Joseph Stephenson, having moved the store from Berryville.
An insurance policy for the firm is included, as well as two letters with itemized
lists of stock from Stephenson. Also included are several manuscript receipts,
most relating to Luke’s work as county treasurer.
Whether because of his dismissal as postmaster or because he was already
planning to leave, Luke sold his share in the store to Stephenson and returned
to Berryville around 1841 to farm. About half of the letters present are addressed to Luke while in Waterloo, and the other half are addressed to him
in Virginia. Most are from friends and family, some with additional business

content. One letter, apparently from his successor in Waterloo (Th. D. Lond),
dated March 1, 1842 discusses the financial hardships in Waterloo, including failure
of several banks, likely the continued effects of the Panic of 1837. He writes:
“The long looked for paymaster made his appearance about the first of last month,
and paid of the claimants in the Mormon and Iowa Wars – paid all claims, but no
officer received pay as such above the rank of a Capt....Times are hard here, and
no prospect of improvement. The Cairo Bank failed sometime in the winter, and
it is now reported that the State Bank of Ills. has also failed. If that be the case
it will be bad enough for Ills. money is the only circulation that we have, specie
& Mo. paper about 20 per ct premium.”
Four of the letters are part of ongoing conversations about enslaved (or formerly
enslaved) people, likely one of Luke’s business ventures. One letter from George
W. Norris, dated October 29, 1851, concerns the division of an estate, including
several enslaved people, in which Luke had power of attorney to represent the
heir. Another, dated March 3, 1852 discusses the purchase of “the boy Walton.”
In October of the same year, a letter asks Luke “to come to Washington, and
bring with you such a description of the servants, names, ages...as will enable
me to sell the same to you or George....” Finally, a letter addressed to Luke at
Richmond in March 1853 relates news from Berryville: “The free negroes must
be removed or worse will be the consequence. They will be more in way every
year if not speedily sent off. I am at a loss to know why the bill did not pass.”
John Whelan Luke was the grandson of Peter Luke, who served as a quartermaster
in the Revolutionary War. John Luke went on to be a quite successful farmer in
Berryville. In 1851, he was elected to the House of Delegates of Virginia, and
served one term, and was also an elder at the Berryville Presbyterian Church.
Although he was too old to see combat in the Civil War, he did invest in Confederate war bonds.
An interesting glimpse at a Virginian’s early foray west.

$3750.

An archive of correspondence and material related
to the daily operations of the Silver Bow Trades
and Labor Council, an A.F.L.-affiliated organization
coordinating labor unions in Silver Bow County,
Montana, and publisher of Montana Labor News.
The bulk of the collection covers the years 1938-40
and deals with coordinating union complaints from
affiliated unions in the region, determining which
businesses should be declared “unfair,” and assisting
with negotiations between businesses and unions.

Union Activity in Montana
Before, During, and After the Great Depression
20. [Montana]: [ARCHIVE OF MANUSCRIPT AND PRINTED MATERIAL
RELATED TO THE SILVER BOW TRADES AND LABOR COUNCIL
IN MONTANA, INCLUDING COORDINATION OF COMPLAINTS
AGAINST LOCAL BUSINESSES, CIRCA 1900s – 1950s]. [Butte, Mt. ca.
1904-1955]. 183 items. Occasional old folds, light tanning or soiling in a few
places. Overall very good.

Fifteen documents are on Silver Bow Trades and
Labor Council letterhead (most signed), of which
twelve are retained copies issued by the Grievance
Committee, replying to complaints filed by unions;
one is a report from the Legislative Committee
regarding candidate endorsements in upcoming
elections, one relates to council dues owed by a
local union, and another is a fundraising letter.
Correspondence to the Council includes letters
dealing with a wide variety of issues. For example,
the Helena Trades and Labor Assembly writes on
February 22, 1938, hoping to gather support in
opposing the use of “convict labor in the construction of the proposed, Montana State Automobile
License Administration Building...” when there are
many “unemployed law abiding citizens who are
competent tradesmen wanting a chance to make
an honest living....” On July 11, 1938, the Butte
Barbers’ Union, Local No. 635 wrote, “At the last
regular meeting...the beauty shop of Beryl Maillet...
was declared unfair [and banner reading “Unfair” was
placed in front on her business]. Your endorsement
of this action is requested or your cooperation in
bringing about the desired conditions of this shop.
J.R. Costello, Secty.” On July 28, the Grievance Committee replied, noting that
while Mr. Costello said Mrs. Maillet did not want to join the union, in fact, Mrs.
Maillet was “perfectly willing to join” but had asked for time to raise the $100
initiation fee required. Thus, the Committee sees no problem, and “we suggest
that the Barbers’ Union accept the money in weekly payments; or make whatever
other arrangements can be agreed upon by the parties involved.” Accordingly,
there is a retained copy of Mrs. Maillet’s commitment to join the Barbers’ Union
dated October 7, including a payment plan for her dues, and the provision that
the “Unfair” banner would be removed.

