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Accomplished in Manuscript
A Royal Navy Appointment in Antigua
1. [Antigua]: [PRINTED LETTER OF APPOINTMENT, COMPLETED
IN MANUSCRIPT, SIGNED BY REAR-ADMIRAL RICHARD TYRRLL,
“COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF HIS MAJESTY’S SHIPS AND VESSELS,
EMPLOYED, AND TO BE EMPLOYED, AT BARBADOES, AND THE
LEEWARD ISLANDS, AND THE SEAS ADJACENT”]. [Noted in manuscript:] Saint Johns Road, Antigua. 1763. [1]p., docketed on verso. Folio. Minor
staining. Good, with paper seal attached.
The letter appoints Mr. Frederick Graves master of the H.M.S. Vanguard, “and
for so doing this shall be your Warrant.” Docketed on the verso by the Navy
Office in 1764 confirming Graves’ pay as Master. Probably printed in Antigua,
where a good deal of ephemera was printed for naval use.
$600.

Attractive Naval Illustrations
2. [Boston Marine Society]: [ENGRAVED CERTIFICATE COMPLETED IN
MANUSCRIPT, CERTIFYING CAPT. LYMAN HUNT’S ELECTION TO
THE BOSTON MARINE SOCIETY]. Boston. November 10, 1828. Broadside,
9¼ x 17¼ inches. Old fold lines. Lightly foxed; two inch tear at the bottom along
one of the folds. Wax seal cracked but intact. About very good.
Engraved certificate illustrated with seven nautical vignettes, including long boats
surrounding a whale, a ship dashed against the rocks, and Trident in his chariot.
The certificate reads, “These are to certify that Capt. Lyman Hunt was by a
majority of votes regularly admitted a Member of the Boston Marine Society at
a meeting held the 4th day of Novem., 1828.” It is signed and dated, November
10, by the president and secretary of the Society.
$500.

Documenting Chinese Servitude in Cuba
3. [Chinese Indentured Servitude in Cuba]: [COLLECTION OF TWENTY-TWO CONTRACTS FOR INDENTURED CHINESE LABORERS
IN CUBA IN THE 1860s AND 1870s]. Cuba. [ca. 1865-1875]. Twenty-two
partially-printed forms on folio sheets, completed in manuscript in a variety of
hands. Most printed and accomplished on the recto only, though a few with print
or manuscript on the verso as well. Some with old folds, chipping and small tears
to edges of most documents, one document with the upper right corner cut away.
Occasional foxing, tanning, and ink offsetting and bleedthrough. Several documents with additional manuscript annotations. About very good overall.
An important collection of contracts documenting Chinese indentured servitude
in Cuba, two signed in Chinese. All but one are from various municipalities in
the Matanzas Province, usually attested to with an ink or blind stamp from a local official, one with paper tax stamps affixed. Each contract stipulates the term
of service for the “colono” – one or two years, along with wages to be paid, food

and clothing issued, duties and hours to be worked, and so forth. The laborers
are identified in the contracts by their assigned Spanish names with no surnames,
though some forms have a section for their “nombre nacional” and place of origin
as well. There are provisions for what happens if the servant cannot complete
their term of service due to illness (pending agreement with the “patrono”), and a
section on options for contract renewal. The latest of these contracts, dated May
24, 1875, bears the laborer’s signature in Chinese. He is described as “al asiatico
José,” aged 30, of Macao, and is contracted to work for Ignacio de Cardenas for six
years. Another contract, from Bejucal in the Mayabeque Province, is also signed
in Chinese, this one by “Antonio,” “natural del pueblo de Leo Chao en China.”
This is also the only document in the collection with a signature area labeled:
“Firma del interpréte ó de dos personas de confianza del colono ó dos testigos.”
Formal slavery continued in Cuba until it was abolished by Spanish royal decree
in 1886; it was accompanied, however, by a significant population working in

indentured servitude. As sugar exports rose in the mid to late 18th century, there
was a dramatic increase in the need for enslaved workers. “One of the explicit
goals of Spanish reformist policy in the last third of the eighteenth century became the need to emulate other European nations’ success with slave plantation
development in the Caribbean. Partly because of this, slave-based coffee and
sugar estates sprang up in increasing numbers in portions of Cuba (especially
around Havana), Santo Domingo, and Puerto Rico. An expanded slave trade
was a necessary condition of such growth. In Cuba alone approximately seventy
thousand slaves were imported between 1763 and 1792, and another three hundred
twenty-five thousand were brought in between 1790 and 1820....For the entire
nineteenth century, imports to Cuba amounted to about seven hundred thousand
persons...” – Drescher.
The abolition of slavery in the British West Indies, however, meant that from the
1830s onward, a new source of labor was necessary. It is this gap that indentured
servitude filled. Unlike the earlier waves of European immigrants who travelled
to the New World as indentured servants, Asia was now the primary source.
Between 1848 and 1874, 125,000 Chinese indentured servants arrived in Cuba
alone – a figure outstripped only by the number who indentured themselves in
California. “Some contemporaries and later historians...have condemned the
servitude of the Asians as a thinly disguised revival of slavery. These critics have
pointed to a variety of abuses to which the Asians were subjected, both legally
– with severe laws governing absenteeism, vagrancy, and insufficient work – and
illegally, in the form of harassment by vicious masters. Yet other observers have
defended the system as a boon to the Asian workers. Voluntary reindenture at
the end of their terms was common among the migrants, suggesting that many
Asians judged the system to be beneficial to them” – Drescher.
Voluntary or not, a large number of Chinese migrants were laboring in Cuba in
the 19th century; for most of them, these contracts are the only existing records
of their work, if not of their lives.
Seymour Drescher & Stanley L. Engerman, editors, A Historical Guide to World
Slavery (New York, 1998), pp.140-42, 239-42.
$8500.

Early Colorado Mining and Printing
4. [Colorado Mining]: [PRINTED MINING CLAIM RECEIPT, COMPLETED
IN MANUSCRIPT AND RECORDED IN THE IDAHO TERRITORY,
COLORADO MINING DISTRICT RECORDER’S OFFICE]. [Denver,
Co.]: Commonwealth Print, [1864]. 7¾ x 3¼ inches. Tanned, small closed tear
in upper edge. Very good.
A very early example of Colorado printing and a record of mining in the booming
area. The receipt records claim number 11, southwest, in the Mountain Lode as
belonging to F. Angevine. It is dated in manuscript, Aug. 30, 1864, and signed
by L. Merriman, Recorder. Numerous types are used in the printing, and an
ornamental column appears in the left margin. The Commonwealth newspaper
was printed in Denver between 1862 and 1864, and this mining certificate is a
product of that press. McMurtrie records several different mining receipts printed
in Colorado in the 1860s, but not the present example. Scarce.
McMURTRIE (COLORADO), p.42.
$350.

