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Elections & Enfranchisement
An Important New York Revolutionary Broadside
1. [American Revolution]: [New York]: TO ALL TRUE WHIGS, AND PARTICULARLY TO SUCH AS ARE INDEPENDENT ELECTORS OF THE
CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK...[caption title]. New York. September
28, 1775. Broadside, approximately 9 x 8 inches. Marginal chips and tears, adhesive
residue on blank verso. Light tanning. Good. In a half morocco box.
An extremely rare revolutionary-era New York broadside, promulgated by the
Friends to Liberty in September 1775, encouraging electors to reject sitting
pro-British Aldermen and Council members in the upcoming election in favor
of candidates that supported independence. The short text reads:
“Gentlemen, The Conduct of several of the Magistrates of this City, having for a
considerable Time been so notoriously inimical and unfriendly to the Liberties of
this Country, and diametrically opposite to the Sentiments of a number of their
Constituents; who, therefore, without any private Pique, or party Resentment,
but purely to promote and serve the general Cause, have agreed to choose the
undermentioned Gentlemen as Guardians of their City Liberties for the ensuing
Year; they having shown a hearty Disposition to serve their oppressed and bleeding
Country; and are therefore recommended to all true Friends of American Liberty....”
The broadside goes on to name fourteen men, one candidate for Alderman and
Common Council in each of the seven wards of New York City, and to call for a
meeting of the Friends to Liberty at the Liberty Pole to take place at 8 o’clock
the next morning.
A fascinating, highly ephemeral, and rare piece of early Revolutionary history
in New York. ESTC locates only one copy of this broadside, at the Library of
Congress.
ESTC W6713. EVANS 14485.
$19,500.

A New York-Based Plan to Disrupt
President Madison’s Plans for the 1812 Election
2. Armstrong, John: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM JOHN
ARMSTRONG TO GEN. JOHN SMITH, OUTLINING THE POLITICAL MACHINATIONS FOR THE 1812 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION].
Red Hook, N.Y. April 6, 1812. [2]pp. plus integral address leaf. Folio. Old folds.
Small loss to address leaf from wax seal, not affecting text. Minor soiling. Very
good plus. In a green half cloth clamshell case, gilt paper label.
John Armstrong writes to Gen. John Smith, detailing a New York-based plan to
disrupt President Madison’s plans for the 1812 election and get DeWitt Clinton
elected vice president. Armstrong was a Madison supporter, and his letter relates
with some pleasure the details of this unsuccessful plot.
John Armstrong, Jr. (1758-1843) served as aide-de-camp to Gen. Hugh Mercer
and Gen. Horatio Gates during the American Revolution. Encouraged by other
members of Gates’ staff, he anonymously penned the controversial “Newburgh
Addresses,” calling for Congress to address the Army’s grievances, particularly
a lack of pay. This was widely interpreted as an affront to Gen. Washington’s
authority, and though Washington understood Armstrong’s motives and forgave
him, a stigma nonetheless haunted the rest of Armstrong’s career, hampering his
later efforts to run for office. He served as Minister to France from 1804 to
1810, again involving himself in controversial pamphleteering. Though he was
snubbed by the Madison government upon his return to the U.S., he supported
war with Britain and thus supported the government; as a reward for his support
he was appointed Secretary of War in 1813. Although Armstrong succeeded in
organizing and administrating, his tendency toward micromanagement put him
into direct conflict with his commanders in the field. By 1814 relations were
strained not only with military commanders, but with the President and Secretary
of State as well. When Washington, D.C. was burned by the British, the city’s
inhabitants blamed Armstrong for lax defense and called for his replacement;
instead, he resigned in disgust, which some took as a tacit admission of guilt.
In this letter Armstrong relates news he received second-hand regarding the activities of Thomas Sammons, a U.S. Congressman from New York. Sammons was
sent to Albany to conjure support for DeWitt Clinton’s run for the presidency,
but the legislature was dismissed before he arrived. The nomination, it seems,
was intended to scare Madison into taking Clinton as his vice president (George
Clinton, DeWitt Clinton’s uncle, served as Madison’s vice president during his
first term, before dying in office in 1813). Madison was apparently not frightened enough, as he ran with Elbridge Gerry as his vice presidential nominee for
his second term.
Armstrong writes:
“It is probable that you are acquainted with the mission of [Thomas] Sammons
from Washington to Albany; if you are not, you may be amused with the following anecdote. The plenipo has a brother who lives at Rhinebeck Flatts, with

whom he stopped for the night. Soon after his arrival, the Albany stage arrived
& brought the news of the prorogation of the legislature ‘till May next. This
intelligence threw the old man so entirely of[f] his guard that he swore it was
done not so much to repeal the bank, as to defeat the object of his mission, and
then proceeded to details as follows. Viz: that he had been sent to Albany with
a proposition from the mal-contents at Washington to the legislature of the state,
the object of which was, to obtain for Mr. C. [i.e. DeWitt Clinton] a nomination
as president; that they had hopes that Maryland & Pennsylvania would give him
their support also that to secure the latter, Mr. Gregg must be named as V.P. &
that the federalists would unite in this arrangement.
“When the brother ventured to raise some objections to this plan and the Col.
had a little cooled, he went on to explain the secret which lay at the bottom of
all this: ‘We do not expect to carry him as President, but as V.P. Madison will
be frightened at the competition & will engage his friends to do it away by taking D.W. as successor to his uncle. We waited on the latter to know whether
he would serve, and having got his answer, I set out to put the Albany people in
motion according to previous agreement.’ These facts the brother has communicated to such as he thought he could safely confide them & from one of these
I received them. By the bye, this plan exactly comports with that you suggest as
going on at Washington. I have seen no one directly from Albany, but M. Rudd
of Poughkeepsie who left that a week ago says, that had Sammons arrived before
the prorogation, his mission would have failed & that the present legislature would
not have made a counter-nomination. The prorogation will make another scism
[sic] in our party here. You have seen the pro & the con on that subject. The
mass of the party will I think be with the Governor [i.e. Daniel D. Tompkins].”
Armstrong, who was pro-war, closes with a remark on the impending war with
Britain: “We have just heard that you are about to send another minister to England; if so, the clouds must be scattering and your war business will require no
great effort to manage it.”
$1500.