The other documents are primarily letters from other county labor councils to
the Silver Bow council, including the Butte Laundry and Dye Workers Union,
Bartenders’ Local No. 55 (Butte), Butte Typographical Union Local No. 126, the
International Association of Machinists Butte Lodge No. 88, Women’s Protective
Union No. 457, and numerous others, often with manuscript notes (from Silver
Bow council members) about the resolution of the issue mentioned in the letter.
The accompanying telegraphs deal with the same issues, except for one undated
draft from the council secretary Thomas Kennedy, regarding W.P.A. projects in
the area: “Butte unions unanimous in their decision not to work on WPA projects
for less than prevailing rate of wages mass meeting July 12th adopted resolutions
bitterly condemning new WPA setup....” Some of the material relates to the push
for a thirty-hour work week, and a few letters address political issues outside the
strict parameters of work, such as political endorsements, showing the power and
influence of unions in Montana at the time.
Also included are several invoices from Bessette Printing Company in Butte,
billed to the Montana Labor News – print runs for the paper ran from 2,220 to
2,850 copies; invoices from the Butte Carpenters’ Union; four blank “Working
Cards” issued by the Council for July-September 1923; several U.S. Postal Service
return receipts; and two issues of the Joint Council of Women’s Auxiliaries Bulletin.
Montana workers were extensively unionized in the late 19th and early 20th centuries – not just in the mining, railroads, and timber industries, but in agriculture,
nursing, education, and other non-industrial work as well. During this time, Butte
was known as the “Gibraltar of Unionism” because it was so thoroughly organized.
This collection provides a valuable look at the daily work of union negotiation
in the West.
$2500.

An African-American Minister
on the Patriotism of Black Soldiers in the Face of Racism
21. Samuels-Belboder, J.N.: THE WAR AND THE COLOURED RACES,
A PAPER DELIVERED...AT THE FORUM, ST. ANDREWS CHURCH,
CINCINNATI AND TO THE ARISTOS SOCIETY, DAYTON, OHIO
[wrapper title]. [Dayton, Oh.: Aristos Society, 1918]. [2],8pp. Original printed
wrappers, side-stapled. Minor wear and soiling to wrappers, small tear to left
margin of front wrapper, staples oxidized, faint vertical crease throughout. Ink
annotation to errata page. Very good.
An uncommon pamphlet from a black Episcopal priest condemning the inequality
faced by African Americans, especially considering their service during the Great
War. Beginning with a brief history of the “Negroid peoples,” Samuels-Belboder
points out that black and brown people have full citizenship and equal rights
in many countries throughout the world, and are responsible and contributing
members of society. Yet, in European colonies in Africa and in the United States,
blacks “live among nations and peoples whose cruelty and cowardice are notorious; or they have over them foreign governors whose sympathy with them is a
mockery, and whose interest in them is the interest of the hateful exploiter” (p.4).
He notes South Africa, German East Africa, and the Belgian Congo among other
places, “and last but most notorious of all, the United States of America” (p.4).
But, despite the discrimination and inequality blacks have faced, “no suffering, no
injustice, no mob murdering, no false friends, have singly or collectively caused
the Coloured race-group, or even one member of it, to be disloyal, unpatriotic, or
insincere to the country....” (p.6). “In this way many thousands have answered the
call to arms. They farm as well as arm. Their contribution is not only in labour
and in lives, but also in gold....These people who have pledged all they have and
are what shall be returned to them when victory is won and peace returns? This
ought to be a very important and very proper question, especially in the minds
of the southern whites....” (pp.6-7).
J.N. Samuels-Belboder (1877-1945) was rector of St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church
in Dayton, Ohio for over 30 years. According to his obituary in the Dayton
Herald (June 6, 1945), Samuels-Belboder was born in Sandvoort, Berbice, British
Guiana (now Guyana). He was president of the Aristos Society (1915-17), a local organization advocating for higher education for African Americans. Aristos
became a national organization in 1922, naming W.E.B. Du Bois as one of its
honorary members. Samuels-Belboder was also president of the local NAACP
chapter (1916-19, 1934-37), and lectured at Wilberforce University, one of the
earliest historically black universities (HBCUs) and the first college to be owned
and operated by African Americans.
We could locate only two copies of this pamphlet in OCLC, at Duke and Stanford.
$850.

