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Boston:
City on a Hill
Rallying the Troops in Massachusetts, November, 1776:
“...the tyrants of the earth began to transgress the sacred line
of property, and claim their fellow man as slaves....”
1. [American Revolution]: [Massachusetts General Court]: IN THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, NOVEMBER 1, 1776. ORDERED,
THAT THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS FROM THE GENERAL
COURT OF THIS STATE TO THE OFFICERS AND PRIVATE
SOLDIERS WHO ARE GONE FROM THENCE AND ARE SERVING
IN THE AMERICAN ARMY, BE PRINTED IN TWO THOUSAND
HAND-BILLS.... [Boston: Printed by Benjamin Edes], November 2,
1776. Broadside, 15 x 9½ inches. Several folds, minor staining, fold lines
reinforced with archival tape on verso. Good.
Early November 1776 was a dark moment for the American side in the
Revolution. Washington had been routed from New York, the victory at
Trenton had yet to occur, and the ability of the young United States to
succeed seemed questionable. This important inspirational Revolutionary War broadside, issued by the Massachusetts House of Representatives
only four months after the Declaration of Independence, sought to rally
the Patriot cause. The address roundly denounces Great Britain and its
government in polemical language in the style of the preamble of the
Declaration. It also pledges the support of the American army by the
General Court of Massachusetts, emphasizes the importance of Massachusetts soldiers, and urges them to re-enlist. Massachusetts soldiers
were vital in the Revolutionary War effort, practically the backbone of
the Continental Army. However, desertion had become a major issue
by October 1776, and this message was issued as part of an effort by the

Massachusetts government to stem the tide of desertion as well as motivate
new recruits for the war effort. This fiery exhortation to take up arms
against the British Crown reads, in part:
“When the tyrants of the earth began to transgress the sacred line of
property, and claim their fellow men as slaves, and to exercise lawless
power over them, the intentions of government were subverted, war in
defence of the dignity of human nature was introduced, and men began
to take the field of battle on behalf of freedom....For the free exercise
of liberty, more especially in the worship of that almighty Being who
supported them in the greatest distress, our venerable ancestors came to
this land when it was a savage and dangerous wilderness, terrible to the
civilized eye. Here they toiled and bled, with the pleasing hope of their
posterity’s enjoying that freedom for which they encountered every difficulty, and braved every danger, and could their virtue have been inherited
with the fruit of their toil, and their simplicity of manners and integrity
of heart been transmitted to all their posterity, America would now have
been the seat of peace and plenty. But such has been the avarice of some,
and the ambition of others, amongst us, that the King and Parliament of
Great-Britain have been fatally persuaded to claim this whole continent,
with its three millions of inhabitants, as their own property, and to be at
their disposal. In opposition to this unjustifiable claim most obviously
founded in tyranny, after loyally petitioning, and dutifully remonstrating
without effect, you have gallantly taken the field, and the salvation of
your country, the happiness of future generations, as well as your own,
depends upon your noble exertions.”

The American soldiers are promised supplies and every bit of support from
their new government, but warned of the dangers of desertion in the face
of the impending crisis: “exert every nerve in this glorious struggle; for
should you for any reason quit your posts, and disgracefully turn your
backs on your enemies, wild carnage, barbarous and bloody desolation
must spread like a hideous torrent over your ruined country.” The document also promises glory in posterity for the Continental Army, reminding
the soldiers that their names will be “honourably preferred to the end of
time” and that “each generation as it rises, shall learn to speak the same
of those worthies, who nobly dared to face that death and despite that
danger, which stood between them and their country’s happiness.”
The message ends by reiterating to the soldiers that their government
stands firmly behind them, promising “comfortable supplies and necessary reinforcements” during their fight for freedom, at the end of which
the American army will be “crowned with a glorious victory, and return
honourably from the field, bringing deliverance to distressed America.”
An eloquent entreaty from a besieged government attempting to galvanize
its army, calling upon their “courage and patriotism” and promising them
the immortality that awaits them at the end of their struggle. “A message
of inspiration and encouragement for distribution among the troops of the
State in the Northern and Southern armies” – Rosenbach. Rare. Evans
lists copies at the Library of Congress, Boston Public, and New York
Public. OCLC lists additional copies at AAS and the Houghton Library.
EVANS 14868. FORD 1999. CUSHING 956. ROSENBACH 14:70.
OCLC 5812765.
$17,500.

Clicking on any item – text or image – will take you to our website
for easy ordering and to view any additional images.

Supporting American Manufactures
2. [Arts]: VALUABLE SECRETS IN ARTS AND TRADES. CONTAINING DIRECTIONS FROM THE BEST ARTISTS...WITH
ABOVE FIVE HUNDRED VALUABLE MODERN RECEIPTS;
FORMING A GREAT VARIETY OF USEFUL ARTICLES, COLLECTED FROM THE LATEST EUROPEAN PUBLICATIONS. By
a Friend to American Manufactures. Boston: Published by J. Norman,
1814. [2],xiv,179pp. Contemporary calf, spine gilt, leather label. Binding
moderately rubbed, ink stamps on fore-edges. Contemporary ownership
inscription on titlepage; top corner of titlepage torn away with no loss
of text. Light foxing and soiling. Good plus.
An interesting compendium of trade secrets covering most fields of endeavor. Includes advice on engraving in aquatint, engraving on wood,
engraving and etching on copper, printing, brewing, making pottery,
etc. Contains recipes for making different kinds of varnish, glue, ink,
and vinegars, and “a wash to clean pictures,” with various essays on rural
and domestic economy, as well as a section on the manufacture of glass.
Emblematic of the early 19th-century movement to encourage American
manufactures. John Norman published another book the same year with
the same information and a slightly different title, The Artists Companion,
and Manufacturers Guide.... Norman is best known for his pioneering
engraving in Boston, so his discussions of aquatint and engraving are of
particular interest.
RINK 172. SHAW & SHOEMAKER 33523.
$1000.

A Pioneering American Architect Settles a Property Dispute
3. [Benjamin, Asher]: [PROPERTY DEED RESOLVING A DISPUTE
BETWEEN ARCHITECT ASHER BENJAMIN AND PAINTER
JAMES FERRITER]. [Boston. July 3, 1815]. [4]pp. on a single folded
folio sheet, with blind embossed paper seal intact, docketed on verso of
second leaf. Old folds with separation starting at most folds, two small
holes (no loss of text), slight chipping to edges, light tanning, a few spots
of soiling. Good plus.
A manuscript property deed which also appears to settle a dispute the
important architect, Asher Benjamin, had with “James Ferriter Junior...
Painter.” Signed by Shubael Bell, Boston deputy sheriff, and countersigned by William Donnison, justice of the peace and another unidentified witness, the document describes the amount owed by Ferriter on a
mortgaged property. Bell explains that he proceeded to arrange the sale
of the property for which he posted public notices around the city and
published ads in a local newspaper announcing the sale. He goes on to
state that Benjamin was the successful bidder, and thus the property and
title passes to him; Bell also gives the precise location of the parcel.
The Ferriter name was common throughout the greater Boston area at
this time. Though we found a James Ferriter identified as a “ropemaker,”
we found no other record of him as a painter. Shubael Bell (1766-1819)
was likely well-acquainted with Benjamin. Although he had moved into
civil service as a deputy sheriff and jailer, he started his life as a housewright, following in the footsteps of his father, John Bell, a well-known
builder. William Donnison (1757-1834) had served as an aide to John
Hancock in the Revolutionary War; he was elected to the Court of Common Pleas in 1797.
Asher Benjamin’s Federal and later Greek revival architectural style
dominated late colonial design throughout New England and beyond
to the South and the Midwest. “[T]here is scarcely a village which in
moulding profiles, cornice details, church spire, or farm-house does not
reflect his influence” – DAB. Benjamin was a prolific architectural writer
as well and published The Country Builder’s Assistant (1797), The American
Builder’s Companion (1806), The Rudiments of Architecture (1814), and the
very popular Practical House Carpenter (1830) among other well-known
works. “The career of our first American architectural writer, Asher
Benjamin (1773-1845), covered several decades of the early nineteenth
century. Both the books he wrote and the buildings he designed had an
influence on building in New England that is still visible” – Thompson.
Neville Thompson, “Tools of Persuasion: The American Architectural
Book of the Nineteenth Century” in The American Illustrated Book in the
Nineteenth Century (1987), p.142.
$750.