Dramatically Showing Union Gains in 1863
3. [Civil War]: THE PROGRESS OF THE UNION ARMIES. WHAT THE
REBELS CLAIMED IN 1861. WHAT THEY HOLD IN 1863. [New York.
August 1863]. Broadside, 25 x 19¼ inches, with a woodcut map taking up much
of the upper half. Mild soiling, some creasing, minor edge chipping, a few short
closed marginal tears, a few small holes at top margin. Modern tape reinforcements on verso. Good.
A rare broadside produced as propaganda during the 1863 New York state elections, which followed on the heels of the New York City Draft Riots. The most
prominent feature is the large persuasive map of the United States, with the “socalled Confederate States,” and showing the Confederate holdings as of August,
1863. These lands include the light gray cross-hatched area, indicating the regions
occupied by the Union (including the newly-admitted state of West Virginia).
These are described as “the States and Territories claimed by Jeff. Davis, and
over which for a considerable period his Rebel arms were triumphant, but which
have been wrested from him by our heroic soldiers.” The territory still under
Confederate control is shaded in black, but optimistically described as “not yet
repossessed by Union forces.” Ultimately, the large map shows that “more than
two-thirds of the rich domain of Treason has been recovered.” The broadside
was produced to allay the fears of voters by showing them how overwhelming the
Union victories had been thus far in the war, along with countering Copperhead
attacks on the war effort.
In the text just below the map, the criticisms of New York Governor Horatio
Seymour, including a speech he delivered at a Democratic meeting in which he
“threatened the administration with rebellion in the North” indicate that this
broadside was likely produced by the Union Party in an effort to get out the vote.
The last line of the broadside reads: “Voters of New York, the good work must
go on! While our brave soldiers, of your own blood and kindred, are fighting
in the field for the Union, let your votes be recorded in the same glorious cause
at home!”
Two tables near the bottom emphasize the point of the map, outlining the population of the Confederate and border states and territories in 1861, contrasted by
how much land had been recovered by the Union, as compared to what remained
in the hands of the rebels. The tables show that of the 1,222,385 square miles
possessed by the Confederacy in 1861, 909,275 of that had been reclaimed by
the Union.
An exceedingly rare broadside, with only two copies in OCLC, at the Boston
Athenaeum and the British Library.
OCLC 686682233, 750991320.
$3000.

Martinsburg, W.V. [1865]. Partially printed broadside, 8½ x 8 inches,
completed in manuscript. Old folds, some creasing, 5¢ revenue stamp
affixed to upper left corner. Very good.
A rare loyalty oath printed for citizens of Martinsburg, West Virginia,
a Virginia-West Virginia border town, at the conclusion of the Civil
War. In fact, the oath is signed by John Johnson and attested to by a
clerk, J. Canby, on April 27, 1865, just a little over two weeks after the
Confederate surrender at Appomattox Court House. This particular
oath was designed to provide voting privileges only to those people
loyal to the state of West Virginia. The Legislature was fearful that
voting would be corrupted by the “return of West Virginia Rebels to
their former homes, with feelings inimical to the new State and its
laws...” – Parker.
West Virginia had only achieved statehood less than two years earlier,
on June 20, 1863. Unionist influences decided to form a new state
from parts of northwestern Virginia after the Wheeling Conventions
in 1861. As a result, West Virginia became the only state formed by
separating a portion of a Confederate state and forming a new Union
state during the course of the Civil War. As such, West Virginia became
an important border state during the War, given its close proximity to
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and the Union arsenal at Harper’s
Ferry. And though the state was formed by Unionists, several secessionist counties were included in the new state, including Berkeley
County, which supplied the Confederacy with five companies but only
two to the Union. Martinsburg itself changed hands several times
during the War, falling mostly under Union control after Gettysburg.
Loyalty oaths such as this must have served as an important tool to
bring secessionist tendencies to an end after the War’s conclusion.
The broadside reads, in part:

Oath Not to Bear Arms Against the U.S.
at the End of the Civil War
4. [Civil War]: [West Virginia]: [Reconstruction]: VOTERS OATH. TOWN
OF MARTINSBURG, BERKELEY COUNTY...I DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR
THAT I HAVE NEVER VOLUNTARILY BORNE ARMS AGAINST THE
UNITED STATES, THE RE-ORGANIZED GOVERNMENT OF VIRGINIA,
OR THE STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA...[caption title and beginning of text].

“I do solemnly swear that...I have never voluntarily given aid, comfort
or assistance to persons engaged in armed hostility against the United
States, the re-organized government of Virginia, or the State of West
Virginia; that I have not at any time sought, accepted, exercised or
attempted to exercise any office or appointment whatever, under any
authority or pretended authority, hostile or inimical to the United States, the
re-organized government of Virginia, or the State of West Virginia...I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of
West Virginia: and that I take this oath freely without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion.”
Possibly unique, with no other copies in OCLC or auction records.
Granville Parker, The Formation of the State of West Virginia... (Wellsburg, W.V.:
Glass & Son, 1875), p.253.
$1500.

Electing the Confederate President in Virginia
5. [Confederate Imprint]: Davis, Jefferson: ELECTION, WEDNESDAY,
NOVEMBER 6th, 1861, FOR PRESIDENT, JEFFERSON DAVIS, OF MISSISSIPPI. FOR VICE-PRESIDENT, ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS, OF
GEORGIA.... [N.p., likely Richmond. 1861]. Broadside, 6¼ x 4 inches. Light
edge wear and minor spotting. Very good.
A scarce Confederate election ticket for the state of Virginia. The handbill
announces the candidacy of Jefferson Davis for president of the Confederate
States, and Alexander Stephens for his vice president. It also announces John
R. Edmunds of Halifax and A.T. Caperton of Monroe as electors for the state at
large, and includes a list of sixteen additional electors for the various districts,
along with the name of Roger A. Pryor for the Confederate Congress. Davis and
Stephens won the election, as did Pryor, who served only three months in the first
regular session of the Confederate House of Representatives before joining the
3rd Virginia Infantry as a colonel. This ticket is very likely a cast ballot, with a
small validation pinhole in the center, the Congressional candidate overwritten
in ink (casting a vote for William T. Joyner), and with a signature on the verso,
a regular practice at the time to curb ballot stuffing, and usually indicating a cast
ballot (though they are typically signed in ink). Parrish & Willingham locate
only twelve examples of this scarce item. Not in Crandall.
PARRISH & WILLINGHAM 6038. JENKINS 100:253.
$1250.

Jefferson Davis for President, Times Four
6. [Confederate States of America]: [Virginia]: [UNCUT SHEET OF FOUR
EARLY CONFEDERATE ELECTORAL TICKETS FOR THE STATE OF
VIRGINIA]. [N.p., likely Richmond. late 1861]. Broadside, matted to 7 x 11
inches, framed to 12 x 15 inches overall. Small marginal adhesive stain at top and
bottom center, some wrinkling, small chip to lower right corner, contemporary
ink signature in bottom margin. Very good. Matted and framed.
An intriguing and exceedingly rare relic from the early days of the Confederacy
– an uncut sheet of four Confederate electoral tickets for the Nov. 6, 1861 election for president and vice president of the Confederacy, along with the electors,

Confederate Congress, and the state convention for the state of Virginia. Each
ticket lists Jefferson Davis for president, Alexander Stephens for vice president,
two at-large state electors, sixteen district electors, John Brown Baldwin for the
Confederate Congress, and John H. Hendren for the state convention. Davis,
Stephens, Baldwin, and Hendren were each elected to his post, presumably along
with most or all of the state electors listed on the tickets.
Parrish & Willingham records two 1861 Virginia Confederate electoral tickets,
but both are smaller than the present example, the text of which begins: “Electoral
Ticket. Freedom and Independence. Election Day, Wednesday, Nov’er 6th. For
President, Jefferson Davis, of Mississippi.....” Rare, especially as an uncut sheet
of four. OCLC lists no physical copies of even a single ticket.
$3000.