Two Indentured Women in Cuba
Seek Their Emancipation
5. [Cuba]: [COLLECTION OF MANUSCRIPT DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING THE EMANCIPATION OF JUANA MARQUEZ AND DOLORES GALUA, INDENTURED WOMEN IN LATE 19th-CENTURY CUBA]. [Cuba.
1880-1882]. Eighty-five leaves of varying sizes (as large as folio in size) comprising
sixty-nine distinct manuscript documents in a variety of hands, including eight
printed documents completed in manuscript. Loosely stitched. Some leaves with
old folds. Chipping and small tears to edges of most leaves. Occasional foxing,
tanning (heavier to a few leaves), and ink offsetting and bleedthrough. Some leaves
with occasional worming (text only slightly affected). About very good overall.
A significant collection of documents supporting a case for the emancipation
of “morenas” Juana Marquez and Dolores Galua, from the Vinegeras family
of “patronos/patronas,,” namely Don José Vinegeras, Doña Dolores Boulay de
Vinegeras, and Doña Valentina Cruz de Vinegeras, in the Matanzas Province of
Cuba. Included are letters to the President of the Junta de Patronato, claiming
their liberty (“reclamando su libertad”), due to the patrono/as not conforming
with the Slavery Abolition Law (“La Ley de abolicion de la esclavitud”). Juana
Marquez also makes further claims for freedom (“redencion”) due of a lack of
payment of her contracted wages. Also included are twenty receipts (some paid
in silver) belonging to Juana and Dolores, detailing payments made to them by
Cruz. Many of the documents are notarized and most are attested to with an ink
stamp from a local official (“Junta Provincial de Patronato”), as well as tax stamps
showing payment for processing the document by the local courts.
Although the institution of slavery did not formally end in Cuba until a Spanish
royal decree in 1886, it was preceded by the abolition law of 1880 which provided
for an eight-year period of tutelage (“patronato”) for all enslaved people liberated
by the law, ostensibly to learn new trades and to learn how to live in the world
as free people. This expanded on an already existing system, in which masters
could rent out people enslaved to them to work for wages elsewhere. With the
1880 expansion, this effectively created a system of indentured servitude, as the
previously enslaved people were required to continue working for their previous
masters for meager wages at best. Granted, there were usually contracts created
between the former masters and the now-indentured servants, which included
details about wages to be paid, food and clothing provided, duties and hours to
be worked, and so forth. The 1886 decree ending all slavery also abolished the
patronato system, but until then it was rife with abuse. Juana Marquez and Dolores
Galua likely had been enslaved previously, and were now in the patronato system.
This collection is quite unusual because of the large number of manuscripts relating to Juana’s and Dolores’ claims for emancipation. Ultimately it appears that
not all the details of Juana’s and Dolores’ claims were resolved. Nevertheless,
this collection will reward further research.
$3250.

This document appoints David Johnston, Gentleman,
“third lieutenant of a company of foot in the fifth Battalion of Associators in the County of Cumberland...
for the protection of this province, against all hostile
enterprizes, and for the defence of American Liberty.”
The document is signed by John Morton (1725-77),
who signed the Declaration of Independence a few
days earlier, in his capacity as the Speaker of the
Pennsylvania Assembly. “Morton played a significant
role in Pennsylvania’s movement toward independence.
As Quaker assemblymen grew less willing to support
ever-stronger resistance measures in 1775, Morton was
part of the crucial Chester County assembly delegation, which provided the slim margin of support for
organizing a state militia. Morton tried unsuccessfully to preserve political unity in Pennsylvania as the
decision for independence was forced on the assembly
in 1776. Although he acknowledged that the colonial assembly was too slow to support independence,
Morton opposed the new government organized under
the Pennsylvania Constitution of 1776. He believed
that the state constitutional convention exceeded its
popular support by establishing a radically different
form of government for the province and by temporarily serving as a state government. He served as a
delegate to the First and Second Continental Congresses and signed the Declaration of Independence,
making possible Pennsylvania’s three-to-two vote in
favor of withdrawal from the British Empire. He
chaired the congressional committee that wrote the
Articles of Confederation, although he did not live
to see them ratified” – ANB.

A Signer of the Declaration
Signs Another Document on July 8, 1776:
About as Close as You Can Get
6. [Declaration of Independence]: [Pennsylvania]: Morton, John: [DOCUMENT SIGNED BY JOHN MORTON, APPOINTING DAVID JOHNSTON
TO A MILITARY COMMAND IN THE PENNSYLVANIA MILITIA DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION]. [N.p., but Philadelphia]. July 8,
1776. Partially-printed broadside, 8 x 10 inches, completed in manuscript. Old
fold lines. Separation along vertical fold repaired and reinforced. Minor paper
loss in center of document also repaired and reinforced, minutely affecting three
letters of text. Left edge trimmed closely, affecting first word of each line. Light
soiling. Signature clear and distinct. Very good. In a blue half morocco and cloth
clamshell case.

Since Morton died less than nine months after the
Declaration, the first Signer to die, his signature post-Independence is rare, and
any Signer in 1776 is desirable. This document, however, is about as close as one
can come to a Signer’s signature on July 4, 1776. Since 1975, only seven letters or
documents have come on the market signed by Signers in July 1776. The famous
Caesar Rodney letter of July 4, the only one by any Signer actually written on the
day, sold for $400,000 at the Doheny sale in 1989. The next closest, a Robert
Morris letter of July 6, sold for $7500 at the Maass sale in 1999. The present
document is the next closest to these, on July 8. Letters of Arthur Middleton and
William Ellery, both of July 10, sold for $80,000 in 2008 and $110,000 in 1990.
After this comes the famed Doheny-Copley document of July 12, signed by Button
Gwinnett and five other Signers, which realized $190,000 at Doheny and sold for
$690,000 at Sotheby’s April 14, 2010 sale of material from the Copley Library.
Distinguished company indeed. This document, from the Copley Library collection, has never appeared for public sale.
ANB 15, p.951.
$9500.