The Hub:
Its History, Geography, Businesses and Attractions
4. [Boston]: SKETCHES AND BUSINESS DIRECTORY OF BOSTON AND ITS VICINITY. FOR 1860 AND 1861. Boston: Damrell
& Moore and George Coolidge, [1860]. xiii,[1],[9]-204,301-522pp. (as
issued, pp. 205-300 purposely omitted in the pagination) plus folding map
and [10]pp. (including pastedowns) of advertisements printed on blue and
yellow paper. Quarto. Original three-quarter leather and pictorial paper
boards, rebacked, with most of original gilt backstrip laid down. Boards
rubbed and a bit stained. Very clean internally. Very good.
“Illustrated Edition.” 1860 Boston directory by the publishers of the
Boston Almanac, complete with a new plan of Boston engraved for the
1861 Almanac. The nearly 200-page section, “Sketches of Boston and
Vicinity,” provides a detailed geographical, historical, and economic
account of the Boston area and contains numerous engraved views and
plans of churches, schools, places of amusement, streets, harbors, etc.
Hundreds of advertisements, many illustrated, accompany the directory.
SPEAR, p.57.
$675.

Boston Architects Draw European Gothic
5. [Boston Architectural Club]: SKETCH BOOK OF THE BOSTON
ARCHITECTURAL CLUB...ISSUE OF 1890.... [Boston. 1891]. One
page of letterpress and thirty albertype plates. Folio. Thirty-one leaves
in original green cloth portfolio with title stamped in gilt. Light spotting
on front cover, else near fine.

Number twenty of the limited edition of 500 copies. Similar in appearance
and presentation to the 1883 Sketch Book of the Architectural Association
of Boston, perhaps intended to be a continuation of it. Most of the plates
in the present set are charming sketches, reproduced in albertype, of late
Gothic buildings of France and Spain drawn by several Boston architects.
Presumably HITCHCOCK 197 (under different title).
$400.

A Revolutionary War Newspaper
6. [Boston Newspaper]: [American Revolution]: THE BOSTON
GAZETTE AND THE COUNTRY JOURNAL. No. 1484. Boston:
Benjamin Edes and sons, February 3, 1783. 4pp. Folio. Old fold lines.
Minor foxing and soiling. Very good plus.
The Boston Gazette, published weekly, was established in 1719 as a competitor to the Boston News-Letter and ran for nearly a century (1719-1798).
From April 1756 to December 1793 it was published with the additional
“AND THE COUNTRY JOURNAL.” During the American Revolution,
the Gazette was a leading publisher of material protesting British taxes
and anti-British sentiment. Contributors included such notable personages as Samuel Adams, Phyllis Wheatley, and Paul Revere, who also did
the engraving on the masthead.
This issue, from the end of the American Revolution, contains a lengthy
article written by “Grotius” on the evil of a federal impost and the rights
of states to be independent. He writes: “For the general court to pass an
act which they consider in its nature irrepealable, thereby giving Congress
the power of levying imposts of the property of this state...is ‘delivering
up the people to the subjection of a foreign power.’” Power assigned to
Congress by the Articles of Confederation – or the lack thereof – would
be hotly debated, eventually leading to the creation of the U.S. Constitution in 1787. It also contains news from the front including an extract
from a letter by General Greene to Congress, announcing the flight of
the British from Charleston. A nice piece from the Revolution. $1500.

With News of the Louisiana Purchase
7. [Boston Newspaper]: COLUMBIAN CENTINEL & MASSACHUSETTS FEDERALIST. Boston. November 5, 1803 and June 28, 1809.
Vol. XL, No. 2048, and Whole No. 2633. Two issues, [4]pp. each. Folio
newspaper. Tanned, old folds, old ink signature and some wrinkling. Good.
The earlier issue includes a brief biography of Lucien Bonaparte and
various political notices, most importantly regarding the negotiations for
the Louisiana Purchase, its constitutional ramifications for the United
States, and the reluctance of Spain to recognize the sale of the territory,
by France, to the United States. News of the purchase had become
public on October 17. On November 30 Spain formally delivered the
colony to the French colonial prefect, who transferred the territory to
William Claiborne and General Wilkinson, the American commissioners,
on December 20.
BRIGHAM I, pp.277-79.
$400.

Early Boston Almanac
8. Bowen, Nathan: MDCCXXV. THE NEW-ENGLAND DIARY, OR,
ALMANACK FOR THE YEAR OF OUR LORD CHRIST 1725...
APPLY’D TO THE HORIZON OF BOSTON, N. ENGLAND,
WHERE THE NORTH POLE IS RAISED, AND THE SOUTH
POLE DEPRESS’D EQUAL TO AN ANGLE OF 42 GRS. 25 MAND
A MERIDIAN 4 HO. 7 44 MIN. WEST OF LONDON. By a Native of New-England. Boston: Printed and sold by B. Green, and sold
also at the booksellers shops, 1725 [i.e. 1724]. [24]pp. Dbd. Moderately
age-toned. Edges worn, affecting a few printed characters. Contemporary
ownership inscription of “Nathaniel Cutter” on pp.[9] and [12]; additional
contemporary inscriptions on pp.[11] and [13]. A good copy.
An early 18th-century New England almanac by Nathan Bowen, who
issued a series of almanacs published in Boston between 1721 and 1737.
All are sixteen pages, with the exception of the present almanac. In a
note to the reader on page [17], Bowen writes: “In this my fifth essay to
serve the publick, finding the contracted limits of a single sheet of paper,
not sufficient to contain all that in the revolution of a year may be very
serviceable to the public; I have at the desire of some friends this year
presented you with a sheet and a half....” The additional pages include
information on tides, the passage of the sun throughout the year, the
rising of Venus, a table of distances from Boston to New York, and a
description of “how to make a sun dial by which a blind man may know
the hours of the days.”
This is one of two editions published in 1725 attributed to Bowen, the only
year in which two separate editions appeared. The other edition, printed
and sold in Boston by J. Franklin, was sixteen pages in length and is said
to be a pirated printing, primarily of the calculations and eclipse notes.
EVANS 2506. DRAKE 3013. ESTC W3634333.
$1500.