Bleeding Kansas
7. [Election of 1856]: [ILLUSTRATED BROADSIDE ADVERTISING A
MEETING OF JAMES BUCHANAN SUPPORTERS IN CONNECTICUT
TO HEAR ANTI-FREMONT SPEECHES CONCERNING BLEEDING
KANSAS]. Suffield, Ct. September 27, 1856. Broadside, 17 x 10½ inches, visible
area. Matted and framed. Light dampstaining at top edge, light foxing. Very good.
An attractive broadside advertisement that promotes a meeting of James Buchanan
supporters, the “Keystone Club,” in Suffield, Connecticut on Sept. 27, 1856. The
poster promises a number of speeches against the candidate of the newly-formed
Republican Party, John C. Fremont, that assert the complicity of his supporters
in the violence roiling Kansas. The key (and virulent) disagreement between the
Democratic party, for whom Buchanan was the nominee, and the Republicans was
over the Kansas-Nebraska Act and the issue of popular sovereignty, which would
allow the residents of new states to vote on the existence of slavery within their
borders. This broadside accuses anti-slavery and pro-Fremont partisans in Kansas
of fomenting violence there for political gain. The text reads in full:
“Messrs. A.G. Howard, C.W. Philleo, and others, will address the Keystone Club
at the Town Hall in Suffield, on Saturday Eve’g, Sept. 27, 1856. We make the
charge, that the troubles in Kansas are encouraged and kept alive by the supporters of Freemont [sic], in the hope of gaining political capital. And we can
prove the charge!”
The text is headed by an American eagle gripping arrows and olive branch, in
the style of the Great Seal. OCLC records only two copies of this interesting
broadside, at the Connecticut Historical Society and Connecticut State Library.
$2500.

Comparing a Presidential Candidate to Benedict Arnold:
You Thought Things Were Ugly Now!
8. [Election of 1868]: BENEDICT ARNOLD & HORATIO SEYMOUR!
THEIR IDENTITY OF VIEWS. WHO IS TO BE THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES? FROM THE New York Times OF SEPTEMBER
19, 1864 [caption title]. Brooklyn: D.S. Holmes, [1868]. Broadside, 13 x 10 inches.
Some small tears, chipping and loss at top and right edges. Minor foxing. Very good.
Broadside printed for the U.S. Presidential Campaign of 1868, which pitted former
New York governor Horatio Seymour against Gen. Ulysses S. Grant. This broadside points out Seymour’s Copperhead tendencies and statements made by him in
1864, linking him to similar sentiments made by the notorious traitor, Benedict
Arnold. Seymour’s Copperhead utterances during the war haunted his campaign,
and he lost decisively to Grant. The text printed here strives to demonstrate:
“...the points made by Horatio Seymour against the Administration in 1864 [are]
identical, point by point, with those made by Benedict Arnold against Washington
and the Continental Congress in 1780....The Copperhead chiefs of these times,
who draw so lavishly upon the sophistries and fallacies of 1780 for the furtherance
of their factious designs, cannot too well understand that the sequel to all this is
endless disgrace. They must not expect to fight the Government with weapons
of the Tories and of the blue-light Federalists, without sharing the same fate.”
$750.

All the Candidates in 1932
9. [Election of 1932]: SIX PARTY TICKETS THIS IS AN EXACT COPY OF
THE OFFICIAL BALLOT (AS FAR AS CONTENTS ARE CONCERNED)
THAT YOU WILL BE HANDED AT THE POLLING PLACE.... St. Louis:
The Public, Inc., [1932]. Broadside, 35 x 10¾ inches. Sheet toned, two-inch closed
tear in left edge (no loss of paper or text). Neat repairs on verso in six places
with archival tissue. Good.
A remarkable artifact of the 1932 elections in the United States, specifically in
Missouri. The 1932 election was a watershed moment in American political history, as the public – increasingly impoverished by the worsening Depression – went
to the polls to offer a referendum on the policies of the Hoover administration.
Along with challenger (and victor) Franklin Roosevelt, a number of other parties – especially from the far left of the political spectrum – offered candidates.
This is a large sample ballot for Missouri voters prepared by The Public, Inc. of
St. Louis, self-described as “a non-political voters army demanding governmental
economy and lower taxes.” Despite their claim to being “non-political,” the text
instructs voters to study the ballot (which accompanied a pamphlet entitled Record
and Promises of the Candidates – not present here) and “in the quiet of your home
or the office, mark your ballot for less taxes and more governmental economy.
Carried to the polls with you, the sample ballot will aid you in properly marking
the official ballot.” The ballot lists the names of the candidates for president
and vice president from six parties: Republican (Hoover-Curtis); Democratic
(Roosevelt-Garner); Socialist (Thomas-Maurer); Socialist-Labor (Reynolds-Aiken);
Prohibition (Upshaw-Regan); and Communist (Foster-Ford), as well as the names
of fifteen electors for each ticket. Interestingly, the Farmer-Labor (Coxey-Reiter)
and Liberty (Harvey-Hemenway) parties are not listed on the ballot, likely because
they did not qualify for the ballot in Missouri. The long sample ballot also lists
the names of candidates from all (or several) of the six parties for a variety of
other federal and state positions, including United States Senate and House, as
well as Missouri Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Secretary
of State, and a number of other local offices.
No copies are listed in OCLC – either of this sample ballot or of the pamphlet
it was meant to accompany. Clearly, a rare survival.
$375.

Using Poll Taxes to Disenfranchise Voters
in Reconstruction Georgia
10. Farrow, Henry P.: [Georgia Reconstruction]: THE INJUSTICE OF
POLL TAXES [caption title]. [Atlanta. ca. 1867]. Broadside, 15¾ x 10 inches.
Text printed in three columns. Old folds. Minor foxing and creasing. Small tears
in upper left and lower left corners, far from the text. Very good.
An eloquent appeal against the disenfranchising poll tax, by a southern champion
of Reconstruction. Henry Pattillo Farrow issued this appeal on behalf of the poor
of all races in Georgia, at a critical moment in the history of Reconstruction and
the future of voting rights in the state, while the Reconstruction Constitutional
Convention was meeting. Georgia led the way in making the poll tax a bulwark
against fundamental change in race relations in the South. Despite the opposition presented in this broadside, the poll tax was retained in the final draft of
the Georgia Reconstruction constitution adopted in 1868, and was carried over
in the 1877 revision.
After serving in the Confederate Army, Farrow was a Georgia state attorney general
and a federal district attorney who strove to cooperate with northern efforts at
Reconstruction, and ensure the state’s compliance with the Sherman Reconstruction
Bill. Here he argues for removal of a provision in the proposed Reconstruction
constitution for the state of Georgia which permitted the imposition of a poll
tax for “educational purposes.” In part, Farrow’s statement on the poll tax reads:
“There is, in the humble judgment of the writer, no species of taxation ever
assessed by any government more violative of the principles of the science of
political economy and of common sense than taxation of that kind. A poll, or per
capita tax, is not upon property; is not upon a profession, a trade, or a business;
but it is a tax on man’s inalienable rights – ‘life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.’ All who are in the enjoyment of those inestimable and inalienable rights
ought aid in supporting the Government which protects those rights. There is
no disputing that self-evident, axiomatic proposion [sic]. Yet, can a man be so
poor, so destitute, as to live without yielding some return in the way of tax to the
Government which protects him? Can you point to a single citizen of Georgia,
white or black, who pays no tax? You can not do it.”
Scarce, with only seven institutional copies recorded in OCLC, at Yale, Duke,
Williams College, University of West Georgia, University of Michigan, Vanderbilt,
and the American Antiquarian Society. Hummel adds a copy at the University
of Georgia. A fine example of early and ultimately unsuccessful resistance to the
institution of poll taxes in the South.
HUMMEL 594. OCLC 191231416, 166645823, 86110718.
$1750.