Ownership signature dated 1868 on front free
endpaper, otherwise clean internally. The map
is in especially nice condition and with vibrant
outline color. Very good overall.
The second edition of Smith’s traveler’s guide
and map to the United States, following the first
of 1846. This edition seems to be a variant of
Rumsey 3689, which has the text dated 1847 but
the map dated 1846 - in this copy the map and
titlepage are both dated 1847. In the first edition, both text and map are dated 1846. The
guide includes distinct chapters dedicated to each
state, touting their notable landmarks. The text
is interspersed with 125 steel engravings illustrating these landmarks, providing a pleasing visual
counterpart to the promotional text. There are
also distance guides

With a Notable Map
22. Smith, J. Calvin: THE ILLUSTRATED HAND-BOOK, A NEW GUIDE
FOR TRAVELERS THROUGH THE UNITED STATES…ACCOMPANIED BY A LARGE AND ACCURATE MAP. New York: Sherman & Smith,
1847. 233pp. plus engraved frontispiece and large folding map 22¼ x 26¼ inches,
colored in outline. Numerous in-text illustrations. Titlepage vignette. 16mo.
Original red cloth, elaborately stamped in gilt and blind, neatly rebacked with
original gilt backstrip preserved. Corners lightly worn, boards lightly rubbed.

The folding map is J. Calvin Smith’s “A New
Map for Travelers through the United States of
America, Showing the Railroads, Canals & Stage
Roads, with the Distances.” This important map,
which was corrected and updated almost yearly,
was also separately published in 1852 and 1853,
and probably other years. It is especially notable
for showing the transportation networks available
to western emigrants. Howes lists later editions of
the complete work, dated on the titlepage of the
text: 1848, 1849, and 1850. The map extends as
far west as Nebraska Territory, Western Territory
(Oklahoma) and central Texas, and the inset, “Map
of Oregon Northern California Santa Fe &c.,” is
particularly interesting as it shows these regions at the time of the Mexican War.
There are four additional insets titled, “Railroad & Canal Routes from Albany to
Buffalo,” “Map Showing the Rail Roads between the Cities of New York, Boston
& Albany,” “Railroad Route from New York to Philadelphia,” and “Railroad Route
from Philadelphia to Washington.”
An important emigrant and traveler’s guide published during a frenetic period of
western expansion of the United States.
SABIN 82928. BUCK 412. PHILLIPS, MAPS, p.899. HOWES S614 (ref).
SERVIES 3503 (ref). RUMSEY 3689 (ref).
$1750.

A photographic chronicle of destruction and rebirth,
this album contains twenty-eight photographs of
the Great Seattle Fire of 1889, produced by the
noted Seattle photographer, John P. Soule.
The Great Seattle Fire began on the afternoon
of June 6, 1889, in the basement of a carpenter’s
shop at the corner of Front and Madison streets.
A fire alarm blared out across the city. Brave
crews of firemen and volunteer citizens working
bucket brigades did what they could to fight back
the flames, but by 8 p.m. that night, fifty-eight
blocks had been reduced to ashes, leaving not a
single building standing over an area of 116 acres
in the business district of the city. The insurance
assessments totaled the damage at over $20,000,000.
The extent of the damage to the business district of
Seattle is crystal clear in the photographs present
here. Many of the photographs feature human
subjects standing amidst the rubble and ashes
of various buildings and down numerous Seattle
streets. Some of the photographs, especially those
featuring Second Steet, show businesses attempting
to continue after the disaster by erecting tents as
makeshift storefronts. One of the Second Street
photographs clearly captures a bustling city, not
undone by the recent disaster, but continuing to
move and work and live.

A Noted Photographer’s Pictures of Fire-Ravaged Seattle in 1889
23. [Soule, John P.]: [ALBUM OF TWENTY-EIGHT CONTEMPORARY
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE AFTERMATH OF THE GREAT SEATTLE
FIRE OF 1889]. [Seattle. ca. 1889]. Twenty-eight photographs, each 4½ x 7
inches, most stamped in ink on verso and each with pencil caption on verso,
tipped in individually, with tissue guards. Quarto. Contemporary three-quarter
red morocco and red pebbled cloth, spine ruled in gilt, silk endpapers. Minor
soiling to boards, moderate wear to head of spine and front joint, small repair to
spine tail, corners worn. Photographs in excellent condition. In a cloth clamshell
box, printed paper label.

