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 John Adams Writes Mercy Otis Warren

1. Adams, John: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM JOHN ADAMS 
TO MERCY OTIS WARREN, ON FAMILY MATTERS, THE IMPORTANT 
PRE-REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES OF HER BROTHER, JAMES OTIS, 
JR., AND ON WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS FOR THE UNITED STATES 
AS IT WAGED THE WAR OF 1812]. Quincy, [Ma.]. November 24, 1813. [2]
pp. Quarto. Old fold lines. A few small spots of foxing, faint stain from wax seal. 
Very good. In a folio-sized half morocco and cloth clamshell box, leather labels.

A warm letter from former President John Adams to his dear friend and writer, 
Mercy Otis Warren, with whom he had been recently reconciled after their long 
falling out.  Throughout the Revolutionary period, historian, poet, and dramatist 
Mercy Otis Warren actively corresponded on political matters with numerous 
leaders, including Samuel Adams, John Hancock, Patrick Henry, Thomas Jef-
ferson, George Washington, and especially John Adams, who became her literary 
mentor in those early years of unrest.  In 1805 her literary career culminated with 
the publication of The History of the Rise, Progress, and Termination of the American 
Revolution.  The book’s sharp criticisms of Adams – that his passions and prejudices 
often debilitated his judgment and that he had demonstrated a distinct leaning 
toward monarchy during his sojourn in England – led to a heated correspondence 
and a breach in their friendship in 1807.  After nearly five years Elbridge Gerry 
managed to effect a reconciliation between Mercy and Abigail and John.  It was 
Mrs. Adams who sent word to Mercy on Sept. 15, 1813 that her daughter, Nabby, 
had died of breast cancer a month earlier.  Adams’ opening salutation in this let-
ter likely refers to condolences sent by Warren, and suggests that Nabby’s death 
prompted an invitation to visit her:

“I am very much obliged to you for your civilities to my wife, my son, Coll Smith 
and my granddaughters.  My girls have long expressed an earnest desire to see 
Madam Warren, and have been highly gratified by their visit and very grateful 
for the kind hospitality, the social enjoyments and instructive conversations they 
experienced.  I congratulate you Madam on the happy marriage of a granddaughter 
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who once obliged us with a very short visit.  I was delighted with her manners 
and accomplishments, and found her visit much too short.  May every blessing 
attend her and all your family, in whose prosperity I take a constant interest.”

Adams moves beyond the opening exchange of family pleasantries to discuss 
Thomas McKean’s comments on Mrs. Warren’s late brother, the brilliant but 
erratic James Otis, Jr., at the 1765 Stamp Act Congress.  “Governor M.Keans 
notice of your brother I thought worth preserving in your family.  The oddity of 
the dialogue and the particular moment of its composition were the circumstances 
that made it rather an object of curiosity than use.  I think however the traits of 
character are correct.”  In a letter from McKean to Adams dated Aug. 20, 1813, 
McKean reminisces about the Stamp Act Congress that convened in New York 
on Oct. 7 to elect a president of that body: “In the Congress of 1765, there were 
several conspicuous characters.  Mr. James Otis appeared to be the boldest and 
best speaker.  I voted for him as our President, but Brigadier Ruggles succeeded 
by one vote, owing to the number of the committee from New York, as we voted 
individually” (The Works of John Adams, X, pp.60-62).  Adams then moves on to 
further reflection on the rest of her family of ardent patriots: “I know not madam 
what your father [James Otis, Sr.], your husband [James Warren] or your brother 
would think of these times.”  Adams, however, is reluctant to conjecture about 
what the future might hold for America.  “A mighty effort of nature is in operation 
that no understanding below that Providence which superintends and directs it, 
can comprehend.  An entire separation, in government at least, between America 
and Europe seems to be commencing: but what will be its course when and how 
it will terminate; and what influence it will have upon Asia and Africa, no living 
man, I believe will pretend to foresee.”  Nevertheless, Adams believes that he, 
Mercy, and their fellow patriots had long since laid the necessary groundwork for 
the political sanguinity of America, but whose fate no longer lay in their hands, 
due to advanced age.  “We have acted our parts.  The curtain will soon be drawn 
upon us.  We must leave the future to that Providence which has protected us in 
the past.  This sentiment of duty and interest I doubt not, Madam, will be ap-
proved by you; as I hope it is reallized [sic] with gratitude, and entire confidence 
and submission by your old friend and respectful humble servant.”

A cordial letter to an old friend, showing a more mature and philosophical John 
Adams.  Warren was eighty-five at the time – she was older than Adams – and 
she died less than a year later.  $35,000.
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 A Classic of Western Photography, Signed by Adams and Austin

2. Adams, Ansel E., and Mary H. Austin: TAOS PUEBLO. San Francisco: 
Grabhorn Press, 1930. [6] preliminary pages followed by [14]pp. of text and 
twelve original mounted photographs,  various sizes to 9 x 6½ inches, printed on 
Dassonville paper by Ansel Adams, each with a corresponding caption leaf, and 
ending with the colophon leaf. Large folio. Publisher’s half tan morocco and orange 
cloth, spine with raised bands, marbled endpapers. A few tiny abrasions to cloth, 
light edge and corner wear. Very good. In a half morocco slipcase and chemise.

From an edition limited to 108 copies (this is copy number 87) signed by Mary 
Austin and Ansel Adams, containing magnificent photographs by Ansel Adams.

Possibly the most famous of modern photographic works on the West, Taos Pueblo
was a collaboration between the young photographer, Ansel Adams, and one of 
the most evocative writers on the Southwest, Mary Austin.  An elegant design by 
the Grabhorn Press provides a counterpoint to Adams’ photographs of the adobe 
Pueblo.  The book distilled the romance and naturalism that many Americans 
found in the Indian pueblos of New Mexico, and defined the style that was to 
make Adams the most popular photographer of the American West.

“It was at Taos and Santa Fe that Ansel Adams first saw the Southwest.  The 
time was the spring of 1927....His visit resulted in a Grabhorn Press book now 
of legendary rarity.  It includes Ansel Adams’ photographs and Mary Austin’s 
essay on Taos Pueblo.  Genius has never been more happily wed.  Nowhere else 
did she write prose of such precise and poetical authority....Their Taos Pueblo is 
a true and beautiful book by two consummate artists” – Adams.

Produced in a small edition, the book is difficult to obtain today.  One of the 
greatest books produced by the Grabhorn Press and featuring beautiful photo-
graphs by Ansel Adams, it is a landmark of American photographic depiction of 
the Southwest.
GRABHORN BIBLIOGRAPHY 137. ROTH, THE BOOK OF 101 BOOKS 58. 
Ansel Adams, Photographs of the Southwest, 1970, p. xxv. REESE, BEST OF THE 
WEST 242.  $80,000.

Clicking on any item – text or image – will take you to our website
for easy ordering and to view any additional images.
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 An American History, Written by a Woman in the 18th Century

3. Adams, Hannah: A SUMMARY HISTORY OF NEW-ENGLAND, FROM 
THE FIRST SETTLEMENT AT PLYMOUTH, TO THE ACCEPTANCE 
OF THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION. COMPREHENDING A GENERAL 
SKETCH OF THE AMERICAN WAR. Dedham, Ma.: Printed for the Author, 
by H. Mann and J.H. Adams, 1799. 513,[3]pp. Contemporary calf, spine ruled 
in gilt, gilt morocco label, expertly rebacked with original backstrip laid down. 
Binding a bit rubbed. Contemporary bookplate of William Henry Smith on front 
pastedown. Light tanning, scattered light foxing. Foredge of leaf D4 reinforced. 
Very good overall.

Hannah Adams is considered probably the first professional female writer in the 
United States, and this is her most important book.  An autodidact with a thirst 
for knowledge and a need to bring money in for her family she set about writing, 
first producing a survey of various religions, and then the present history of New 
England.  “For her Summary History of New England (1799), Adams undertook 
serious primary research, delving into state archives and old newspapers, causing 
serious injury to her eyesight.  The material, which covers events from the sailing 
of the Mayflower through the adoption of the Federal Constitution, is presented 
in a clear, straightforward manner...” – American Women Writers.  A subscribers 
list at the rear includes the names of several New England women.
EVANS 35075. HOWES A50. SABIN 215. AMERICAN WOMEN WRITERS 
I, p.12.  $2250.
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 A Certificate of Admission to Austin’s Colony:
One of the Earliest Obtainable Texas Imprints

4. [Austin, Stephen F.]: EL CIUDADANO ESTEVAN F. AUSTIN, EMPRE-
SARIO, PARA INTRODUCIR EMIGRADOS ESTRANGEROS, EN LAS 
COLONIAS QUE LE TIENE, DESIGNADAS EL SUPREMO GOBIERNO 
DEL ESTADO DE COAHUILA Y TEXAS, POR LOS CONTRATOS CEL-
EBRADOS ENTRE EL DICHO GOBIERNO Y EL MISMO AUSTIN....
[San Felipe de Austin: Printed by G.B. Cotten, 1829]. Printed document, 6½ 
x 8¼ inches, completed in manuscript. Signed by Samuel M. Williams. Small 
tear along old fold, slightly affecting a few letters of printed text, else very good 
overall. In a half morocco and cloth box.

A rare imprint from the San Felipe de Austin press 
of Godwin Brown Cotten, and a variant printing 
of Streeter Texas 9.  This is effectively the earliest 
obtainable Texas imprint, since any earlier ones are 
only surmised or exist in a few copies in institu-
tions.  It is now extremely rare in the marketplace.  
A much inferior copy, with loss on the top margin, 
sold at Sotheby’s in the Texas Independence Col-
lection sale on June 18, 2004 for $30,000 including 
house premium.

 

“These grants were the foundation of the coloniza-
tion of Texas” – Streeter.  This document reflects 
one of the four essential steps in the colonization 
process, being the empresario’s certification stating 
that the immigrant (in this case a widow named 
Frances Manifee) had been admitted as a member of 
Austin’s colony.  The next step would be to present 
this certificate to the commissioner charged with 
issuing land titles in the Colony.  This document 
is signed in manuscript by Samuel M. Williams, a 
close associate of Stephen F. Austin.  Streeter re-
fers to a similar form in his collection dated June 
2, 1831, also signed by Samuel M. Williams.  “For 
thirteen years Williams was Austin’s lieutenant; he 
wrote deeds, kept records, and directed colonial 
activities during the empresario’s absences” – New 
Handbook of Texas.

 

This is apparently a variant printing of Streeter Texas 
9, most definitely a new type setting, as it exhibits 
more than ten slight textual differences from the 
earlier document.  The most notable difference is 

the addition of a “3” where the date appears on the printed form; previously the 
partially-printed date read “18” followed by blank space – in this iteration of the 
document the date reads “183” followed by space for completion of the date.  In 
Streeter Texas, Streeter refers to a similar form in his collection, most certainly 
the same printing as the present example: “An original certificate of admission 
in my collection, filled out by Samuel M. Williams for ‘Empresario Austin’ on 
June 2, 1831, is practically identical with the one entered here, except that the 
printed part of the date reads ‘183–’ instead of ‘18–.’”

A extraordinarily rare variant printing of a foundational Texas document.
STREETER TEXAS 9. NEW HANDBOOK OF TEXAS 6, p.988. EBERSTADT 
162:39.  $25,000.
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 Henry Camp’s Personal Account
of the Battle of Fort Wagner and Time in a Confederate Prison

5. [Camp, Henry Ward]: [Camp, Cornelia Elizabeth]: [CONTEMPORARY 
MANUSCRIPT COPY OF THE PRISONER OF WAR JOURNAL OF ADJU-
TANT HENRY W. CAMP, 10th CONNECTICUT INFANTRY, CAPTURED 
DURING THE LEGENDARY ASSAULT ON FORT WAGNER, JULY 19, 
1863, WITH MEMBERS OF THE 54th MASSACHUSETTS COLORED 
REGIMENT]. [Columbia and Charleston, S.C.; Hartford, Ct. November 23, 1863]. 
[22]pp. Approximately 12,000 words. Accompanied by typed transcription. Folio. 
Gathered folded sheets. Old folds, small separations starting along most folds, a 
few archival tape repairs to folds. Some light occasional foxing. Very good overall.