A Wonderful Letter from the Famed Antarctic Explorer
9. Byrd, Richard Evelyn, Rear Admiral: [TYPED LETTER, SIGNED
(“DICK”), FROM RICHARD BYRD TO POLAN BANKS, DISCUSSING BYRD’S EXPERIENCES IN THE WAR, THE POSSIBLITY
OF A FILM BEING MADE OF HIS LIFE, AND HIS DESIRE TO
RETURN TO ANTARCTICA]. Boston, Ma. May 14, 1946. [2]pp. on letterhead of “Naval Department / Office of the Chief of Naval Operations.”
Accompanied by the mailing envelope. Quarto. Fine. In a half morocco and
cloth folding box, leather labels.
An engaging and informative letter, in which Richard Byrd describes some
of his World War II experiences with the Navy, discusses the possibility of
a motion picture being made about his life and adventures, and mentions
his plans for a return to the South Pole. It is clear from the tone of the
letter that Byrd and Polan Banks shared a warm friendship.
Byrd’s letter is on Navy Department stationery, but he wrote it while he
was in Boston. During World War II, Captain Polan Banks served as chief
of the War Department’s stage and screen section. After the war Banks
completed a novel, entitled Carriage Entrance, a melodrama set among the
Creole aristocracy of New Orleans. The book was published by Putnam
in 1947 and made into the film, My Forbidden Past, in 1951. In this letter
Byrd compliments Banks on the completion of the novel, asks about its
forthcoming publication, and requests that Banks send him a copy.
Byrd moves on to discuss his aversion to public acclaim, despite his fame
as a polar explorer:
“As you have noted, I am still keeping out of the limelight. Perhaps I am
making a mistake. My friends tell me so. I have refused publicity on the
medal recently awarded me for my work at the front. The Department set
three dates for the presentation to me but I postponed it. Perhaps I will
reconsider, since apparently a number of people think that I have departed
the earth to explore another world. Congress voted a medal for our last
expedition, and on account of my men I may allow some publicity when it
is presented.”
Byrd then brings up the subject of a biographical movie based on his life,
which Banks had proposed before, and discusses his experiences in the Pacific at the close of the war, including “the Okinawa campaign (it was the
hottest of the war), the Kamakazes [sic], the daily attacks on the Japanese
mainland from the carriers, the signing of the Peace Terms on the Missouri,
getting ashore with the first amphibious forces, inspecting the atomic bomb
damage, strategic bombing, etc., etc.” Byrd closes by stating that “I am
still determined to go back to the South Pole next November and will get
working on that proposition as soon as I get a few weeks letup.” Richard
Byrd would indeed soon return to the Antarctic, in command of the Navy’s
“Operation Highjump” in late 1946 and into 1947.
$1250.

A Contemporary Collection of Colonial Imprints
10. Chauncy, Charles: [COLLECTION OF SIX SERMONS BY
CHARLES CHAUNCY, STITCHED TOGETHER AT AN EARLY
DATE]. Boston. 1739-1762. Six pamphlets, detailed below. Stitched
together in gutter margin with contemporary string. Light soiling. Titleleaf and half title of one sermon with some loss at bottom edge, affecting
part of imprint. A few contemporary ownership markings. Final leaf of
last pamphlet lacking. Still, very good, and in unsophisticated original
condition.
Charles Chauncy (1705-1787) was the minister of the First Church in
Boston for sixty years. He was one of the most influential ministers in New
England at the time. Many of his sermons were published, and he wrote
the first account in book form of Braddock’s defeat during the French and
Indian War. This collection stitches together six of his sermons, spanning
just over twenty years, including an interesting work on the missionary
efforts among the Mohawk Indians. The contents are as follows:
1) The Horrid Nature, and Enormous Guilt of Murder. A Sermon Preached at
the Thursday Lecture in Boston, November 19th, 1754. Boston: Thomas
Fleet, 1754. [3]-24pp. Lacks half title. Sermon preached on the day
of the execution of William Wieer for the murder of William Chism.
A quite early colonial work on murder. EVANS 7168. ESTC W20478.
2) The Only Compulsion Proper to Be Made Use of in the Affairs of Conscience
and Religion. A Sermon Preach’d at the Old Brick Meeting-House in Boston,
September 2d 1739. Boston: J. Draper for J. Edwards, 1739. [4],26pp.
EVANS 4349. ESTC W21414.
3) The Blessedness of the Dead Who Die in the Lord. A Sermon Preached the
Lord’s Day After the Funeral of Mrs. Anna Foxcroft, The Amiable and
Pious Consort of the Reverend Mr. Thomas Foxcroft.... Boston: Rogers and
Fowle, 1749. 31pp. Titlepage and half title with some loss, affecting
one word of imprint. EVANS 6298. ESTC W2734.
4) Marvellous Things Done by the Right Hand and Holy Arm of God in Getting
Him the Victory. A Sermon Preached the 18th Of July, 1745.... Boston:
T. Fleet, 1745. 23pp. Sermon preached for the “solemn thanksgiving
to almighty God, for the reduction of Cape-Breton by his Majesty’s
New-England forces, under the command of the honourable William
Pepperrell, Esq.” There was also a London edition printed the same
year. EVANS 5558. ESTC W20721.

5) The Counsel of Two Confederate Kings to Set the Son of Tabeal on the Throne,
Represented as Evil, in Its Natural Tendency And Moral Aspect. A Sermon
Occasion’d by the Present Rebellion in Favour of the Pretender. Preach’d
in Boston, at the Thursday-Lecture, February 6th. 1745,6. Boston: D.
Gookin, 1746. 43pp. EVANS 5752. ESTC W37624.
6) All Nations of the Earth Blessed in Christ, the Seed of Abraham. A Sermon
Preached at Boston, at the Ordination of the Rev. Mr. Joseph Bowman, to
the Work of the Gospel-Ministry, More Especially Among the MohawkIndians, on the Western Borders of New-England. Boston: John Draper,
1762. [2],viii,48 (of 50)pp. Concerns the missionary activity among
western Indians sponsored by the Society for the Propagating Christian Knowledge. Chauncy rails against the “popish corruption” to
which the Indians have been subjected, and calls for further missionary
work, especially among the Mohawks. EVANS 9088. ESTC W37169.
$4000.

Decades Worth of Records
of a Multi-Generational American Shipping Firm
11. [Delano, Benjamin]: [Delano, Joshua]: [SUBSTANTIAL ARCHIVE OF MANUSCRIPT DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE
DELANO FAMILY SHIPPING BUSINESS]. [Various locations in
Massachusetts, mostly Kingston and Boston, plus other locations such

as Plymouth, Halifax, and New Orleans. 1798-1870]. 192 manuscripts
documents, ranging from 2½ x 6 inches to 12 x 7½ inches, including a
handful of partially-printed forms. Occasional staining and foxing, a few
small holes, but overall very good.

An interesting and informative collection of documents relating to the
shipping activities of Benjamin and Joshua Delano, members of a prominent New England shipping family. The Delano shipping business was
based in Kingston, Massachusetts, where Delano’s Wharf, built by Benjamin in 1803, still stands. The lion’s share of the documents present
here pertain to Benjamin Delano. The documents are primarily account
sheets, invoices, and receipts, mostly for the purchase of a wide variety
of products, and date mainly from before 1844. It is a vital record of an
important New England family’s business dealings during the early years
of the developing American nation.
The products bought, services paid for, and occasional items sold by the
Delanos include gin, port wine, brandy, duck, cast iron pumps, lead pipe,
chain, nails, sugar, tea, fish, ivory knives, forks, paper, quills, pencils,
mahogany boxes, bird’s eye maple, flour, sweet oil, belaying pins, block
pins, bread, felt hats, barrels of cordial, coffee, pork, beef, rum, salt,
metal, sewing twine, tobacco, molasses, shoes, boots, chickens, turkeys,
hogs, veal, corn, and more.
The merchants with whom the Delanos trade are numerous and include
Luther Briggs, James Fuller, John R. Bradlee, Nathan Carruth, John M.
Marston, William Fisk, George Dana, Solomon Washburn, Joseph Clark,
Abner Alden, Rufus Ripley, Parker H. Pearce, Charles Cobb, Joseph Foster,
Charles Bartlett, Josiah Robbins, Jacob Hall, Lysander Bartlett, Josiah
Thatcher, Abraham Quincy, William Humphrey, and others.
The receipts are sometimes made out to “Captain” Benjamin or Joshua
Delano. An interesting receipt from April 1801 signed by Benjamin Delano