All but two of the photographs are marked on the
verso with a small ink stamp reading: “S eattle ,
after the Great Fire of June 6th, 1889.” Without
exception, all of the photographs have an additional identifying captions in pencil. The pencil captions on the verso of the present photographs read: “Front
Street from Second”; “Occidental Hotel”; “Puget Sound National Bank”; “Up
Yesler Ave.”; a different view “Up Yesler Ave.”; “Front Street from Occidental
Sqr.”; “The Smoky Ruins from Jackson St.”; “Down Commercial St.”; “S.W.
from Boston Block”; “Front St. from Boston Block”; “West from Boston Block”;
“Dexter Horton & Co.’s Bank”; “Yesler Building”; “Yessler Corner”; “Opera
House”; “Wharf foot of Main St.”; “Dearborn Building”; “View from Jefferson
St.”; “On Second St.”; “View from Second St.”; another view “On Second St.”;
a third view “On Second St.”; a fourth view “On Second St.”; a fifth view “On
Second St.”; “Down Yesler Ave.”; “S.W. from Second St.”; “South from Boston
Block”; “Barracks on Third St.”

Most notably, twelve of the twenty-eight photographs also include the ink stamp
of noted photographer John P. Soule, whose studio was located at 528 Broadway. John P. Soule (1828-1904) was a native New Englander who operated a
photography studio in Boston for over twenty years, between 1861 and 1882.
He photographed Boston architecture, public events, and exhibitions, but also
traveled a bit, capturing images around Charleston during the Civil War. Most
pertinently, Soule memorialized both the 1866 fire in Portland, Maine and the
Great Boston Fire of 1872 in photographs before relocating to Seattle in 1888.
Soule became well-known for his pictures of the Great Seattle Fire of 1889; he
documented the aftermath and the rebuilding of the business district over the
next several years, and became enamored of the Emerald City. He continued to
live and work in Seattle until his death in 1904. Also of note, Soule’s brother,
William S. Soule, was a preeminent photographer of the American West who
captured important images of the Plains Indians during his traveling studio work
in Kansas and present-day Oklahoma.
OCLC records a smattering of single Seattle fire photographs by John Soule, but
just one similar album, with only twenty-three pictures, located at the Bancroft
Library.
A stunning collection of Soule’s rare work recording the Great Seattle Fire of 1889.
OCLC 33821711 (Bancroft). MAUTZ, BIOGRAPHIES OF WESTERN PHOTOGRAPHERS, p.502.
$9000.

With Many Unrecorded Images of President William McKinley
24. [South Dakota Photographica]: [Trans-Mississippi Exposition]: [McKinley, William]: [ANNOTATED VERNACULAR PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM
CONTAINING FIFTY ALBUMENS OF WESTERN SCENES, INCLUDING IMAGES OF MINING OPERATIONS NEAR DEADWOOD, SOUTH
DAKOTA, THE 1898 TRANS-MISSISSIPPI EXPOSITION, AND PRESIDENT WILLIAM McKINLEY]. [Terraville, S.D. and Omaha, Ne. ca. 1898].
Fifty albumen photographs, each approximately 3¼ x 3¼ inches, mounted recto
and verso in viewing windows within an album, about half with pencil annotations
on the mounts. Oblong octavo. Contemporary three-quarter black calf and dark
blue cloth, front board gilt. Lacks backstrip, moderate scuffing to edges. Minor
occasional soiling to mounts. Minor to moderate fading to some photographs,
some images overexposed or with amateurish printing flaws. Overall very good.
An eclectic and interesting collection of photographs taken by an amateur photographer on a tour of South Dakota and Nebraska before and during the 1898
Trans-Mississippi Exposition. The photographer and his traveling party visited
mining camps and nearby townships in South Dakota before proceeding to Omaha
for the exposition. Once in Omaha, the photographer documented much of the
exposition, including several unrecorded images of William McKinley, who visited
on “President’s Day.”
The first seventeen images capture scenes in and around the mining town of
Terraville, in Lawrence County, South Dakota, about three miles southwest of
Deadwood. Terraville, today a ghost town, was founded in 1877 and thrived until
around 1900; the mining camp’s population at its height numbered around 700
workers. The images here show the Black Hills & Fort Pierre Railroad, street scenes
in Terraville (and possibly also in the nearby mining camp of Lead), prominent