A dense and fascinating account of the Second Battle of Fort Wagner and sub-
sequent capture and imprisonment by Confederate forces by Adjutant Henry W. 
Camp, transcribed here at length in a letter, likely from his older sister.  The 
present letter transcribes a journal and a letter by Camp, in which he describes 
the fighting at Fort Wagner – immortalized by the heroism and sacrifice of the 
African-American troops of the 54th Massachusetts – and Camp’s subsequent 
capture and imprisonment by Confederates in Columbia, South Carolina.

This long account is written in the hand of a woman who signs herself only as 
“Nellie,” and is written to her cousin, “Kate.”  It seems quite likely that this 
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transcription and commentary was written by Henry Camp’s older sister Cornelia 
Elizabeth Camp (1836-1918).  A collection of Henry Ward Camp papers is held 
at Yale, but consists largely of correspondence by Camp’s friend, Henry Clay 
Trumbull, who is referenced throughout this account.  It does not appear that 
any other first-person narrative of Henry Camp’s account of the Battle of Fort 
Wagner and his imprisonment at Columbia exists otherwise, and this manuscript, 
in the hand of Camp’s sister, seems to be the only version of Camp’s journal and 
reminiscences available.  Henry Ward Camp was killed in battle in October 1864 
– this long account of his experiences was written by his sister to their cousin 
less than a year earlier.

In her preface to her cousin Kate, Nellie explains that she is transcribing Camp’s 
last letter and the journal he wrote as a P.O.W. in a Confederate prison in Colum-
bia, South Carolina.  The journal was delivered to her by Camp’s close friend and 
fellow soldier, Henry Clay Trumbull, chaplain of the 10th Connecticut Infantry, 
who was also imprisoned with Camp in Columbia.  Nellie’s hand is strong and 
clear, and her editorial voice is very crisp.  Camp’s narrative is particularly engag-
ing; he has an excellent eye for detail, setting, and mood, and has a wry comic 
tone he deploys for particularly dark moments, like his and Trumbull’s capture.

Nellie begins with a brief section directed at Kate, chastising her for not writing 
more regularly, “However as this isn’t going to be a letter, I won’t stop to scold 
now, but see if you don’t ‘catch it’ next time.  I have been intending, ever since 
hearing that you never received the newspaper which I sent last summer, giving an 
account of Henry’s capture, to send you a detailed history of the whole affair with 
some of his prison experience, & as the whole subject has been freshly brought 
before us by the unexpected arrival of Mr. Trumbull from Columbia Jail, bringing 
an indefinite amount of news & incidents together with a journal which Henry 
kept until his daily life grew so monotonous that there was positively nothing to 
write.  I feel just like sitting down & telling you all about it, & instead of giving 
it in my own words, I’m going to copy ever so much from his last letter & the 
journal.  It will be a great deal easier than if I should try to condense it, besides 
being twenty times as interesting.  I’ll let him do the telling now....”

Camp’s account of the battle begins with the letter Nellie transcribes, but there 
is more detail in the journal.  In the letter, Camp explains that early on July 18, 
“a messenger came to say that the 54th Mass. (colored) who were picketing on 
our right, were falling back and the enemy following close upon them.  This 
was serious news for being on the extreme left, with a swamp behind us, our 
communications with the supports in the rear were endangered.”  Just then, the 
enemy opened fire, attempting to separate the 10th Connecticut Infantry from 
their naval artillery support, the U.S.S. Pawnee, which was just opposite them 
in the river.  They started to march to come into line with the reserves, but the 
enemy had the same idea and started to converge on them.  They ran, and were 
able to unite with other forces, thanks to artillery support and the 54th Mas-
sachusetts: “Nearly all the killed & wounded were from the 54th Mass. & it was 
their determined resistance to the enemy’s advance that gave us time to retreat.”  
Camp then adds a curious statement: “There were stories of horrible barbarities 

by the Rebels to wounded Negroes, but Henry & I followed them up, examined 
the bodies ourselves, & found them totally without foundation in every case.  
Those who fell into their hands were treated on the contrary, were treated with 
greater kindness than would naturally have been expected.”

Nellie breaks in after this and explains, “This was the close of the last letter he 
wrote us before he was captured.  It was left unfinished in the trenches when 
he went to the front & was sent us by the Maj. of the Regiment.  Now comes 
the continuation of the history, written from jail some days afterwards....”  The 
first entry of Camp’s P.O.W. account is dated July 27, 1863.  Apparently he had 
written a brief letter a few days before, telling Nellie of his capture, “I have a 
mind now to go back & take up the thread where I dropped it a week ago last 
Thursday.... Prison is as remarkably devoid of incident as campaign life is full 
of it, & my record from Thursday to Sunday of week before last: if I can recall 
the details will cover more paper than six months of such days as have followed.  
More paper than I can afford unless I use it economically...(The paper was very 
small poor blue stuff & the envelopes made of wall paper.)  We paid 5 dollars.  
Stationery will be one of the last luxuries however we shall forgo, let money now 
short as it will.”

Resuming his account of the battle, he explains how his and other forces regrouped 
on Morris Island, with a bit of time to nap and eat before news of their pending 
attack on the fort started to spread through the ranks.  “Near at hand lay the 
ironclads, presenting to one who knew the power of the little black cheese boxes a 
formidable array of naval force.  A little further out floated the mortar schooners, 
hardly less to be dreaded at long range & beyond them the entire blockading 
squadron circling about the entrance to the harbor....The huge Ironsides was 
just approaching the shore to take position for opening fire, and every sand hill 
or elevated place of observation was crowded with spectators....Henry & I left 
things to attend to our baggage & hastened forward to a lookout where Gen. 
Stevenson & staff were examining the enemy’s position with their glasses.  Fort 
Wagner stood upon the beach, about 2 miles from us, a huge earth bank with the 
hostile flag floating over it.”

The ironsides intensified their bombardment of the fort: “Cloud after cloud of 
smoke rose in quick succession from the sides of different vessels, and in & amid 
the fort the columns of sand or water that shot up, and falling, filled the air with 
dust or spray, showed where each blow fell, long before the slow coming thunder 
of the report struck the ear.  There we stood & watched, not the least interesting 
sight being that of the throng of eager gazers.  Even ladies were there, fairly on 
the battle field, for we were within range of Wagner’s guns....”

For the moment, all they could do was wait.  They snacked on watermelon and 
coffee, and napped until 5p.m. when the “order to fall in & march down to the 
shore” was issued.  “There was little doubt as to the work before us & that little 
was speedily set at rest by word from the General himself.  We were to storm 
the fort!  Our hearts beat high & fast....To storm the fort.  That was a new & 
untried task.”  Camp goes on to explain how different, and how much more 
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dangerous, this was to be from their previous engagements.  Nevertheless, the 
feeling was “not of doubt or thinking, but of curiosity mingled with firm resolve 
to the untried struggle....”

The assembled troops started to march, with Camp and Trumbull further back 
in the ranks, to form the second wave.  “As we advanced, the bombardment grew 
hotter & hotter...” with shells coming from Fort Wagner as well as Fort Sumter 
across the harbor.  They took cover in trenches as the first wave attacked, and 
the shells hit closer and closer, “one bursting a few yards behind Henry & myself, 
sprinkled us with the earth which it threw up.”  At the same time, “the firing of 
the fleet was almost incessant, twenty or thirty discharges in a minute, kept up one 
uninterrupted peal of thunder, while each flash lighted up the vessel from whence 
it came....Heavy discharges of artillery followed in rapid succession flashing like 
heat lightning while the little hits of fire from the rifles made a sparkling prize 
along the dark parapet.  Ah!  How many were falling there moved down by whole 
companies as grape shot & bullets tore through their ranks.”

The shelling started to slow down, at which point Gen. Gilmore ordered the 
second wave to advance.  At this point, Trumbull was ordered to stay and help 
the surgeons set up the field hospital, and Camp marched ahead without him.  
They proceeded through more shelling, until a messenger appeared from the 
front, reporting “’Our forces were within the fort but needed support....Gladly 
we obeyed the summons, but the execution of the order had hardly commenced 
when it was countermanded & another of ill-boding significance substituted.”  
They were ordered to form a broad defensive line and stop any enemy soldiers 
coming through, though only wounded Union soldiers appeared.  “[B]y midnight 
there was very little doubt that the result had been unfavorable.”

Camp spent the rest of the night looking for Trumbull, whom he finally found.  
Wounded were everywhere on the field, and a temporary armistice had been 
agreed upon to allow both sides to remove the wounded and bury the dead.  
“Henry decided at once to go & do what he could for those who were still liv-
ing, lying unattended....I of course accompanied him.”  As they went along the 
beach, they came upon a group of Confederate soldiers and a captain asked if 
they were prisoners.  “’No sir, said I.  The armistice still holds I believe.  There 
is no armistice, replied he...We must now consider ourselves as prisoners until 
the case could be laid before the General commanding at the fort....I, failing to 
appreciate our danger, was confident that we should be immediately released & 
looked upon the affair as an amusing & interesting little episode of our campaign 
experiences.  Henry was wiser & less assured of its favorable issue.”

Trumbull and Camp were blindfolded and told they were being taken to Charleston, 
where their case would be decided.  They boarded a steamer, and “a number of 
captured Negroes of the 54th Mass. were upon the same vessel....”  They reached 
Charleston and were placed in a cell.  Aside from their frustrations, Camp notes 
that since their capture, they had otherwise been well-treated and that “we have 
been as safe as any of you at home could wish.  As far as the dangers of war are 
concerned.”  Before they set off for Columbia, Trumbull and some other men 
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were removed from the cells and detailed to the hospital.  Camp despaired of 
every seeing Trumbull again.  Later that week, Camp’s anxieties were assuaged: 
“Friday morning the door opened about 10 o’clock & he came in.  Ah!  What a 
meeting for us that was.”

Camp proceeds to provide extensive details on the conditions of their impris-
onment, including the size of the recreation yard, where they bathed and did 
laundry, the arrangement they made with a local African-American woman who 
bought food and cooked their meals (for a reasonable fee), the meals they shared 
with other prisoners, and the religious services Trumbull provided for the men 
in the prison.  Nellie breaks in once again, “Here he stops.  Aug. 10th.  Leaving 
Mr. Trumbull to carry on the record of their monotonous life, in a much fuller 
& longer journal which he brought home with him & gave us to read.  It was 
all written under much constraint & with great caution as it had to be inspected 
by the Capt. of the guard before he could bring it home with him & it contains 
of course only the brightest side of their experience.  Mr. Trumbull has told us 
so much more than either of them could write that we feel as though we knew 
exactly just how things have been situated in every respect.  He brought several 
pictures which Henry & he had drawn of their room, the prison yard, the town 
hall, & as much of the street as could be seen from the windows.  Their letters 
home have also been very guarded in all expressions of dissatisfaction, but Mr. T. 
brought his tongue with him, unfiltered & he has used it to the best advantage 
coming out to spend an hour or two with us nearly every day & telling us every 
possible thing.  We haven’t pitied them half enough.”

Perhaps the most moving part of Camp’s account is the love he and Trumbull 
clearly have for each other.  Once reunited in Columbia, Camp writes, “if Henry 
and I were only here together we could not only endure, but really enjoy life.  I 
would have given more for the order which should restore us to one another than 
for that which should restore me alone to freedom.”  Camp continues, “Imprison-
ment is not tedious with him for a companion.  I lean upon him as everywhere & 
he so much more than doubles my strength!  We read together, write together, 
whittle together, talk together, do everything together....Our life is so different 
from that of those around us.  The ennui, which oppresses them we know nothing 
of....What I owe & what all who love me owe on my account to Henry Trumbull 
is more than any of us can ever estimate or tell.”  Camp was finally released in 
April 1864, at which point, he returned to his regiment and was promoted to 
major in September.  A month later, he was killed in action at Darbytown Road 
outside of Richmond.  After his death, Trumbull wrote a heart-felt encomium 
to his dear friend, The Knightly Soldier: A Biography of Major Henry Ward Camp...
(1865).  Trumbull writes that he and Camp were “united in well-nigh perfect 
oneness,” and that their “relations...were of peculiar and rarest intimacy.”

