
catalogue three hundred seventy-two

Manuscripts, Archives
& Photographs

William Reese Company
409 Temple Street

New Haven, CT 06511

(203) 789-8081



Available on request or via our website are our bulletins as well as recent cata-
logues 366 Latin Americana, 367 Broadsides & Broadsheets, 369 Recent Acquisitions 
in Americana, 370 Natural History, and 371 African Americana.  E-lists, available 
only on our website, cover a broad range of topics, as well as our offerings at 
recent book fairs.  A portion of our stock may be viewed on our website as well.  

Terms

Material herein is offered subject to prior sale.  All items are as described and are 
considered to be on approval.  Notice of return must be given within ten days un-
less specific arrangements are made.  Residents of applicable states must be billed 
state sales tax.  Postage and insurance charges are billed to all nonprepaid domestic 
orders.  Overseas orders are sent by air unless otherwise requested, with full postage 
charges billed at our discretion.  Payment by check, wire transfer, or bank draft is 
preferred, but may also be made by MasterCard or Visa.

William Reese Company                                                Phone: (203) 789-8081
409 Temple Street                                                      Fax: (203) 865-7653
New Haven, CT  06511                                                       E-mail: amorder@
reeseco.com
www.williamreesecompany.com

Front cover: 66. Pole, Thomas: A Collection of Profiles by Thomas Pole, M.D. [London & 
Bristol. ca. 1785-1824?]. 

rear cover: 50. [Mexico]: [Collection of Proclamations and Documents from Nuevo 
León in the Mid-19th Century]. [Mexico. 1853-1870].

This catalogue is another in a series devoted to historical evidence – the original letters, 
images, and archives from which much of our history is written.  Among the material 
included are letters from men and women who were political leaders, members of the 
founding generation, and prominent in public life and the arts.  There are archives of 
letters from Civil War soldiers who fought for the Union and those who fought against 
it, records of significant businesses including railroads and iron manufacturers, ship’s 
logs and journals of sailors, a letter from Valley Forge in January 1778, Revolutionary 
War orders, an archive related to a Native American leader, a manuscript cookbook 
from Mexico, a collection of pamphlets on cycling at the turn of the 20th century, and 
much more.  Among specific highlights is a remarkable manuscript map showing the 
road from Boston to Penobscot Bay in 1765 (item 8), a letter from Cotton Mather 
casting aspersions on the character of a neighboring minister (47), election results from 
the 1804 New York Governor’s race – a precursor to the Hamilton-Burr duel (56), the 
log of a Spanish naval galleon in the 1760s (27), a remarkable music manuscript by a 
talented young woman in the 1820s and ‘30s (75), a collection of portrait miniatures 
by Quaker physician and minister Thomas Pole (66), and letters from the intelligent 
young daughter of an American industrialist in Tsarist Russia (28).  A wide variety of 
material, appealing to a wide variety of interests. 



 Photographic Memorial
of a Christian Missionary in Kenya

  1. [African Photographica]: Mbirika, Vincent Elyidardy Abukuse: POR-
TRAIT OF THE LATE PETRO ANDAYI MBIRIKA [manuscript 
title]. Nairobi, Kenya. September 10, 1960. [37]pp., consisting of a manuscript 
narrative interspersed with seventy-four vernacular photographs (twelve 2¼ x 
2¼ inches, the remaining sixty-two approximately 3¼ x 5¼ inches) all with 
extensive captions, and four mounted telegrams. Oblong quarto. Contemporary 
blue leatherette photograph album, string-tied. Minor wear and rubbing to 
covers. Near fine. 

A unique and heart-wrenching manuscript and photographic memorial documenting 
the last illness, death, and funeral of a Christian preacher in Kenya, Petro Andayi 
Mbirika, in the spring of 1960.  The author of the narrative and captions, and 
compiler of the album, is Petro Andayi Mbirika’s son, Vincent Elyidardy Abukuse 
Mbirika.  Vincent signs his name on the third page of the album, at the conclu-
sion of the introductory manuscript text.  Also, three images in the album capture 
the younger Mbirika, including one showing him at the side of his father’s coffin, 



dressed in coat and tie.  According to the manuscript narrative at the beginning, 
Vincent composed the present album on his last night in Nairobi before returning 
to the United States “for higher studies.”  Mbirika would indeed go on to higher 
education in the United States, earning a doctorate from New York University in 
1970.  His dissertation is titled “An Examination of the Functions of the Univer-
sity of East Africa in Relation to the Needs of the People.”  He then returned to 
a professorship in Kenya, where he apparently still lives. 

Ever the devoted son, Vincent writes that his father “was a great person, not by 
body, even not by fame, but he was great in the way he dealt with different people 
and in the manner in which he handled everyone....My father preached the Gospel 
of Christ from 1913 to his death, and in so doing established 10 churches in Kisa 
Location.”  Vincent also recounts the circumstances leading to his father’s death, 
which involved his father falling more than twelve feet from the roof of his own 
house.  Petro seemed to recover for a while, but was ultimately struck down with 
brain damage as a result of the fall. 

The subsequent photographs and captions record the life, death, and funeral 
of Petro Andayi Mbirika in vivid detail.  Vincent includes several photographs of 
his father and other family members in happier times, and his father’s house from 
as early as 1956.  These are followed by a handful of photographs of Petro in the 
hospitals at Maseno and Mwihila.  After the four telegrams Vincent received from 
various friends informing him of his father’s accident and death, the remainder of 
the album is concerned with Petro’s wake and funeral, with numerous photographs 
of Petro’s body.  Various images show Petro’s wife (and Vincent’s mother) “seated 
near my dead father’s body”; Vincent’s uncle “Ernest seated beside the dead body 
of his elder brother Petro Andayi”; various relatives in group shots and seated at 
Petro’s coffin; the funeral itself, which “more than 5,000 people attended”; preachers 
such as Rev. Andreya Muyela and Mr. Jotham Koli sermonizing at the funeral; the 
procession of the funeral to the gravesite; the fencing in of Petro’s grave “to stop 
it from getting spoiled by animals”; Sunday church service held near Petro’s grave; 
and finally the elaborate cementing of Petro’s gravesite in late August. 

Before 1963, Kenya was a British colony; as such, the Mbirika family members 
were British citizens at the time the present album was composed, but seem to 
have preserved many African traditions.  One of these traditions is evident from 
the present album, in which the ritual of esilemba is observed and captured in 
six photographs.  Esilemba is a funereal dance staged for respected members of 
the Abanyole people in Kenya, designed to elevate the spirit of and ward off evil 
influences surrounding the deceased.  The ritual was performed for Petro Andayi 
Mbirika, a testament to his stature among his community. 

A sad but precious record of a devoted son’s final memorial to his departed 
father in Africa.  $2000.



 Confederate Civil War Archive of Alabama Brothers
Who Served in the Trans-Mississippi West and Atlanta,

One of Whom Died in the War

  2. Alldredge, William Valient, Sgt.: [Civil War]: [CONFEDERATE CIV-
IL WAR ARCHIVE OF THE ALLDREDGE FAMILY, MOSTLY 
RELATING TO CONFEDERATE 3rd SERGEANT WILLIAM VA-
LIENT ALLDREDGE AND HIS BROTHER, ANDREW PERRY 
ALLDREDGE, COMPANY “C,” 35th ALABAMA INFANTRY, 
WITH IMPORTANT BATTLE CONTENT IN LOUISIANA, 
MISSISSIPPI, AND GEORGIA, INCLUDING THE SINKING 
OF THE U.S.S. MISSISSIPPI, THE BATTLES OF CHAMPION 
HILL AND CORINTH, AND ACTIVITIES AROUND ATLAN-
TA]. [Various locations in Mississippi, Louisiana, and Georgia. August 11, 
1862 – September 13, 1864]. Thirteen autograph letters, signed, totaling 
forty-eight pages, plus approximately thirty-five pages of additional assorted 
manuscript documents. Minor chipping or loss to a few letters, costing a 
small amount of text; one separated along horizontal folds, moderate toning, 
old folds. More significant wear and old repairs to some later documents and 
family papers. Overall about very good. In plastic sleeves within a modern 
black plastic report notebook. 