local citizens, mining scenes, and a few excellent interior shots of saloons. Four
of the subjects are women, presumably members of the photographer’s traveling
party. The mining scenes include photographs captioned “Foundation – Steel
Hoist,” “Foundation for Crushers,” and “Concentrate Dump.” All seventeen
photographs are captioned in pencil in a neat hand; several of these photographs
are captioned simply with initials of the subjects.
The remaining thirty-three photographs record the Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition, held in Omaha between June and November of 1898. The
exposition was intended to capitalize on American patriotic fervor following the
conclusion of the Spanish-American War. The subjects of the photographs are
predominately architectural and scenic, capturing the grounds and various buildings
of the exposition. There are scenes of an enormous Indian teepee, presumably part
of the Indian Congress that took place simultaneously with the exposition, along
with a handful of quite effective nighttime exposures, the best of which depicts
the illuminated electric facade atop the Presidential grandstand, featuring a large,
electrified likeness of President McKinley above the legend, “Welcome to Our
President, Our Country and Peace.” About a third of these photographs from
the exposition are captioned, in the same neat hand as the South Dakota pictures.
Of particular interest are about ten unrecorded images featuring President William
McKinley participating in President’s Day activities on October 12. These include
photographs of the president walking in a parade, milling about on the grandstand
and among uniformed troops, and speaking to the crowds while flanked by William Jennings Bryan and General Nelson Miles, amid other visiting dignitaries.
An evocative collection of vernacular images by an active amateur photographer,
capturing the American West during its fading wild years, and President McKinley in his second year in the White House, three years before his assassination.
$2750.

A rare frontier communication from future president Zachary Taylor during his
time as an Indian Agent in Wisconsin Territory. Here, Taylor approves $54.50
for services rendered by William Yoakum “as labourer or agriculturist in the
Winnebago Indian farm on Yellow River on the west side of the Mississippi near
Prairie du Chien under the 5th Article of the Treaty of Fort Armstrong Rock
Island Illinois of 15th Sept., 1832 for three months & nineteen days....” Taylor’s
authorization states that Yoakum’s account is “just & true” and that Yoakum’s
services were “faithfully rendered for the benefit of the Indians....” Yoakum acknowledges receipt of the wages from J.B.W. Stockton, “Military disbursing Agent
for the Indian Department,” in a short signed note below Taylor’s authorization.
Zachary Taylor previously commanded Fort Crawford from 1829 until the Black
Hawk War broke out in 1832, at which time he led forces against Chief Black
Hawk in Illinois and Wisconsin. In August 1832, after the Battle of Bad Axe, Chief
Black Hawk surrendered to Taylor at Fort Crawford. Before he was ordered to
Florida to take command of U.S. forces during the Second Seminole War in 1837,
Taylor worked as an Indian Agent along the upper Mississippi River, and served
again as commandant at Fort Crawford, where he supervised the final stages of
construction for the Indian Mission School referenced in the current document.
William Yoakum’s work was quite possibly of an educational nature at the Yellow
River Indian Mission School, which was established about ten miles from Fort
Crawford, at Allamakee, Iowa, and opened in the spring of 1835. Taylor’s document is dated just a couple of months later, at the end of June, 1835. As Bruce
E. Mahan writes in “The School on the Yellow River” (1924), agriculture was
one of the stated educational purposes at the mission school (his text also echoes
some of the language in Taylor’s authorization):

Zachary Taylor Authorizes Expenditures
at the Winnebago Indian School in Iowa
25. Taylor, Zachary: [AUTOGRAPH DOCUMENT, SIGNED, BY FUTURE
PRESIDENT ZACHARY TAYLOR, AS ACTING UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENT, TO WILLIAM YOAKUM, AUTHORIZING AGRICULTURAL EXPENDITURES FOR THE YELLOW RIVER INDIAN MISSION
SCHOOL]. Fort Crawford, Prairie de Chien, Wi. June 30, 1835. [1]p., on a
quarto sheet. Original mailing folds, mild toning, minor edge wear. Very good.

“By the terms of the treaty of 1832, made and signed at Rock Island by the United
States of America on the one hand and the Winnebago tribe of Indians on the
other, the former agreed to erect a suitable building, or buildings, with a garden
and a field attached, somewhere near Fort Crawford, and to establish and maintain
therein, for a term of twenty-seven years, a boarding school for the education of
such Winnebago children as might be sent to it. The school was to be conducted
by two or more teachers, male and female, and the children were to be taught,
according to their age and sex, reading, writing, arithmetic, gardening, agriculture
[emphasis ours], carding, spinning, weaving, sewing, and such other branches of
useful knowledge as the President of the United States might prescribe.”
A rare original document from Zachary Taylor’s tenure as commander of Fort
Crawford, with content related to Native American education.
Bruce E. Mahan, “The School on the Yellow River” in The Palimpsest, Vol. 5
(1924), pp.446-52.
$3000.