Nellie adds a final note to Kate on the first page of her extensive letter: “Mr. 
Trumbull sent off a large box to Henry last week, containing food & clothing & 
conveniences enough for him to go to housekeeping with.  He will probably not 
receive it before Christmas, if it reaches him safely at all.  Do write to him, now 
he is in prison.  Letters are ten times more valuable than ever before....Letters 
must be only one page long & contain no reference to public affairs. They must 
be signed with the full name & directed in this way [addresses included]....A ten-
cent stamp must be enclosed for Confederate postage.  Put inside the letter & 
stuck by one corner.  Our own currency of course.”

Henry Ward Camp (1839-64) was born in Hartford, Connecticut, graduated 
Yale with high honors, and received a commission as 2nd lieutenant in the 10th 
Connecticut Volunteer Infantry on November 27, 1861.  He was promoted to 1st 
lieutenant the following January, and then regimental adjutant in August 1862.  
The attrition among the officers of the 10th Connecticut due to the constant 
campaigning in the war facilitated his promotion to major in September 1864, 
and he was killed in action a month later.  In addition to laments from his own 
regiment, Col. Harris Plaisted of the 11th Maine Infantry, wrote in his official 
report of the battle: “Major Camp was killed: he fell among the foremost of his 
comrades and within a few yards of the enemy’s line.  Our cause cannot boast of 
a nobler martyr than Henry W. Camp.  His name will be recorded with those 
of Ellsworth and Winthrop, youthful heroes who have given their lives for their 
country.”

Henry Clay Trumbull (1830-1903) was a Congregational minister and pioneer 
of the Sunday School Movement.  After the Civil War, he was very active in sev-
eral veterans organizations; he also served as the New England secretary for the 
American Sunday School Union and was later editor of the Sunday School Times.  
He was a prolific author and editor, a lecturer at Yale Divinity School, and a 
member of the American Philosophical Society.

A truly engaging account of a battle that has fascinated onlookers since the day 
it started.  Louisa May Alcott’s short story, “My Contraband” (1863), depicts 
the aftermath of the battle, with the protagonist, a Union Army nurse, tending 
to wounded and dying soldiers of the 54th Regiment.  More recently, the regi-
ment was depicted in the 1989 film, Glory.  Although it was a notable loss for 
the Union, the men of the 54th Massachusetts were hailed for their valor, which 
significantly improved the reputation of African Americans as soldiers, leading to 
greater Union recruitment.  Furthermore, it was the first time that Confederate 
forces recognized African-American troops as enemy combatants and not criminals.
 $4000.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM57111/henry-ward-camp-cornelia-elizabeth-camp/contemporary-manuscript-copy-of-the-prisoner-of-war-journal-of-adjutant-henry-w-camp-10th


 A Lovely Portrait of George Catlin’s Wife
 

6. [Catlin, George]: [Linen, George]: [OVAL PORTRAIT OF MRS. CLARA 
BARTLETT GREGORY CATLIN]. [New York. ca. 1840]. Oil on linen, mounted 
on masonite, 6 x 5 inches. Framed to 9½ x 9 inches. In very good condition.

 

A lovely portrait of George Catlin’s wife, Clara, painted by Scottish-born artist 
George Linen.  Born in Greenlaw, Scotland, George Linen came to America in 
1834 and established a painting career first in New York City.  He had studied 
painting at the Royal Scottish Academy in Edinburgh and worked as a portrait 
painter in England for about ten years before immigrating.  He opened a studio 
in New York City and became a successful painter of small-format portraits, 
exhibiting regularly between 1837 and 1843 at the Apollo Association and the 
National Academy of Design.  Nine of his portraits were praised in the New-York 
Spectator on May 18, 1837: “...exceedingly well colored and carefully finished; and 
if Mr. Linen is young in the profession, as we suppose he is, they give promise 
of very high rank for him hereafter.”  Two years later he received a silver medal 
from the National Academy of Design for his portrait of Henry Clay.  Although 
he is known primarily as a portrait painter, Linen also painted landscapes after 
retiring to a farm in New Jersey in 1868.

 

Clara Bartlett Gregory met and married George Catlin in her hometown of Al-
bany, New York in 1828, while he was there to paint Governor De Witt Clinton.  
Despite her frail health, she accompanied her husband on one of his five journeys 
west and supported his efforts to capture the likenesses of American Indians.  She 
and their youngest son died while visiting Paris in 1845, a loss that devastated 
Catlin.  $6000.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM45898/george-catlin-george-linen/oval-portrait-of-mrs-clara-bartlett-gregory-catlin
https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM45898/george-catlin-george-linen/oval-portrait-of-mrs-clara-bartlett-gregory-catlin


 Cookbook Printed for the Benefit
of the Pacific Northwest’s First School for Girls

7. [Cookbooks]: CHOICE RECEIPTS, SELECTED FROM THE BEST 
MANUSCRIPT AUTHORITIES,...PUBLISHED TOWARD THE EREC-
TION OF A GIRL’S SCHOOL AT WALLA WALLA. [Hartford: Press of 
Case, Lockwood & Brainard, 1873]. 68,[8]pp. 12mo. Original green cloth, ruled 
in blind, front board gilt. Light shelf wear, spine fraying at extremities. Interior 
clean with slight foxing and toning. Contemporary newspaper clipping attached 
to final text page with a pin. Very good.

An attractive little cookbook, printed as a fundraising effort for the construction 
of Saint Paul’s School for Girls in Washington Territory.  The school was founded 
by Episcopal missionary Rev. Lemuel H. Wells and continued operations until 
1968.  This is actually the second printing of this cookbook: the preface states 
that the “first edition of this little book, issued in 1872, for the benefit of Christ 
Church Fair [in Hartford], sold so rapidly, that the demand far exceeded the 
supply”, and so this revised edition with additional recipes was put forth.  The 
recipes in this book cover all manner of food and drink, including fish and meats, 
breakfast and tea cakes, cocktail recipes, and more.  A contemporary newspaper 
clipping with a recipe for a Smallpox cure is affixed to the final text page by a 
pin.  OCLC locates eleven copies.
BROWN, CULINARY AMERICANA 257. OCLC 6993805, 192110145.  $425.
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 With Poem Criticizing Ladies’ Fashion

8. [Daboll, Nathan]: THE NEW-ENGLAND ALMANACK, AND GENTLE-
MEN AND LADIES DIARY, FOR THE YEAR OF OUR LORD CHRIST, 
1787....By Edmund Freebetter, Philo. New-London: Printed and Sold by T. 
Green, [1786]. [24]pp. Small octavo.  Gathered signatures, stitched. Foredge 
of first two leaves frayed with small tears into the border, some touching text. 
Some margins trimmed very close, without loss of text. Faint dampstain to gutter, 
somewhat stronger towards the end. Overall good.

The 1787 edition of Connecticut mathematician and textbook author Nathan 
Daboll’s series of Freebetter almanacs.  While the verses of the first six months 
are fairly typical seasonal quatrains, July through December feature an ongoing 
poem against the excesses of contemporary fashion titled “Modern Dress. To the 
Ladies.”  The poem begins: “Since God, as we in holy writings find,/ has stamp’d 
his sacred image on mankind,/ Why do we strive to make that blessing less,/ By 
all the foolish frippery of dress?”  Aside from the calendar verses, this almanac 
contains several short bits of moral or humorous verse and prose, a table show-
ing the conversion rate of Spanish dollars over several years, and a somewhat 
extended table of distances.  The bottom of the final page also features a brief 
advertisement for Thomas C. Green’s bookshop and bindery.
DRAKE 404. EVANS 19595. ESTC W10410.  $300.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM57006/nathan-daboll/the-new-england-almanack-and-gentlemen-and-ladies-diary-for-the-year-of-our-lord-christ-1787-by
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 A Scandalous Biography of Queen Elizabeth, Printed in Rutland

9. [Elizabeth I]: [Vermont]: THE SECRET HISTORY OF ELIZABETH, 
QUEEN OF ENGLAND, AND THE EARL OF ESSEX. TO WHICH IS 
ADDED, AN ACCOUNT OF THE SUFFERINGS, TRIAL AND BEHEAD-
ING OF MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTLAND, BY QUEEN ELIZABETH. By 
a Person of Quality. Rutland, Vt. 1799. 80pp. 12mo. Contemporary half sheep 
and hand-decorated paper over birch boards. Moderate wear to edges and spine, 
front hinge starting. Mid-19th-century pencil ownership inscription on title-
page; 20th-century bookplate on front pastedown. Light dampstaining at lower 
gutter margin of initial leaves; moderate tanning, scattered foxing. Very good, 
in original condition.

A rare early American edition of this salacious and semi-fictional account of the 
private life of Queen Elizabeth I and her liaisons with Robert Devereux, Earl 
of Essex.  Their tempestuous relationship ultimately ended in Essex’s execution 
in 1601.  The work also includes a dramatic account of the execution of Mary, 
Queen of Scots.  This anonymous exposé “by a person of quality” was published 
numerous times in the British Isles, sometimes under a false imprint, beginning 
in 1680, and first published in France in 1678.  It is unclear why an edition was 
called for in rural Vermont at the end of the 18th century, but its popularity as 
a titillating entertainment is unquestionable.

An intriguing and extremely scarce late 18th-century Vermont imprint.  ESTC 
locates only two copies, at the American Antiquarian Society and Oxford; Mc-
Corison adds two more, at the Vermont Historical Society, and the present copy 
from the collection of Hall Park McCullough, in an attractive, rustic, and unso-
phisticated binding.
ESTC W27270. EVANS 36286. McCORISON 539.  $850.
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 Gifted by the Author’s Daughter
 

10. Foxcroft, Thomas: OBSERVATIONS HISTORICAL AND PRACTICAL 
ON THE RISE AND PRIMITIVE STATE OF NEW-ENGLAND. WITH 
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE OLD AND FIRST GATHER’D CHURCH 
IN BOSTON. Boston: Printed by S. Kneeland and T. Green, for S. Gerrish in 
Cornhill, 1730. [8],46pp. Half title. Antique-style half calf and marbled boards. 
Ex-Newberry Library, with their small ink stamp on the half title, titlepage, and 
several internal leaves. Half title and title-leaf restored along gutter, first leaf of 
dedication with an old repair, obscuring five full lines and fourteen half-lines of 
text. A good plus copy.

 

A nice association copy, bearing an inscription in a slightly later hand on the half 
title reading, “Lydia Abbot’s Book the gift of Mrs. Abigail Foxcroft,” and in the 
same hand (presumably Lydia Abbot’s): “Lydia Abbot her book.”  Abigail Foxcroft 
(d. 1803) was apparently the daughter of the author.

 

First and only edition of this “valuable tract, compiled from original sources” 
(Sabin).  Foxcroft, minister of the First Church of Boston, reviews the history of 
a century of Puritan New England, their religious mission, and the example the 
forefathers set for his own flock.  Called “very scarce” in the Brinley sale catalogue.
EVANS 3280. ESTC W28699. HOWES F309, “aa.” SABIN 25399. BRINLEY 
SALE 1588.  $1500.
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 Correspondence of the Wide-Ranging Hancock Family

11. [Hancock Family]: [ARCHIVE OF CORRESPONDENCE AND PHO-
TOGRAPHS TO AND FROM MULTIPLE GENERATIONS OF THE 
HANCOCK FAMILY OF VIRGINIA, ALABAMA, AND TEXAS]. [Mainly 
Virginia, Alabama, and Texas. 1857-1929]. Approximately thirty-two letters, some 
with original transmittal envelopes; twenty-three photographs and real photo post-
cards; and assorted family documents, calling cards, and greeting cards. Overall 
very good condition. Housed in a modern gray archival box.