A collection of autograph war-dated letters and other documents and family papers 
related to the Confederate Civil War service of William Valient Alldredge and his 
brother, Andrew Perry Alldredge.  The Alldredge brothers were third-generation 
Alabamans who both fought in the 35th Alabama Infantry during the Civil War, 
as did their brother, Warren.  William Valient Alldredge was the only one of the 



three brothers to survive the war.  Warren Alldredge was killed in Atlanta on August 
22, 1864; Andrew Perry Alldredge was captured at Oxford, Mississippi, and died 
in a military prison in Alton, Illinois.  The most notable portion of the archive is 
a collection of thirteen war-dated autograph letters, signed, from William Valient 
Alldredge, all signed “W.V. Alldredge” and/or “Billy” or “Billie”; and two war-dated 
letters from Andrew Perry Alldredge, signed “Andy Aldridge” or “Andy Perry All-
dredge.”  Both of Andrew Perry Alldredge’s early war-dated letters are written on 
the same sheets of paper as William’s first two letters. 

The majority of the archive relates to Sgt. William Valient Alldredge (later 
normalized to Aldridge, including on his tombstone).  William Alldredge served 
his regiment from its April 1862 inception (when he was just twenty-two years 
old) until the end of the Civil War.  During the course of these three tumultu-
ous years, the 35th Alabama earned an impressive array of battle honors.  After 
participating in the assault on Corinth, actions around Vicksburg, and the defense 
of Port Hudson in Louisiana, the regiment joined the Army of Tennessee oppos-
ing Sherman during the summer-long siege of Atlanta.  In total, Alldredge saw 
battle action at Coffeeville, Baton Rouge, Baker’s Creek, Big Black River, Jackson, 
Enterprise, Corinth, New Hope Church, Kennesaw Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, 
Atlanta, Jonesboro, Big Shanty, Decatur, Franklin, and Nashville.  The Confed-
eracy’s subsequent disaster at Nashville was followed by the Carolinas Campaign 
and, ultimately, surrender.  Alldredge surrendered at Wheeler Station in Lawrence 
County, Alabama on May 17, 1865.  After the war Sgt. Alldredge returned home, 
married three times, raised a family, and died a venerable patriarch at the highly 
respectable age of ninety-eight in the summer of 1937. 

The Alldredge brothers’ Civil War letters begin on August 11, 1862 and run 
through September 13, 1864, accounting for over two years during the heart of 
the war in the Trans-Mississippi West and Georgia during Sherman’s Atlanta 
Campaign.  The young Alabamans write to their parents, siblings (sometimes in 
the same letter), and unnamed aunt about military life, clothing received, money 
sent, the places they and their third brother visited, and more; William or Andrew 
occasionally mention their third brother, Warren, who was also serving with them 
in the 35th Alabama.  In the first letter, dated August 11, 1862, while camped “10 
miles from Baton Rouge at a creek,” William writes to his parents a week after the 
Battle of Baton Rouge (misspellings unchanged throughout): 

Some think we will go back to Baton Rouge but I don’t think we will at least 
I hope not though if we have to try the yankees again I am ready and willing 
as any body to pitch in tho my opinion is that we will go back towards home 
as I understand that Gen Brecnkenridge says he is going to take his troop back 
through North Ala Tenn and in to Ky that will suit us all and if there is any 
yanks in Ala you augt to see the little 35th make them get out.

In the same letter Andrew also writes to his parents, and then separately to his 
brother and sisters.  He reports that he has recently been in “a wright tight battle 
last Thursday” (the Battle of Baton Rouge) and that he prefers Louisiana to Mis-



sissippi.  He writes to his brother Clem and his sisters, Betty and Frany, that he 
misses them and remarks that “God has been so merciful as to spare me through 
sickness, travails, & battle he surely spare me to go home once more....” 

The next four-page letter actually contains correspondence from the brothers 
from two separate days and locations.  This was likely an effort to maximize the 
paper available to the Confederate brothers, as they fill up the bifolium.  The first 
letter is dated September 18, 1862 from “Marcial” [Marshall] County, Mississippi.  
Here Andrew writes to his mother about sending home money, and for the regret he 
feels for “the trouble you and the children had to save your things from the hands 
of the yankees though I don’t think you will have any more trouble with them....I 
think they are about playd out.”  William writes to his parents two days later 
from Gray’s Creek, Mississippi, where he reports that he is well and that Warren 
has been sent home, at least temporarily.  On the same day, William writes to his 
siblings, calling his sister Betty “the prettyes girl in the Confederate States of A.”  
He also says that “the news is that the yanks are in five miles of us and we expect 
to fight tomorrow.”  Another short letter on this bifolium was written by Andrew 
to “My Dear Sister” Betty, and dated September 20 in “Camp near Grand Junction 
Tenn.”  Andrew thanks God for bringing him thus far through the war, as he has 
“been saved through many dangers by the prayers of my dearest friends.”  The last 
short letter here is written to Andrew’s other siblings, his brother Clem and sister 
“Phrany.”  He sends them money and expresses his continued desire to be home. 

From this point forward the letters are written exclusively by William Alldredge.  
The next comes from William on October 15 from Holly Springs after the Battle 
of Corinth, which took place about ten days earlier in Mississippi.  William writes, 
in part: 

Andy and myself are in tolerable health....I have been in another hard fight 
harder than the Baton Rouge fight & came out safe again....The march we 
were on when you left us father lasted 16 days including the three days we 
were fighting.  There was no person killed or wounded in our company though 
we lost eight on the retreat from Corinth....I do not know what our loss is but 
estimate it in killed wounded and missing at about eight thousand....

After two more pages of detail on the Battle of Corinth, William signs the letter, 
“Your affectionate son until Death....” 

William reports next from Holly Springs, Mississippi on November 2, 1862, 
writing separate notes to his parents and siblings.  His brother Andrew is with him 
but does not write, as he in unwell.  An excerpt reads: “There seems again to be a 
hope of peace the latest papers state England and France are about to recognise us 
as independent and the men in camps seem to be in high spirits though I have heard 
so much favorable news that it has but little impression on me.”  He writes to his 
siblings about the general review he participated in recently: “there was about 30 
regts of us infantry and cavalry and Artillery to any amount all in one field besides 
there was Gen Price, Vandorn, Lovel [sic] and Rust with all their aids there must 
have been in all 40,000 men....” 



On January 11, 1863, William is near Grenada, Mississippi, where he sends 
home not a letter at all, but rather writes out the lyrics to a song called “Weeping 
Willow (I’ll Hang My Harp on the Willow Tree).”  The song was apparently a 
standard known at the time, and echoes William’s experiences going off to war.  He 
next writes from Port Hudson, Louisiana on March 17, 1863, and then again two 
days later.  His March 17 letter to his mother reports on an interesting incident: 

Mother we have been expecting a fight here ever since we came here but they 
have not made the attack as yet.  Well I say they have not made the attack yet 
they did attack our batterys last Saturday Knight and got whiped badly.  We 
set one of their gun boats on fire and burnt it up.  It floated down the river 
and made a pretty light as it went down and the bombs bursting till it floated 
down about 20 miles and then the magazine took fire and it exploded the noise 
was the loudest I ever heard.  The ship sank and the lights was seen no more 
this all night...the name of the one that was burnt was the Mississippi Ship.

The ship in question here was the U.S.S. Mississippi, which previously served as 
Commodore Matthew Perry’s flagship during the Mexican-American War and on 
his expedition to Japan in 1853. 

An excerpt from William’s March 19 letter to his aunt reads: “I have no hopes 
of getting home till this unholy war ceases....I saw two yankees yesterday.  I asked 
them if they had seceded.  They said yes and commence laughing.  When they went 
to leave us they told us goodby and said they were now off for Jackson and seemed 
very much pleased.  They belong to the 174th N.Y. Regt....” 

After serving in Louisiana, the 35th Alabama was ordered back to Mississippi, 
where they eventually headed south to participate in the Vicksburg campaign.  Wil-
liam writes separately (but on the same sheet of paper) to his parents and sisters 
on April 12, 1863.  Here William mentions that he “can’t wash without raking all 
the skin off my fingers but I have got a negro employed to do all my washing on a 
credit....Gen Buford’s brigade is ordered here the 27th Ala is in that brigade....”  He 
mentions later in this same letter that he is uneasy because has not heard anything 
about his brother Andy; unbeknownst to William, Andrew had died two months 
earlier at a Union prison in Alton, Illinois, where he is buried in a Confederate 
Cemetery.  On the same sheet William writes to his sisters, reporting that “the 
girls in Louisiana are the prettyest and most kind hearted girls you ever saw they 
treat a soldier like a white man....” 