Georgia Land Grant with a Manuscript Map
7. [Georgia]: STATE OF GEORGIA. BY HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE
MATHEWS, CAPTAIN-GENERAL, GOVERNOR, AND COMMANDER
IN CHIEF IN AND OVER THE SAID STATE, AND OF THE MILITIA THEREOF...DO GIVE AND GRANT UNTO RICHMOND
DAWSON...ONE THOUSAND ACRES.... [Augusta?] 1794. Printed
document, approximately 13 x 13 inches, completed in manuscript. With
attached smaller printed land survey document with small manuscript map,
this second document approximately 10 x 7 inches. Large, heavy wax seal
of Georgia hanging by ribbon. Very good and clean.
An impressive printed land grant, completed in manuscript, for 1000 acres
of land in Washington County, Georgia, granted by Gov. George Mathews
to Richmond Dawson. The document is signed by Mathews as well as the
surveyor, George Weatherby, who has included a sketch of the land in question. The land is described as “on the waters of Choopee River, bounded
SE and NE by said Dawson’s Land and on all other sides by Vacant Lands.”
Governor Mathews had an eventful career, first as a Revolutionary soldier
(including a stint as colonel of the Virginia troops in Greene’s Carolina
campaign), then as governor of Georgia, and finally as a special agent leading “irregular” activities in attempts to wrest Florida from Spain in 181012. In the end the U.S. government repudiated Mathews’ Florida actions,
and he died in Augusta a bitter old man. “By his demise the authorities at
Washington escaped the consequences of his threat that he’d ‘be dam’d if
he didn’t blow them all up,’ and he carried to the grave much evidence that
might explain his debatable conduct” – DAB. A handsome Georgia document and unusual early imprint.
DAB XII, p.403.
$2250.

Distributing Georgia Lands Taken from the Cherokee
8. [Georgia]: [PRINTED LAND GRANT DOCUMENT, COMPLETED IN
MANUSCRIPT, FOR A FORTY-ACRE PLOT IN CHEROKEE COUNTY].
[Cherokee County, Ga.]. 1843. Printed form, 10 x 8 inches, completed in manuscript. Old fold lines, some light soiling from wax seal. Three small pinholes at
bottom of sheet from previously attached wax seal. Good.
Land grant document from the state of Georgia granting forty acres of land in
Cherokee County to Edward F. Kinchley of Richmond County, based on the Land
Lottery of 1832. The land, situated in the second district of the fourth section,
was surveyed July 7, 1832, and the plot is mapped out at the top of the sheet –
the land is marked as “Pine Land,” with pine forests bordering on all sides. It is
signed by D.E. Bothwell, Comptroller General, and William B. Tinsley, Treasurer,
on either side of the map. Georgia used a lottery system to distribute land taken
from the Cherokee and Creek Indians. The lot sizes varied, with the largest being
up to 490 acres and the smallest being 40 acre lots distributed during the Gold
Lottery of 1832. An act passed by the Georgia General Assembly on Dec. 24,
1831, authorized approximately one third of the 160-acre land districts previously
set aside for the sixth lottery to be designated as gold districts and divided into
40-acre lots, to be distributed in a separate lottery. This separate lottery was the
seventh land lottery, known as the Gold Lottery of 1832. An Act passed Dec. 21,
1843 – mentioned on this document – limited fortunate drawers in the Lotteries
of 1821 and 1832 from taking out grants until Oct. 1, 1844.
$425.

Detailed Prussian Passport
9. [German Emigration]: [MID-19th-CENTURY PRUSSIAN PASSPORT,
COMPLETED IN MANUSCRIPT, WITH NUMEROUS ANNOTATIONS].
Prussia. 1848-1850. [1]p. printed on a bifolium, with an additional page of manuscript annotations on verso. Folio. Previously folded, with separations along fold
lies. Light dampstaining and tanning. Good.
A Prussian passport for Carl Werderbrück, documenting his travels in central
Europe from 1848 to 1850. The first page, completed in manuscript, gives his
details and fairly extensive physical description. On the verso of that page are
several lengthy manuscript annotations by immigration officials of several the
places he visited, including Bleiburg in Austria, Esche in Germany, and the long
defunct Belgian-Prussian condominium of Moresnet.
$125.

Supplying the British Occupation Force,
Printed in Pre-Revolutionary Haiti
10. [Haiti]: Wigglesworth, John: [PARTIALLY-PRINTED BILL OF EXCHANGE FOR SUPPLIES, SIGNED BY JOHN WIGGLESWORTH, AGENT
TO THE COMMANDER OF THE 1796 BRITISH OCCUPATION FORCE
IN HAITI]. Port-au-Prince. September 21, 1796. 3½ x 9¾ inches, completed in
manuscript, docketed on verso. Minor toning. Very good.

those of mixed race and resolved to transfer the island’s allegiance to Great Britain,
whereupon France sent Commissioners who according to some reports recruited
negroes to fight the whites.

A rare pay order for supplies intended for the British occupation force in Haiti,
made out to M. Juré Ainé. The document is signed by John Wigglesworth, agent
to the Commander of the British forces in Haiti and later Britain’s envoy to the
leader of the Haitian Revolution, Touissant Louverture. By early the next century,
Louverture would become, ever so briefly, chief of the first free Black Republic
in Haiti. The payee, Jure, has docketed the verso in French, with an additional
docket in French transferring payment to Dutilh & Wachsmuth, a Philadelphia
mercantile house.

Starting in August 1791, the slaves revolted in many towns, implementing major
massacres and destruction of estates and establishing free communities of their
own. They were led by Touissant Louverture, an ex-slave who later joined the
French army after the country abolished slavery in 1793. Louverture swiftly rose
to the rank of Commander in Chief of the French forces in Haiti, and proved
to be an effective leader. In 1794, the British army, under the pretense of the
Napoleonic war, sent a force from Jamaica that occupied Port-au-Prince and some
other towns, a welcome development for the remaining white population on the
island. This British force was commanded by General Sir Thomas Maitland of
the 62 Foot Regiment, for whom Wigglesworth was the army agent.

St. Domingo, the French part of Haiti, was a highly prosperous sugar, coffee,
and cotton slave-estate island whose produce was described as exceeding that of
the whole of the British Leeward and surrounding islands. In 1789 it was said
to consist of 10,000 white people, 24,000 free mixed-race people, and 455,000
negro slaves. Although free, local laws decreed that mixed-race individuals could
not accept any office or employment other than as planters. As news spread of
the revolution, this group revolted but were roundly defeated. Part of the white
response to the uprising was to create their own local assembly which excluded

In the end, the British were not successful. By 1798, the British army had been
virtually wiped out by yellow fever, and in April of that year, Maitland withdrew
the British forces from Haiti under a guarantee from Louverture that the remaining pro-British whites would be protected. In May 1801, Touissant established
St. Domingo as an independent republic. This alarmed the French so badly that
they subsequently sent an army of 25,000 that recaptured the island within a
year, and by a ruse conveyed Louverture to France where he soon after died in
prison.
$850.