notes that he paid $200 for his brother Joshua regarding a “Voyage to
Martinico.” On November 4, 1804, Benjamin paid $13 to Samuel Dickson for painting a schooner. Benjamin bought flour and molasses from
John Kennedy of Boston on April 6, 1805. On April 7, 1806, Benjamin
enumerated a freight shipment from Boston to Kingston of nine staples
such as molasses, coffee, and flour, and also “wharfage,” “truckage,” currency exchange, and commissions. In February 1839, Benjamin purchased
pantaloons, a double-breasted vest, and the requisite thread, buttons, and
linings from a Kingston merchant named Justus Harlow. On April 24,
1838, Benjamin paid $7.50 for five days work to Philander Sampson. The
documents pertaining to Benjamin are all in a similar vein.
One document records that on December 27, 1799, Capt. Joshua Delano
purchased a litany of products from Samuel Harris, including gin, lisbon
wine, wine glasses, oil, mustard, tobacco, sugar, and soap. There is also
an accounting sheet listing expenses for Joshua Delano in 1801, including a schooner to Martinico, the same voyage mentioned above for which
Benjamin paid $200. The accounting sheet also lists purchases from Joshua
for coffee, rum, labor for unloading ships in Boston, and other business
expenses. Five folio pages from New Orleans in 1864 detail the costs
associated with maintaining a schooner called the Island Bell in Havana.
As with many American shipping companies, the Delano family made a
fair trade in the West Indies.
A deep and valuable collection of original manuscript documents relating
to an important Massachusetts shipping firm in the first half of the 19th
century, worthy of further research.
$1750.

Clicking on any item – text or image – will take you to our website
for easy ordering and to view any additional images.

Key manuscript document, written and signed
by Oliver Ellsworth, revealing the interaction between the colonies during the earliest
stages of the American Revolution, and the
financial interchanges that fueled the rebellion. Ellsworth served in several Connecticut
government positions during the Revolution,
including as a delegate to the Continental
Congress. He was one of the five-member
committee that drafted the Constitution at
the Constitutional Convention in 1787, playing an important role in the drafting of the
Connecticut Compromise, which gave equal
representation to large and small states in the
Senate; Ellsworth left the Convention, however,
before the final draft was completed and is not
counted among the Signers. He subsequently
served as a U.S. Senator (1789-96) and as the
third Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

Ellsworth Authorizes the Militia
at the Beginning of the Revolution
12. Ellsworth, Oliver: [AUTOGRAPH DOCUMENT, SIGNED BY
OLIVER ELLSWORTH AND THOMAS SEYMOUR, AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO THE FAIRFIELD MILITIA DURING THE
FIRST MONTHS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION]. Hartford.
November 30, 1775. [1]p., 6 x 8 inches, ten lines of text; docketed on
verso. Old fold lines. Minor soiling. Near fine.

Following the alarm raised by the battles
at Lexington and Concord in April 1775,
militiamen from across the colonies gathered at Boston – this body would become
the Continental Army, and the Revolutionary
War had begun. In this document, Ellsworth
and Thomas Seymour authorize Connecticut
Treasurer Jonathan Lawrence to “Pay the Select Men of Fairfield Five
pounds Five Shilling & nine pence in Bills – in part the Expence of the
Inhabitants of sd. Town who marched towards Boston & to N. York in
Alarm last Spring – & Necessaries supplied the Rifle Battalion marching thru this colony to camp at Cambridge....” Signed by Ellsworth and
Seymour on the recto, and by Thaddeus Burr, acknowledging receipt of
the funds, on the verso, along with docketing.
A wonderful piece, in lovely condition, from the opening months of the
Revolution.
$1350.

Selling Housewares and Hardware in Federal-Era Boston
13. Foster, James: FRESH IMPORTED HARD-WARE GOODS.
JAMES FOSTER, AT HIS STORE, No. 7 ANN STREET, AND
No. 7 NORTH SIDE THE MARKET, [BOSTON] IMPORTS, AND
HAS FOR SALE, AN EXTENSIVE ASSORTMENT OF CUTLERY,
IRONMONGERY, AND HARD-WARE GOODS.... [Boston. ca. 1805].
Letterpress broadside, 11¾ x 7¾ inches. “Boston” inscribed in ink after
“Market,” on recto. Manuscript receipt on verso, dated August 10, 1805
and signed by James Foster. Old folds, three-inch closed tear at left edge
of center fold (no loss to text), moderate foxing. Very good.
Well-preserved broadside advertising James Foster’s hardware store in
two locations. Foster offers just about everything, from spoons, nails,
a variety of cast iron goods, and hooks, to “windowblind hinges,” “best
English glue,” “pewter and japanned wares” and even “English, Dutch and
American gunpowder.” Text at the bottom of the broadside notes that
Foster is willing to barter his goods for “hollow ware, cut and wrought
nails, scythes, hoes and shovels.” The manuscript receipt on the verso,
signed by Foster, lists “thumb latches” and “chest locks” among other
items, with accounting in both pounds and shillings, and dollars and cents.
While undoubtedly abundant at the time, advertising broadsides like these
rarely survived unless they were pressed into service as receipts, as in this
case. Foster is listed in the 1805 Boston Directory at his “no. 7, N. side
market” address and in 1806 at the Ann Street address.
We could find no copy listed in OCLC. A significant source of information on the selling – and buying – of goods in early 19th century Boston.
$650.

Gifted by the Author’s Daughter
14. Foxcroft, Thomas: OBSERVATIONS HISTORICAL AND
PRACTICAL ON THE RISE AND PRIMITIVE STATE OF NEWENGLAND. WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE OLD AND
FIRST GATHER’D CHURCH IN BOSTON. Boston: Printed by S.
Kneeland and T. Green, for S. Gerrish in Cornhill, 1730. [8],46pp. Half
title. Antique-style half calf and marbled boards. Ex-Newberry Library,
with their small ink stamp on the half title, titlepage, and several internal
leaves. Half title and title-leaf restored along gutter, first leaf of dedication with an old repair, obscuring five full lines and fourteen half-lines
of text. A good plus copy.
A nice association copy, bearing an inscription in a slightly later hand
on the half title reading, “Lydia Abbot’s Book the gift of Mrs. Abigail
Foxcroft,” and in the same hand (presumably Lydia Abbot’s): “Lydia Abbot her book.” Abigail Foxcroft (d. 1803) was apparently the daughter
of the author.
First and only edition of this “valuable tract, compiled from original
sources” (Sabin). Foxcroft, minister of the First Church of Boston, reviews the history of a century of Puritan New England, their religious
mission, and the example the forefathers set for his own flock. Called
“very scarce” in the Brinley sale catalogue.
EVANS 3280. ESTC W28699. HOWES F309, “aa.” SABIN 25399.
BRINLEY SALE 1588.
$1500.