Thirty-Nine Trips in the 1870s on a Texas Steamboat
Once Owned by Richard King
26. [Texas]: [MANUSCRIPT ACCOUNT BOOK OF THE TEXAS STEAMBOAT John Scott, ONCE OWNED BY MIFFLIN KENEDY AND RICHARD KING, ACTIVE ON THE RIO GRANDE AFTER THE CIVIL WAR,
RECORDING EXPENSES AND REVENUES OVER TWO-AND-A-HALF
YEARS]. [Texas. April 22, 1876 – December 29, 1878]. 89pp. Quarto. Contemporary three-quarter calf and brown cloth ledger book, manuscript title on front
cover reading, “Stmbt. John Scott From Trip No. 1 to Trip No.” and a manuscript
paper label on the rear cover reading, “’John Scott.’ April 22nd, 1876.” Spine

chipped and partially perished, boards scuffed and worn. Binding cracked and
tender, but mostly clean internally. A well-utilized logbook, in good condition,
considering it lived on a Texas riverboat for two-and-a-half years.
An unusual and unique surviving manuscript logbook for the steamboat John Scott,
which was active on the Rio Grande in Texas sometime after 1850, and until it sank
in the river in 1880. The account book records expenses and accounts receivable
from thirty-nine consecutive trips taken up and down the river from April, 1876
to December, 1878. The wide variety of expenses noted include repairs, “running

New Orleans, and New York banks and
bankers with whom the John Scott transacted, namely the San Antonio National
Bank, Bennett & Lockwood, Schmidt &
Ziegler, and the U.S. Treasury in New
Orleans. The book also occasionally
records the amount of cash “retained
on board” the boat.

expenses,” freight bills, portage, wood, wages, and more. Specific entities to
whom payments were made or from whom revenues were collected include the
Rio Grande Railroad (with which the steamboat worked on almost every trip),
the United States government, and other steamships called the Western Texas,
Andrew Ackley, and Rio Bravo.
Several names are listed throughout the logbook indicating monies owed for
services rendered, perhaps even for workers on the boat. Such names include C.
Flouche, Victor Pellat, L.J. Keynes, J. Galvan, John Matthias, F. Armendaiz, M.J.
Gomila, Chas. Bagnall, Jesus Martinez, Pablo Ramirez, Ramon Perez, and many
others, showing the multi-ethnic background of the employees. Capt. Elias Best’s
salary totaled $305 for October and November 1876, and a general expenses entry
from May 1877 identified the engineer simply as “Fleming.”
The revenue from the John Scott included “Gross freight earnings,” the collection
of various bills, reclamations, passenger fees, and other services. The account
book also records a running total of cash, along with coin, currency, silver, and
gold holdings (including Mexican Eagles), and lists a number of San Antonio,

“During the Mexican War, Mifflin Kenedy and Richard King were hired by the
U.S. Army to captain the steamboats used
to transport troops and supplies up and
down the Rio Grande. After the war
in 1850, Kenedy and King partnered
with James O’Donnel and Charles Stillman to form M. Kenedy & Company in
Brownsville, Texas. The company and its
steamboats dominated river trade until it
was dissolved in 1874. S.B. John Scott
was a stern wheel steamboat that was
brought to the Rio Grande by Mifflin
Kenedy & Company sometime after
1850. It is undetermined who owned
the steamboat in 1875, after M. Kenedy & Company disbanded. However, it is
recorded that she sank in the Rio Grande opposite Brownsville on the night of
August 12, 1880 during a hurricane” – Kinnison.
Kenedy and King’s steamboat partnership included about twenty-five boats.
They were known for shipping cotton up and down the Rio Grande after the
Civil War. After the dissolution of the steamboat enterprise, Kenedy invested
in the construction of railroads in south Texas, specifically the Corpus Christi,
San Diego, and Rio Grande lines from Corpus Christi to Laredo. He likely used
connections with south Texas banks and railroad companies established during his
time as a steamboat proprietor, the types of connections recorded by the owners
of the John Scott in the present account book.
Manuscript material on Texas steamboats is exceedingly rare, especially material
with a close connection to Mifflin Kenedy and Richard King, the latter of which,
after decades as a steamboat captain, founded the King Ranch.
Phyllis Kinnison, compiler, Port of Brownsville Documents, 1854 and 1875 (Edinburg, Tx.: Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives, 2014), held at the Museum
of South Texas History, p.4.
$3500.