Signer of the Declaration from South Carolina
11. [Heyward, Thomas, Jr.]: [Read, Jacob]: [PRINTED DOCUMENT,
COMPLETED IN MANUSCRIPT AND SIGNED BY SOUTH CAROLINA
LAWYER JACOB READ; ALSO SIGNED BY THOMAS HEYWARD, JR.,
SIGNER OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE]. [N.p., but near
Beaufort, S.C.]. August 29, 1788. [2]pp. Folio. Old fold lines. Light soiling. Very
good. In a blue half morocco and cloth clamshell case, spine gilt.
Printed document, completed in manuscript by Jacob Read, lawyer for the plaintiffs in a suit against Benjamin Bush, ordering Bush to appear in court; it is
signed at the end by Thomas Heyward, lawyer, judge, signer of the Declaration
of Independence and of the Articles of Confederation. Jacob Read was a lawyer
and politician, serving in the South Carolina state legislature, the Continental
Congress, and the U.S. Senate. Heyward and Read both saw action during the
American Revolution at Port Royal and the defense of Charleston; both were
captured and exiled by the British to St. Augustine until 1781. Heyward later
served as a judge in South Carolina until 1798.
The document, filed by Benjamin Rush on behalf of Edgar Wells and Hugh Bethune, requires Benjamin Bush to appear before the Circuit Court of Common
Pleas in the district of Beaufort, regarding a debt he owes them “for goods, wares
& merchandises...in the sum of fourteen pounds twelve shillings.” Heyward was
serving as a judge for the circuit court, which is the likely reason for his signature
on the document. The verso is docketed and has notations by the local sheriff,
Thomas Grayson, attesting that he served the defendant with the document and
indicating its entry in his office. The printed part of the document was “Printed
for A. Timothy, Printer to the State.”
$1250.

A superb engraved colonial appointment from Loyalist Massachusetts Gov. Thomas Hutchinson, completed in manuscript
and signed by him during his first official year as governor
of the colony. In the document Hutchinson appoints Samuel
Sewall, Esq. to the position of first major for the Militia of York
County, Massachusetts (now the southernmost county in presentday Maine), under the command of Col. Nathaniel Sparhawk.
Hutchinson has signed the document at top left, just beneath
the seal. The manuscript portions of the document appear to
be in the hand of Hutchinson’s secretary, John Cotton, whose
signature appears at the bottom of the document. Additionally,
there are two witness signatures on the verso.
This interesting document involves two important Massachusetts
figures. Thomas Hutchinson was a merchant and politician, and
the most prominent Loyalist in the province, ascending from
lieutenant governor to governor of Massachusetts, serving in
the latter role from 1771 to 1773 after a brief period as acting
governor. Hutchinson was a nuisance to the Revolutionaries,
as he continually sided with the Crown on the most hated of
British taxes. Hutchinson fled Boston for London in late 1773
and remained in exile in England until his death in 1780. He
also wrote an important history of Massachusetts Bay, the first
volume of which was published in 1764, with the third volume
published posthumously.

A Massachusetts Commission,
Engraved by Silversmith Nathaniel Hurd
and Signed by Governor Thomas Hutchinson
12. Hutchinson, Thomas: Sewall, Samuel: THOMAS HUTCHINSON, ESQUIRE; CAPTAIN-GENERAL AND GOVERNOR IN CHIEF, IN AND
OVER HIS MAJESTY’S PROVINCE OF MASSACHUSETTS-BAY, TO
SAMUEL SEWALL ESQ GREETING. BY VIRTUE OF THE POWER
AND AUTHORITY IN AND BY HIS MAJESTY’S ROYAL COMMISSION
TO ME GRANTED TO BE...FIRST MAJOR OF THE REGIMENT OF
MILITIA.... Boston. August 5, 1771. Broadside, 14¼ x 16 inches. Expertly silked,
with some strengthening of fold lines on verso, mild loss along centerfold. Good.
In a blue cloth folding case.

The appointee is Maj. Samuel Sewall, Esq. Sewall was a greatnephew of famed Salem witch trial judge Samuel Sewall. He
was an accomplished inventor, furniture maker, architect, and
engineer, credited as the first person to drive piles into deep
rivers as foundations for bridges. He designed and helped build
the bridge that would later bear his name in York County, and
helped design and erect the Charlestown Bridge in Boston in
1786. Very little is known of Sewall’s military career; it is very
likely that he switched allegiances and served with the patriots
during the Revolution, as he was a respected and influential
citizen of York for the remainder of his days.
The document was engraved by talented Boston silversmith Nathaniel Hurd.
Hurd was an expert with precious metals, especially the ornate decorations that
characterize the rococo style of the period. He also produced a large number of
bookplates for prominent citizens of Boston, trade cards, paper currency, tables
of weights and measures, various important prints, and engraved military commissions ordered by the provincial government, such as the present example. Hurd
died just six years after the date of this document, cutting short the career of an
early American silversmith engraver who was at least the equal of Paul Revere,
if not the best silversmith in Boston of his period.
An outstanding colonial appointment, signed by the penultimate British governor
of Massachusetts.
$6000.

Allowing Trade Between Jamaica
and the Spanish Colonies in America,
During the Napoleonic Wars
13. [Jamaica]: [PRINTED DOCUMENT, COMPLETED IN MANUSCRIPT,
BEING A TRADING LICENSE ISSUED TO THE SPANISH BRIG GENERAL CASTAÑOS BY WILLIAM, DUKE OF MANCHESTER, GOVERNOR
OF JAMAICA]. St. Jago de la Vega. February 3, 1810. Large folded folio sheet.
Several tears along folds, edge nicks. Light dust soiling in upper margin of first
page. Overall condition is good.
This document is a trading license issued by the governor of Jamaica to the Spanish
brig, General Castaños, commanded by Antonio Herrera. The license is specifically for trade “from the port of Kingston to the Spanish Colonies of America
and back to Kingston.” It is specifically designed to show British warships who
might try to take the vessel as a prize. Further restrictions are printed on the
integral second leaf. The document is twice signed in manuscript: “Manchester.”
An interesting trade document printed in Jamaica.
$600.