A wide-ranging collection of correspondence, photographs, and documents cen-
tered on the Hancock family of Virginia, Alabama, and Texas in the second half 
of the 19th century, and first quarter of the 20th.  The Hancock family members 
involved in the correspondence or pictured in the photographs in this archive 
include Benjamin Palmer Hancock, Arthur B. Hancock, Thomas Benton Hancock, 
Jane A. Hancock, Jane C. Hancock, Richard J. Hancock, Claudia Hancock, and 
Harris Hancock.  Richard J. Hancock, Sr. was father to Richard J., Jr., Arthur B., 
and Harris Hancock, and uncle to Benjamin Palmer Hancock.  Jane C. Hancock was 

B.P. Hancock’s daughter.  Thom-
as Benton Hancock and Jane A. 
Hancock were married, and Clau-
dia Hancock was their daughter.  
The family, though spread out 
over vast distances, seems to have 
remained relatively in touch with 
one another.  The correspondents 
also often write from or receive 
letters from different cities, sug-
gesting they moved around a bit 
or traveled more widely than most 
families at the time.

 

Benjamin Palmer “B.P.” Han-
cock (1868-1943) lived in Dallas, 
Crockett, and Corpus Christi, 
Texas in the late 19th-century, 
and worked for both the Mexican 
National Railroad and the Texas 
Mexican Railway.  He later re-
turned to Texas, working as the 
Division Traffic Superintendent 
for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company in Dallas from 1913 
until his retirement in 1938.  He 
also maintained a family estate 
in Scotia, Alabama.  In one 1905 
letter, B.P. Hancock writes home 

to his wife Martha in Scotia, with detailed instructions for her imminent travel to 
meet him in New York City.  He also writes a very loving letter to his daughter, 
Jane C. Hancock in 1913, while she was living in Winslow, Arkansas.  He praises 
Jane for “the fine little girl – almost young lady – that you are today.”

Richard J. Hancock, Jr. (1873-1920) writes a long letter to B. Palmer Hancock 
on April 12, 1890.  Richard was apparently working for the Galveston, Harris-
burg & San Antonio Railway, as he writes his four-page letter on the company’s 
stationery, and mentions hearing about a couple of colleagues “surveying a new 
extension for S[an] A[ntonio] P[acific] road.”  Richard acknowledges that B.P. and 
their mother are going to Virginia to visit family, and encourages B.P. to “make 
a good impression on all of the Hancock family.”  He also offers B.P. a new suit 
and money to look good in front of the Virginia Hancocks.  Richard then reports 
on a recent trip “down to Rio Grande” where he “had lots of fun.”

Richard J. Hancock, Sr. (1838-1912) writes three letters to his nephew, B. Palmer 
Hancock in 1902, on “Ellerslie” stationery.  Ellerslie Plantation (later Ellerslie 
Farm), near Charlottesville, Virginia, came into the Hancock family after Richard 
married Thomasia Harris, whose family owned the estate.  Richard J. Hancock 

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM55851/hancock-family/archive-of-correspondence-and-photographs-to-and-from-multiple-generations-of-the-hancock-family
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served as a Confederate captain under Stonewall Jackson during the Civil War.  
His letters to Palmer are mostly concerned with family business matters, espe-
cially Palmer’s property in Alabama.  At one point, Richard consoles B.P. for his 
mother’s ill health, apparently from typhoid fever.  In his third letter, Richard 
mentions his growing aversion to the life of a farmer at Ellerslie, commenting 
that he would “quit farming and sell out but for my son Arthur....”  Richard had 
already largely turned away from farming to breeding thoroughbred racehorses 
at Ellerslie, and became quite famous and successful at the venture, winning the 
1884 Preakness Stakes with his horse, Knight of Ellerslie.  His son, Arthur Han-
cock, later established a breeding farm in Kentucky named Claiborne Farm, and 
became one of the most legendary horse breeders of the 20th century.

Thomas Benton Hancock (1834-1870) lived in Centreville, Alabama; 
a letter to him dated 1859 from a friend at the University of Virginia, 
implores Hancock to spend some time at the school.  A slightly earlier 
autograph note dated 1857 from a professor at Centenary College in 
Jackson, Louisiana grants Thomas Benton leave from the school: “Mr. 
Thos. B. Hancock has been a student at Centenary College La. and 
that he has been honorably dismissed at his own request.”  There is 
also present here an 1860 letter of recommendation from a different 
professor at Centenary College, praising T.B.’s “scholarship, prudence 
and gentlemanly deportment” and recommending him as a teacher.  T.B. 
Hancock died young, at the age of thirty-six in 1870, and is buried in 
Oakland, Mississippi.

 

Three letters from 1882 written to “Mrs. J.A. Hancock” in Corpus Christi, 
Texas are particularly interesting.  The recipient was most certainly 
Jane Alexander Hancock, widow of the late Thomas Benton Hancock.  
The three letters all concern stories submitted by J.A. Hancock to The 
Youth’s Companion, a long-running children’s literary periodical in Boston.  
One of these stories, titled, “Sorrel Top” is bought by the magazine 
in one of the present letters, and Mrs. Hancock is encouraged to send 
more stories.  “Sorrel Top” appeared in the magazine later in the year, 
as “Mrs. Marks’ ‘Sorrel Top’” in the October 19, 1882 issue.  All three 
letters are signed “Perry Mason & Co.,” the publishers of The Youth’s 
Companion.  Perry Mason founded the magazine in 1827, and served as 
its editor until his death; Erle Stanley Gardner was fond of The Youth’s 
Companion as a young reader, and borrowed the editor’s name for his 
protagonist when he began writing a series of stories and books centered 
on his now-famous attorney/detective.

 

The photographs in the present archive are a combination of cabinet 
card portraits and real photo postcards.  The identified portraits include 
three of B.P. Hancock (one as a younger man in Corpus Christi, another 
inscribed “Your Son BP Hancock Dallas Tex March 1886”); one of Har-
ris Hancock in Overton, Virginia from a Charlottesville studio; and a 
portrait of Mrs. J.A. Hancock inscribed “For BP Hancock age 52 years.”  
The real photo postcards feature a handful of shots from a family picnic 
and a large home (presumably belonging to the Hancock family).

 

The assorted additional material includes J.A. Hancock’s copy of a Presbyterian 
Church pamphlet; a 1902 trust document involving Richard Hancock, B. Palmer 
Hancock, Clavelia A. Hancock, Helen J. Hancock, and Thomasia O. Hancock 
(wife of Richard J. Hancock); and other assorted documents, cards, and invita-
tions.  There is also a handful of material relating to H.L. Carleton of Taylor 
and Austin, Texas.  Carleton was a noted pharmacist, and president of the Texas 
Pharmaceutical Association in the early 20th century.  The connection to the 
Hancock family is unknown, though Carleton may represent another side to the 
family of a Hancock descendant.

 

A wide-ranging slice of Hancock family history, and an archive with notable 
research and genealogical potential.  $2250.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM55851/hancock-family/archive-of-correspondence-and-photographs-to-and-from-multiple-generations-of-the-hancock-family
https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM55851/hancock-family/archive-of-correspondence-and-photographs-to-and-from-multiple-generations-of-the-hancock-family


 Hoover Responds to Harding

12. Hoover, Herbert: [TYPED LETTER, SIGNED, FROM HERBERT 
HOOVER TO WARREN G. HARDING, REGARDING AN APPLICATION 
FOR A POSITION IN THE FOOD ADMINISTRATION]. Washington. August 
18, 1917. [1]p. Quarto. Old fold lines. Two small chips at left edge. Very good.

Herbert Hoover as head of the Food Administration writes to Ohio Senator 
Warren G. Harding in response to a letter recommending Mrs. L.F. McFarland 
for a position.  Hoover writes: “At the present moment, it is impossible to say to 
what extent the Food Administration can avail itself of Mrs. McFarland’s services, 
but I can assure you that her application will receive every attention.”  Harding’s 
secretary has written a manuscript note at the end of the letter, “For Mrs. Mc-
Farland’s information,” and signed on behalf of the Senator.  A correspondence 
between two future presidents.  $600.

Clicking on any item – text or image – will take you to our website
for easy ordering and to view any additional images.
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 English and Canadian Missionaries in Late 19th-Century India

13. [India]: [Missionary Photographica]: [ANNOTATED VERNACULAR 
PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM FEATURING ENGLISH AND CANADIAN 
BAPTIST MISSIONARIES IN INDIA IN THE 1880s AND 1890s]. [Various 
locations in the Nilgiris District of India, including Ooty, Cocanada, Bangalore, 
Doddabetta, Kotagiri, Marlimund, and other sites in India, such as Allahabad and 
Calcutta. 1884-1894]. Ninety-eight original photographs, from approximately 3½ 
x 2½ inches to 8 x 10 inches. Oblong folio album. Contemporary black cloth over 

beveled boards, stamped in blind and gilt on 
front board. Spine perished, moderate wear to 
extremities, minor soiling. A couple of leaves 
detached, some chipping to thick cardstock album 
leaves, occasional foxing or spotting to album 
leaves. Minor wear and chipping to a handful 
of photographs and leaves, one leaf repaired 
with cello tape, but overall most photos in very 
good or better shape. Overall good condition.

 

An informative collection of annotated vernacular 
photographs documenting the missionary efforts 
of English and Canadian Baptists in India, also 
containing important images of various Indian 
officials and peoples in the late 19th century.

 

The album includes two group photographs of 
the Nilgiri Volunteer Rifles, part of the Brit-
ish Indian Army devoted to protecting British 
families in India; the “N.W.P. & OWDH Police” 
composed of both British and Indian subjects, 
many of whom are named here in the manuscript 
caption.  Also included is a group photograph 
of a Reverend Evans and his family posed with 
four Indian subjects in “Monghyr” (Munger); a 
group photograph of women from the Church 
of England Zenana Missionary Society, labeled 
the “C.E.Z.M.S.” in the caption, picturing twelve 
women in Bangalore around the mid-1880s (ten 
of whom are identified in the captions); and 
a a group of medical missionaries at Jubilee 
Hospital in 1888.  Other images are of the 
participants of the “Coimbatore Conference” 
in 1893; an assemblage of men, women, and 
children outside one of the Lawrence Military 
Asylums in June 1894; a group shot of four 
Badagas men at Ooty; a cyanotype of a group of 
Baptist missionaries in Calcutta in 1882; a party 
of four “C.M.S. Missionaries;” group shots of 

various missionary groups at picnics and in other settings.  The photographs also 
picture a Cinchona plantation in Doddabeta; an Irula Village called Mutherum 
Ullay; a missionary named “Miss Schuff” being carried in an open-air palanquin 
by four Indian subjects at Kotagiri; a view of the Bandy Shola plantation in Ooty; 
a “Cinchalese Aide-de-camp” in formal military attire; a scene along the Pykara 
River and another picturing a “chain bridge” across the river; and a shot of a 
cinchona farm in Naduvattam.  There are also a number of pictures featuring 
“Views near Naduvattam Nilgiris” and several unmarked photographs featuring 
unidentified rural locations and indigenous people in India.
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The album also includes numerous photographs of various buildings in India relat-
ing to the missionaries and indigenous Indian persons.  The structures pictured 
and identified in captions include a “Refreshment Room” in Conoor; a “Cinchona 
Villa;” a “Toda Mund” at Marlimund; the Sylks Hotel; the Baptist Mission House 
at Allahabad (a manuscript notation here reads, “Where I was born”); Union Hall 
in Ootacamund; the home of Mr. and Mrs. Denham in Mysore; two views of a 
bungalow near Avalanche Lake in Nilgiris; and more.