Attacking Voting Rights for African Americans
11. [Fifteenth Amendment]: HEDGEHOG’S GRAND COMBINATION
OF THE POWERS OF DARKNESS, WILL EXHIBIT AT JAKE KEY’S
ROOST.... [N.p., perhaps Philadelphia.] ca. May 5, 1870]. Letterpress broadside,
10 x 6. Short closed tear at top margin. Very good plus.
A scarce and decidedly racist broadside advertising a faux rally to oppose AfricanAmerican suffrage achieved through the Fifteenth Amendment to the United States
Constitution, which had been adopted earlier in 1870. The Fifteenth Amendment
barred states and the federal government from denying the right of suffrage by
reason of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.
The broadside could also be seen as a parody of a minstrel broadside, given its
content and layout. The songs include “Nigs, I want to be Sheriff,” “The Evil
Spirit is in me,” “Hens and Chickens gone to roost,” “XVth Amendment Exemplified,” and “Benefits of Civil Rights Bill.” The “performance” is scheduled to
end with Professor Hedgehog’s “celebrated feat of swallowing a live negro !”
Another especially egregious assertion of the text reads, “During the performance
of this celebrated troop, the Roost will be hermetically sealed so as to retain the
delightful odor of the negroes.” The admission notice at bottom claims that the
“Front seats reserved for the Colored Ladies. No white folks admitted without
special permission of Professor Hedgehog.”
OCLC records six copies, at the Library Company of Philadelphia, Yale, Duke, the
University of Virginia, American Antiquarian Society, and the Clements Library.
The University of Virginia’s catalogue note posits that the broadside could have
been printed in Philadelphia “in reaction to the city’s ‘Grand Celebration in Honor
of the Ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment,’ which was held on May 5th,
1870.” This is the same date as the event advertised on the present broadside.
OCLC 123490143, 166640701.
$1250.

Gerry Writes on Massachusetts Politics in the Midst of War
12. Gerry, Elbridge: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM ELBRIDGE
GERRY TO AN UNIDENTIFIED RECIPIENT, DISCUSSING MASSACHUSETTS POLITICS]. Washington. Feb. 21, 1814. [3]pp. Quarto, on a
folded folio sheet. Old fold lines. Some separation at central fold. Minor soiling.
Trimmed closely at bottom, with loss of a line of text. Good.
Elbridge Gerry writes to an unidentified recipient – likely a son-in-law or another
close male relative – regarding the recipient’s political post and advancement in
Massachusetts society. Gerry dispenses advice, based on many years in the field
of political play:
“The appointment of the Judge Advocate can easily be accounted for, by the presence of his advocates. Every wheel is put in motion on such occasions, & gives
a great impetus. No application has been made for yourself, to my knowledge,
as a secretary of legation. There was an enquiry, on this point, made to J.Q.
Adams; but it is not a place in my estimation adequate to your talents & grade
in society, & the emoluments, about 3000£, would not, when the expenses are
deducted, be worth your acceptance....I do not conceive that circumstanced as
you are at present, holding ‘by courtesy’ under the government of the state, a
beneficial office, you can with propriety attack the government. To vote is one
thing, but it is quite another thing, to be open in opposition. There seems to
be an obligation of decency & consistency, if not of honor, to be neutral at least
whilst you cannot be an advocate for the government; & previously to hostilities,
to relinquish the office. The latter is a measure which cannot be justified to your
family, under existing circumstances, & as it is not requisite or indispensable, I
think you are justly entitled to a truce, until you are called on by your country
to act, & a post is assigned worthy of your rank in society.”
Elbridge Gerry was a politician and signer of the Declaration of Independence
from Massachusetts with a well-established mercantile business. He would go on
to become governor of Massachusetts and vice president under James Madison,
and become notorious for being the namesake of the term “gerrymandering.” He
was a close friend and associate of John Adams, among others. This letter was
written in the last year of his life.
$2750.

A Bitter War of Words in Illinois Elections, 1834
13. [Illinois]: [May, William L.]: [THREE RARE ILLINOIS BROADSIDES
REGARDING THE BITTERLY CONTESTED 1834 CONGRESSIONAL
ELECTION BETWEEN WILLIAM L. MAY AND BENJAMIN MILLS].
[Springfield & Jacksonville, Il. 1834]. Three printed broadsides. Condition detailed below.
An early example of the potential for viciousness in American politics. These
broadsides pertain to the 1834 Congressional election in Illinois’s 3rd District.
William L. May ran against Benjamin Mills for the seat left vacant by Joseph
Duncan, who had resigned to become governor. Abraham Lincoln, who was first
elected as an Illinois State Representative in August of this same year, served as a
clerk for the election in the Springfield house of William F. Barry, and voted for
May, a Democrat, who received seventy-two votes, against only three for Mills.
In 1844, Lincoln and then-former Congressman May purportedly engaged in a
heated, three-day debate on the tariff at the Main Street Presbyterian Church in
Peoria. May, a lawyer and mercantilist, served variously as Justice of the Peace,
a state and federal legislator, and mayor of Springfield. He went to California
during the Gold Rush and died in Sacramento on Sept. 29, 1849.
Further details on the broadsides are as follows:
1) Fellow Citizens: Some Weeks Since I Was Most Bitterly and Rancorously Assailed by an
Anonymous Writer in the Illinois Patriot...Published a Tissue of Falsehoods...[beginning
of text]. [Springfield: Journal Office, 1834]. Broadside, 16¾ x 11 inches. Printed
in three columns, approximately 2,200 words. Two corners chipped, toned, foxed.
Contemporary note recording the date on verso. Good. Here, May attempts to
answer broadsides against him, signed “Illinois” and “Agricola,” calling his accuser
“Some spindle-shanked toad-eating, man granny, who feeds the depraved appetites
of his patrons with gossip and slander.” He continues: “We read of a certain sort
of men about the Turkish seraglios, who being deprived of their virility endeavor
to compensate themselves by the enjoyments of mischief-making....Those who
are seen in this ‘Agricola’ affair are hangers-on, the tools and lick spittles of the
would be aristocracy....” Byrd records two copies, at the Chicago Historical Society and the Illinois State Historical Society; OCLC records a single copy at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library in Springfield. BYRD 185. AMERICAN
IMPRINTS 25644. OCLC 14439538.
2) No. III. To Wm. L. May, Esq. Sir – It Is the Character of the Vicious to Attempt to
Drag Down Virtue to Their Own Standard...[beginning of text]. [Jacksonville, Il.:
Illinois Patriot, 1834]. Broadside, 15¾ x 11¼ inches. Printed in four columns,
approximately 3,500 words. Tanned, foxed, edges chipped, costing one word and
part of another. Good. An anti-May attack, with two full columns criticizing May
for his conduct during the Black Hawk War of 1832. Among many other charges,
May is accused of taking credit for killing a “Dead Indian.” Contains another
attack on May by “Agricola,” and two communications to the editor of the Illinois
Patriot, signed Winchester and Morgan, respectively. “Refers to the ‘seduction’