Decorating a Mexican Officer
in the Fight Against Emperor Maximilian
14. Juarez, Benito: [PRINTED DECREE ACCOMPLISHED IN MANUSCRIPT AND SIGNED BY PRESIDENT BENITO JUAREZ, DECORATING A MEXICAN SOLDIER]. Mexico. August 5, 1867. [1]p., docketed on
verso with integral blank. Large engraved vignette at top of sheet. Large bifolium.
Blank leaf backed with tissue. Printed leaf reinforced with tissue at top and bottom edges and center fold. Some minor loss at central horizontal fold. Good. In
a cloth clamshell case.
Printed decree, signed by President Benito Juarez, acknowledging the service of
Captain Victor Aponte during the struggle with the Emperor Maximilian. This
proclamation, headed by a large vignette of the Mexican national symbol of the
eagle with a snake in its beak, was issued two months after the execution of Emperor Maximilian I and the restoration of the republican government. It is signed
by three additional officials on the verso. In translation it reads:
“In the name of the Republic, and as just tribute to the merit and valor of citizen
Victor Aponte, who in the rank of infantry captain, fought against the French
army and its allies...for having saved national independence, fighting against
the foreign intervention, has earned the decoration of First Class created by the
decree.”
$1500.

War of 1812 Military-Judicial Appointment
Signed by James Madison
15. Madison, James: [War of 1812]: THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS,
GREETING.... Washington, D.C. June 15, 1813. [1]p. partially-printed document, completed in manuscript. Paper seal of the United States affixed to upper
left corner. Old folds. Light tanning, mild surface wear, a few ink blotches, one
small area of ink burn (not affecting text). Overall very good. Matted, framed,
and glazed.
A War of 1812-era presidential appointment signed in ink by President James
Madison and by Secretary of War John Armstrong. Here Madison appoints

Maryland attorney James Sewall Morsell to the position of Judge Advocate of the
Militia of the District of Columbia. In addition, Morsell has fully endorsed and
docketed the document on the verso, pledging to “carefully & diligently perform
the duties of a Judge Advocate...to the best of my Skill & Judgement and that I
will support the Constitution of the United States.” Morsell would serve as a
Judge Advocate for almost two years. From January 15, 1815 until March 3, 1863
he would serve as a circuit court judge in the District of Columbia. Earlier in
his career and during his years in private practice, Morsell represented numerous African-American families who petitioned for freedom in the nation’s capital.
Judge Morsell passed away in Maryland in 1870.
$2500.

Collecting Taxes in Colonial Massachusetts
16. [Massachusetts Treasury]: PROVINCE OF THE MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,
SS. JEREMIAH ALLEN, ESQ; TREASURER AND RECEIVER GENERAL
FOR HIS MAJESTIES SAID PROVINCE [caption title]. [Boston: Printed by
Bartholomew Green, 1729]. Broadside, 12¼ x 7½ inches, accomplished in manuscript. Light foxing and staining, a few tiny pin holes. A good copy.
A rare broadside issued by Jeremiah Allen, “Treasurer and Receiver General
for this Majesties Said Province” of Massachusetts Bay. This document is addressed in manuscript to Benjamin Kingsley, constable or collector of the town of
“Swansey.” In this capacity, Allen requests Kingsley to “collect all and every the
sums of money mentioned in the list or lists of the said tax or assessment of your
town...amounting in the whole to the sum of sixty six pounds sixteen shillings &
eight pence.” The name of the collector, the town, and amount are filled in by
hand and the document is signed by Allen. The amount indicated is the town’s
portion of the tax which was apportioned to the colony of Massachusetts Bay
in 1728, amounting to £8,280, “and also for apportioning & assessing a further
tax of four thousand six hundred forty-three pounds sixteen shillings, paid the
representatives, Anno 1728.”
A rare surviving example of this tax document. NAIP and OCLC record only a
single copy, at the AAS.
BRISTOL B793. SHIPTON & MOONEY 39922. ESTC W237. OCLC 4923048.
$2750.

Seaman’s Papers, as Regulated by Congress
17. [Merchant Marine]: CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. AT THE
SECOND SESSION, BEGUN AND HELD AT THE CITY OF NEWYORK, ON MONDAY THE 4th OF JANUARY, 1790. AN ACT FOR THE
GOVERNMENT AND REGULATION OF SEAMEN IN THE MERCHANTS’ SERVICE...[recto caption title]. IT IS AGREED, BETWEEN
THE MASTER, SEAMEN AND MARINERS OF THE [blank, completed in
manuscript: “Schooner Theada of Boston Abner Derby”] MASTER, NOW
BOUND FROM THE PORT OF [blank, completed in manuscript: “Boston for
Baltimore and back to Boston”]: THAT IN CONSIDERATION OF THE
MONTHLY OR OTHER WAGES, AGAINST EACH RESPECTIVE SEAMAN AND MARINER’S NAME HEREUNDER SET, THEY SEVERALLY
SHALL AND WILL PERFORM THE ABOVE MENTIONED VOYAGE...
[verso caption title]. [Boston]: S. Hall [imprint from colophon], [ca. 1795, form
completed and signed 1798]. Broadsheet, 17 x 12¼ inches. Recto printed in three
columns; blank form on verso completed in contemporary manuscript. One vertical
and one horizontal fold. Light foxing, some discoloration along folds. Very good.
Untrimmed. Floated between two panes of glass in a 21 x 15½-inch wood frame.
A very rare Massachusetts variant of a merchant marine-related broadsheet,
printing the 1790 act regulating merchant seamen on the recto and a blank form
of agreement between a ship’s master and seamen on the verso. The Act for the
Government and Regulation of Seamen in the Merchants’ Service... of 1790 was an
early federal law requiring strict contracts to be signed and followed by a ship’s
master and his crew for interstate voyages. Between about 1795 and 1800, the law
was printed with a blank agreement form on the verso in several American port
cities. These broadsheets are all quite rare, with only one recorded copy of the
present example, which is held by the American Antiquarian Society. The form
in the present copy is filled out for the Schooner Theada, bound from Boston
to Baltimore and back in 1798, and includes signatures and wage agreements for
the master, his mate, four hands, a cook, and a boy.
EVANS 23849. ESTC W15168.
$2500.

Early Montana Imprint,
with an Illustration of a Native American
18. [Montana Mining]: [PRINTED MINING CLAIM RECEIPT, COMPLETED IN MANUSCRIPT AND RECORDED IN THE MADISON
COUNTY RECORDER’S OFFICE]. [Virginia City, Mt.]: Montana Post Print,
[1864]. 7½ x 3¼ inches, completed in manuscript and including a printed illustration. Slight wear. Very good.
A very early piece of Montana printing, and a record of mining in the region.
According to McMurtrie, the first printing press in Montana is believed to be that
brought by Francis M. Thompson to Bannack in the spring of 1863. This press
was followed a year later by the arrival at Virginia City of “more consequential

printing equipment.” This Virginia City press was run by Marion M. Manner,
and printed the Montana Post and the present mining receipts. This same press
produced the first printed book in Montana, the mining Laws of Fairweather District, in 1864. The printed receipt here is signed in manuscript by Robert Hill,
Recorder of Madison County, and dated in early 1865. On the verso is a manuscript note from the claimant, Francis R. Bill, transferring the claim to another
party on March 2, 1865. An engraved image of an Indian is in the left margin,
and “Territory of Montana” is printed in large, elaborate type across the top.
McMURTRIE (MONTANA), p.10.
$325.