India was the focus for a group of Canadian Baptist missionaries beginning 
around 1874, when John McLaurin and his wife, Mary Bates McLaurin arrived in 

Cocanada.  They were followed shortly thereafter 
by G.F. Currie and his wife, who took charge of 
the English Sunday School.  The Timpany family, 
consisting of Reverend Americus Vespucius and 
Jane Bates Timpany, joined the McLaurins in 1879.  
The McLaurins, Curries, and Timpanys are all pres-
ent in the large group photograph commemorating 
the 1884 Canadian Baptist Missionary Conference 
in Coconada included in the present album.  The 
Reverend John Craig wrote extensively about the 
Canadian Baptist Mission Society’s work in India in 
his 1908 book, Forty Years Among the Telugus.

Several of the annotations in this album indicate that it was either compiled by 
and/or additionally annotated later by a member of the Hooper family.  There are 
several group photographs with various members of the Hooper family identified 
in the captions, some of which are written in blue ink and were likely added at 
a slightly later date.  The identified family members include Elsie Hooper, Da-
vid Hooper, Hannah Care Evans Hooper, Steve Hooper, Winnie Hooper, Ethel 
Hooper, Ernest Hooper, and Marjorie Hooper.

An interesting photographic record of English and Canadian colonialist mission-
ary activities in India in the last two decades of the 19th century.  $2750.
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 Ranelagh’s Granddaughters Lobby for their Inheritance

14. [Jones, Richard, Viscount and Earl of Ranelagh]: THE CASE OF THE 
LORD CONINGSBY’S TWO INFANT DAUGHTERS, WITH RESPECT 
TO THE BILL NOW PASSING THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF COM-
MONS, FOR SALE OF THE ESTATE OF THE LATE EARL OF RANELAGH 
AT CHELSEA AND CRANBORNE, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
AND BERKS [caption title]. [London? ca. 1713]. Broadsheet, 15 x 11 inches. [1]
p. Printed docket title on verso. Ornamental initial. Dbd. Early folds and early 
stab holes in left margin. Small portion of inner margin excised, with no loss to 
text. Mild foxing. Very good.

Richard Jones, 3rd Viscount and 1st Earl of Ranelagh (1641-1712), was an Anglo-
Irish aristocrat, Irish politician, and Member of Parliament in the English House 
of Commons (his peerage was Irish, which did not disqualify him) from 1685 to 
1703.  In 1702 discrepancies were discovered in his accounts as paymaster-general 
of the army; his resignation from that position was interpreted as an admission 
of guilt, and he was expelled from Parliament in 1703 and convicted of “defalca-
tions to the amount of 72,000l” (DNB).  The scandalous nature of Ranelagh’s 
life in both political and personal realms led the DNB to note: “Perhaps the only 
redeeming feature in Ranelagh’s character was the unaffected pleasure he took in 
building and gardening.”  He helped design and build the structures and gardens 
of an architecturally celebrated pair of estates in Chelsea and Cranborne Chase, 
near Windsor.  In the present leaflet, advocates of Ranelagh’s two granddaugh-
ters, Margaret and Frances Coningsby, petition Parliament to ensure that, if any 
property remain from Ranelagh’s estates after being sold to pay off his substan-
tial debts, it be given to them, as per his wish.  A scarce and early example of 
lobbying literature, which first began proliferating during the major changes in 
British government in the mid-1710s.  ESTC records copies at four locations in 
the United Kingdom and one in the United States, at the University of Kansas.
DNB X, pp.1042-4.  $850.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM39868/richard-jones-viscount-earl-of-ranelagh/the-case-of-the-lord-coningsbys-two-infant-daughters-with-respect-to-the-bill-now-passing-the
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 German Immigrants in Texas

15. Jordan, Gilbert J.: A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF ERNST AND 
LIZETTE JORDAN. [Dallas. 1931]. [6],32pp., including portrait frontispiece 
printed on verso of titlepage. Original printed wrappers, stapled. Minor toning and 
wear around the edges of the wrappers. Text lightly toned, but clean. Very good. 
Inscribed on the titlepage in blue ink: “Limited to 100 copies, Gilbert J. Jordan.”

A brief but informative account of one German immigrant couple’s life in frontier 
Texas, one of only 100 copies printed and “read by the writer at a family reunion 
held on the Llano River on August 5, 1931, to commemorate the seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the coming of Ernst Jordan and family to Upper Willow Creek 
(now Art, Mason County, Texas).”  The author, Gilbert J. Jordan was the pioneer 

couple’s grandson, and his narrative follows his grandparents from their arrival in 
Galveston in 1845, to Indianola to Fredericksburg to New Braunfels to the small 
community of Art, Texas in the hill country northwest of Austin.  The portrait 
frontispiece shows both Ernst and Lizette Jordan in middle age.  A bibliography 
at the end records Jordan’s sources in writing the larger narrative.  The present 
copy is inscribed by Gilbert Jordan to Fred White, Sr. on the inside front wrap-
per, with Jordan’s additional note reading: “One of 100 copies.”  OCLC locates 
fourteen copies, all but one of them in Texas institutions.  A scarce account of 
early Texas and its German immigrants.
OCLC 2631860.  $500.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM55550/gilbert-j-jordan/a-biographical-sketch-of-ernst-and-lizette-jordan
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 A False Boston Imprint During the Revolution:
Lafayette’s Farewell to His Wife

16. [Lafayette, Marquis de]: LE TRIOMPHE DU BEAU SEXE, OU ÉPITRE 
DE M. LE MQUIS DE LA FAYETTE A SON ÉPOUSE. DU CAMP DU 
GENERAL WAGINSTON [sic], EN QUARTIER D’HIVER A LANCASTER, 
LE 22 JANVIER 1778. Boston [i.e. Paris]: De l’Imprimerie du Congres, 1778. 
37,[9]pp. 19th-century half calf and green paper boards, corners tipped in vellum, 
spine richly gilt. Very clean internally. Near fine.

A rare and interesting poem, carrying a false Boston imprint, and supposedly 
penned by the Marquis de Lafayette while wintering with George Washington 
and the Continental Army in January 1778.  The poem, a sort of farewell from 
Lafayette to his wife, contains allegorical references to the struggle of the colonies 
for liberty, while the notes mention this struggle specifically.  Although the imprint 
is “Boston,” the piece was almost certainly printed in Paris, and the types and 
ornaments used seem distinctively French.  Other evidence leading us to believe 
that it was not printed in America: George Washington’s name is badly misspelled 
on the titlepage; he was quartered at Valley Forge, not at Lancaster, in January 
1778; and the title says it was printed in Boston, “by the press of the Continental 
Congress,” though the Congress was actually sitting at York, Pennsylvania (not far 
from Lancaster) at the time.  “In a pamphlet published in Paris, 1790, by Jean-
Baptiste Poupart de Beaubourg, entitled ‘Mes onze ducats d’Amsterdam,’ etc., 
etc., the author states that he is also the author of Lafayette’s touching adieux 
to his wife...” (letter from Louis Gottschalk to Lawrence C. Wroth, in the John 
Carter Brown Library’s bibliographical file, as quoted on OCLC).

The catalogue of the Roderick Terry sale in 1934 calls this “an excessively rare 
pamphlet.”  We are able to locate only six copies, at the New-York Historical 
Society, Yale, Cornell, Lafayette College, the John Carter Brown Library (which 
has the Terry copy, as well as an issue with forty-three pages), and the Library 
of Congress (located there by Echeverria & Wilkie).  Rare and quite interesting.
JACKSON, LAFAYETTE BIBLIOGRAPHY, p.201. SABIN 96990. ECHEVERRIA 
& WILKIE, 778/65. TERRY SALE (PART 2) 176. OCLC 34161985, 36140004.
 $10,000.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM38337/marquis-de-lafayette/le-triomphe-du-beau-sexe-ou-epitre-de-m-le-mquis-de-la-fayette-a-son-epouse-du-camp-du-general-waginston
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 The Swedish Nightingale Sings in Boston

17. [Lind, Jenny]: PROGRAMME OF MADEMOISELLE JENNY LIND’S 
GRAND CONCERT, FOR WEDNESDAY EV’G, JUNE 18, 1851. AT THE 
MELODEON. CONTAINING THE WORDS OF THE SONGS IN ENG-
LISH, GERMAN, ITALIAN & SWEDISH [wrapper title]. Philadelphia: King & 
Baird, 1851. [36]pp. Original printed wrappers, stitched as issued. Light chipping 
to fore edge and toning to the top and fore edges of front wrapper, even toning 
and offsetting to rear wrapper. Occasional light foxing, but interior quite clean 
overall. Newspaper clipping laid in. Very good.

A particularly well-preserved concert program for a performance by Jenny Lind, 
the world-famous Swedish opera singer, at the Melodeon Theater in Boston in 
June, 1851.  This was part of Lind’s American tour, accompanied by the Grand 
Orchestra conducted by Julius Benedict, along with tenor Lorenzo Salvi and baritone 
Giovanni Belletti, who all traveled with her from Europe and throughout the tour.  
Also accompanying Lind was the pianist Otto Goldschmidt, who married Lind 
in 1852.  As promised, the program features the lyrics in their original language 
with English translation, all in a wide variety of fonts with elaborate ornamental 
borders that change with each new composition.  In this way, the printers, King 
& Baird of Philadelphia, were able to showcase the variety and quality of their 
work as well.  Following the lyrics (pp.[28-32]) is a section entitled “Jenny Lind 
in America,” recounting Lind’s fame in Europe and her growing fame in America.  
This is followed by a two-page advertisement for Charles Rosenberg’s book, Jenny 
Lind’s Tour Through American and Cuba, scheduled to appear the same month.

Johanna Maria “Jenny” Lind (1820-87) was one of the most renowned opera singers 
in Europe, but was relatively unknown in America until P.T. Barnum convinced 
her to undertake an American tour.  Her primary motivation was to raise money 
for free schools in Sweden, though she also gave generous donations to groups in 
many of the cities in which she performed.  Barnum’s marketing was predictably 
brilliant, and she was a celebrity before she stepped off the ship in New York, at 
which a huge crowd had gathered to greet her.  Demand for tickets for several of 
her concerts was such that Barnum sold them by auction.  The American press 
coined the “Lind mania” to describe the excitement.  She gave ninety-three con-
certs under Barnum’s management before she could no longer endure Barnum’s 
relentless marketing, and the fact that a Philadelphia concert in early June 1851 
was scheduled to follow a horse show.  She invoked a contractual right to sever 
ties with him, and they parted amicably.  She continued the tour for nearly a year 
under her own management.  Lind and Goldschmidt were married in February 
1852, near the end of the tour.  They returned to Europe where they continued 
to perform.  In 1882, Lind was appointed one of the first professors of singing 
at the newly founded Royal College of Music in London.

Although there were several theaters called the Melodeon during this period, it 
seems likely that this concert was held at the Boston Melodeon.  The program 
notes that Goldschmidt’s performance was “His first appearance in Boston,” 
and the newspaper article laid in is an article about Lind from an unidentified 
Boston-area paper.

OCLC lists several programs for other concerts during Lind’s tour, but we were 
unable to find a listing for this particular date.  A nice copy of a scarce program 
for a 19th-century superstar.  $375.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM57192/jenny-lind
https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM57192/jenny-lind


 Course Listings and More
for a Short-Lived Los Angeles Women’s College

18. [Los Angeles College]: FOURTH ANNUAL CATALOGUE OF THE 
LOS ANGELES COLLEGE...A DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR 
YOUNG LADIES. 1889-90. Los Angeles: Herald Steam Print, 1889. 44pp., 
including illustrations. Original printed peach wrappers. Minor chipping to wrap-
pers, somewhat soiled. Half-moon dampstain at top corner throughout. Good plus.