Classic Portrait of Franklin,
the Rustic Genius from the Colonies
15. [Franklin, Benjamin]: BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. NÉ À BOSTON,
DANS LA NOUVELLE ANGLETERRE LE 17 JANVIER 1706 [caption title]. [Augsburg: Johann Martin Will, ca. 1778]. Mezzotint portrait,
13¾ x 10¼ inches. Trimmed, but not too closely. Small closed tear at top
edge of image, barely perceptible. Quite clean. Very good.
Portrait of Benjamin Franklin engraved by Johann Martin Will after the
original image by Charles-Nicolas Cochin. The portrait shows Franklin
standing, wearing a fur hat and spectacles, facing right in three-quarter
length profile. In his right hand he holds a folded sheet of paper, while
his left hand rests atop another folded sheet on a table; an ink stand, quill,
and pen knife are also present, along with wax and a seal. The original
engraving by Cochin merely shows Franklin’s head, topped with his
famous fur hat, but many imitators embraced this image after its initial
publication. Franklin’s portrait was created upon his arrival in France
as a commissioner from the newly independent United States. Sellers
says of the image: “Because of it, the sensational fact of Franklin’s arrival
in France and the sensational costume which so effectively dramatized
his role as envoy from the New World to the Old reached every part of
Europe, creating an image of tremendous value to Franklin’s purpose.”
A fine variant of this iconic and historically important image.
SELLERS, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN IN PORTRAITURE, pp.227-31.
$3750.

plates (including frontispiece), five of
them tinted, one colored. 12mo text:
Contemporary three-quarter calf and
pebbled cloth, spine gilt. Moderate shelf wear. Scattered foxing and
tanning. Overall very good. Oblong
quarto atlas: Original pictorial front
wrapper bound into modern blue
morocco, gilt (rear wrapper lacking).
Bookplate on front pastedown. Front
wrapper and a few plates modestly
tanned, offsetting onto titlepage.
Very good.

Text and Atlas Together, with Interesting West Indies Views
16. Govenius, Johan Oskar Laurentius: FREGATTEN NORRKÖPINGS
EXPEDITION 1861-1862... [with:] LITHOGRAFISKA SKIZZER FRAN
FREGATTEN NORRKÖPINGS EXPEDITION TILL AMERIKA
OCH WESTINDIEN 1861-62. Goteborg and Stockholm. 1862, [1863].
Text volume: [4],476pp. Volume of plates: 40pp. plus twelve lithographic

before is also included here.

The complete account, including the
rare volume of lithographs illustrating travels of the Swedish frigate,
Norrköping, to Swedish possessions
in the West Indies and visits to North
American cities. The Norrköping
was sent to protect Swedish shipping
during the American Civil War. The
author was the ship minister on this
cruise. The fine lithographic views
illustrate the frigate at sea as well
as an American steamship, and the
first published view of Gustavia on
St. Bart’s, where the ship called on
Sweden’s only overseas colony. The
author appears to have been much
taken by the theatrical and musical
atmosphere of Boston, and includes
three plates illustrating dancers and
singers with their minstrels. Govenius’ detailed text issued a year

“Excellent chapters on Boston and on American women and family life”
– Larson. Not in Sabin. The NUC locates only two copies of the lithographic volume (Yale and New York State Library) and two copies of the
text volume (Yale and Newberry Library), and Larson adds a copy of the
text at the University of Texas.
LARSON 262, 263.
$1750.

An interesting American color plate book, a handsome album of views printed on satin, with quotations from Shakespeare printed on the text leaves.
This series of prints was advertised by Prang in his
Holiday Catalogue for 1888-89. The prospectus,
which is laid in, reads:
“A volume of beautiful quotations from Shakespeare, each illustrated by a full-page illustration
from water-color sketches taken on the spot by
Louis K. Harlow. All the interesting and now
familiar scenes of Shakespeare’s birthplace and
early life are here depicted, with such extracts
from the great poet’s writings as fitly describe the
spot or appear to have been themselves suggested
by it. To any true lover of Shakespeare this book
is a most fitting gift. The contents include the
Poet’s Home, the Grammar School, the West Gate,
Guy’s Mill, Warwick Castle, Kenilworth Castle,
the West Tower, the Old Mill, Anne Hathaway’s
Cottage, the Weir’s Walk, Holy Trinity Church,
the Avenue, the Tomb, and other beautiful scenes
of the village and its surroundings.”
The suite was issued in single prints or bound
as in the present volume, which is a very deluxe
production.

Lovely Color Plates, Printed on Satin
17. Harlow, Louis K.: THE HOME OF SHAKESPEARE. ARTIST’S
PROOFS ON SATIN. Boston: L. Prang & Co., 1888. [10] leaves of text
and eight plates. With prospectus and publisher’s advertisements laid in.
Oblong folio. Original publisher’s padded leather binding, gilt, a.e.g.
Corners, head and foot of spine lightly worn. Some sun fading and rubbing to spine and covers. Internally clean and fresh. Very good.

Louis Prang was the greatest American chromolithographer of the postCivil War era. His Boston firm produced a huge variety of material from
valentines to large books such as Hayden and Moran’s famed Yellowstone
Park portfolio, issued in 1876. Early in his career he produced several
notable works illustrating the Civil War in partnership with Winslow
Homer, including Homer’s first book, Campaign Sketches. By the time
Prang produced this work, he was the leading color printer in the country.
Scarce and lovely.
$850.

The Famous Hutchinson Letters Leaked by Franklin
18. [Hutchinson, Thomas]: THE LETTERS OF GOVERNOR
HUTCHINSON, AND LIEUT. GOVERNOR OLIVER, &c. PRINTED
AT BOSTON. AND REMARKS THEREON. WITH THE ASSEMBLY’S ADDRESS, AND THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE LORDS
COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL. TOGETHER WITH THE SUBSTANCE OF MR. WEDDERBURN’S SPEECH RELATING TO
THOSE LETTERS. AND THE REPORT OF THE LORDS COMMITTEE TO HIS MAJESTY IN COUNCIL. London. 1774. [4],142pp.
Half title. Late 19th-century wrappers, typed paper label. Spine worn,
additional minor wear to extremities, slight dust soiling. Very good. Untrimmed. With four pages of Benjamin Franklin’s Political, Miscellaneous,
and Philosophical Pieces... (London, 1799) in neat contemporary manuscript
facsimile laid in. The inserted text concerns a partial defense of Franklin
in the face of Wedderburn’s harsh assaults on his character.
Second edition. This edition was edited by Israel Mauduit and printed
to defend his friend, Gov. Hutchinson. These letters by Hutchinson
were leaked by a party unknown, but probably Benjamin Franklin, who
was then still in London as agent for Pennsylvania and assistant postmaster for the American colonies. The mistrust of colonial intentions
revealed in the letters created a firestorm of criticism in Boston and led
to Hutchinson’s literally fleeing the colony. “Publication of these letters
– copies of which Franklin had secured in London – fanned revolutionary
sentiment in America more than any other book of the period” – Howes.
This volume also prints the proceedings of Franklin’s grilling before the
Privy Council. After Franklin’s appearance and the famed assault on his
character by Wedderburn, he was stripped of his post office sinecure, and
his position in London was made difficult. The whole incident was a
major escalation of the Revolutionary tensions in the American colonies,
and the cause of Franklin’s final disillusionment with the British ministry.
AMERICAN CONTROVERSY 73-5e. SABIN 34072. HOWES H851.
$1750.