Still in Jackson on May 25, William writes a long letter to his family.  Here 
William recounts in detail the movements made by his unit during the Battle of 
Champion Hill (also known as the Battle of Baker’s Creek), a decisive Union victory 
that all but sealed the Siege of Vicksburg.  William’s letter reads, in part: 

When we came back from Chattanooga we went down the west side of Big 
Black River in the neighborhood of Vicksburg on Friday the 15th of May.  
We marched upon the road leading from Edwards depot to Raymond.  We 
camped and our regt was sent out on picket we lay near the yankee lines all 



Knight.  The next morning we sent out skirmishers and opened the fight they 
shelled us pretty tight our skirmishers fought them as we all fell back gradually 
to our lines where we joined the Brigade.  This was all on the east side of Big 
Black and on the E side of Bakers Creek also about 20 miles from Vicksburg.  
The fight did not begin as a regular fight till about 2 o’clock but they kept 
skirmishing all day at about 2 o’clock Gen Stephenson on the left and Gen 
Bowin in the center began the most furious firing I ever heard.  Gen Lor-
ing’s division was on the right this is the division that we are in.  We double 
quicked down to where they was fighting and our regt was sent to support the 
St. Louis Battery.  We lay behind it for some length of time under a heavy 
fire.  We had but one man killed and but few wounded.  George Hubard was 
killed none of your acquaintance hurt.  While we were in there between the 
enemys lines and Bakers Creek they having about 75,000 men surrounded us....
Stephenson’s division cut their way out and fell back to Big Black and they 
fought there on Sunday a hard fight and they have fought and fell back till 
they are at Vicksburg.  They have been fighting ever day since it is reported 
that we are getting best of it at Vicksburg though they whipped us on the first 
day...night came in and we slipped out south of the battlefield we marched 
within 200 yds of the yankee line of battle.  Nobody said a word and we got 
out after double quicking all day....

At this point William’s letters jump over a year, to July 30, 1864, when he is stationed 
in the “Line of battle near Atlanta, Ga.”  William’s letter reads, in part: 

Warren is well or was a few days ago.  I have not seen him in two or three 
days....We have written I dont know how many letters to you since we left home.  
Some we sent by mail and some by hand but we have never heard a word from 
home yet.  I long to see a letter from you but it does seem that we can’t get 
a letter at all.  We have been in line of battle ever since the 25th of May...we 
had a fight on the 20 inst in which John Stewart was wounded shot through 
the left hand but not badly....Hardee fought them on our right on the 22nd, 
whipt them and drove them out of their breastworks....I was slightly wounded 
in the left ankle....James Williams and Bill Stewart were slightly wounded but 
we are all on duty now.  I am picket or skirmish today but as the enemy has not 
advanced we are not skirmishing any today.  Our skirmishing here is generally 
harder fighting than the cavalry ever has in North Ala[bama].  This has been 
the most serious campaign I ever experienced and it is not near over yet and 
I have no idea when it will be over....Gen Joe E Johnston is releaved from his 
command here and Gen Hood is in command of this army....

William writes again to his parents from Atlanta in August 13, 1864.  He is still 
with his brother Warren, who would die in Atlanta a couple of weeks later.  His 
letter reads, in part: 

It is not necessary for me to try to tell you what is going on in Georgia in regard 
to war matters but we have had no general engagement since the 28th....We 
are about 6 or 7 miles from the city South West it is reported that the enemy is 



moving now this way but we are fixing for them.  The boys are all buisy diging 
and throwghing up breastworks which the yankees know won’t do to charge...
we are now in line of battle again but ever thing is going on quietly today....

William’s penultimate correspondence is a sad entry in his series of letters.  Here, 
writing from Lovejoy Station, Georgia on September 11, William reports to his 
parents on the death of their son and his brother, Warren: 

It is with the greatest imaginable grief that I inform you of the death of my last 
and dear brother your devoted Son.  He died at Pim Hospital Griffin Ga...was 
buried very nice at the soldiers grave yard....What a glorious thing it is to be 
prepared to die he had been making preparations long before he was wounded 
and when he died there was not a frown on his face and he died perfectly easy 
just like going to sleep with his hands across his breast he breathed his last and 
his wearied soul took its flight to that happy land where wars and pestilence 
is not known....

William also updates his parents on his experiences in and around Atlanta: 

Well I will write you the condition of things here.  Atlanta is gave up and we 
are 35 or 40 miles South of Atlanta on the Atlanta and Macon RR gave into 
camps after lying in the ditches nearly four months.  While we were in Atlanta 
the yankees sent a raid around in our rear and burned our wagon train with 
our bagage burnt all of mine and Warrens clothes only what we had on and we 
wore them out.  I dont need any thing only socks having drawn some clothes.  
I have got Warrens coat pocket book and other things he had in his pockets....

William’s last letter also comes from Lovejoy Station, two days after his previous 
correspondence.  Here William bemoans his lack of pay and expresses an interest 
to transfer to another unit.  He is anxious to receive a letter from home, since “the 
yankees have all left Decatur I am glad to hear it.  I hope they will not pester you 
any more.  I will close my letter hoping that God may bless you all and save you 
all from dangers and difficulties in this world and the world to come.” 

The archive also includes a manuscript recipe for “Confederate Dye Blue,” 
likely written by William; five manuscript army documents, including Alldredge’s 
post-surrender parole; two partial 20th-century rosters of part of Co. “C” of the 
35th Alabama; an undated, two-page letter from a Tennessee soldier named Francis 
V. Simril; ten pages of antebellum song lyrics and verse; nine postwar letters and 
receipts totaling sixteen pages; an 1898 letter outlining Alldredge genealogy; and 
a 1957 letter soliciting donations for publishing a family history. 

Sergeant Alldredge’s manuscript parole reads:

William V. Alldredge was mustered in to the Confederate military Servis as 
Sergent in Co C 35th Alabama Vols at Courtland Lawrence County Alabama 
on the 25th day of February 1862 by Maj. Jones; and Surrendered to Col 
Fairbanks of U.S. Army at Wheeler Sta. Lawrence Co Ala on the 17th day of 
May 1865.  Signed W.V. Alldredge May 17th 1865.



An  important manuscript archive of Confederate servicemen during the Civil War, 
with valuable content on notable battles, camp life, troop movements, and the like, 
but also familial relationships back home and with, in a literal sense, brothers lost 
in battle.  $12,500.

 Log Book of a South Atlantic Cruise

  3. [American Naval Log]: [MANUSCRIP T LOG BOOK OF AN 
AMERICAN SEAMAN ABOARD THE U.S.S. SHAMOKIN, SAIL-
ING IN SOUTH AMERICAN WATERS]. [Various places]. January 
1 – November 20, 1866. 117pp. Approximately 17,500 words written in neat 
pencil and sepia ink. Small quarto. Contemporary marbled boards, rebacked 
with modern linen, new endpapers. Contemporary lithographic print of the 
ship La Oriental pasted on p.84, with text composed around print. A few 
pages dampstained, otherwise internally clean. In very good condition. 

A seaman’s journal maintained aboard the U.S.S. Shamokin, a 1370-ton Mohongo 
class iron double-ender steam gunboat.  Built in Chester, Pennsylvania, the ship 
was delivered to the Navy in July 1865, but was not commissioned until October of 
that year.  Between 1866 and 1868 the ship served in the South Atlantic Squadron, 
primarily off the coast of South America.  Thus this journal records the ship’s voy-
age during its first year of service.  The anonymous author’s entries record condi-
tions and activities on board, with references to coaling ships (the source of power 
for the Shamokin, as well as other vessels sighted and encountered.  Many of the 
days were filled with the routine of cleaning and maintaining the ship, but a few 



special incidents are noted.  These include meeting a group of “Lady Emigrants 
from Boston” on their way to Oregon; the tale of a very drunken, belligerent sailor 
on board who eluded capture by the authorities; the attempts to save the American 
sidewheeler La Oriental (a small lithographic print of the sidewheeler is pasted into 
the journal); and the collision of the Shamokin and the Brazilian steamship General 
Floris.  While the author primarily writes of activities on board the Shamokin, he 
does make several observations about the hostilities between Brazil and Paraguay.
 $1750.

 “the G[eneral] is informed a number of free Negroes are desirous
of inlisting he gives Leave to the recruiting officers

to entertain them & promises to Lay the matter
before the Congress who he doubts not will approve it.”

  4. [American Revolution]: [Alden, J.C. or I.C.]: [COLLECTION 
OF FOURTEEN LEAVES FROM ONE OR MORE ORDERLY 
BOOKS KEPT DURING THE SIEGE OF BOSTON EARLY IN 
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, WITH CONTENT RELATED 
TO KNOWLTON’S RAID ON BUNKER HILL AND AN ENLIST-
MENT REQUEST BY “FREE NEGROES”]. [Roxbury and Cambridge, 
Ma. December 15, 1775 to January 12, 1776]. [28]pp. on fourteen leaves. 
Most leaves chipped with various levels of loss, either to the bottom edge or 
fore-edge. Heavily tanned, some staining resulting in blurring or obscuring 
of some text. Good only. Individually stored in archival sleeves within a large 
black cloth binder. 