A rare catalogue from the fourth year of an early and short-lived Los Angeles 
women’s college.  The work lists the Board of Trustees, faculty, the different de-
partments of the college, an academic calendar, a list of notable alumni, several 
pages listing the names of the student body, an “Outline of Study” for various 
concentrations at both the preparatory and college level, several pages touting 
the various features of the college, and more.  The last two sections provide more 
details for the college’s Conservatory of Music and the Department of Elocution 
and Oratory, respectively.  A handsome engraving of the college appears on the 
verso of the titlepage, along with a view of the college’s central courtyard later 
in the text.  According to the text, the college was established to “afford for our 
Southern Pacific Coast a course of instruction for young women equal to that of 
the leading colleges in the East.”  The organizers of the college intended it to 
be “non-sectarian, though pre-eminently Christian.”

Los Angeles College was founded in 1885 by early L.A.-area educator Rev. D.W. 
Hanna, and was also known as Hanna College.  At the time it was opened, Los 
Angeles College was the only institution of higher education in southern Cali-
fornia open exclusively to women.  The school building pictured in the present 
work was completed in 1887, and provided secondary and higher education to 
about 350 young women, many of whom came from the most exclusive families 
in southern California.  Though a popular school, Rev. Hanna lost interest after 
his own daughter died in 1892, and the school failed soon thereafter.

No copies of the present catalogue appear in OCLC.  In fact, the only catalogue 
of any kind for the college in OCLC is a single copy of the second year catalogue, 
at Claremont College.  $650.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM56898/los-angeles-college/fourth-annual-catalogue-of-the-los-angeles-college-a-day-and-boarding-school-for-young-ladies-1889
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 A Look at Nantucket at the Turn of the 20th Century

19. McIntosh, Burr, photographer: FIFTY VIEWS OF SIASCONSET (AC-
TORS’ COLONY) NANTUCKET. Boston: John F. Murphy, 1904. Title leaf 
followed by [45]pp. of illustrations from photographs, with printed captions. 
Oblong octavo. Original color-printed wrappers, string-tied and stapled. Wrapper 
lightly faded and stained. Titlepage a bit foxed with some dampstains around the 
edges, small closed tear to lower edge of final two leaves, interior otherwise very 
clean. Faint gift inscription on front wrapper. Very good.

A very scarce book reproducing photographs of the Actors’ Retreat on Siascon-
set, the easternmost point on Nantucket.  The photographs depict a number of 
famous stage and early film actors from the turn of the 20th century, their homes 

and cottages, and a number of buildings in the village.  Included is an images 
of feminist and suffragette Mary Shaw, throwing a medicine ball in front of her 
cottage.  Also included are a variety of indoor and outdoor scenes including a few 
intriguing glimpses of the group’s Japanese manservant, and some of the island’s 
other homes and attractions such as the Sancaty Lighthouse and the Siasconset 
Church.  OCLC locates only four copies, at the Nantucket Historical Association, 
Massachusetts Historical Society, Cape Libraries Automated Materials Sharing 
(i.e. CLAMS), and Columbia University.  A rare and interesting look at one of 
New England’s most famous summer destinations, its buildings, and its denizens.
OCLC 881447025  $500.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM57079/burr-mcintosh-photographer/fifty-views-of-siasconset-actors-colony-nantucket
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 Signed by William McKinley on the Birth of Princess Mary

20. McKinley, William: [DOCUMENT, SIGNED BY PRESIDENT WIL-
LIAM McKINLEY, AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE OFFICIAL SEAL 
OF THE UNITED STATES ON A LETTER TO QUEEN VICTORIA].
Washington. July 15, 1897. [1]p., plus docketing leaf. Quarto, on a folded folio 
sheet. Old folds, negligible soiling, else fine.

An order signed by President William McKinley, authorizing the Secretary of State 
“to cause the Seal of the United States to be affixed to the envelope containing 
my reply to the letter of the Queen of Great Britain announcing the birth of a 
Princess.”  Partially printed, the document is completed in typescript and signed 
by McKinley.  It is likely that the announcement was for Mary, Princess Royal 
and Countess of Harewood (1897-1965), Queen Victoria’s great-granddaughter 
and daughter of King George V.  $1000.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM43511/william-mckinley/document-signed-by-president-william-mckinley-authorizing-the-use-of-the-official-seal-of-the
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 A Letter from Future President Monroe
to One of the Great Physicians of Early America

 

21. Monroe, James: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM SECRE-
TARY OF STATE JAMES MONROE TO DR. BENJAMIN RUSH, SEEKING 
MEDICAL ADVICE FOR HIS DAUGHTER]. Washington. May 26, 1811. [1]
p. on a single folded folio sheet, with address panel on verso of second leaf. Old 
folds. Staining and old repair to upper gutter of second leaf, wax seal torn away 
(not affecting text), light tanning. Very good.

 

A brief but intriguing letter from future president James Monroe to Dr. Benjamin 
Rush, esteemed physician and signer of the Declaration, regarding a possible 
medical procedure for his daughter, Eliza Monroe Hay.  Monroe writes: “Dear Sir, 
Many years have elapsed since I had the pleasure to see you, tho’ I have always 
taken a great interest in your welfare & in your professional success & fame.  I 
am sorry that a case in which my daughter Mrs. Hay is interested, should be the 
particular motive to this communication.  I am inclined to apply to you, from the 
respect I have for your talents, and a belief that it will give you satisfaction, to 
be instrumental, to the restoration of her health.  As the case is partly a surgical 
one, I shall be glad that you will have the goodness, to show the statement also 
to Dr. [Philip Syng] Phisick and send me the result of your joint reflections on it.  
I enclose you 20. dolrs., 10. for each as an introductory fee.  With great respect 
& esteem I am sincerely your friend & servant Jas Monroe.”

 

James Monroe (1758-1831) served as ambassador to France in 1794-96, then as 
special envoy to negotiate the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, and later as Secretary 
of State for most of the Madison administration.  Monroe’s presidency (1817-25) 
has been characterized as the Era of Good Feeling, due in part to his balanced 
approach to appointments and political decisions.  Eliza Monroe Hay (1786-1840) 
spent much of her childhood in Paris, where she was well educated.  During her 
father’s presidency she often assumed the role of honorary First Lady, as her 
mother was frequently in poor health.

 

Benjamin Rush (1745-1813) was a true Renaissance man: Surgeon General of 
the Continental Army, active member of the Sons of Liberty and signer of the 
Declaration of Independence, civic leader in Philadelphia, professor of chemistry, 
medical theory, and clinical practice at the University of Pennsylvania, treasurer of 
the U.S. Mint, and founder of Dickinson College.  He oversaw medical outfitting 
for the Lewis & Clark expedition, and published one of the first descriptions and 
treatments for psychiatric disorders in American medicine.  Philip Syng Physick 
(1768-1837) set up his first practice in Philadelphia in 1792 with the help of Rush.  
He was elected the first professor of surgery at the University of Pennsylvania 
and was later chair of anatomy.  Physick focused on developing solutions through 
practical experience, and in the process became known as the “Father of American 
Surgery.”  The exact nature of Eliza Monroe’s Hay illness is unknown, but her 
father was certainly endeavoring to put her care in excellent hands.  $12,500.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM57077/james-monroe/autograph-letter-signed-from-secretary-of-state-james-monroe-to-dr-benjamin-rush-seeking-medical
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 A Signer of the Declaration from New York

22. Morris, Lewis: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM LEWIS 
MORRIS TO HIS SON, JACOB, CONGRATULATING HIM ON THE 
BIRTH OF HIS DAUGHTER]. Morrisania. August 23, 1788. [1]p. plus integral 
address leaf. Folio. Old fold lines. Light soiling and toning. Slight separation at 
some folds. About very good. In a blue half morocco and cloth clamshell case.

Affectionate letter written by Lewis Morris to his son, Jacob, congratulating him 
on the birth of a daughter.  Lewis Morris, the brother of Gouverneur Morris, was 
one of the few members of the landed gentry of the state of New York who sup-
ported the colonial cause.  He served in the Continental Congress, was a signer of 
the Declaration of Independence, and served in both the New York State Militia 
and its Senate.  His son, Jacob, though educated for a mercantile career, was 
moved by the patriotic fervor of the times and served as aide to generals Charles 
Lee and Nathanael Greene; he served with distinction at Fort Moultrie.  After 
the war he served in the New York legislature; the town of Morris, New York, 
which he settled, is named for him.  Lewis Morris writes:

“My dear Son,  I most sincerely congratulate you on Polly’s safe delivery of as fine 
a girl as ever you saw, it looks like your Mother, the finest feature in her face is 
her nose, which is very large; Polly was delivered on the 21st instant, a little after 
four o’clock in the afternoon, by old Mother Sickels, and she had a very fine time 
of it, and the old woman went away well pleased after tea with her fee.  She is 
now very well, and has her nurse with her who seems a good creature, so that we 
expect in a short time she will be down again and making her boys winter cloaks, 
which she was very busy about just before she lay in.  Your boys and girls are all 
very well.  Yesterday by the packet I had a long letter from your brother James, 
who was then at Spaw in Germany and by a vessel from London, your good uncle 
Staats before he went to Spaw, sent me four pr. of most excellent shoes, and two 
pr. of boots, one a strong pr the other for day.  I find this letter flying; a day or 
two ago I saw Mr. Upton at New York and he says in a short time he will go up 
then I will write you a long letter.  Give our love to Billy tell him his cattle thrive 
very well.  By Mr. Upton I will write you both and give you all the politick going.”

The letter is sent care of Charles Webster, printer at Albany who, in partnership 
with Solomon Balantine, established the second newspaper printed in that city.
 $4000.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM42448/lewis-morris/autograph-letter-signed-from-lewis-morris-to-his-son-jacob-congratulating-him-on-the-birth-of-his
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 Nantucket at the End of the 19th Century

23. [Nantucket Photographica]: NANTUCKET SCENES TAKEN ON 
WEDDING TRIP OF ARTHUR & BESSIE BURT SEPT. 1895 [manuscript 
title]. [Various locations in Nantucket, Rockport, and other locations in Mas-
sachusetts. 1895]. Thirty-six albumen photographs, from 2½ x 4½ inches to 4½ 
x 6 inches, with black ink manuscript annotations below the photographs Small 
square octavo. Contemporary brown pebbled cloth. Minor wear to covers, cloth 
along joints cracked, tied with modern string (string broken at upper binding 
hole). Photographs clean and sharp. Overall very good. In a tan cloth clamshell 
box, gilt leather labels.

An excellent and early annotated vernacular photograph album capturing the vitality 
of the island of Nantucket at the end of the 19th century.  The photographs were 
taken by, and the album assembled by, Arthur & Bessie Burt, a young married 
couple spending their honeymoon on the island in September 1895; one of the 

images shows Bessie sitting on the beach on the north side of Nantucket.  These 
sharp and informative photographs capture Nantucket landmarks such as the 
Springfield House Hotel, Brant Point, and Coffyn (or Coffin) House, the oldest 
house on Nantucket, built in 1686.  The images also include various bird’s-eye 
views of Nantucket from all four directions of the compass; views of Nantucket 
Harbor; numerous street views on Main Street, Cliff Road, Union Street, and oth-
ers; the Post Office at Broadway and Sconset; the Sankoty and other lighthouses; 
and early homes.  There are also a few similar views of Rockport on Thacher 
Island, Wrentham, Readville, and Hyde Park, Massachusetts, as well as Newport, 
New Hampshire.  The latter few images show members of the Burt family and 
a scene of lettuce beds on their farm in Wrentham.  A captivating collection of 
New England photographs documenting Nantucket and other coastal towns in 
late Victorian America.  $1500.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM56297/nantucket-photographica/nantucket-scenes-taken-on-wedding-trip-of-arthur-bessie-burt-sept-1895-manuscript-title
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 Beautiful Handcolored Engraving Celebrating the Treaty of Ghent

24. Plantou, Julia: Chataigner, engraver: PEACE OF GHENT 1814 AND 
TRIUMPH OF AMERICA [caption title]. Philadelphia: P. Price Jr., [ca. 1817]. 
Engraving with contemporary hand coloring and printed caption, 13 x 16½ inches. 
Minor chipping around the edges and in lower left corner, one small closed tear 
to margins, not touching text or image. Very faint dampstain to lower right cor-
ner. Very good.