Ratifying the Constitution in Massachusetts
19. [Massachusetts]: DEBATES, RESOLUTIONS AND OTHER
PROCEEDINGS, OF THE CONVENTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, CONVENED AT BOSTON,
ON THE 9th OF JANUARY 1788, AND CONTINUED UNTIL
THE 7th OF FEBRUARY FOLLOWING, FOR THE PURPOSE
OF ASSENTING TO AND RATIFYING THE CONSTITUTION
RECOMMENDED BY THE GRAND FEDERAL CONVENTION.
TOGETHER WITH THE YEAS AND NAYS ON THE DECISION
OF THE GRAND QUESTION. TO WHICH THE FEDERAL
CONSTITUTION IS PREFIXED. Boston: Printed and sold by Adams
and Nourse, Benjamin Russell...and Edmund Freeman..., 1788. 219pp.
19th-century three-quarter morocco and cloth, gilt. Extremities lightly
worn. Titlepage moderately foxed, otherwise light foxing and toning. A
good, solid copy.
“These Debates were recorded by printers representing the Massachusetts
Centinel and Independent Chronicle in Boston and were reprinted from
them. A later edition (1856) included the official journal and notes on the
debates kept by Theophilus Parsons, a delegate to the state convention
and later chief justice of the Massachusetts Supreme Court.
“The ratification process in Massachusetts was viewed with anxiety by
supporters of the Constitution throughout the nation. Massachusetts
was a key state, and it was thought that actions there might determine
the ultimate fate of the Constitution. The struggle was hard, bitter, and
characterized by wild rumor and allegations of corrupt behavior....The
Federalist strategy was to ratify the Constitution first and then consider
amendments to it....On February 6 the Constitution was endorsed by
the narrow vote of 187 to 168. Massachusetts became the sixth state to
ratify....Massachusetts was the first state to propose amendments along
with ratification, setting a pattern for the states that followed. All except
Maryland and Rhode Island were to ratify and simultaneously propose
amendments” – Liberty’s Legacy. The debates of other states were also
extensively published. That of Virginia, where many of the leaders of the
Revolution were delegates, appeared in two volumes in 1788.
LIBERTY’S LEGACY USC-25. EVANS 21242. SABIN 45702. REESE,
FEDERAL HUNDRED 21.
$4000.

A Massachusetts Muster Roll
for King George’s War, 1746
20. [Massachusetts Militia]: A MUSTER-ROLL OF THE
COMPANY IN HIS MAJESTY’S SERVICE, [AT BOSTON]
UNDER THE COMMAND OF [CALEB KENRICK OF
NOTON] CAPTAIN [caption title]. [Boston? N.d., but ca.
1746]. Broadside, 16 x 12½ inches, accomplished in manuscript.
Location and name of commander in caption title and date of
composition of muster roll are in manuscript, as is remainder
of recto and left half of verso. Old folds. Minor age-toning, a
few small spots, ink smudges, and small tears at folds. A good
copy. Framed.
An extremely rare printed broadside form, recording in manuscript
the muster roll of the Massachusetts militia company under the
command of Captain Caleb Kenrick of Newton during King
George’s War of 1744-48. The roll documents the names of
each man in the company, his rank and pay, with information
provided in manuscript in the appropriate printed columns.
On the verso the men have individually signed to acknowledge receipt of their wages. New England provided numerous
troops for England’s military engagements against the French
in Canada during King George’s War, which ended the war of
the Austrian Succession.
An extremely rare mid-18th-century Massachusetts broadside.
Ford locates a single copy at the Massachusetts Historical Society.
FORD 853.
$4250.

Early Issue of an Early Boston Newspaper
21. [Massachusetts Newspaper]: THE NEW ENGLAND WEEKLY
JOURNAL CONTAINING THE MOST REMARKABLE OCCURRENCES FOREIGN & DOMESTICK. [Boston: Printed by S. Kneeland &
T. Green], April 8, 1728. [2]pp., printed in two columns. Small folio. Tanned,
some staining. Old folds, with paper repairs (affecting a few words of text) at
folds and in lower margin. Good.
An early issue (number fifty-five) of this important early American newspaper. The New England Weekly Journal was published in Boston between 1727
and 1741, and was one of the nation’s first weekly papers. It was founded as
a literary paper not unlike the London Spectator, but with a decidedly more
religious character. This is hardly surprising given that its printers, Samuel
Kneeland and Timothy Green, were the foremost printers of religious tracts
in Massachusetts for much of the 18th century. In 1741 the paper joined with
the Boston Gazette to become The Boston Gazette and Weekly Journal, which
continued until the dissolution of Green and Kneeland’s partnership in 1752.
This brief issue manages to fit quite a few interesting stories and advertisements into its two pages. The news of the day includes the appointment of
Robert Hunter as royal governor of Jamaica, the appointment of a new royal
physician and master of horse, news of a natural disaster in Naples, as well
as various other notable deaths and goings-on. Of particular interest are two
seemingly unconnected stories which are nonetheless deeply intertwined.
The first is dated London, November 11 [1727], and notes that “The Fever
which raged here and in the Country is very much abated,” but continues to
grow in the Netherlands. The following story is sourced from Falmouth, and
tells the unusual tale of a group of several hundred tin miners who went on
a rampage, stealing grain from several towns in the region while crying “We
come for Corn, and Corn we will have!” The 1727 food riot in Falmouth was
occasioned by a famine which struck the English midlands – a famine brought
on by a lack of healthy farmers due to the ongoing flu epidemic.
Other news items include the number of burials in Boston (“Five Whites,
One Black,”), the number of baptisms, a list of those who came and went
through the customs house, and a series of printer’s and private advertisements. These promote several religious tracts, William Sewel’s history of the
Quakers, and other publications. There are also two advertisements for the
sale of enslaved Blacks (“A very Likely Negro Woman who can do Household
Work” and “A very Likely negro Girl, about 13 or 14 years of age”), and an
advertisement announcing the opening of “a School...for the Instruction of
Negro’s, in Reading, Catechizing, & Writing if required, if any are so well
inclined as to send their Servants to said School.” A particularly interesting
issue of this important and early American newspaper.
EVANS 2928. BRIGHAM I, p.325.
$1500.

The Son Pays Homage
22. [Mather, Samuel]: Jennings, David: AN ABRIDGMENT OF
THE LIFE OF THE LATE REVEREND AND LEARNED DR.
COTTON MATHER, OF BOSTON IN NEW-ENGLAND. TAKEN
FROM THE ACCOUNT OF HIM PUBLISHED BY HIS SON, THE
REVEREND MR. SAMUEL MATHER...By David Jennings. London.
1744. xii,[4],143,[1]pp. 12mo. 19th-century three-quarter morocco and
marbled boards, neatly rebacked with original gilt spine laid down. Minor
foxing to text. Very good.
Abridged biography of the important New England divine, Cotton Mather.
This work was also issued as part of Jennings’ Instructions to Ministers of
the same year.
EUROPEAN AMERICANA 744/146. HOLMES, MINOR MATHERS
76-b. SABIN 36038. ESTC 77813.
$750.