A collection of manuscript leaves taken from one (or possibly more) orderly books 
during the early stages of the Revolutionary War during the Siege of Boston, and 
written by aides-de-camp to Gen. Artemus Ward and Gen. George Washington.  
The orders contained on these leaves cover a variety of issues important to the na-
scent Continental Army, including discipline, training, supplies, and food, as well 
as the potential use of free African Americans in military roles. 

The leaves are dated as follows: December 15-27, 29-31, 1775; January 1-12, 
1776 [and] December 24, 26-28, 1775; January 1-3, 5, 7-10, 12, 1776.  The verso 
of the final leaf is docketed, “Orderly Book Camp Roxbury 1776 JC Alden” (or “IC 
Alden”).   This signature likely refers to either Ichabod Alden or a fellow member 
of the prominent Massachusetts Alden family, perhaps a John or Joseph C. Alden.  
Though Alden’s docketing indicates at least some portion of the present leaves 
come from his orderly book, the multiple date ranges and at least two different 
handwriting styles indicate that some portion of them come from one or two ad-
ditional orderly books. 

After the Battles of Lexington and Concord on April 19, 1775, which opened 
the hostilities in the Revolutionary War, Massachusetts and Connecticut militia-



men established a siege line around British-held Boston.  As the city was on a 
peninsula, the only land access was across the narrow neck that connected it to the 
mainland.  Continental troops set up headquarters at Cambridge on the opposite 
side of the inner harbor, and Roxbury to the south of the city (now part of the 
greatly expanded city of Boston). 

These orderly book leaves begin at Roxbury Camp in Boston on December 15, 
1775.  The fall and winter of that year proved a critical period for the American 
forces and the entire revolutionary effort: the Continental Army had been formally 
established only three months earlier, and the early Continental Army required 
massive training, acquisition of supplies, governmental communications networks, 
and reorganization if it was to begin fighting effectively by the spring of 1776.  The 
orders, excerpts from letters, and reports of courts martial composing the primary 
subject matter of these pages reflect the urgency of the moment. 

These documents, written during the course of the siege, record a variety of 
official internal actions taken by the Continental Army.  They contain regimental 
orders, general orders, notifications of troop movements, records of guard duty, 



mentions of supplies, and much more.  Quotations with misspellings are unchanged 
throughout.  A December 23 entry records notice of $800 worth of blankets set to 
be received “on Monday next” and an order to captains requiring them to record 
“the mens names the companys they belong to and the Towns they came from” for 
all regiments.  This is followed by an order stating that “the General expects from 
the Officers and Soldiers a strict obedience to the General Standing Orders for-
biding rambling from the Camps without leave and hopes every person will exert 
himself in his particular station to preserve order and that elertness so necessary in 
an Army within canon shot of their Enemy.” 

Another entry warns of the further ill effects of lax attention to guard duty: 

[Soldiers] who are placed in such important posts when they consider that a 
door has been opened by them for the Enemy to enter the camps & massacre 
and captivate thousands of their fellow countrymen and that a total loss of 
our righteous and glorious cause might thereby insue is impossible to conject; 
words are insufficient to paint the infamy and horror of such a scene.  The Genl. 
therefore with a heart full of anxiety & concern for the safety of the Camps 
most earnestly pleads that the field officers in particular and with officers of 
every rank to be unwearied in their endeavor to instruct others in the most 
assential rules & customs of the Camps....”

On Christmas Eve there is an entry relating an order from George Washington about 
the distribution of supplies of corned beef, pork, milk, rice, “Indian meal,” spruce 
beer, molasses, candles, and more.  Such supplies are ordered to be distributed by 
the “Comisary Genl. to able the troops of the United Colonies....” 

As with other known examples of early Revolutionary orderly books, a large 
portion of the content addresses the fundamental issue of military discipline, fa-
mously lacking in the early days of the Continental Army.  The present collection 
includes numerous records relating to courts martial and disciplinary actions, such 
as a soldier who was “tried by the above court...for robbing the Quarter Master 
Gls store...therefore adjudge him to receive 10 lashes on his naked back.”  Another 
“court of inquiry” is described here on December 20, arising from an incident “on 
Winter Hill on the 20 of October Last against Gl. Trumble”; the inquiry was set 
to take place at the home of Gen. Israel Putnam.  Another officer is found guilty 
of “abusive language and acting unbecoming an officer” and fined two pounds.  On 
December 24 a “court of enquiry” ordered by General Ward to look into a “matter 
of Quartering Troops” finds General Parks acted “in obedience and agreeable to 
his orders.”  Yet another court martial finds “Thomas Jeffry” guilty of desertion 
and orders him to pay a fine of twenty pounds “to be appropriated according to the 
Rules & Regulations of the Continental Army.” 

The end of 1775 brought about a crucial moment in the development of the 
Continental Army.  December 31 was the deadline for re-enlistment for officers 
currently serving in Boston.  The entries for the last few days of December men-
tion the time has arrived when “troops not again inlisted will be released from 



their present engagements.  The Genl [most likely Washington] recomends it to 
them to consider what will be the consequence of their abrupt departure from the 
Lines....”   He argues this will “retard the forming & the proper government of 
the new Regiments.”  On December 30 the keeper records a remarkable passage 
involving potential African-American volunteers to the Continental Army: “As the 
G[enera]l. is informed a number of free Negroes are desirous of inlisting he gives 
Leave to the recruiting officers to entertain them & promises to Lay the matter 
before the Congress who he doubts not will approve it.” 

The first day of 1776 finds General Washington in hopeful spirits about the “New 
army which in every point of view is Continental.”  The compiler of the orderly 
book records that “the general flatters himself that a laudible spirit of emulation will 
prevail in evry part of it....His excellency hopes the Importance of the great cause 
we are engaged in will be deeply impressed upon evry mans mind & wishes it to 
be considered that an army without order & discipline is no better than a commis-
sioned mobb.”  Much of the content in early January is related to troop discipline, 
including further accounts of courts martial and corporal punishment of soldiers for 
breaches of military protocol.  On January 7 the aide writes that the “the Adjutant 
Genl will this day deliver to the Brigade Majors a Number of the New articles of 
War necessary to each Regt in their respective Brigade & that no mixture in regard 
to the articles may happen.  Back book is signed by John Hancock Esq president 
& counter signed by William Tudor judge advocate at the title page.” 

Then on January 9 the compiler records a commendation by General Washington 
with regard to an important event during the Siege of Boston: 

The Gen’l thanks Major Knowlton & the officers & soldiers under his com-
mand for the spirited conduct & secrecy with thich they burnt the houses 
near the enemies north on Bunker Hill.  The Genl was in a more particular 
manner pleasd with the resolution the party discovered in not firing a shot as 
nothing betrays greater signs of fear & less of the soldier than to begin a loose 
indirected & unmeaning fire from whence no good can result....

Washington expects the British to “revenge” the incident “for which reason the 
greatest vigilance & care is recommended.” 

The documents mention a great number of notable Massachusetts and New 
England patriots who served in the Massachusetts and Connecticut militia and 
infantry companies in the Continental Army.  The names in the present orderly 
book pages include Colonel Read, Colonel Danielson, Major Mitchel, Colonel Al-
den, Lieutenant Goodwin, Jedediah Huntington, Captain Ingersoll, Major Barnes, 
Gen. Horatio Gates, and numerous others, some listed as participants in courts 
martial proceedings. 

A well-worn but important and informative collection of orderly book leaves 
from the opening salvo of the American Revolution, when the ragtag Continental 
Army pushed the mighty British Empire back to Nova Scotia, at least temporar-
ily.  $5500.



 Commodore Bainbridge Informs Albert Gallatin
of U.S. Strategy Regarding the Barbary Powers

  5. Bainbridge, William: [MANUSCRIPT LETTER, SIGNED, FROM 
COMMODORE WILLIAM BAINBRIDGE TO ALBERT GALLA-
TIN, U.S. MINISTER TO FRANCE, ANNOUNCING HIS ARRIV-
AL AT GIBRALTAR WITH THE MEDITERRANEAN SQUAD-
RON AND SEEKING ADVICE ON A WINTER PORT]. U.S.S. 
Columbus, Leghorn [i.e. Livorno, Italy]. June 24, 1820. [2]pp. on a quarto 
sheet. Two closed cuts, from letterlock. Old folds, residue at edges from previ-
ous mounting (not affecting text). Very good. 