A Share in an Investment Disaster
19. [Morris, Robert]: [PRINTED CERTIFICATE FOR THE NORTH
AMERICAN LAND COMPANY, COMPLETED IN MANUSCRIPT AND
SIGNED BY JAMES MARSHALL AND ROBERT MORRIS]. Philadelphia.
February 20, 1793. Broadside, 10 x 12 inches. Matted and framed. Minor soiling.
Scalloped cut along left margin. Near fine.
Document signed by Robert Morris – signer of the Declaration of Independence, the
Articles of Confederation, and the United States Constitution, and the “Financier
of the Revolution” – granting four shares in the North American Land Company
to Dr. Enoch Edwards. Enoch Edwards, a surgeon by trade, was a leading patriot
who served as a member of the June 18, 1776 Provincial Congress, and a signer of

the 1790 Pennsylvania Constitution. Robert Morris played a leading role in the
financial decisions of the Revolutionary government: he founded the first national
bank, sought to fund public debts by means of a national revenue, and used his
own funds, when necessary, to finance the Revolution and the fledgling American
government. In the late 1780s and the 1790s, Morris speculated extensively in
various land deals, becoming fabulously wealthy, then losing everything in 1798,
spending two and a half years in debtors prison. The North American Land
Company, the most ambitious of his schemes, is the venture that finally brought
about Morris’ downfall. Counter-signed by Secretary James Marshall, brother
of future chief justice John Marshall.
$3750.

Selling Land in Colonial New Hampshire
20. [New Hampshire Land Deed]: TO ALL PEOPLE TO WHOM THESE
PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING. KNOW YE THAT [in manuscript:]
I WILLIAM CUMINGS OF THE DISTRICT CALLED NOTTINGHAM
WITHIN HIS MAJESTIES PROVINCE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE IN NEW
ENGLAND GENT.... [New Hampshire. ca. 1744]. Broadside, 12¼ x 7½ inches.
Blank form, completed and signed in manuscript. Early folds, remnants of wax seal.
An colonial New Hampshire printed land deed (printed in Massachusetts) ,
completed in manuscript, recording the sale of William Cumings’s lot of land in
Nottingham to James Parham for three pounds, two shillings and sixpence. The
manuscript description of the lot is as follows: “one full half of a Certain Lott of
Meadow In Sd. District called Nottingham and province aforesd. in a Meadow
called Hills Greate Meadow being the Lott Number three in sd. Meadow combining five acres be the same more or less Bounded thus Begening at a Stake
and Stones the Southwesterly corner of sd. Lott thence Running Northeasterly
by Sd. Parhams Land Lott No. 2 about fifty pole to a Stake and Stones thence
Northwesterly by Lott No. 5. sd. Parhams Land sixteen pole to to a Stake and
Stones thence Southwesterly by sd. Parhams Lott No. 4 – about fifty pole to a
Stake and Stones thence Southeasterly by No. 1. John Wrights Lott to the Bound
firs[?] mentioned or as it may be other ways discribed by the plan and Records of
the same (viz) one full half of sd. meadow Lott Quantety and Quallety.” Signed
in manuscript by William Cumings, John Robinson, and David Lawrence August
24, 1744.
$300.

Involving Two Men Who Served
Under Washington in the Revolution
21. [New Jersey]: [NEW JERSEY LAND INDENTURE BETWEEN JACOB
ARNOLD AND JAMES BOARD, JR. FOR LAND IN BERGEN COUNTY,
NEW JERSEY, 1797]. [New Jersey]. June 13, 1797. Partially-printed form, 16½
x 13¼ inches, with scalloped top, completed in manuscript. Paper seal attached.
Old folds with separation at some folds, text only slightly affected. Good.
This indenture documents a sale made by Jacob Arnold of Morris County, New
Jersey, to James Board, Jr. of Bergen County, New Jersey, of “thirty-one acres
and forty-one hundredth of an Acre” of land located in “the Township late called
Franklin but now Pompton in the County of Bergen,” for the sum of “twenty-eight
pounds, five shillings.” This document also records the complete land survey and
a reference to its record number with the Surveyor-General’s Office in PerthAmboy. The document is signed and sealed by Jacob Arnold and witnessed by
James Board, Sr. and James Dougherty. Docketed and certified on the verso with
a manuscript note by William Colfax, a judge of the Inferior Court of Common
Pleas for Bergen County.
Two of the men connected with this indenture played interesting roles during
the Revolutionary War, both connected with George Washington. Jacob Arnold
(1749-1827) served under Washington as commander of the light-horse militia
of Morris County and was proprietor of a tavern on the Morristown Green used
by Washington as a headquarters. William Colfax (1758-1838) was a member of
George Washington’s “Life Guard” (his personal bodyguard service) from 1778
to the end of the Revolution. He was present at the Battle of Bunker Hill, was
wounded at White Plains, and witnessed Cornwallis’s surrender at Yorktown.
$350.

Early Upstate Imprint
22. [New York]: [PRINTED INDENTURE FORM, COMPLETED IN
MANUSCRIPT, BETWEEN AMOS LEAVENWORTH AND SAMUEL W.
BALDWIN FOR A PARCEL OF LAND]. Whitestown, N.Y.: O.P. Easton,
[1794? – dated in manuscript January 3, 1795]. Broadside, 13 x 16 inches. Docketed and annotated on verso. Old folds. Moderate soiling, some ink burn. Minor
loss at folds, affecting a few letters of text. About good.

Printed indenture form, completed in manuscript,
being the earliest known imprint for Whitestown,
New York, just next to Utica. Previously, the
earliest known imprint was dated 1795, and, as
this form is dated in manuscript Jan. 3, 1795, it
is almost certain that it was printed in or before
1794. The form is an indenture agreement
completed between Amos Leavenworth and his
wife Esther and Samuel W. Baldwin and his wife
(also named Esther), selling a tract of land for
the sum of £209, ten shillings and eight pence.
In manuscript, the parcel is indicated as “that
certain tract of land situate in Schuyler Town
aforesaid and is part of Great Lot No. Seven
in the first division of Ledagueda Patent on the
North Side of the Mohawk River beginning at the Northeasterly corner of said
lot and running thence Northeasterly along the north end of said lot one half the
distance across the land conveyed to said Leavenworth by William Hallock thence
Southwesterly in a straight line parrallel [sic] to the line of Cosby’s Manor so far
as to contain sixty six acres and two thirds of an acre of land when a line is un at
right angles to Cosby’s Manor.” It is signed by Amos and Esther Leavenworth
and witnessed by Joan Platt and William Hallock. The deed is certified on the
verso with a lengthy manuscript note by Hugh White, local judge for Herkimer
County.
$600.