“...an universal alarm against
the authority of Parliament...” – John Adams
23. Mayhew, Jonathan: A DEFENCE OF THE OBSERVATIONS
ON THE CHARTER AND CONDUCT OF THE SOCIETY FOR
THE PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL IN FOREIGN PARTS,
AGAINST AN ANONYMOUS PAMPHLET FALSLY [sic] INTITLED,
A CANDID EXAMINATION OF DR. MAYHEW’S OBSERVATIONS, &c. AND ALSO AGAINST THE LETTER TO A FRIEND
ANNEXED THERETO, SAID TO CONTAIN A SHORT VINDICATION OF SAID SOCIETY. BY ONE OF ITS MEMBERS. BY
JONATHAN MAYHEW, D.D. PASTOR OF THE WEST CHURCH
IN BOSTON. Boston. 1763. 144pp. Dbd. Minor dust soiling. Near fine.
In a half morocco and cloth box.
This work recapitulates and extends Jonathan Mayhew’s 1763 argument
with the Church of England’s Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
in Foreign Parts. John Adams later wrote the following about Mayhew
and the controversy:
“To draw the character of Mayhew, would be to transcribe a dozen volumes.
This transcendent genius threw all the weight of his great fame into the
scale of his country in 1761, and maintained it there with zeal and ardor
till his death, in 1766. In 1763 appeared the controversy between him
and Mr. Apthorp, Mr. Caner, Dr. Johnson, and Archbishop Secker, on the
charter and conduct of the Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign
Parts...If any gentleman supposes this controversy to be nothing to the
present purpose, he is grossly mistaken. It spread an universal alarm against
the authority of Parliament. It excited a general and just apprehension,
that bishops, and dioceses, and churches, and priests, and tithes, were to
be imposed on us by Parliament. It was known that neither king, nor
ministry, nor archbishops, could appoint bishops in America, without an
act of Parliament; and if Parliament could tax us, they could establish the
Church of England, with all its creeds, articles, tests, ceremonies, and
tithes, and prohibit all other churches, as conventicles and schism shops.”
Rare; no copy appears in auction records since 1974.
EVANS 9442. SABIN 47130. John Adams, “The Meaning of the American
Revolution” in Niles’ Weekly Register, March 7, 1818.
$2500.

three-quarter morocco and pebbled cloth, gilt emblem on
front boards, spines gilt, raised bands, a.e.g. Very minor
foxing and offsetting. Overall very good.

With 192 Plates by Prang
24. Meehan, Thomas: THE NATIVE FLOWERS AND FERNS OF THE
UNITED STATES IN THEIR BOTANICAL, HORTICULTURAL,
AND POPULAR ASPECTS. Boston. 1878-1880. Four volumes bound
in two. ix,192, v,200; ix,196, 204pp., plus forty-eight chromolithographed
plates in each volume, for a total of 192 plates. Quarto. Contemporary

Meehan was an Englishman, trained at Kew, who moved to
Germantown, Pennsylvania in 1853, where he spent the rest
of his life running a nursery and editing various gardening
periodicals. This is his masterwork, and one of the leading authorities
on ferns in America. It is also a notable 19th-century American color
plate book, issued by Prang of Boston, the leading chromolithographer of
the period. The first volume comprises the entire first series, the second
volume contains the second series.
TAXONOMIC LITERATURE 5783. McGRATH, pp.145-46. BENNETT,
p.75.
$2500.

Mormon Fanaticism!
25. Parsons, Tyler: MORMON FANATICISM EXPOSED. A COMPENDIUM OF THE BOOK OF MORMON, OR JOSEPH SMITH’S
GOLDEN BIBLE. Boston. 1842. 104pp. Original blue printed wrappers.
Slight edge wear. Moderate foxing. Very good. In a green cloth slipcase.
Second edition, after the first of the previous year. Parsons’ work, the
product of a series of debates held between himself and Mormon Elder
Freeman Nickerson in Boston in June 1841, discusses the Nauvoo Legion
and the probability that Mormons will become a political and military
power in the West. An early and intriguing anti-Mormon expository which
makes plain the sort of prejudice Mormons were facing in the East. “I
am not aware that the Mormons claim the privilege of polygamy as yet.
I presume they will, when they revise their creed” – Sabin.
SABIN 58915. FLAKE 6145. HOWES P108. CRAWLEY 126 (note).
$3000.

A Crucial Revolutionary Pamphlet
26. Quincy, Josiah, Jr.: OBSERVATIONS ON THE ACT OF PARLIAMENT, COMMONLY CALLED THE BOSTON PORT-BILL; WITH
THOUGHTS ON CIVIL SOCIETY AND STANDING ARMIES.
London: Reprinted for Edward and Charles Dilly, 1774. [6],80pp. Lacks
the half title. 20th-century half morocco and cloth, spine gilt. Extremities
worn. Light foxing. About very good. In a half morocco and cloth folder.
This pamphlet presents a strong indictment of the bill, which established
the blockade of the Boston harbor. The Boston Port Bill was the first of
the Intolerable Acts passed against Boston in the wake of the Boston Tea
Party in December 1773. It galvanized public opinion in the colonies
and led directly to the calling of the First Continental Congress. Quincy
was a leading figure in Massachusetts patriotic circles. In this work he
excoriates Parliament for punishment of a whole community in response
to the acts of private persons, likewise attacking standing armies as “armed
monsters”; “fatal to religion, morals, and social happiness” as well as liberty.
An important argument against the Crown’s unjust actions, and a critical
political expression of the Revolution. This is the first British edition.
HOWES Q18. ESTC T96311. SABIN 67192. AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE 132c. REESE, REVOLUTIONARY HUNDRED 18 (ref).
$6500.

plus [4]pp. brochure. Original tan
printed wrappers. Light vertical
crease. Contemporary ink stamp
on front cover. A few minor stains.
Near fine.

With Interesting Map and Plates
27. [Showalter Mortgage Co.]: ADVANTAGES OFFERED BY KANSAS FOR SAFE INVESTMENTS. STATISTICAL EXHIBITS, ILLUSTRATED WITH COLORED DIAGRAMS. ALSO ILLUSTRATIONS SHOWING DEVELOPMENT AND RAPID PROGRESS OF
AGRICULTURE IN SOUTH-CENTRAL KANSAS, TOGETHER
WITH A COUNTY MAP OF THE STATE. Boston. [1885]. 38pp.

Pamphlet extolling the virtues of
the Showalter Mortgage Co., which provided loans to Kansas farmers,
with offices in Boston and Wellington, Kansas. The pamphlet gives
the history of the company, its ideology and methods, and provides an
overview of the history and current status of the state of Kansas, with
illustrations and colored graphs. The plates focus in particular on the
Mennonite settlements in Kansas. Several testimonials are included at
the end of the text, and a testimonial promotional brochure is laid in.
Only a handful of copies on OCLC.
$950.

A Yale Man Leaves His Faith
28. Thayer, John: RELACION DE LA CONVERSION DEL SR.
JUAN THAYER, ANTES MINISTRO PROTESTANTE EN BOSTON EN LA AMERICA SEPTENTRIONAL, Y CONVERTIDO A
LA RELIGION CATOLICA EN ROMA EL DIA 25 DE MAYO DE
1783. ESCRITA POR EL MISMO: SE AÑADEN DOS CARTAS...
TRADUCIDO DEL FRANCES. Barcelona: La viuda Piferrer, [1788].
96pp. Contemporary Spanish dyed calf, spine gilt. Very light dampstaining
and foxing in margins, a few minor instances of soiling. A very good copy.
The scarce first Spanish edition of John Thayer’s account of his conversion
to Roman Catholicism after originally training to be a Congregational
minister. Thayer received a degree from Yale in 1779, and later went to
France, hoping to become Benjamin Franklin’s personal chaplain. Franklin
was having none of it, and the rejected Thayer converted to Catholicism
in 1783. First printed in London in 1787, this popular work went through
numerous editions and translations. Before 1800, versions were published
in Dutch, French, German, Latin, Portuguese, and Spanish. This Barcelona edition, translated from a French printing, includes two letters.
The first is a letter from the author to his brother answering some of his
sibling’s objections to his conversion; the second is from a young English
woman who was received by Thayer into the Catholic Church, written
after her first communion. While in Europe, “as a result of theological
controversies with priests in France and in Rome, and a reputed miracle
of which he had first-hand knowledge, he entered the Roman Catholic
Church....Ordained, June 2, 1787, by the archbishop of Paris, he was
lionized by ecclesiastics as the first converted American divine, who had
grand plans for the conversion of his fellow Puritans....After two years in
the London mission, Thayer set forth for Boston, where his arrival (Jan. 4,
1790) and early activities attracted numerous notices in the New England
press....In Boston, his tactless zeal, his uncompromising Puritan spirit,
his uneasiness under ecclesiastical restraint, and his egotism prevented
any degree of success” – DAB.
SABIN 95253. PALAU 331310. OCLC 7571052. DAB XVIII, pp.4067.
$3500.