A brief but informative letter in which Commodore William Bainbridge writes 
Albert Gallatin, U.S. Minister to France, of his recent activity in the Mediterranean, 
during what was to be his final sea command.  Bainbridge explains that he has “...
been appointed to the command of the U States squadron in the Mediterranean, and 
that I arrived in Gibraltar on the 3 Inst. and was off Algiers on the 15th.  I shall 
proceed from hence off Tripoli and Tunis.  The object of maintaining the squadron 
under my command in the Mediterranean, is for the protection of the persons and 
property of the citizens of the U States from depredation by the Barbary pow-
ers – and to watch any hostile movements on their part.  The President of the U 
States has recommended me to keep up a regular correspondence with the resident 
Ministers from the U States at foreign courts – with respect to our commercial af-
fairs, generally.”  He promises to share relevant information with Gallatin and “shall 
receive with due attention” any communication Gallatin sends to him.  Bainbridge 
concludes his letter asking Gallatin where his ships should spend the winter: “I have 
not yet determined, in which port of the Meditern.  I shall winter the Squadron 
under my command; I have thought of Toulon, will you be pleased to give me your 
opinion whether the U.S. Squadron would be well received at that place, to winter.”  
Below his closing and signature Bainbridge adds one more note, emphasizing their 
resolve: “Our relations with the Barbary powers remain uninterrupted.”  A further 
note on the verso of the sheet instructs that Bainbridge’s letter was to be directed 
to the care of the U.S. Consul at Gibraltar, and sent to Gallatin from there. 

William Bainbridge (1774-1833) was no stranger to this region during his long 
and eventful career in the Navy.  He went to sea aboard a merchant vessel at age 
fifteen and became a captain before he turned twenty.  His career as a merchant 
ship captain was marked by daring and bravery, especially in facing down British 
privateering vessels.  Tensions with the Barbary states in the late 1790s, as well as 
growing naval conflicts with the British and French off the coast of the Americas, 
led to a build-up of the U.S. Navy, and Bainbridge joined in 1798 with the rank of 
lieutenant commander.  He eventually rose to the rank of commodore.  Bainbridge 
engaged in a number of skirmishes in the Caribbean and Mediterranean, and gained 
notoriety in late 1803 when his ship, the Philadelphia, was captured by Tripolitan 
pirates during the First Barbary War.  Bainbridge and his men were held captive 



in Tripoli for nearly two years, finally being liberated in a combined attack, me-
morialized in the “Marines’ Hymn” famous line: “...to the shores of Tripoli.”  He 
returned to the U.S. and was put in charge of the New York Navy Yard, where he 
supervised facilities and the construction of gunboats and, while on leave, again 
served as a merchant marine.  He returned from the last of his commercial voyages 
in 1812, shortly before the U.S. went to war with Great Britain.  In September 
he was given command of the frigate Constitution, on the second of her War of 
1812 cruises, and destroyed H.M.S. Java in battle on December 29, 1812.  In 1815 
he was back in the Mediterranean on the flagship Independence, commanding a 
squadron to suppress the renewed threat posed by the Barbary states during the 
Second Barbary War.  Albert Gallatin (1761-1849) had already served in the U.S. 
House and Senate, and as Secretary of the Treasury, before being appointed United 
States Minister to France by James Madison in 1816. 

Upon the return cruise to Boston the following year, Bainbridge transported 
Antonio Canova’s sculpture of George Washington on the U.S.S. Columbus.  Com-
missioned by the state of North Carolina in 1815 ( Jefferson recommended Canova 
as the sculptor), Canova presented Washington in the style of a Roman general.  It 
was completed in 1820, and North Carolina governor William Miller requested a 
U.S. naval vessel to transport it from Livorno.  $1250.

 A Novice Sailor’s Journal of His First U.S. Navy Cruise

  6. Beers, W.M.: PRIVATE JOURNAL OF W.M. BEERS [manuscript 
title]. [At sea off the coast of Africa, and Porto Praya, Cape Verde Islands]. 
1843-1845. [100]pp., and approximately 100 blank pages. Plus a shopping list. 
Contemporary three-quarter leather with marbled boards, decorative stamping 
on spine. Dampstaining and circular cuts to front board, costing approximately 
1½ x 12 inches of right edge of front board. Approximately sixteen leaves re-
moved from the back. Children’s drawings inside boards. Some dampstaining 
to first twenty pages, else text clean. Good. 

The manuscript journal of W.M. Beers, a regular seaman in the U.S. Navy, as he 
departs from Philadelphia aboard the U.S. Frigate Macedonian to Liberia, Porto 
Praya in the Cape Verde Islands, and the African coast, where the ship was posted 
to attack pirates and interdict the slave trade.  Beers seems to have been a landlub-
ber before he sailed, and his adjustment to nautical life was difficult.  About half 
the text consists of a journal, while the rest is Beers’ copies of letters written home 
from Porto Praya and other ports of call.  Beers was a devout man who finds it 
difficult to maintain his relationship with God while completing his responsibilities 
on board a ship.  In describing the differences between Sabbath in Philadelphia and 
on board a ship Beers writes: “[In Philadelphia] a universal respect paid to the day, 
the sanctuary of God open, preaching in all parts of the city and nothing to hinder 
you from worshipping God.  But here you know not the moment you may be called 
upon to perform some duty, which might as well as not be done on another day....” 



In a letter to a friend Beers comments on the behavior of his fellow sailors: “I 
cannot describe to you the feelings that I experienced the first day.  I was shocked...
to hear the blasphemy and curses which accompanied almost every sentence and I 
feel these things much more keenly as I had but just emerged from the society of 
those who had [thought] for the welfare of their eternal souls....” 

The journal is of a personal nature, consisting, for the most part, of Beers’ reli-
gious experiences and adjustment to living on the Macedonian.  The letters contain 
more information about shipboard life and the situation of the ship.  Journals by 
regular seamen from this period are most unusual.  $900.

 Senator Benton on the French Revolution

  7. Benton, Thomas Hart: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM 
THOMAS HART BENTON, DISCUSSING THE FRENCH REV-
OLUTION OF 1848]. Washington. March 28, 1848. [2]pp. plus integral 
blank. Folio. Old fold lines. Lightly soiled. About very good. In a tan cloth 
folder, gilt leather label. 

Senator Thomas Hart Benton writes to “Messrs. Stubbs, Ennis, Sheaham, &c., a 
committee, &c.,” discussing the French Revolution of 1848, in which he mentions 
the Marquis de Lafayette’s desire for democracy for the French people.  The Revolu-
tion of 1848 saw an end to the French monarchy and the beginnings of the Second 
Republic.  The Republic, however, lacked strong organization and leadership, and 
in 1851, President Louis Napoleon disbanded the elected assembly and declared 
himself Napoleon III.  The second French empire would last until 1871, when the 
Third Republic was established, which lasted until World War II.  In 1848, how-
ever, feelings were high and positive, as shown in this letter by Benton.  He writes: 

Above fifty years ago Lafayette said to the Constituent Assembly of France: ‘For 
a people to be free, it is sufficient that they will it.’  These brief, but profound 
words, have just had their impressive realization on the very spot on which that 
disciple of Washington spoke them.  The French Revolution of 1848 is one 
of Will.  The People willed it! and it came! and the first act of the Provisional 
Government, for the future government of France, is one of deference to the 
national Will.  A national election is ordered, and the whole question of their 
future government is referred to the votes of the French people.  If, in that 
election, the expression of the national Will shall correspond with its present 
manifestation, then the fate of France is fixed by those who have a right to fix 
it, and wo[e] to the sacrilegious hand that touches this work.

Thomas Hart Benton (1782-1858) was a Missouri Senator and statesman who 
served in the U.S. Senate for thirty years, during the crucial years leading up to the 
Civil War (1821-1851).  Prior to his service in the Senate he fought in the War of 
1812 and fought several duels, including one sword and pistol brawl with Andrew 
Jackson, though he later became a Jackson supporter and a staunch Democrat.  He 
broke with his party, however, over slavery and secession, staunchly arguing for 
preservation of the Union.  $900.



 The Original Route One,
Among the Earliest American Road Maps:
An Important Original Manuscript Survey

Accomplished for the Colonial Governor of Massachusetts in 1765

  8. Bernard, Francis [Miller, Francis, surveyor]: [MANUSCRIPT MAP 
ON VELLUM SURVEYING THE ROAD FROM BOSTON TO 
PENOBSCOT BAY, MAINE, TITLED ON THE MAP:] A PLAN 
OF THE ROAD FROM BOSTON TO PENOBSCOTT BAY. [New 
England. 1765]. Pen and ink with some grey wash, on three sheets of vellum, 
each backed on linen at a later date with rollers top and bottom. Sheet size: 
approximately 14 x 78 inches, if joined. Very good. In a black morocco-backed 
box. Provenance: Sir Francis Bernard, Colonial Governor of Massachusetts 
(1712-79); by descent to Robert Spencer Bernard, Nether Winchendon House, 
Buckinghamshire, England. 