affair and May’s conduct in the Black Hawk War. This first appeared in a regular
issue of the Illinois Patriot, July 26, 1834. Type was rearranged but not re-set for
this printing” – Byrd. As with the first title above, Byrd records two copies, at
the Chicago Historical Society and the Illinois State Historical Society; OCLC
records a single copy at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library in Springfield.
BYRD 188. AMERICAN IMPRINTS 27116. OCLC 14438632.
3) No. IV. To Wm. L. May, Esq. Sir – I Congratulate You on the Excellent Spirit Manifested in Your Answer to the Expositions of “Agricola.” True You Hurt Him Not, But You
“Cleanse Your Stuff Bosom” of a Load of Spleen – Which Is Something...[beginning of
text]. [Jacksonville, Il.: Illinois Patriot, 1834]. Broadside, 10 x 8¾ inches. Printed
in three columns, approximately 1,100 words. Tanned, edge chipped, some old
tape repairs on verso. Good. Another attack on May, this one signed, “PhiloAgricola.” A sampling of the text reads: “Be it your boast, that you have sunk the
man in the brute...Sir, such boasts might have done for the brothel: for the grog

shop they were too low; but in public print, over your own signature and you a
candidate for a seat in Congress, what term in language is sufficiently strong to
express our deep and abiding abhorrence of such a self-glorious Priapus. Would
you vie with the gold Hercules in his thirteenth labour? – what, fifty daughters
of king Thespeus in a single night? And yet even Hercules was no boaster....Sir,
you profess to be the friend of the poor....Sir, you are not among the culottes of
Paris....We have no poor – besides yourself, sir, we have no rabble. You talk of
aristocracy. We have no aristocracy, and beside yourself, sir, a man’s a man, and
nothing more....” Again, as with the two titles above, Byrd records two copies,
at the Chicago Historical Society and the Illinois State Historical Society; OCLC
records a single copy at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library in Springfield.
BYRD 189. AMERICAN IMPRINTS 27117. OCLC 14438606.
A fantastic trio of savage political broadsides from Illinois in 1834.

$6000.

Lincoln Run on the Anti-Slavery Rail
14. [Lincoln, Abraham]: THE RAIL CANDIDATE. New York: Currier &
Ives, 1860. Lithograph, 13½ x 18 inches. Moderate age-toning, foxing, and soiling. Moderate browning in margins. Small closed tears and chips in margins, one
moderate-size closed tear in left margin. A fair copy.
A lithographic political cartoon published by Currier & Ives commenting upon
the anti-slavery plank of the 1860 Republican platform. “The ‘essential’ antiLincoln cartoon of 1860” – Holzer, et al. Abraham Lincoln is shown being
carried uncomfortably in the middle of a split wooden rail, an allusion to both
the platform and to Lincoln’s backwoods origins. Supporting the left end of the
rail is a black man in simple working clothes who states, “Dis Nigger strong and
willin’ but its awful hard work to carry Old Massa Abe on nothing but dis ere
rail!!” Holding the right end of the rail is well-dressed newspaper editor and

strong Lincoln supporter Horace Greeley (identified by a copy of his New York
Tribune in his coat pocket). Greeley tells Lincoln, “We can prove that you have
split rails & that will ensure your election to the Presidency.” Lincoln replies,
“It is true I have split rails, but I begin to feel as if this rail would split me, it’s
the hardest stick I ever straddled.” Lincoln is depicted – visually and thematically
– as a straddler at best, while the images of Greeley and the African American
supporting the rail are derisive.
A finely drawn and insightful political cartoon from the 1860 election.
REILLY, AMERICAN POLITICAL PRINTS 1860-31. WEITENKAMPF, p.123.
CURRIER & IVES: CATALOGUE RAISONNÉ 5478. Harold Holzer, Gabor
Borritt & Mark Neely, The Lincoln Image, p.38, figure 18.
$3000.

The Fight for Political Control
in Louisiana During the Civil War
15. [Louisiana]: [Shepley, George F.]: STATE OF LOUISIANA, EXECUTIVE
DEPARTMENT, NEW ORLEANS, OCTOBER 29, 1863. GENTLEMEN:
AN ADDRESS TO THE CITIZENS OF LOUISIANA WAS PUBLISHED
YESTERDAY...PURPORTING TO BE SIGNED BY YOU, BY ORDER OF
THE EXECUTIVE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF LOUISIANA [caption
title and beginning of text]. New Orleans. October 29, 1863. 2pp., printed on a
folded quarto sheet. Faintest toning at bottom edge, else fine.
An interesting New Orleans imprint encapsulating the tensions between Northern political forces and indigenous conservative political actors during the brief
Free State movement in Confederate Louisiana. Here, George F. Shepley, military governor of Louisiana from 1862 to 1864, rebukes Conservative Unionists
H.H. Pugh, E. Ames, and J.Q.A. Fellows of the “Executive Central Committee
of Louisiana.” They had issued what “in effect purports to be a proclamation
for an election of members of Congress and officers of the State government.”
Shepley pronounces such a proclamation void, writing that “no authority for such
action has been given by the National Government, or by the military authorities in this State.” Further, Shepley demands the organizers of the committee
answer a series of questions about the who, what, when, where, and why’s of the
committee’s existence.
The Executive Central Committee in Louisiana was a conservative organization
that sought to re-institute the original American Constitution in Louisiana (mainly
to restore slavery), and lobbied Abraham Lincoln on the matter in the summer of
1863. Of course, Lincoln did not comply, siding with the more radical Free State
Committee, and insisting on a new constitutional convention for Louisiana followed
by new elections before Congress met in early December. The present document
surely came about as a reaction to efforts by the Executive Central Committee to
get their way before a new Constitution, based on eventual Reconstruction, the
Emancipation Proclamation, and new elections, could be drafted and approved.
Lincoln’s efforts at a new constitution and elections for Louisiana continued into
1864, and came to fruition for a brief time, with new elections in late February
and a new constitution ratified by public vote in September. This new political
landscape for Louisiana was short-lived, however, as the U.S. Congress refused
to seat the Louisiana delegation in December 1864.
Not in Jumonville or Thompson, and with no copies in OCLC. An illuminating
entry in the brief Free State movement in Louisiana during the Civil War.
$850.

The Beginning of Gerrymandering
16. [Massachusetts]: COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. IN
SENATE, OCTOBER 21, 1812. A RESOLVE FOR DISTRICTING THE
COMMONWEALTH FOR THE PURPOSE OF CHOOSING ELECTORS
OF PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT [caption title]. [Boston]: Repertory Office, W.W. Clapp, printer, [1812]. Broadside, 12¾ x 8 inches. Printed in
two columns. Printed in two columns. Three horizontal folds. Minor edge wear.
Very good.
Broadside denoting the division of six districts in Massachusetts for the purpose
of selecting electors for the presidential election of 1812. The six districts, divided by county, had a total of twenty-two electors – presumably broken down
by population density. The broadside goes on to make provision for the day and
means of voting for the electors, and the method of counting the votes – which is
to be done in an open town hall meeting. The bill was read and passed through
the state congress on Oct. 22, 1812. This broadside is particularly interesting in
light of a similar bill which was signed by Gov. Elbridge Gerry earlier the same
year, in which he apportioned the districts in such a way as to maintain his party’s
political power in the state senate, giving rise to the term gerrymandering. The
presidential election of 1812 would, in fact, see Gerry elected vice president.
SHAW & SHOEMAKER 25996.
$400.