Regarding Local Governance in Peru
23. [Peru]: EL REY. POR QUANTO HAVIENDOSE RECONOCIDO LOS
PERJUICIOS, INCONVENIENTES, Y LITIGIOS, QUE SE OFRECEN
EN LOS CABILDOS DE LAS CIUDADES DE LAS INDIAS...[caption title].
[Madrid. 1738]. 3pp. Folio. Dbd. Maltese cross printed at head of title. Accomplished in manuscript at Aranjuez, Spain on April 11, 1738, signed by Miguel
de Villanueva. Manuscript inscription on verso of last printed page written on
November 14, 1738 in Santiago de Chile. Contemporary annotation on first page,
light dampstaining in margins. A very good copy.

A rare proclamation by Philip
V, King of Spain, declaring that
major lieutenants (Alfereces
Mayores) of the cities, towns,
and villages of Peru are to be
recognized over the unpaid
local judges (los Alcaldes) of
the Holy Brotherhood (Santa
Hermandad). Numerous local brotherhoods had served
as municipal peacekeeping
organizations in Spain since
the Middle Ages. The Holy
Brotherhood was established
by Ferdinand and Isabella to
suppress the original municipal
leagues and guarantee personal security and public order, and local brotherhoods
were organized in New Spain and Peru. An attempt to regulate the power of
the brotherhoods, this decree was printed in Madrid and distributed to royal officials in all the provinces of the viceroyalty of Peru. This copy, accomplished at
Aranjuez on April 11, 1738, is signed by Miguel de Villanueva as representative
of the King of Spain, with the inscription: “Yo el Rey.” A manuscript note on the
verso of the last printed page, written in the city of Santiago on Nov. 14, 1738,
describes an instance of the distribution of the text in Chile.
An important proclamation regarding local governance in the viceroyalty of Peru,
with a contemporary manuscript inscription regarding the text’s distribution in
Chile. Not in Medina BHA or OCLC.
$1750.

A Presidential Appointment
24. Roosevelt, Theodore: Taft, William Howard: [PRINTED DOCUMENT, SIGNED BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND WILLIAM
HOWARD TAFT, APPOINTING EDGAR RUSSEL AS MAJOR
IN THE SIGNAL CORPS]. Washington. December 20, 1904. Printed
document, 19½ x 15¾ inches, completed in manuscript, mounted and
framed to 24½ x 20½ inches. Minor soiling. Near fine.
Attractive engraved broadside, completed in manuscript and signed by
President Theodore Roosevelt and Secretary of War William Howard Taft,
appointing Edgar Russel to the rank of major in the Signal Corps. With
the embossed seal of the War Department at the bottom, and contemporary docketing near the top edge. After serving as Roosevelt’s Secretary
of War, Taft would be elected to the presidency himself in 1909. Very
nice, mounted and framed for display.
$2000.

Clearing the Name of a French Administrator in Haiti,
and Promoting Him
25. [Saint Domingue]: [TWO PARTIALLY-PRINTED DOCUMENTS, COMPLETED IN MANUSCRIPT, CONCERNING FRANÇOIS DE CHAUMONT,
PRESIDENT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE OF THE COLONIAL
ASSEMBLY]. Cap Français. February 25 & September 1, 1793. [2]; [2]pp., each
with an integral blank leaf. Folio. Old folds, minor dust soiling. Very good.
Two partially-printed manuscript documents concerning François de Chaumont,
president of the Finance Committee for the French government in Cap Français,
Saint Domingue (present-day Cap-Haïtien, Haiti). The first of these, Au Nom
de la République Française. Commissission Nationale-Civile..., is a declaration by
Léger-Félicité Sonthonax, Commissioner of the Republic in Saint Domingue,

clearing François Chaumont, chairman of the Finance Committee of the erstwhile
colonial assembly, of false charges against him regarding colonial expenditures.
Sonthonax was a radical Jacobin who sought to upturn what was left of Royalist
right. He hoped to get rid of Chaumont.
The second document, Au Nom de la République. Adminstration Générale... (Le
Cap Français. Sept. 1, 1793), is an appointment of the same François Chaumont
as Commissioner in charge of the Editorial Office of Audit, by Charles-EtiennePierre Wante, civil organizer of the French Leeward Islands. Chaumont managed
to outlast Sonthonax, who was sent back to France. Here he gets another post
from Wante, Sonthonax’s successor.
$3000.

A Previously Unrecorded Texas Land Company
26. [Texas]: VERMONT TEXAS LAND COMPANY. ONE SHARE, ONE
HUNDRED DOLLARS [caption title]. Bethel, Vt. January 25, 1837. Printed
form, approximately 8 x 7½ inches, completed in manuscript. Docketed in manuscript on verso. Old folds. Old stains along the left edge of the sheet, small hole
at each end of lower horizontal sheet. About very good.
A share in the Vermont Texas Land Company, organized in September 1836. The
share is made out to Whitman Howard of Braintree, Vermont in Orange County,
and signed by N. Williams, George Lyman, and Julius Converse. Lyman and
Converse were both justices of the peace in Windsor County in the 1840s, and
Converse went on to be governor of Vermont from 1872 to 1874.
Beginning in 1820 the government of Mexico opened Texas to settlement by foreigners, provided they agreed to abide by the law and be morally upright citizens.
This opened the way for many American settlers. Texas declared itself a free
republic in March 1836, and shortly thereafter the Vermont Texas Land Company
was organized. We can find no record of the company, though it would seem
to still have been valid in 1845, when Heman Parkhurst transferred his share to
Andrew Tracy, also of Sharon, Vermont.
Unrecorded, and unknown to bibliographers.

$3750.