A colonial American manuscript road map, one of only a handful to survive from 
prior to the Revolution, depicting the route from Boston to Penobscot Bay in Maine. 
Executed on vellum for the governor of Massachusetts, Sir Francis Bernard, the 
map prefigures the eventual road of the Post Road, now US Route 1. 

In November 1969 noted historian of cartography William P. Cumming discovered 
in the family home of Sir Francis Bernard “a collection of maps that, in purpose 
and type, differed so markedly from the more usual military, coastal and general 
colonial maps of the time that it stands out in both interest and importance.  These 
were domestic maps, of a gentleman’s estates and the roads to them....Probably Sir 
Francis’s most important contribution to cartography was to have careful surveys 
made of the roads from Boston to Saint George’s Fort in Maine....No route maps 
as detailed as these, except for two short New Jersey road maps, are known for any 
other section of the eastern seaboard until those of Christopher Colles in 1789” 
(Cumming, pp.29-30). 

The present manuscript map depicts the road from Boston to St. George’s Fort 
Maine, as well as the road from Boston to Weston, with mileages given between 
points and towns and rivers, large and small, identified along the way.  Done on a 
scale of approximately two miles to the inch, the map includes a box for a title drawn 
in on the central sheet, but only the first word “A” has been inserted.  Cumming 
records this map (as three separate entries) and cites a similar map of the same region 
and on the same scale, although the present example appears to be a draft which 
preceded it (see Cumming, Appendix A, maps MP/2, MP/3, MP/4, and MP/7). 

Sir Francis Bernard became the Colonial Governor of Massachusetts in late 
1759, shortly after British troops were victorious in the Battle of Quebec.  That 
decisive French and Indian War victory opened a vast region of present-day Maine 
for potential English settlement.  To honour their new governor, the Massachusetts 
Assembly petitioned the Crown to grant to Bernard “the Island of Mount Desart 
[sic] lying north eastward of Penboscot Bay.”  Bernard very quickly began to establish 



a scheme to colonize the lands, thereby affirming his grant.  Writing to Viscount 
Barrington on June 15, 1763, Bernard revealed his intentions to survey the region 
(quoted in The Barrington-Bernard Correspondence, p.70): 

I propose to reconnoitre this Country this Summer with great accuracy, the as-
sembly having authorised me to employ a Mathematician to make observations 
all along the Coast.  I have a very good Man for that purpose, the Professor 
of Mathematics at this College [ John Winthrop], whom I shall accompany, & 
assist myself.  And I shall make a further progress in surveying Mount Desert, 
unless I am ordered off from home.  I have concluded with 60 families with a 
Minister at their head & a Merchant to supply’m to settle there this Summer 
upon a plan already laid out: I want only power to make them a title.  There 
are also 920 families ready to settle upon the continent adjoining to the Islands 
in 12 Townships already mark’t out.  I shall grieve much (setting aside my own 
interest) if this settlement should be defeated; as it is compactly planned & laid 
out to great advantage.  And when I consider how much it has Cost the Gov-
ernment of Great Britain to settle 4000 Souls in some other Parts of America, 
I think it will be a great pity that such a Settlement should be refused when 
offered to be brought forward at no public expence at all.  For my own part 
I have been drawn into this scheme imperceptibly: & now the People call on 
me to be their leader, which I shall decline no longer, than till I can learn that 
my establishing a New Colony in a desert (which will long remain unpeopled 
if this opportunity is neglected) will be approved.

The year following that letter to Barrington, the present manuscript map was 
surveyed and drawn by talented military mapmaker Francis Miller, the details of 
which are recounted by Bernard in letter to Barrington of January 11, 1766 (quoted 
in The Barrington-Bernard Correspondence, p.103): 

I am desired to certify to your Lordship, that at the beginning of the Year 
1764 Genl Gage at my Request, gave Leave to Ensign Francis Miller of the 
45th regiment, then stationed in Newfoundland to come to Boston to assist 



me in some Works of Public Surveying, which I had undertaken in pursuance 
of resolutions of the general Assembly & partly by Orders from England.  Mr 
Miller being then at an outpost & not easily relieved did not arrive at Boston 
till Nov in that Year, when the Season for actual Surveying was over.  He was 
employed that Winter & Spring following in protracting the Surveys made that 
Summer, among which was a compleat Route from Fort Pownal [sic] on the 
River Penobscot to Quebec, & some other curious explorations of the Eastern 
parts of New England hitherto unknown to Englishmen: of which, elegant Maps 
drawn by Mr Miller have been transmitted to the Board of Trade.  Early in the 
Last Summer I employed M’ Miller (having previously informed Genl Gage of 
the Intention) to make an actual Survey from Boston to Albany & back again 
by another Way being near 200 Miles; & afterwards from Boston to Penobscot 
being above 200 Miles; by which Means a true Geometrical Line of 400 Miles 
in length through part of New York & all the habitable part of New-England 
has been obtained, which will afford great Assistance to the Ascertaining the 
Geography of this Country & its Sea Coast.  After this Survey was finished 
he was employed in protracting the Same & making Drawings thereof which 
he has done with great Accuracy & Elegance.

This important manuscript map, detailing the route from Boston to Maine, is among 
the earliest American road maps. 

 CUMMING, BRITISH MAPS OF COLONIAL AMERICA, pp.29-30; Appendix A. 
The Barrington-Bernard Correspondence (Cambridge: Harvard University, 1912). $175,000.

 In Support of the Mexican-American War

  9. Brackenridge, Henry M.: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, 
FROM H.M. BRACKENRIDGE TO RICHARD S. COXE]. Taren-
tum, [Pa.]. January 5, 1848. [3]pp. written on folded folio sheet, addressed 
on verso. Small burn hole in lower left corner not affecting text. Very good. 



Brackenridge is best known for his first book, Views of Louisiana... (Pittsburgh, 
1814).  Richard Coxe, to whom he addresses this letter, was a distinguished attor-
ney and judge advocate, great-grandson of Daniel Coxe and son of William Coxe.  
Richard Coxe also published, among other titles, Review of the Relations Between 
the United States and Mexico in 1846. 

In this letter, Brackenridge writes about his wish to publish his “Mexican let-
ters,” apparently letters in which he expresses his views concerning the on-going 
Mexican War.  He regrets that he turned over the original thirty-two letters to the 
editor of The Commercial Journal for publication.  The letters reside in the editor’s 
files (Brackenridge only retained ten or twelve of them), but the editor “is a part 
of fanatics against all war, and especially the Mexican war, and therefore not very 
anxious for their publication.”  (Tutorow lists Brackenridge’s Mexican Letters Written 
During the Progress of the Late War Between the United States and Mexico [Washington, 
1850].)  The rest of the letter is devoted to politics and the Mexican-American War.  
“You informed W. Irwin, that there was some probability of a new Commission.  
If the administration should think proper to appoint me, I would serve.  In fact, 
it is the only appointment...I would accept.  I regard the unFinished business, as 
properly belonging to me; and but one act of justice on the part of the administra-
tion, to allow me to finish it.”  He goes on to say that he feels the Whig party made 
many progressive steps, including toward a peace with Mexico.  “Such speeches as 
those of Corwin, and Clay, and Gallatin...encourage her to hold out.  The course of 
the Federalists, had the same effect, during the last war with England; how much 
more with the ignorant Mexicans.”  He severely criticizes Gen. Winfield Scott for 
his arrest of Worth and other officers. The letter is signed, “Your old friend H.M. 
Brackenridge.”  A fine letter. 

 DAB II, pp.543-44; IV, pp.487-88. $850.

 Military Authors Discuss Their Works

 10. Brackett, Albert Gallatin: [TWO AU TOGRAPH LETTERS, 
SIGNED, FROM COL. BRACKETT TO COL. RODENBOUGH 
ABOUT THEIR RESPECTIVE HISTORICAL WORKS]. Fort 
Bridges & Fort Sanders, Wyoming Territory. 1873/1875. [4½]pp. of neat man-
uscript text, plus an original albumen photographic portrait of Brackett. Both 
letters and the photograph are in frame-like paper mounts. Overall very good. 