Massachusetts Railroad Man Runs for Congress
17. [Massachusetts Campaign Broadside]: TO THE ELECTORS OF THE
THIRD DISTRICT.... [N.p., but Andover, Ma.? 1840]. Broadside, 15 x 22 inches.
Moderate wear at edges and along horizontal and vertical creases (including slight
closed tears) where previously folded in half. Extensive editorial copy beneath
bold heading and patriotic woodcut vignette. Very good.
An 1840 campaign broadside on behalf of Amos Abbot, distinguished Massachusetts
public servant and founder of the Boston & Portland Railroad. His campaign
was successful, and he returned for three consecutive terms. He retired from
Congress in 1849 and died in 1868.
REYNOLDS, p.455.
$400.

Critique of Jim Crow Policies in Civil Service and Beyond
18. Miller, Kelly: SEGREGATION. THE CASTE SYSTEM AND CIVIL
SERVICE [wrapper title]. [Washington, D.C.: Murray Brothers, Printers, 1914].
12,[4]pp. Original printed wrappers. Mild edge wear, light creasing, minor surface
soiling. Text toned but clean. Very good.
A collection of short considerations on the state of African-American segregation
in the United States civil service by renowned Howard University sociologist Kelly
Miller. Here, in this short but powerful work, in addition to the civil service,
Miller expounds upon a variety of subjects relating to race relations in America,
including the actions of William Trotter, the place of “courtesy” among African
Americans, the current legislative and executive decisions relating to segregation
(including several pointed criticisms of President Wilson), “the negro and woman’s
rights,” the political nature of segregation, the “social separation of the races,”
the “deplorable apathy in the North towards the question of disenfranchisement,
Jim Crow laws, segregation, and other proscriptive regulations in the South,” the
“impracticable” nature of separate but equal accommodations, and much more.
Professor Kelly Miller was described by August Meier as “Howard University’s
brilliant dean and perceptive essayist.” Intellectually, in the early part of his
career, Miller straddled the line between support and criticism of Booker T.
Washington’s philosophy of African American self-help. Miller was always more
liberal on higher education than the Bookerites, insisting that African Americans
should take advantage of both industrial and higher education. He grew to believe
that Booker T. Washington was too hesitant and wavering in his leadership, but
would also defend Washington against far left attacks by other African-American
scholars. Ultimately, Miller saw himself as an “independent rather than an uncritical follower of Washington.”
Miller also began to write ever more critically of the nation’s political leadership,
as seen in the present work. He grew to denounce segregation, and as stated
herein, insisted that “two interchangeable parts cannot long maintain their original parity....The man who cannot protect himself will become the victim in every
issue where his interests are separated from those of the community at large. If
there were two standards of coinage, of the same weight and fineness, only that
the one set of coins must forever circulate among Negroes and the other among
white people, the black man’s coin would ultimately depreciate in comparison.”
The last four pages advertise other works by Professor Miller, including Out of
the House of Bondage and Race Adjustment. The present work is one of Miller’s
rarest publications. OCLC records a good amount of institutional copies, but
the work is rarely met with in the trade or at auction.
August Meier, “The Racial and Educational Philosophy of Kelly Miller, 18951915” in The Journal of Negro Education, Vol. 29, No. 2 (Spring, 1960), pp.121-27.
$500.

Missouri’s Take on the Controversial Election of 1824
19. [Missouri]: Curtius [pseudonym]: TORCH LIGHT. AN EXAMINATION
OF THE ORIGIN, POLICY, AND PRINCIPLES OF THE OPPOSITION
TO THE ADMINISTRATION, AND AN EXPOSITION OF THE OFFICIAL CONDUCT OF THOMAS H. BENTON, ONE OF THE SENATORS
FROM MISSOURI; WITH AN APPENDIX. St. Louis: Printed at the Missouri
Republican Office, 1826. 71pp. Gathered signatures, stitched as issued. Evenly
tanned, a touch of foxing. Very good. Untrimmed.
This copy bears a contemporary inscription at the head of the titlepage, “Secretary of the Treasury. Washington,” which indicates that it may have belonged
to Richard Rush, the Treasury Secretary in John Quincy Adams’ administration.
Rush was Adams’ vice presidential running mate in the election of 1828.
A rare compilation of eight articles, printed in Missouri, mostly relating to the
controversy surrounding the presidential campaign of 1824, and other political
debates of the day that would be of interest to Missourians. No majority was
reached in the 1824 presidential election, and Henry Clay, who was running for
president, was compelled to cast the deciding ballot by virtue of being House
Speaker. He chose John Quincy Adams over Andrew Jackson, and much controversy ensued over an alleged “corrupt bargain” between Clay and Adams. These
articles reveal something of the popular opinion in Missouri regarding these
events, as well as the state of national politics at the time, especially the changing political attachments of Missouri senator Thomas Hart Benton. Benton had
first supported Clay for president, then opposed Clay’s choice of Adams, and later
aligned himself with Jackson, an erstwhile enemy. These articles first appeared
under the pseudonym of “Curtius” in the Missouri Republican.
Howes accords a “b” rating to the eighty-eight-page version of this work (also
published in 1826) and lists it under “Benton,” but does not list the present
seventy-one page version. The Eberstadts describe the eighty-eight-page issue
as the “original edition of this daring and important expose....” The longer version was printed in a duodecimo format, and lacks the appendix contained in this
seventy-one page version, which accounts for the fact that, although seemingly
shorter, the present issue actually contains more information. We locate a total
of nine institutional copies. Rare.
AII (MISSOURI) 83. AMERICAN IMPRINTS 24266. EBERSTADT 136:432 (all
for this ed). HOWES B370, “b.” SABIN 96190 (both for longer version). OCLC
191252059, 228708431.
$1500.

New Hampshire Appoints Electors
for the First Presidential Election
20. [New Hampshire]: [Election of 1788]: STATE OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE.
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD, ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED
AND EIGHTY-EIGHT. AN ACT, FOR CARRYING INTO EFFECT AN
ORDINANCE OF CONGRESS OF THE THIRTEENTH OF SEPTEMBER
LAST, RELATIVE TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES
[caption title]. Portsmouth, N.H. Nov. 12, 1788. Broadsheet, approximately 14¼
x 11¾ inches. Previously folded, with one small hole at lower central fold line.
Slight curling at edges, very light tanning and foxing. Very good.
A rare broadsheet calling for New Hampshire representatives to be appointed to
the Electoral College for the first presidential election under the Constitution
in 1788. On Sept. 13, 1788, Congress passed a resolution that electors should
be appointed, and in response this November 12 act of the New Hampshire legislature declared December 15 as the date to elect the state’s representatives to
both houses of Congress and to determine its electors for the Electoral College.
New Hampshire was the first of the ten states that had ratified the Constitution
at this point to hold its federal elections. We locate only two other copies, at
the American Antiquarian Society and Dartmouth.
BRISTOL B6753. WHITTEMORE, NEW HAMPSHIRE 458.
$7500.