A large allegorical engraving cele-
brating the end of the War of 1812.  
The caption explains that “Minerva 
represents the wisdom of the United 
States” and “dictates the conditions of 
peace” as Hercules forces Britannia to 
accept the treaty.  In the background, 
an obelisk features the names of major 
American military figures of the war, 
including Jackson, Harrison, Decatur, 
and Porter.  An inset below the engrav-
ing reads “Under the Presidence of 
Madison Monroë Secretary of State,” 
surrounded by the names of the first 
twenty states (through Mississippi).

 

The original painting from which this 
print was modelled was created by 
Julia Plantou, a French painter who 
emigrated to America in 1816.  Her 
work was exhibited in Washington, 
D.C. in 1817, and prints were made 
as she and her husband toured with 
the painting to other cities across the 
country.  The engraving is attributed 
to a rather mysterious Philadelphia 
engraver known only as “Chataigner.”  
Some suggest this may refer to the 

French engraver Alexis Chataigner, though that artist’s death in Paris in 1817 
makes the identification somewhat uncertain.

This print is rare, with OCLC recording only the copy at the Library of Congress, 
and Rare Book Hub noting only two copies sold at auction since 1912.  We also 
locate a copy at the Yale University Art Gallery.  A beautiful and vibrantly colored 
tribute to America’s perseverance and victory in what has been called the “Second 
War for American Independence.”
OCLC 167815670.  $4750.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM57183/julia-chataigner-plantou-engraver/peace-of-ghent-1814-and-triumph-of-america-caption-title
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 Calling on Washington from Beyond the Grave
 

25. Post, Isaac: VOICES FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD, BEING COM-
MUNICATIONS FROM MANY SPIRITS. By the Hand of Isaac Post, 
Medium. Rochester, N.Y.: Charles H. McDonell, Printer, 1852. 256pp. Original 
printed wrappers. Some wear to wrappers. Occasional trace of foxing, late minor 
dampstain. Still, about fine.

 

A superior copy of a scarce work.  Converted to spiritualism in 1848 by teenaged 
Kate and Margaret Fox, the author and his wife were early believers and did a 
good deal to further the movement.  Spirits contacted here include Swedenborg, 
Calhoun, Washington, Penn, Voltaire, and Jefferson, with an introduction by 
Franklin.  Post was a noted abolitionist and his wife was a supporter of women’s 
rights; their circle of friends included William Lloyd Garrison, Susan B. Anthony, 
and Frederick Douglass.  “[Post] had a mind quick and vigorous in the percep-
tion and acceptance of new ideas and ready to acknowledge them regardless of 
consequences” – DAB.  $600.

Clicking on any item – text or image – will take you to our website
for easy ordering and to view any additional images.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM10989/isaac-post/voices-from-the-spirit-world-being-communications-from-many-spirits-by-the-hand-of-isaac-post
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 Diary of Two Brave and Brazen Women
Travelling Through the American Southwest in the Early 1920s

26. [Ross, Margaret, and Lois Miller]: [MANUSCRIPT TRAVEL DIARY OF 
TWO YOUNG WOMEN HITCHHIKING ACROSS THE UNITED STATES 
IN FALL, 1921, PRIMARILY IN THE SOUTHWEST, WITH ACCOUNTS 
OF THEIR ADVENTURES WITH GAMBLERS, RUN-INS WITH THE 
LAW, AND OTHER CHALLENGES OF LIFE ON THE ROAD]. [Various 
places, as described below. [1921-1922]. [2],30,[144]pp., the first 30pp. printed, 
the final [144]pp. blank ruled. Approximately 10,000 words. 12mo. Original 
burgundy cloth boards with gilt stamping on front board. Wear and rubbing to 
boards, spine partially perished, binding shaken and hinges cracked, one leaf 
detached (but present), occasional tidelines to outside edges of textblock, even 
tanning and a few spots of light soiling. Good plus. In a recent cloth clamshell 
box with printed paper label.

An engrossing narrative of Margaret Ross’ and Lois Miller’s adventures travel-
ling across the country, beginning in the fall of 1921.  Written by both women 
(often with narrative asides to the other when one takes over the narration), they 
provide a rollicking account of their adventures, meeting strange and possibly 
dangerous folks along the way, and sometimes finding themselves at the edge of 
hunger and homelessness, but clearly enjoying themselves nevertheless.  They 
use every available space in the diary for their account, beginning with a brief 
recap of previous stages of their travels (which they claim to have written about 
elsewhere), including a trip to Florida and Havana, Cuba, where they remained 
for a month.  This particular trip begins in Memphis in mid-November: “There 
one stormy night [we] board a train for Little Rock, Ark., California bound...” 
to meet up with Margaret’s mother.  After about two weeks in Little Rock, on 
Tuesday, “Nov. 29, we left Little Rock, Ark. for Dallas, Texas.  Goodness the 
sensation we caused at the depot.  Every Arkansaw [sic] hick turned out to see 
us.  We were rigged up to kill in our army equipment that our ‘Unkie Stewart’ 
bought for us.  The old jigger certainly was sorry to see us leave!  We surely felt 
conspicuous.  Got in Dallas at eight-thirty Wednesday morning.”

From Dallas they travel almost entirely by car, via found rides and hitchhiking, 
for the remainder of their trip.  They are surprisingly bold, thanks no doubt to 
their extensive experience traveling together.  Even so, their fearlessness (border-
ing on recklessness at times) is surprising considering the time period.  There 
are numerous instances demonstrating their defiance as well as their sometimes 
flippant attitudes to those around them.  Not far out of Dallas, in Mineral Wells, 
Texas, they find themselves interviewed by a newspaper reporter: “We gave her 
a nice line of crap and we left there about ten o’clock.”  It’s also in Mineral 
Wells where they catch a ride with two self-professed professional gamblers: 
“Two Gun Jimmy Coleman” and “32 Caliber Curly Mayfield,” with whom they 
spend a good deal of time on this trip.  Headed to El Paso, they only get as far 
as Breckenridge, Texas, the first night, where they all stayed in a rooming house 
called “The Walnut.”  The men took them out on the town for dinner, and then 
roller skating.  Margaret is quite taken with Breckenridge: “The place was full of 

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM56972/margaret-ross-lois-miller/manuscript-travel-diary-of-two-young-women-hitchhiking-across-the-united-states-in-fall-1921
https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM56972/margaret-ross-lois-miller/manuscript-travel-diary-of-two-young-women-hitchhiking-across-the-united-states-in-fall-1921


real cowboys – big hats – guns – and everything.  
I’ve seen plenty of sights but this town takes the 
brown derby and spats.”

After driving through windstorms, a few collisions, 
and being stopped for speeding, they finally reach 
El Paso, where things take a bad turn, and the 
men are arrested and have their car confiscated 
by the police.  Lois explains: “After lunch Marg 
and I sat in the car while Curly and Jimmy talked 
to a friend of theirs.  In a little while they came 
and we all went over to this friends’ room to get 
washed up.  Curly went out to get some razor 
blades and we were all talking when a knock came 
at the door.  They opened it and a detective (Ed 
Smith) walked into the room.  He questioned us 
very closely and decided I guess we were all right 
but took Jimmy and the other fellow and got Curly 
outside.  Well we were in a hell of a mess.  We 
didn’t know which way to turn.  We finally decided 
to take their grip and sit down in the car and wait 
for them.  It was cold and we sat for three long 
hours until we almost froze.  A Ford drove up and 
a man got out and took the number off of the car 
we were in....We asked him what the trouble was 
but all he said was that he thought we had better 
not wait as the boys would not be back soon.”

They stayed the night at a hotel, and the men 
were released the next day – “Marg and I feel like 
a couple of desperadoes.”  But, they didn’t have 
the car back and they were all out of money: “The 
only money we have in the world at the present 
writing is one lonely two-bit piece.  Jimmy said he was going to hock his grip that 
we have also his clothes if something doesn’t turn up soon.  They are still holding 
Jimmy’s car and he doesn’t expect to get it until they hear from the Nash factory.  
Poor kid – I feel sorry for him.  In the last 30 days he has lost $10,000 worth 
of diamonds won in Breckenridge playing poker and a Hudson Super Six worth 
$1,000 worth of ‘good drunken licker.’  And now the Nash is gone – but he may 
get it back.  What a graft the law is.  They stand back until you get something 
and then step up and take it away from you.”

Eventually, lingering in El Paso starts to lose its shine and the hotel manager refuses 
to extend them further credit.  They send a telegram to Margaret’s mother, who 
wires them $19.50; after they settle their hotel bill, they have $6 left for the rest 
of their trip.  They catch a short ride to Rincon, New Mexico, and then meet up 

with a “mighty nice couple Miss Opal Woodyard 
and Mr. Al Sears.”  Their first stop is Las Cruces, 
“the most interesting place we’ve made so far,” 
where Sears takes them to see the Amador Hotel, 
where they meet Martín Amador’s daughter, “Mrs. 
Campbell” (Corina Francesca) who gives them an 
extensive tour of the hotel and her home.  The 
women are most impressed.  From there they head 
towards the Organ Mountains briefly, where Sears 
manages a mine.  They tour the mine as well as a 
ranch nearby which is not named, but Margaret 
writes that it was “the largest ranch in the U.S. at 
this time.”  From there, they took a train Deming, 
New Mexico, and then found a lucky ride all the 
way to Florence, Arizona, and then the rest of the 
way to Los Angeles.

 

They arrived in Los Angeles on December 19.  
“Mother Ross was at Eunice’s to greet us.  She 
rushed us madly into the bath tub.”  They found 
an apartment in Venice, and lamented the end 
of their trip.  There are no further entries until 
Margaret resumes the diary on October 4, 1922, 
documenting the beginning of a car trip to take her, 
her mother, and a man named Harvey Davis back 
east to Memphis.  The diary ends while they’re 
stopped in El Paso, and Margaret reminisces about 
her and Lois’ visit there the previous year.

 

The diary itself is a repurposed World War I-era 
soldier’s diary, with “WAR RECORD / WARREN 
T. KING” stamped in gilt on the front board, 
which they probably acquired in Little Rock.  The 

first thirty pages consist of printed text giving basic information about the army, 
how to march in formation, salute, etc., along with weights and measurements, a 
currency converter, etc.  There is no content from Warren King.

We could not find much about the lives of Margaret and Lois beyond this diary.  
Margaret Ross may have been the daughter of John A. Ross, an accountant who 
relocated to Clarksdale, Mississippi from Indianapolis around 1919.  There are 
several advertisements for his firm (Clinton-Ross) in newspapers in Clarksdale and 
Vicksburg; as well, his 1910 census entry from Indianapolis identifies his daughter 
as Margaret F., born in 1898.  As for Lois Miller, we found nothing conclusive.

A thoroughly enjoyable adventure from two of the more brazen women of the 
1920s.  $3750.
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 A Presentation Copy of Charlie Russell’s Second Book

27. Russell, Charles M.: PEN SKETCHES. Great Falls, Mt. [1899]. Thirteen 
leaves of letterpress text (including publisher’s imprint leaf) plus twelve plates. 
Oblong folio. Original black limp suede, stamped in gilt. Minor rubbing. Some 
leaves with tiny gouge. A very good, clean copy.

A presentation copy of the specially-bound suede issue of Russell’s second portfolio 
of his work, inscribed by Russell’s wife, Nancy Cooper Russell, to her half-sister, 
Ella Allen, in 1903.  Nancy Russell was instrumental in Charles Russell’s success 
and is often credited with being the backbone of his business.  This copy is what 
Yost and Renner identify as the second issue of the second edition, and one of 
a presumably low number of copies bound in suede, with the letterpress pages 
on watermarked Strathmore paper.  Perhaps these specially-bound copies were 
intended for distribution by Russell and his family.