A Galveston Educator Pledges Loyalty
to the Union After the Civil War
27. [Texas]: [Civil War]: AMNESTY OATH [caption title]. [Galveston. 1865].
Partially-printed document, 8¼ x 9½ inches, completed in manuscript. Three
vertical folds. Minor toning, foxing, soiling, and edge wear. Very good.
A rare Civil War amnesty oath, attested to and signed by James P. Nash in Galveston on July 8, 1865. The partially-printed document is signed by him twice, and
also dated and signed by the Captain and Provost Marshal Harry Beard. The
oath reads, in full:

“Amnesty Oath. I, James P. Nash, do solemnly swear in the presence
of Almighty God that I will hereafter faithfully defend the Constitution of the United States and the union of States there=under;
and that I will in like manner abide by and support all laws and
proclamations which have been made during the existing rebellion
with reference to the Emancipation of Slavery; so help me God.
James P. Nash. Sworn and subscribed to before me this 8th day of July, 1865,
at Galveston, Texas. H. Beard Captain and Provost Marshal.” The signer of the
Amnesty Oath, James P. Nash, was likely the same James P. Nash who was an
early educator and professor in Galveston.
This 1865 amnesty oath appears to exist in two states: one blank below the line,
“1865, at Galveston, Texas” and one with a dotted line added above the printed
words “Captain and Provost Marshal.” The present example is the former, and
likely first state of the document, before the dotted line and “Captain and Provost
Marshal” were added later.
Amnesty oaths are scarce in the market; this one is especially interesting for its
association with an early Galveston educator.
$2000.

Registering Texas Brands
28. [Texas Cattle Brands]: [PARTIALLY-PRINTED CATTLE BRAND
REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE, COMPLETED IN MANUSCRIPT,
FROM GILLESPIE COUNTY, TEXAS]. [Fredericksburg, Tx.]: Fredericksburg Wochenblatt Job Printing, January 27, 1883. 7 x 8½ inches, completed in
manuscript. Old folds, short splits to fold lines, light soiling. Embossed stamp.
Very good.

An uncommon cattle brand certificate from the salad days of the Texas cattle
industry. The certificate registers, describes, and illustrates the brand and ear
mark of George Zoeller of Kendall County in January, 1883, a boom time for
open-range ranching in Texas. A few short years later, the fencing of ranches
would forever alter the ranching and cattle range industry throughout the western
United States. The document is signed by Gillespie County Clerk I.H. Bierschwale, and embossed with the county seal. Such ephemeral evidence of Texas
cattle brands is uncommon indeed.
$500.

The Earliest Utah Printing:
A Great Salt Lake Valley Note, Signed by Brigham Young
29. [Utah]: Young, Brigham: [PRINTED “VALLEY NOTE” CURRENCY
IN DENOMINATION OF $2.00, SIGNED BY BRIGHAM YOUNG WITH
PRINTED HEADING: “G.S.L. CITY. JAN. 20. 1849”]. [Salt Lake City. 1849].
Printed paper slip, approximately 2 x 3¾ inches. Overall condition is excellent.
Blindstamped with the official seal of the Twelve Apostles, and signed in manuscript by Brigham Young, Thomas Bullock, and Heber C. Kimball. N.K Whitney
is named as payee in manuscript. No serial number.
This small piece of paper money printed by the Mormon Church in Salt Lake
City is an example of the earliest recorded printing done in Utah. Called a “Valley Note” by Alvin E. Rust, this form of paper currency was printed in several
denominations using a font of script type of the style used for calling cards.
McMurtrie quotes a passage from a manuscript history of Brigham Young which
describes the interesting circumstances under which this paper money was printed:
“They had gold dust, but many refused to take it, as there was a waste in weighing it for exchange. To meet this want, we employed brother John Kay to coin
the dust, but upon trial he broke all the crucibles and could not proceed. I then

offered the gold dust back to the people, but they did not want it. I then told
them we would issue paper till the gold dust could be coined. The Municipal
Council agreed to have such a currency, and appointed myself and President Heber
C. Kimball and bishop N.K. Whitney to issue it. The first bill, for one dollar,
was issued on the first of this month [January 1849]. The bills were signed by
Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, & Thomas Bullock, clerk.”
“...It is definite enough that the first use of the press by the Mormon settlers
was in January, 1849, for the production of paper currency. Furthermore, it is
gratifyingly definite that the first printer was Brigham H. Young, with the perhaps
unskilled aid of Thomas Bullock. Brigham H. Young at that time was a young man
of about 25, the nephew of Brigham Young the governor and leader” – McMurtrie.
Very rare. According to Rust, only 204 valley notes in the two-dollar denomination were issued without a serial number.
McMURTRIE (UTAH), pp.13-20. Rust, Mormon and Utah Coin and Currency,
pp.60-65. STREETER SALE 2285 (5 pieces of currency). STREETER, AMERICANA BEGINNINGS 69 (ref). SAUNDERS, DESERET IMPRINTS 3.
$3500.

Presidential Pardon, Signed
30. Van Buren, Martin: [PARTIALLY-PRINTED DOCUMENT, COMPLETED IN MANUSCRIPT AND SIGNED BY PRESIDENT MARTIN
VAN BUREN, ISSUING A PARDON]. Washington. July 6, 1837. [1]p., with
eight lines of text. Quarto, on a folded folio sheet. Old folds, with some separation. Very good.
Printed document, completed in manuscript, signed by President Martin Van
Buren, issuing a presidential pardon to William Beall.
$1000.

The Streeter Copy of a Scarce “Maverick Book”
31. [Wyoming]: [MAVERICK BOOK FOR THE WYOMING STOCK GROWERS ASSOCIATION. SPRING ROUND UP, No. 1 1887]. [Cheyenne. 1887].
9,[1]pp. plus twenty ruled record sheets (seven completed in manuscript), signed
“Affidavit of Foreman,” and ten blank sale forms. Contemporary wallet-style tan
cloth. Cloth a bit soiled. Internally clean. Near fine.

This copy bears the bookplate of noted Americana
collector Thomas W. Streeter on the verso of the
wallet flap. It appeared in the Streeter sale in a
group lot with several other such “maverick books.”
The Wyoming Stock Growers Association was a
consortium of the larger regional cattle owners who
banded together for common profit. Since most
cattle grazed freely on unfenced land, mavericks
(unmarked strays) were sold at auction to benefit the
Association. The present “maverick book” includes
instructions to foremen (who patrolled the ranges and
often discovered strays), blank forms for recording
such strays (here largely completed in manuscript),
and bills of sale for when the mavericks were sold.
The completed blank form on the front pastedown indicates this copy was employed by either “William Booker – Foreman” or his assistant, Daniel Arnold,
during the spring roundup of 1887 for District No. 1. This would have been after
the catastrophic winter of 1886-87, which destroyed a significant percentage of
stock on the northern range. These maverick books also contained partiallyprinted “Foreman’s Bill of Sale” forms at the rear of each copy – in this example
about half have been removed, almost certainly for contemporary use. A prime
Wyoming cattle item, with an important provenance.
STREETER SALE 2374 (this copy). STOPKA 1887.16 (ref).
$3000.