A Southern Warning After Lincoln’s Election
21. Palmer, B.M.: THE SOUTH: HER PERIL, AND HER DUTY. A DISCOURSE, DELIVERED IN THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
NEW ORLEANS, ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1860...[wrapper title].
New Orleans: Printed at the Office of the True Witness and Sentinel, 1860. 16pp.
Original printed wrappers. Soft vertical crease throughout. Top margin of front
wrapper largely torn away, wrappers soiled, a few small notations on front wrapper.
Light stain in upper margin of first few leaves, light foxing. Still, a good plus copy.
A scarce pro-slavery sermon given and published in the immediate wake of President
Lincoln’s 1860 election. The impending crisis and the Civil War gave Reverend
Palmer a career as a prolific Fire-Eater. Though of New England stock and, for a
time, a student at Amherst, he spent most of his life in the South and is described
by the DAB as an “ardent defender of slavery [and] secession.” In 1863, Palmer
urged Louisianans to renounce their allegiance to the Union. In the present work,
Palmer gives a post-mortem on “the heated canvass which has just been brought
to so disastrous a close.” The South’s “providencial [sic] trust...is to conserve
and to perpetuate the institution of domestic slavery as now existing.” According
to Palmer, white southerners are “the constituted guardians of the slaves themselves.” The South must reject the “despotism” of the “unprincipled democracy”
of the North which resulted in Lincoln’s election. This was the peril; the South’s
duty was, according to Palmer, to secede from the Union. Palmer’s sermon was
published later in 1860 in Georgia as a Thanksgiving Sermon. Jumonville notes
just two copies, though OCLC reveals a healthy amount of institutional records.
The work is scarce in the trade.
JUMONVILLE 2984. THOMPSON 1170. SABIN 58346. DAB XIV, pp.17576.
$750.

Satririzing the 1817 Pennsylvania Governor’s Race
22. [Pennsylvania]: [Charles, William]: DEMOCRACY AGAINST THE UNNATURAL UNION. TRIAL OCTR. 14th 1817 [caption title]. [Philadelphia?:
William Charles, 1817]. Etching, 16 x 11½ inches. Small chip in lower right
corner, small bit of wear in upper right corner. Near fine. Matted.
A rare print satirizing the Pennsylvania gubernatorial election of 1817, and the
fight for the nomination of the Democratic-Republican party between William
Findlay and Charles Hiester. William Murrell attributes the print to William
Charles, who clearly favors Findlay and charges Hiester with various forms of
corruption. There is no imprint in the etching, only the words, “designed and
executed by one who has neither place nor pension.”
The 1817 election marked Pennsylvania’s first open political convention, and this
print exposes the supposed purity and impurity of the two sides. Findlay is shown
ascending on clouds toward the governor’s chair, as his supporters (gathered around
a platform or a ballot box) cheer him on as the “voice of the people,” and the
candidate of “true democracy” who was free of “bribery or corruption.” Hiester
is shown on the right side of the print, standing on a shaky foundation of “Federalism” and “Old Schoolism,” which is further supported by stacks of the United
States Gazette and Aurora newspapers. Hiester’s supporters appear downtrodden
and reconciled to defeat, saying “we must have recourse to all kinds of stratagem
or we cannot succeed,” and “I would vote for Old Nick provided I could get a
good office.” Findlay won the Democratic-Republican nomination for governor
over Hiester by a vote of 113 delegates to 39, and won the election of 1817, but
he was defeated by Hiester in his bid for re-election in 1820.
This is one of two states of the print, with the addition of “roulette” (or “rocker
work”) to reinforce the shading. OCLC locates only one copy of this print, at
the American Antiquarian Society. Reilly notes that the Library of Congress has
copies of the print in both states: one with and one without the roulette shading.
Rare, and a very effective satire on an obscure but important political contest.
MURRELL, p.95. WEITENKAMPF, p.20. REILLY, AMERICAN POLITICAL
PRINTS, 1817-1. OCLC 191119823.
$2000.

A Polk Campaign Newspaper
23. [Polk, James K.]: [Campaign Newspaper]: THE OHIO COON CATCHER.
Columbus, Oh. 1844. Four issues (7, 8, 10, 12), 4pp. each. Large folio. Dbd. Old
folds, with some separation at folds. A few small tears; small repairs to issue 12.
Light soiling and foxing. Good.
A Democratic Party campaign newspaper, supporting James K. Polk for president.
Published by Samuel Medary, the editor and publisher of the Ohio Statesman, this
paper published twelve issues, Aug. 7 to Nov. 16, 1844 – from the time of Polk’s
nomination to his election. The issues here are dated September 28, October 5,
October 9, and November 16. Medary, serving as the head of the Ohio delega-

tion to the Democratic National Convention, led the nomination of Polk as the
party’s candidate. Full of anti-Whig and pro-Democrat sentiment and propaganda,
the Coon Catcher promotes Polk’s candidacy with news items, political opinion,
testimonials of reformed Whigs, poems, and cartoons. One notable illustration
shows a woodcut of fat and healthy “Coon of 1840” opposite a lean and sickly
“Coon of 1844.” The text around these two images reads, in part: “The coon of
the present time is a different critter from what it was four years since. Then,
plump and fat – now, it is leaner than any of Pharoah’s lean kine. Its attenuated
frame, consumptive and haggard look, is caused by the resistless tide of democratic
Polk juice, which is spreading itself with an invigorating effect upon the body
politic.” The final issue contains the announcement of Polk’s election, with the
returns from the polls. Fewer than twenty locations for issues in OCLC.
$2000.

Smith on Abolition and Suffrage
24. Smith, Gerrit: GERRIT SMITH’S REPLY TO COLORED CITIZENS
OF ALBANY [caption title]. Peterboro, N.Y. March 13, 1846. [3]pp., on a bifolium. Previously folded, otherwise fine.
Smith’s response to a letter from a group of black men seeking the vote in Albany,
asking him to support political candidates in favor of universal male suffrage
regardless of party. Smith replies that he does not necessarily restrict his vote
to candidates of the Liberty party, and that “The doctrine, therefore, of every
abolitionist...should be universal suffrage and just views of civil government.”
$600.

A Political Fight of Lincoln’s Law Partner, Illinois 1834
25. Stuart, John Todd: REPLY OF JOHN T. STUART, TO AN ANONYMOUS HAND BILL, SIGNED “A CITIZEN OF SANGAMON” [caption
title]. [Springfield, Il. 1834]. Broadside, 16¼ x 11 inches. Printed in four columns.
Old horizontal fold. Slight chipping at edges, a few dark ink spots. Contemporary
manuscript annotation on rear bleeding through. Moderate tanning and scattered
light foxing. Good plus.
A scarce broadside response that was part of a bitter political fight between Archer
Gray Herndon and John Todd Stuart, soon to be Abraham Lincoln’s new law
partner in Illinois. Much of the text, which totals approximately four thousand
words, is occupied by Stuart’s defense of his conduct while serving during the
Black Hawk War in 1832. Stuart, a Kentucky-born lawyer, Illinois politician, and
cousin of Mary Todd Lincoln, became Lincoln’s partner in 1837.
In 1834, Stuart was campaigning for a second term in the Illinois House on the
Whig ticket. An earlier broadside had attacked Stuart for allegedly feigning illness
at a crucial time during the Black Hawk War, and accused him of voting against
extending credit on school lands, and other political shenanigans. He believed
Herndon (whose son coincidentally would also become Lincoln’s partner in law
after Stuart), a powerful local Democrat, to be behind the attack, and personally
addressed this printed rebuttal to him.
A vivid rebuttal of a potentially debilitating smear during the 1834 Illinois state
election campaign. Byrd and OCLC together locate only two copies, at the Illinois State Historical Society and the Lincoln Presidential Library.
BYRD 200. AMERICAN IMPRINTS 26969.
$3500.