Another British Outrage on the Road to Revolution
29. [Townshend Acts]: AN ACT TO ENABLE HIS MAJESTY TO
PUT THE CUSTOMS, AND OTHER DUTIES, IN THE BRITISH
DOMINIONS IN AMERICA, AND THE EXECUTION OF THE
LAWS RELATING TO TRADE THERE...[caption title]. London:
Printed by Mark Baskett...and by the Assigns of Robert Baskett, 1767.
[2],563-566pp. Folio. Dbd. Near fine.
An official Parliamentary printing of one of the infamous Townshend Acts.
These acts, which came after the highly-resented Stamp Act of 1765, levied
further antagonizing duties on the American colonies for such imports
as glass, lead, paint, and tea. They also created a reorganized Board of
Customs Commissioners in Boston to collect taxes and to enforce other
revenue measures. They became known as the Townshend Acts after
Charles Townshend, the Chancellor of the Exchequer and effective leader
of government at the time. The tensions resulting from these acts led
to writings such as John Dickinson’s famous Letters from a Pennsylvania
Farmer (1768) and ultimately to the bloodshed of the Boston Massacre.
Parliament eventually repealed the Townshend Acts, except for the tax on
tea, but the effects of the measures sat heavy with the American colonists,
and were an important element in the British government’s alienation of
the colonies that led to the American Revolution.
The present act authorized King George III to create a new five-member
Customs Board for the North American colonies based in Boston. Because a board in England had overseen the collection of the customs,
smuggling was rampant and enforcement was sporadic. The new board
increased enforcement, and clashes with smugglers in the colonies led to
occupation of Boston by British troops. This occupation in turn led to
the Boston Massacre, and the rest is history.
ESTC records just five individual institutional copies, at Lincoln’s Inn
Library, Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Tulane, the University of
North Carolina, and the University of Virginia.
ESTC N56983. REESE, REVOLUTIONARY HUNDRED 8 (all acts).
$1000.

Rare Presbyterian Catechism
30. [Westminster Assembly of Divines]: THE SHORTER CATECHISM OF THE REVEREND ASSEMBLY OF DIVINES, WITH
PROOFS THEREOF OUT OF THE SCRIPTURES...FOR THE
BENEFIT OF CHRISTIANS IN GENERAL.... Boston: Printed by William M’Alpine, 1768. 33pp. Sewn into contemporary plain paper wrappers,
manuscript paper label. Contemporary ink inscriptions on titlepage (the
word “Catechism” beside title) and verso of terminal leaf (signatures of
Eunice Barnard and Hepzibah Flagg). Wrappers worn. Titlepage creased
and slightly chipped near gutter, affecting a few words of text. Fore-edge
of second leaf frayed, with loss of several words on pp.3-4. Wear and mild
foxing and soiling throughout. Good. In a half morocco and cloth box.
A very rare Boston catechism, this issue not in Evans, Bristol, or Shipton
& Mooney. The so-called “Shorter Catechism” was codified in 1647 by
the Westminster Assembly and remains to this day part of the doctrinal
standards of many Presbyterian churches. It was first printed in America
at Cambridge in 1665 and frequently reprinted, though many of these are
represented by a single surviving copy. The single other known copy is
held by the American Antiquarian Society and has a damaged titlepage.
The AAS copy of a variant of this issue (Evans 11115) lacks pages 29-[34].
ESTC W24488. EVANS 11115 (variant).
$4250.

Clicking on any item – text or image – will take you to our website
for easy ordering and to view any additional images.

9½ x 12 inches and mounted on a heavy card,
15½ x 19 inches. Half titles. Large folio. Gathered signatures, laid into original half cloth and
paper board portfolios, paper labels on covers.
Portfolios shaken and worn, particularly along
spines. Minor dust soiling in margins. A few plates
with slightly greater edge wear. Contemporary
ownership inscription on paper labels. Overall,
images bright and clean. Very good.
From an edition limited to 500 copies. An impressive tour of Boston municipal architecture,
divided into two parts. The first part features
“schoolhouse architecture” almost entirely, while
the second part features hospitals, institutions, and
miscellaneous buildings. The text accompanying
each portfolio offers a detailed description of the
buildings illustrated in the large plates. In the
plates, the buildings are usually shown from the
front; but these views are often supplemented
by side, detail, or interior shots. Some of the
plates are photographic reproductions of relevant
architectural plans.

With 150 Photographic Plates and Plans
of 19th-Century Boston Architecture

“Wheelwright’s architectural imagination was
wide; he sought the monumental, the classic solution. Stylistically he was catholic, even erratic.
Some of his schools are Italianate, some Georgian, some rather nondescript; the half-timber
of the hospitals and the Marine Park Bath House
[illustrated here] is blatant....Yet in all the work
there is counter-trend apparent, based on strict
practicality and basic simplicity; and some of the
municipal work, like the Hook and Ladder House No. 1 and the Eustic
School [both also shown here], has a colonial style remarkably pure and
charming for its date” – DAB.

31. [Wheelwright, Edmund March]: Chandler, Francis W., editor:
PART I. MUNICIPAL ARCHITECTURE IN BOSTON FROM
DESIGNS BY EDMUND M. WHEELWRIGHT, CITY ARCHITECT. Boston: Bates & Guild Company, 1898. Two volumes. [6],80pp.
plus fifty photographic plates; [4],52,[8]pp., including numerous in-text
illustrations and plans, plus 100 loose photographic plates. Each plate is

An unparalleled visual exhibition of Boston civic infrastructure at the
close of the 19th century, and an important American architectural work.
Wheelwright is perhaps best known for being a founding member of the
Harvard Lampoon. He later designed the publication’s enigmatic Lampoon Castle in 1909.
DAB XX, pp.61-62.
$1000.

The Deluxe Edition
32. Whitefield, Edwin: HOMES OF OUR FOREFATHERS IN BOSTON, OLD ENGLAND, AND BOSTON, NEW ENGLAND FROM
ORIGINAL DRAWINGS BY EDWIN WHITEFIELD. Boston: E.
Whitefield, 1889. [5],3-5,9-[139]pp. including sixty-three chromolithographic plates (including frontispiece) and one heliochrome plate. Large
quarto. Original three-quarter red morocco and cloth, stamped and lettered in gilt, raised bands, t.e.g. Morocco rubbed, front hinge cracked,
rear hinge loosening. Internally near fine.

Deluxe large-paper first edition in the original binding. Of all of the Whitefield
books, it is likely that this
one records the largest percentage of houses that no longer exist. This volume is especially interesting
for the frontispiece to the second (Boston, New England) part, a colored
photographic view of the Old State House. A so-called “heliochrome,”
printed by the Heliotype Printing Co., the print is an early example of
a colored photographic plate; in it, color has been printed on top of a
photographic image, imbuing it with an “oddly three-dimensional quality” (Reese).
HITCHCOCK 1396. McGRATH, p.163. BENNETT, p.112. REESE,
STAMPED WITH A NATIONAL CHARACTER 109. Bettina Norton,
EDWIN WHITEFIELD (1977), pp.143-44.
$600.