Brackett, a colonel in the U.S. Cavalry, Indian fighter, and author of History of 
the United States Cavalry (1865), served in the Mexican War, and defeated the 
Lipan Apaches in Texas in 1856.  He also distinguished himself in Arizona and 
other western states.  In the first letter, dated at Fort Bridger, Wyoming Territory, 
March 10, 1873, Brackett forwards the accompanying albumen portrait, and advises 
Rodenbough on book publishing, modestly citing his own attempts at historical 
writing.  Brackett also suggests a book by Col. Henry for a good account of his 
services.  The second letter, dated at Fort Sanders, Wyoming Territory, November 



2, 1875, includes praise for Rodenbough’s book, From Everglades to Canon: “It is 
creditable alike to yourself and to the regiment.  I have seen no military book so 
neatly printed or got up in such style, and it will undoubtedly reflect great credit 
upon you.”  The original albumen portrait accompanying the first letter shows a 
seated Brackett in uniform.  $1250.

 Written from Valley Forge in the Winter of 1778
by the Man Who Would Become Attorney General

 11. Bradford, William, Jr.: [Valley Forge]: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, 
SIGNED, FROM WILLIAM BRADFORD, JR. TO JOSEPH 
CLARK, LEAVING CLARK IN CHARGE WHILE BRADFORD 
IS AWAY]. [N.p., but Valley Forge, Pa.] January 10, 1778. [1]p. plus integral 
address leaf. Quarto, on a folded folio sheet. Old fold lines. Minor soiling, 
heavier on address leaf. Small paper loss on address leaf from wax seal. Very 
good. In a folio-sized blue half morocco and cloth clamshell case, spine gilt. 



William Bradford, Jr., Deputy Muster Master General for the Continental Army, 
writes to Joseph Clark of the New Jersey Militia from the brutal winter encamp-
ment of Valley Forge during the winter of 1777-78.  Bradford expresses concern 
at not having seen Clark personally and states he is leaving Clark in charge while 
he is away.  William Bradford Jr., son of the famous Revolutionary War printer of 
the same name, was a Philadelphia lawyer.  He later served as Attorney General 
of Pennsylvania, on the state Supreme Court, and as the second Attorney General 
of the United States in 1794-95 (until he died at age forty).  His service in the 
American Revolution included action at the Battle of Trenton and a term as Deputy 
Muster Master General, 1777-79. The recipient of this letter, Joseph Clark, was a 
soldier from New Jersey who attended Princeton and became a minister after the 
war.  Bradford writes: 

Sir,  I was extremely disappointed by your going to Elizabethtown without 
seeing me.  I have waited several days expecting your return; as I wanted you to 
superintend the department during my absence, & give you some instructions 
on that head.  I have at length determined to set off for Philada. in confidence 
that your prudence will bring you to camp in a day or two, & that you will give 
such directions relative to the Department as the exigency of affairs may require.  
I have left notice at the Adjt. Genls. office that all officers do apply to you 
during my absence.  You will direct Col. Thomas to muster Van Heere’s corps 
of horse which is stationed at Schanks Mills on Millstone as soon as possible.

The corps of horse to which he refers is that of Capt. Barth Van Heer’s dragoons 
– the group that served as Gen. Washington’s Lifeguards.  This letter was written 
from Valley Forge, where the Continental Army spent the legendary winter of 1777-
78.  Within weeks, Baron Friedrich von Steuben would arrive to drill the troops, 
turning ragtag colonials into disciplined soldiers.  It was at Valley Forge that Gen. 
Washington’s army became a cohesive fighting force that would gain our nation its 
independence from Britain. 

 Appleton’s Cyclopædia I, p.351. $6000.

 Small Archive Relating to an Important Seminole Leader

 12. [Brown, John Frippo]: [SMALL MANUSCRIP T NOTEBOOK, 
MANUSCRIP T CALLING CARD, AND TINTYPE PHOTO-
GRAPHS RELATING TO NATIVE AMERICAN SEMINOLE 
CHIEF JOHN FRIPPO BROWN]. [Indian Territory. ca. 1873-1875]. 
[64]pp. plus a calling card, and five small tintype photographs. 16mo. Con-
temporary calf wallet-style notebook. Flap perished, wear and abrading to 
covers, top of rear joint partially split. Noticeable dust-soiling to text, some 
pages excised. Mild staining to calling card. Light surface staining and wear 
to tintypes. Overall very good. 

A small archive relating to Seminole chief John Frippo Brown and his family.  John 
Frippo Brown (1842-1919) was the son of a Seminole mother and Scottish father 



in Indian Territory, which became Oklahoma.  He served as an officer in the Con-
federate army under Seminole chief John Jumper during the Civil War.  After the 
war Brown ran a trading company, served as pastor of a Baptist church, and was 
governor of the Seminole nation from 1885 to 1901 and 1905 to 1906. 

The notebook was only occasionally and rather unsystematically used, but it does 
contain some intriguing notes and passages.  A note on one page reads: “Petrified 
snakes 5 miles from High Spring, east toward the Canadian.  A boiling spring is 
there 12 miles this side of Deers, on the road between Olu Seminole Agency’s & 
Tecumseh.”  Five scattered pages record translations of a few Indian phrases, such 
as “Ema tik tun ke siks – I have no time.”  One note alluding to Brown himself 
reads simply, “At JFB to look at treaty.” 

Several pages of the notebook touch on medical or medicinal subjects, including 
hemorrhoids, diarrhea, dropsy, and other ailments.  One page describes a remedy 



for cholera, the disease which took Brown’s parents in 1867.  Yet another lists a 
recipe for “tooth wash” that includes ammonia.  Another page lists seven “Tribes 
of Creeks speaking different languages,” including the Alabama and “Muskokee” 
tribes.  A page of accounts relating to Brown is marked “paid.”  Two pages show 
accounts with Seminole leader Caesar Bruner.  Also, the dates for the present group 
emanate from the notebook, and are the only two dates written inside.  The author 
of the notebook was likely not Brown himself, but may have been an associate or 
family member in Indian Territory. 

The manuscript calling card reads, “John F. Brown, Seminole Nation, Indian 
Territory.”  It is hard to imagine that anyone other than Brown would have writ-
ten out the card.  The card is laid into the notebook along with five small tintype 
photographs of Native American subjects.  The first of the photographs likely 
features John Frippo Brown himself, standing with a Seminole man.  The other 
four photographic portraits show a Native American woman and three adolescents 
(two female, one male).  Brown had three wives and a dozen children, so it is likely 
some part of his family is featured in these pictures. 

“John Frippo Brown was the last principal chief of the Seminole Nation before 
Oklahoma statehood.  Born near Fort Gibson in the Cherokee Nation, Indian 
Territory, on October 23, 1842, he was the eldest child of Dr. John F. Brown, Sr., 
a government physician, and Lucy Redbeard, a Seminole.  His siblings included 
Alice Brown Davis, the Seminoles’ first woman chief.  Brown served as a Confed-
erate army officer under Seminole chief John Jumper during the Civil War.  He 
represented the Southern-allied Seminole in postwar negotiations and signed the 
Reconstruction Treaty of 1866.  He succeeded Jumper in 1885 and remained in office 
as ‘governor’ until Hulputta Micco defeated him in 1901.  He was reelected following 
Micco’s death in 1905, serving until the tribal government was abolished in 1906.  
Although he had opposed allotment, Brown negotiated the Seminole agreement 
with the Dawes Commission in 1897.  He subsequently favored separate statehood 
for Indian Territory, and served as a delegate to the Sequoyah Convention in 1905.  
Governor Brown maintained a ranch southeast of Wewoka near present Horntown 
in Hughes County.  He and his brother Andrew J. Brown were the proprietors of 
the Wewoka Trading Company at Wewoka.  An ordained Baptist minister, Brown 
pastored the Spring Baptist Church near his home at Sasakwa from 1894 until his 
death” – The Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture. 

A unique assemblage of Native American history involving an important Okla-
homa-area Seminole chief and his family.  $2500.

 A Remarkable Political Letter from a Future President

 13. Buchanan, James: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM 
JAMES BUCHANAN TO MAYOR DAVID LYNCH, WITH CAN-
DID OPINIONS FROM BUCHANAN ON DEMOCRATIC RI-
VALS LEWIS CASS AND STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS, AND EVEN-



TUAL WHIG NOMINEE GEN. WINFIELD SCOTT]. Wheatland, 
near Lancaster [Pa.]. April 28, 1852. [2]pp. on a folded folio leaf, docketed on 
the fourth page. One horizontal and two vertical folds. Lightly dampstained. 
Two tiny edge tears. Very good. In a blue half leather and cloth folding box, 
gilt. 