Appealing to European Immigrants in the Election of 1908
26. [Taft, William Howard]: [Election of 1908]: [COLLECTION OF THIRTEEN PRINTED ITEMS, MOST PRINTED IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
SUCH AS GERMAN, ITALIAN, FRENCH, LITHUANIAN, DANISH,
SWEDISH, AND POLISH, IN SUPPORT OF WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT’S
CANDIDACY FOR PRESIDENT IN THE ELECTION OF 1908]. [Milwaukee, Chicago, and possibly elsewhere. 1908]. Between 4pp. and 12pp. each,
most of the items numbering either 6pp. or 8pp. 16mo. and octavo pamphlets.
Light wear. Very good.
An interesting collection of ephemeral political propaganda, printed in a variety
of European languages, produced for the election of 1908 and urging support

for William Howard Taft’s campaign for President. Only two of the items are in
English – a pamphlet mocking the pronouncements of William Jennings Bryan
(printed in red and black), and another entitled What the Republican Party Has Done
for Labor...What the Democratic Party Has Failed to Do for Labor.... The anti-Bryan
tract is also printed in German. Most of the rest of the items are overtly proTaft, including general tracts in Lithuanian and Danish, a pamphlet entitled (in
translation) “William H. Taft: What He Can Do as President”, printed in French,
Swedish, Polish, and Danish, and the text of Theodore Roosevelt’s September
9 letter endorsing Taft, printed in Italian, Danish, German, and Polish. Good
evidence, via ephemeral publications, of the Republican Party’s efforts to reach
out to ethnic minorities during the election of 1908.
$250.

Running for State Office in Confederate Tennessee
27. [Tennessee]: [Confederacy]: [Election Ticket]: FOR GOVERNOR. HON.
ROBERT L. CARUTHERS [caption title]. [Winchester? 1863]. Broadside, 5 x
3¾ inches. Toned, minor soiling and wrinkling. Very good.
An exceedingly rare Confederate Tennessee state election ticket from 1863,
nominating Robert L. Caruthers for governor and eleven others as state senators. In 1863, state elections were due in Tennessee. The state was fractured by
war and secession, and both Unionists and Confederates expressed the desire to
hold elections for state government. Confederate supporters held a convention
in Winchester and nominated a governor, the State Legislature, and members for
the Confederate Congress. It was a bit of a fool’s errand.
Isham G. Harris, who still considered himself the governor of Tennessee, issued a
proclamation calling for the election to be held on the first Thursday in August.
Just who voted, and how many or how few, will probably never be known. According to historians, the State Archives in Nashville are scant and inconclusive;
returns from only thirty-two counties are found, some of which reported the vote
of only one civil district. Not a single report was from West Tennessee counties,
and only eight Middle Tennessee counties made returns. Robert L. Caruthers was
elected governor on the face of returns, but he was never inaugurated and thus
never served a day as governor of Tennessee. No Confederate State Legislature
ever convened, either. The Confederate Congressmen were the only lucky ones.
Those who were elected in 1863 took their seats in Richmond, however briefly.
George Webb notes this copy in his Not in Allen bibliography in 2013. Not in
Parrish & Willingham. The only other copy, or shall we say copies, resides at
the Library of Virginia, in an uncut sheet of six tickets. This will likely be the
only copy ever available in the marketplace.
WEBB, NOT IN ALLEN 199 (this copy).
$850.

The Election of 1847
28. [Tennessee Newspaper]: HERALD – EXTRA. JONESBOROUGH,
AUGUST 21, 1847. Jonesborough, Tn. August 21, 1847. Newspaper broadside,
approximately 16¼ x 11 inches. Previously folded. Separations along old folds,
repaired in places with clear tape. A few small chips at edges. Ink stains at right
edge, not affecting text. Light tanning and foxing. Good.
The only known copy of this newspaper extra from rural East Tennessee, bringing news of the state election in the summer of 1847. For the most part, the
Jonesborough, Tennessee, broadside reprints an article from the Nashville Union,
which provides an account of the vote in the various Tennessee districts and
overall election results, and laments the apparent loss of the Democratic party
majority in the state legislature to the Whigs. Several other small news items
and announcements are also printed, including an entertaining apology from the
newspaper publishers for their inability to put out anything but extras owing to
a lack of manpower.
WEBB, “NOT IN ALLEN” 93 (this copy).
$500.

Jim Crow in Delaware
29. Townsend, Samuel: TO THE DEMOCRATIC VOTERS OF NEW
CASTLE COUNTY [caption title]. [Townsend, De.] July 24, 1876. Broadside,
9 x 7 inches. Some light creasing. Near fine.
Tirade against the perceived disenfranchisement of the “poor white Democratic
voter” in Delaware. Townsend rails against a proposed system to elect candidates
for the Legislature and Levy Court by delegates, as opposed to an open election
by individual ballot. He writes:
“It is a damning insult to poor white Democratic voters to be opposed in this
underhand manner by men who seek to lead the Democratic party for their selfish interests....The white Republicans allow the Negroes in their party to help
nominate by an equal vote by ballot, and we, the white Democrats, who claim
to be the descendants of Jefferson and Jackson, debar and refuse even-handed
political rights and justice to the white Democratic masses.”
Samuel Townsend (1812-1881) was a vigorous and interesting force in Delaware
politics. “In this respect historians have portrayed him original, aggressive, and
public spirited, as well as a ‘cross for some Democrats to bear.’ Samuel was outspoken and opinionated, submitting frequent editorials to Delaware newspapers
and publishing political broadsides. He attended numerous state Democratic
conventions and was a delegate to the national conventions in 1848 and 1852.
In 1860, he was a key player in the controversy surrounding Delaware’s delegation to the national convention in Charleston and Baltimore. Throughout the
Civil War he was an avid supporter of the Union cause, but did not advocate the
emancipation of slaves. During Reconstruction, Samuel helped found Delaware’s
White Man’s Party, which fought to have the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments repealed. Samuel Townsend remained active in politics and business until
shortly before his death on 5 December 1881. He was buried in the Friends
Cemetery in Odessa, several miles north of Townsend, Delaware, which bears his
name” – Townsend Family Papers. OCLC locates only one copy, at the American
Antiquarian Society. Rare.
OCLC 316965116. University of Delaware, Townsend Family Papers (online).
$750.

Building the First Hospital in Virginia,
and Disenfranchising Women, Native Americans,
and African Americans
30. [Virginia Laws]: ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 10 GEO. III.
WITH AN INDEX. Williamsburg: William Rind, 1770. [2],83pp. Folio. Half
calf and marbled boards in antique style, leather label. Contemporary ownership
inscription and short repaired tear on titlepage. Occasional marginalia, top margin
abraded on several leaves, some marginal dampstaining. Very good.
A scarce late-colonial Virginia imprint containing session laws from 1769. Of
main importance are the property qualifications for voting laid out in one of
the acts, along with denoting which groups were barred from voting, including women, people under twenty-one, convicts, negroes, mulattoes, and Native
Americans. “Another important piece of legislation passed at this 1769 session
was an act to authorize the construction of a public house or hospital to care for
idiots, lunatics, and other people of unsound mind. This public hospital, one of
the first in the colonies, continues in operation to this day” – Berg. Scarce, with
Berg recording a baker’s dozen.
BERG 192. EVANS 11909. SWEM 22643. TORRENCE 371.
$4500.