Sensational Buffalo Murder Case
27. [Thayer Brothers]: [Love, John]: THE LIFE, TRIAL, CONDEMNATION, AND DYING ADDRESS OF THE THREE THAYERS!! WHO WERE
EXECUTED FOR THE MURDER OF JOHN LOVE, AT BUFFALO, N.Y.
JUNE 17, 1825. Buffalo, N.Y.: Printed for the Publisher, [1825]. 16pp. Titlepage illustrated with woodcuts of three coffins. Contemporary plain wrappers,
stitched, with primitive manuscript title on front wrapper. Wrappers frayed at
edges, early ownership inscription and pen trials on front wrapper, stain on rear
wrapper. Occasional light foxing and even tanning to text. Very good.
Uncommon sensational pamphlet recounting the grisly murder of John Love by
the Thayer brothers (Nelson, Israel, and Isaac), their trials, and their subsequent
executions. Known for their irreverence and shady dealings, the Thayer family already had a poor reputation in Buffalo even before the specter of murder
emerged. In 1824, John Love, a grain futures trader, came to town and rented
a room from Nelson. In no time, the Thayers were so deeply in debt to Love
they risked losing their land. They decided that murdering Love was their only
option. They shot him in the head, but this did not kill him, so Nelson finished
him off with a meat axe. They tried to disguise the blood with a pig carcass, and
then buried Love in a shallow grave. They took his cash and started collecting
on local debts owed to Love, even going so far as to forge a power of attorney
document claiming Love had left them in charge of his business.
Local folks soon got suspicious; they went looking for Love and found his body.
The three brothers and their father (Israel Sr.) were arrested, though Israel Sr.
was later released. The trials were brief, the jury deliberations even briefer, and
all three brothers were convicted and sentenced to hang. Before the executions,
they made a full confession. Nelson explained that Love had effectively acquired
nearly all their property, and threatened to foreclose on everything and send
them to prison as well; “I thought I might as well run the risk of being hung
as to lose my property and go to prison too” (p.14). This case dominated the
headlines for months and thousands attended the hangings. Severance notes four
different 1825 Buffalo publications relating to this notorious case, but does not
apparently list the present edition, which is notable for the woodcuts of three
coffins on the titlepage.
A relatively early Buffalo imprint, and a well-preserved example of early American
true crime literature.
McMURTRIE (BUFFALO) 18. SEVERANCE, BUFFALO IMPRINTS, p.562
(note). SHAW & SHOEMAKER 21219. COHEN 13088. McDADE 972.
$875.

The Oregon State Pen, in Poetry and Prose
28. [Van Tiffin]: PRISON TOURS AND POEMS. A SKETCH OF THE
OREGON STATE PENITENTIARY. Salem, Or.: For Sale by Author, 1904.
88pp. plus four photographically-illustrated plates. Original printed wrappers,
gilt, cloth backstrip. Light soiling to covers. Internally clean. Very good plus.
The uncommon first edition of a memoir of prison life in Oregon at the turn of
the 20th century, interspersed with occasional short poems, all authored by inmate
Van Tiffin. That was apparently his last name, and he identifies himself in the
text only as “Prisoner 4382.” He published this work while incarcerated. Van
Tiffin provides descriptions of the prison, the inmates, the cells, the chapel and
religious services, the work environment, the “execution chamber,” and relates the
details of a recent escape. “He provides an idealized picture of prison life, full of
industrious, studious men making useful things in the shop, taking correspondence
courses [and] points out how well things go for those who decide to cooperate
with the authorities and how hard life is for the rebellious” – Suvak. Ultimately
though, Van Tiffin concludes that there is “no happiness here” and that prison
is a “rude coffin, and a criminal’s grave.” The four photographically-illustrated
plates feature the front facade of the penitentiary, a view of the penitentiary “from
the east,” the “west front” of the prison shops, and the northwest guard tower.
OCLC reports just five copies, at the Huntington Library, Multnomah County
Library, Willamette University Library, Washington State, and the Library of
Congress.
SUVAK 333. OCLC 16746932.
$500.

tion on twenty-eight local businesses in
Columbia County, which is located in
southeastern Washington, just east of
Walla Walla.