One of the Cowboy Artist’s best-known works, the first to follow Studies of Western 
Life, and an important Russell rarity.
HOWES R529. YOST & RENNER 6.  $4500.

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM54236/charles-m-russell/pen-sketches
https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM54236/charles-m-russell/pen-sketches
https://www.williamreesecompany.com/pages/books/WRCAM54236/charles-m-russell/pen-sketches


 Hooking Up in the South Seas
 

28. [Scott-Waring, John]: AN EPISTLE FROM OBEREA, QUEEN OF 
OTAHEITE, TO JOSEPH BANKS, ESQ. TRANSLATED BY T.Q.Z. ESQ. 
PROFESSOR OF THE OTAHEITE LANGUAGE IN DUBLIN, AND OF 
ALL THE LANGUAGES OF THE UNDISCOVERED ISLANDS IN THE 
SOUTH SEA; AN ENRICHED WITH HISTORICAL AND EXPLANATORY 
NOTES. London: Printed for John Almon, 1774. 15pp. Quarto. Modern three-
quarter straight-grained gilt morocco and cloth, gilt, spine richly gilt. Near fine.

 

“The third edition” of this popular lyrical satire at the expense of the eminent 
British naturalist, Sir Joseph Banks.  Written in imitation of Ovid, the poem 
pokes fun at Banks and his purportedly amorous shore leave on Tahiti (Banks 
had a considerable reputation as a ladies’ man).  The poem masquerades as an 
affectionate letter from Queen Oberea of Tahiti, who recollects her encounters 
with Banks.  In the text, which incorporates notes from Hawkesworth’s account 
of Cook’s first voyage, Banks is cast as Ulysses and the Queen as Calypso.  The 
true author of the work has been identified as Major John Scott-Waring of the 
East India Company.  The first edition of this poem was published in 1773 and a 
second letter from the Tahitian Queen appeared in 1774.  An early bit of Cook-
inspired satire, and quite funny indeed.
BEDDIE 3915. KROEPELIEN 1166. O’REILLY & REITMAN 9791. HOLMES 
11 (1st ed).  $2000.
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 Farming and Family in South Dakota

29. [South Dakota Photographica]: [Huffman Family]: [ANNOTATED 
VERNACULAR PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM FEATURING A FARMING 
FAMILY IN SOUTH DAKOTA, WITH PICTURES OF IDENTIFIED 
NATIVE AMERICANS]. [Various locations in South Dakota, including Pierre, 
and Oahe. 1918-1928]. 230 photographs mounted on album leaves, captioned in 
white or red ink throughout. Images range from 2½ x 2 inches to 3½ x 5 inches. 
Oblong octavo. Contemporary black leatherette photograph album, string-tied. 
Minor edge wear. Several leaves detached, some photographs wholly or partially 
removed, most in nice condition. Overall good condition.

An interesting annotated vernacular photograph album featuring a South Dakota 
family in the first quarter of the 20th century.  Members of the family are variously 

identified as Anna, Beulah, and Dwight Huffman, aided 
by a few pages of typed family notes that accompany the 
album.  The album was kept by an unidentified member 
of the Huffman family, who refers to herself in the first 
person in a few photographs, including a group shot of 
school girls, captioned “Domestic Science Class when I 
was a ‘Frosh.’”  Comparisons of photographs indicate 
the author of the captions is probably Anna Huffman.

 

Most of the photographs feature people from multiple 
generations of the Huffman family in South Dakota, 
including Grandma Benjamin.  These men, women, and 
children pose in front of houses and on farms on the South 
Dakota prairie and at various spots in the capital city of 
Pierre.  The family members are captured in a variety of 
activities common to rural life: feeding livestock, killing 
and cleaning chickens, gardening, stacking hay, camping, 
cutting their own hair, extracting a cow from a muddy 
lake, tilling farmland with early motorized tractors, and 
fishing in Lake Oahe.

 

Two photographs feature Robert Benjamin Huffman – one 
of him while at Illinois State Normal University (now 
Illinois State) and one showing him in his World War I 
uniform.  According to the family notes accompanying 
the album, Robert was killed in France on October 1, 
1918.  Several more lighthearted photographs in the al-
bum show women laughing and clowning for the camera; 
one photograph shows a female family member dressed 
as “the Hawaiian in the school parade.”

 

Particularly interesting are the three photographs featuring 
Native Americans, two of them identifying the subjects.  
The first of these features Mr. and Mrs. Spotted Bear in 

Oahe, South Dakora.  The second shows Mr. and Mrs. Spotted Bear standing with 
Mr. and Mrs. Tall White Man.  The third photograph captures a large group of 
Native Americans sitting in a wide circle, with the caption reading “An Indian 
Conference Pierre, So. Dak.”

Other landmarks captured here include “The old school house,” the “M.E. 
Church at Pierre, So. Dak.,” the “Old Missouri” River, the Red Wing Seminary, 
the “Sorensen Home Oahe So Dak.,” and the South Dakota State Capitol.  As 
with other family albums, there are also numerous vacation shots, with various 
family members in New York, Virginia, and Illinois; at some point, Beulah and 
Anna drove from South Dakota to New York for vacation.

An interesting collection of annotated vernacular family photographs from the 
rural American West.  $650.
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 Extremely Rare: A Remarkable Collection of Narratives

30. [Wales, William, and John Roberts, publishers]: THE SOUTH-WESTERN 
MONTHLY, A JOURNAL DEVOTED TO LITERATURE AND SCIENCE, 
EDUCATION, THE MECHANIC ARTS AND AGRICULTURE. VOLUME I 
[– II]. Nashville. 1852. Two volumes. viii,374 [i.e. 376]; vii,376pp., plus thirty-one 
plates. Later three-quarter black morocco and cloth, spines gilt. Corners lightly 

worn. Ownership inscription on verso of each frontis-
piece, bookplate on rear pastedowns. First volume with 
ink stamp on pastedown and titlepage. Lightly foxed. 
Some light wear and soiling. Very good.

 

A very rare complete set of this interesting and impor-
tant Tennessee periodical, containing all twelve articles 
entitled “Early History of the Southwest,” which con-
stitute the main interest of the magazine for modern 
readers.  After the magazine ceased publication with 
the December 1852 issue, the editors followed their 
intention stated in their last editorial and gathered all 
of the narratives into a book issued in January 1853 
entitled Indian Battles, Murders, Seiges [sic] and Forays in 
the South-West.  “...This was a collection of narratives 
by various authors.  These had appeared separately as 
articles in the South Western Monthly Magazine, printed 
in Nashville during the years 1851-52.  The magazines 
are considered frontier periodicals of extreme rarity – 
the 1853 book...is all but unobtainable.  Apparently, 
few copies of the book were printed, judging from the 
very few times one finds records of its sale...” – Allen.  
The actual first appearances in print of all of the items 
in the book are the periodical versions.

 

Articles include “Sketch of the Captivity of Col. Jo-
seph Brown,” “The Indian Massacres in the Vicinity of 
Bosley’s Spring...,” “Indian Murders around Nashville 
– Narrative of John Davis, Esq.,” “Scalping of Thomas 
Everett and his two sisters, near Buchanan’s Fort...,” 
“Indian Battles and Murders – Narrative of General 
Hall,” “Perils attending emigration from Virginia to 
the West...burning of Sigler’s Fort. Narrative of John 
Carr,” “The levy of men sent out from North Caro-
lina...narrative of Mr. Samuel Blair,” “Narrative of John 
Rains,” “Massacre at Cavet’s Station.”  Virtually all 
of the narratives describe Indian fights in Tennessee 

between the 1780s and the War of 1812.

An important rarity of Indian warfare on the Old Southwest frontier.  This set has 
a remarkably large number of plates; other sets we know of have far fewer.  All 
seem to be remainders from New York publications used as illustrations without 
regard to text.
HOWES W30 (ref). ALLEN RARITIES 47. ALLEN IMPRINTS 3160.
 $7500.
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 George Washington Writes from Mount Vernon
about Mules and Female Sexuality

 

31. Washington, George: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM 
GEORGE WASHINGTON TO RICHARD SPRIGG, REGARDING A 
DONKEY]. Mount Vernon. June 29, 1786. [1]p. plus integral address leaf. 
Quarto on a folded folio sheet. Old fold lines. Silked on verso. Loss to address 
leaf, resulting in loss of addressee’s name. Two words effaced from main text. 
Lightly tanned. Very good.

 

An interesting letter written by George Washington during his brief period of 
retirement at Mount Vernon, before his election to the presidency, revealing a 
slightly racy side to his character.  He writes to Richard Sprigg, a Maryland poli-
tician and lawyer, discussing a “she ass” sent by Sprigg to Mount Vernon, from 
context, presumably for breeding purposes.  Washington writes:

 

“Dear Sir,  When your favor of the first inst., accompanying the she ass, came 
to this place, I was from home – both however arrived safe; but Doct. Bowie in-
forms me that the bitch puppy was not brought to his house.  Nor have I heard 
any thing more of the asses at Marlbro’, nor of the grass seeds committed to the 
care of Mr. Digges.  I feel myself obliged by your polite offer of the first fruit of 
your jenny.  Though in appearance quite unequal to the match, yet, like a true 
female, she was not to be terrified at the disproportional size of her paramour; 
and having renewed the conflict twice or thrice it is to be hoped the issue will 
be favourable.  My best respects attend [Mrs. Sprigg] & the rest of your family.  
With great esteem & regard, I am Dr. Sir Yr. most ob. serv.  Go. Washington.”

 

This missive is recorded by the Washington Papers, though with the date in er-
ror by one day, having been transcribed and recorded from a George D. Smith 
catalogue, where it appeared in the early years of the 20th century (Smith died 
in 1920).  Since then, the address leaf and Mrs. Sprigg’s name have been effaced 
from the document.  A rather racy bit of agricultural correspondence by Wash-
ington.  $35,000.
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 The Emily Skeel-William Safire Copy
of Webster’s Letters to a Young gentLeman

32. Webster, Noah: LETTERS TO A YOUNG GENTLEMAN COMMENC-
ING THE EDUCATION: TO WHICH IS SUBJOINED A BRIEF HISTORY 
OF THE UNITED STATES. New Haven: S. Converse, Printer, Sold by Howe 
& Spalding, 1823. 335pp. Contemporary calf, expertly rebacked in matching style, 
spine ruled in gilt, gilt morocco label. Leather bookplate of noted grammarian 
William Safire and the Green Knoll bookplate of Roswell and Emily E.F. Skeel 
on front pastedown. Contemporary ink ownership inscription on titlepage. Text 
tanned, minor foxing throughout. Good.

The Skeel-Safire copy of the first edition of this unusual Webster publication.  In 
a series of nine letters to an unknown and likely universal correspondent, Webster 
discusses the usual array of issues surrounding grammar and parts of speech, as 
well as virtue and other moral ideals, and also comments on the English language 
dictionaries of his day, such as those compiled by Johnson, Sheridan, and Kenrick.  
Following the letters is a “Summary History of the discovery and settlement of 
America from the time of English settlement 
through the American Revolution, “adapted 
to the use of families and schools – and forms 
a convenient Manuel [sic] for travellers and 
seamen.”  In subsequent years, Webster’s 
American history would be expanded and 
reissued, but this is its first appearance.

A esoteric Webster item, with notable et-
ymology-related provenance, having been 
owned by both Emily Ellsworth Ford Skeel, 
Webster’s granddaughter and bibliographer, 
and William Safire, the preeminent popular 
American language and grammar expert of 
the late 20th century.  Skeel compiled A 
Bibliography of the Writings of Noah Webster 
and published the work in 1958; books from 
her library are scarce.  Safire was an author, 
journalist, and speechwriter who wrote the 
long-running column “On Language” for 
the New York Times.

An interesting work by the foundational 
American language expert, owned by his 
granddaughter who was also one of his bib-
liographers, and then the most notable pub-
lic expert on language in late 20th-century 
America.
SKEEL 533. SABIN 102365.          $2250.
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