Highly-Detailed Atlas of a Remote Washington County
29. [Washington]: Ogle, George A., compiler: STANDARD ATLAS OF
COLUMBIA COUNTY WASHINGTON INCLUDING A PLAT BOOK
OF THE VILLAGES, CITIES AND TOWNSHIPS OF THE COUNTY....
Chicago: Compiled and published by Geo. A. Ogle & Co., 1913. [3]-79,xxiii [i.e.,
xxii] pp., including thirty-nine maps (a few pages with more than one map or plat;
four of the maps double-page). Large folio. Original brown cloth boards, stamped
in gilt and blind, rebacked and recornered in modern maroon cloth. Minor scuffing to edges. Ink gift inscription on front free endpaper, minor marginal repairs
to some leaves, light occasional thumb-soiling. Very good.
A rare, early 20th-century Washington state atlas, illustrated with thirty-nine
maps, printed or outlined in color, and two pages of illustrations from photographs featuring Washington residents and buildings. A one-page advertising
section is printed on the verso of the contents leaf, providing insightful informa-

The maps include plat maps of various
townships in Columbia County, such as
Dayton, Marengo, Turner, Huntsville,
and Starbuck. Nineteen of the township
plat maps are identified simply by their
latitudinal and longitudinal coordinates.
The last plat map features the area of
the Wenaha Forest Reserve in the south
part of Columbia County. The maps
are highly detailed, showing railroad
lines, rivers, forest land, and much more.
Every map carries information giving
the names of land owners in each township, including residents, and companies,
schools, livestock and timber companies,
etc. As such, the atlas provides not only
valuable geographic information, but a
wealth of information on private and
business land ownership at the time.
Following the plat maps is a full-page
listing of significant “Stock Brands” with
about 180 illustrations and descriptions
of brands along with the rancher’s or
stock producer’s name. This is followed by double-page maps of Washington
state, the United States, and the World, all by George Cram of Chicago. The
Washington-specific information concludes with a two-page “Patrons’ Reference
Directory of Columbia County, Washington,” listing about 350 residents, their
occupations (mostly farmers), and addresses, and the aforementioned two pages of
illustrations from photographs featuring Washington residents, their residences,
and public buildings, such as the Columbia County Courthouse, Columbia School
House, the F.P. Miller residence in Starbuck, and various Washington farm scenes.
The supplements cover in general terms American land surveys and a historical
timeline.
Publisher and compiler George Ogle of Chicago was quite active in the early 20th
century in producing county atlases of the Pacific Northwest. OCLC records
just four copies of this atlas, at Columbia County Rural Library, Seattle Public
Library, Whitman College, and the Allen County Public Library. There is also
a copy at the Library of Congress.
PHILLIPS, ATLASES 5073 OCLC 42983892, 18264243.
$1750.

An Exceedingly Rare Work
of African-American Uplift from Tennessee
30. Wilson, Bartow G.: THE KNOXVILLE NEGRO. EMPHASIZING THE
GREAT ERA OF PROGRESS PREVALENT IN NEGRO KNOXVILLE
TODAY. [Knoxville: Trent Printing Co., June 1929]. 88pp., profusely illustrated.
Large quarto. Original printed wrappers. Moderate soiling, creasing, and rubbing to wrappers, lower corners chipped. Occasional edge wear or soiling to text.
Overall very good.
Dedicated to “The Negro Youth of Knoxville,” this photographically-illustrated
work was published to “awaken the Knoxville Negro to the fact that he is enjoying
a most remarkable era of progress.” Included is a short piece titled “Evidences
of the Progress of Race” by Dr. Henry Morgan Green, a lengthy “Who’s Who”
section of prominent African-American citizens of Knoxville which is illustrated
with portraits of each person, a “Classified Directory of Negro Businesses in
Knoxville 1928-1929” that is “intended to show the nature and kind of business
engaged in by Knoxville Negroes,” a “Beautiful Homes” section, a listing of
clubs, organizations and activities “showing the group activity of the Knoxville
Negro,” and more.
Toward the end of the book is a feature uncommon to similar examples of AfricanAmerican celebrations: a short section noting Caucasian county officials “who
have proven their friendship” and “are heartily in accord with the progressive
strides being made by negroes in Knoxville and Knox county.” There is also a
page dedicated to the author, Barstow G. Wilson, with a biographical note written
by white Knoxville City Councilman James A. Trent (not coincidentally opposite
a page containing an advertisement for Trent Printing Co., which produced the
book). Trent informs the reader that Wilson has worked as a printer and writer
for the Knoxville Herald and praises him as “a young man of intelligence; wellbred, honest, energetic, thrifty, and of a pleasant personality....”
Bartow Wilson assembled this homegrown book at the end of the Roaring Twenties, which had ushered in success to many in the United States. It is interesting
to note, however, that this celebration of African-American progress in Tennessee was published just four months before the stock market crash of 1929 that
precipitated the Great Depression.
OCLC reports just a single copy of this rich and informative work of African
American uplift, at Emory University.
OCLC 49911229.
$1250.