A remarkable political letter from future president James Buchanan, marked “Private” 
for Mayor David Lynch of Pittsburgh, whose support Buchanan secured for his 
potential presidential nomination at the 1852 Democratic Convention.  Buchanan 
concisely conveys to Lynch his assessment of three close rivals for the White House. 

Buchanan had presidential aspirations as early as 1834 when he was elected to 
the Senate.  He was considered for the 1844 Democratic nomination, which would 
eventually go to James K. Polk.  For his support Buchanan was appointed by Polk 
as Secretary of State in 1845.  Buchanan made a good run at the 1852 nomination, 
though the nomination and ultimately the presidency went to Franklin Pierce.  In 
this letter, dated just over a month before the Democratic National Convention 



at Maryland Institute Hall in Baltimore, Buchanan writes candidly about other 
potential presidential nominees. 

Of Gen. Lewis Cass, Buchanan writes: 

Your review of some matters relating to General Cass contains nothing but 
facts; & yet should it ever be traced to you from our known friendship & in-
timacy it will be employed by his friends to injure me....Neither Cass nor his 
leading friends in Pennsylvania deserve any forbearance at our hands; but he 
has friends in other States, who, I know, are strongly inclined in my favor, & 
we ought not to pursue any course which would drive them from their purpose.

Buchanan’s appraisal of Stephen A. Douglas is measured, but positive: “He possesses 
fine talents, a strong character & decided energy; & although I cannot approve all his 
conduct or that of some of his friends, he is not liable to so many objections as his 
western competitor [Lewis Cass].  With a few years good training, he would make 
an excellent President.”  Buchanan reserves the most heat for his Whig adversary, 
Gen. Winfield Scott: “Scott, in order to secure all the free soil votes of the non-
slaveholding States, will refrain from signing a pledge to sustain the Fugitive Slave 
Law; but yet he will give assurances to his Southern friends that he will faithfully 
execute this law & there will be proclaimed every where in the South....” 

General Winfield Scott was nominated by the Whigs on the 53rd ballot at their 
June 17-20, 1852 convention, also held at Maryland Institute Hall, and then soundly 
defeated in November by Pierce, 296 to 42 electoral votes.  Scott won just four states: 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Massachusetts, and Vermont.  Interestingly, Buchanan does 
not discuss Pierce in this letter, as the latter emerged as a compromise candidate 
well into the balloting process at the 1852 Democratic convention. 

A candid peek inside the political mind of a future president.  $9000.

 Over Sixty Years of a Southern Railroad ’s Finances

 14. [Canton, Aberdeen & Nashville Railroad]: [Illinois Central Rail-
road]: [ACCOUNT LEDGER FOR THE CANTON, ABERDEEN 
& NASHVILLE RAILROAD, AND ITS SUCCESSOR, THE IL-
LINOIS CENTRAL, SPANNING OVER SIXTY YEARS, FROM 
ITS INCEPTION IN THE 1880s UNTIL THE 1940s]. [N.p., likely 
Chicago. 1882-1944]. 190pp. Folio. Contemporary black pebbled cloth boards 
with later red leather corners and backstrip, gilt title on front board. Endpa-
pers renewed. Minor rubbing and soiling to boards. Light thumb-soiling to 
text. Very good. 

An extensive and informative company ledger listing the assets, properties, profits, 
losses, and other business activities of the Canton, Aberdeen & Nashville Railroad 
(a subsidiary of the Illinois Central based in Chicago), maintained over a period of 
more than sixty years.  This ledger offers a rare glimpse into the economics of the 
railroad industry in the American South over a vast period of development, from 



the immediate post-Reconstruction era to the requirements of the American war 
effort during World War II. 

The Canton, Aberdeen & Nashville Railroad was incorporated on February 17, 
1882 as a subsidiary of the Illinois Central to acquire the branch already built in 1874 
from Durant to Kosciusko, Mississippi and extend it to Aberdeen and eventually to 
Nashville, Tennessee.  The line was completed as far as Aberdeen in 1888.  A short 
disconnected section was also built from Winfield to Brilliant, Alabama to serve 
several coal mines.  The railway was officially dissolved and absorbed into the Illinois 
Central Railroad on August 21, 1953.  The current ledger records company activity 
for the great majority of the life of the Canton, Aberdeen & Nashville Railroad. 

The ledger begins in December 1882, the year of incorporation of the railroad, 
and is written in at least five distinct but highly readable hands.  The early pages 
detail the “permanent expenditures” such as stock commitments, construction costs, 
equipment, and interest; the construction costs are broken out into thirty-three line 
items including bridges, cross ties, grading, iron rails, right of way, section houses, 
stationery (almost $50,000 worth), telegraph lines, water stations, and much more.  
This is followed by earnings statements, profit and loss reports, land costs, mortgages, 
additional permanent expenditures, “sundries” to the Illinois Central and capital 
stock, officers’ and clerks’ salaries, bond payments, advertising costs, and other types 
of regularly-reported accounting through December 1944.  Railroad accounting here 
is often reported as “Gross Receipts” balanced against “Operation Expenses” every 
quarter or six months, and is later encapsulated as periodic “Additions and Better-
ments” and “Profit and Loss” statements in the latter two decades of the ledger. 

As the 20th century proceeds, the ledger records business transactions between the 
Illinois Central and the Chicago, St. Louis, and New Orleans Railroad.  The latter 
was based in Kentucky, but was also working to build railroad lines in Mississippi 
and Tennessee during this time.  The Illinois Central apparently made occasional 
“capital advances” to the Chicago, St. Louis, and New Orleans starting in 1913, 
which the latter then repaid in December 1919.  The Illinois Central continued 
to make capital advances to the Chicago, St. Louis, and New Orleans throughout 
the time period recorded here.  The Illinois Central would buy the Chicago, St. 
Louis, and New Orleans outright in 1951, absorbing its operations in Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Mississippi. 

Other activities beyond the normal operations of the company include addi-
tional tracks and rail services provided to mining and manufacturing companies 
in the late 1930s and early 1940s.  In December 1939 the Illinois Central agreed 
to construct “tracks to industry” located on property belonging to the American 
Colloid Company in Aberdeen, Mississippi.  The American Colloid Company ap-
pears to have been mining bentonite in Aberdeen, and was in need of spur tracks 
to move their product to market or perhaps manufacturing plants.  The Illinois 
Central also constructed further “tracks to industries” in December 1941, namely 
to the Nickles Lumber Company in Aberdeen and Moeller & Vandenboom (also a 
lumber company) in Ethel, Mississippi.  Depreciation, “retirement or abandonment 



of nondepreciable property,” “service value of nondepreciable” retired property and 
other “property retirements” occupy the latter few pages of the ledger. 

A dense and useful record of a southern railway’s business activities for over 
half a century.  Records for railroads operating in the American South are scarce, 
especially for such a vast span of time.  $3000.

 Letters from Iwo Jima:
Large Archive of Correspondence and Photographs

Documenting the Long Career of the Commanding General
in Charge of the Invasion

 15. Chaney, James E.: [World War II]: [EXTENSIVE ARCHIVE COV-
ERING THE LIFE AND CAREER OF MAJOR GENERAL JAMES 
E. CHANEY, INCLUDING NEARLY TWO HUNDRED LET-
TERS WRITTEN TO HIS WIFE, MIRIAM, FROM IWO JIMA 
DURING WORLD WAR II, AS WELL AS EPHEMERA AND 
MORE THAN 1500 ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS DOCUMENT-
ING HIS LONG CAREER IN THE MILITARY]. [Various places in 



the United States, Europe, and Asia, and especially Iwo Jima, as described 
below. ca. 1908-1945]. 229 letters, 1.622 photographs (the majority mounted) 
from 2½ x 1¾ inches to 8 x 10 inches and numerous clippings mounted in 
ten albums. Five typescripts by Chaney, two typescripts by Miriam C. Chaney, 
copies of orders and award citations, one issue of The Leatherneck, two cop-
ies of one issue of Pravda, twelve loose postcards, one bomb arming wire, 
one piece of paving stone from the Palatine Hill, Rome, and assorted notes 
and ephemera. Scrapbooks significantly worn, four with boards detached, two 
with bindings loose. Mounting pages in albums chipped and brittle. Some 
discoloration to photos and clippings from mounting adhesive. A few letters 
crumpled, but most very good to fine. Overall very good. 

A substantial collection of material documenting the life and career of Maj. Gen. 
James E. Chaney (1885-1967), featuring photographs, newspaper clippings, personal 
correspondence, ephemera, and collected memorabilia.  Of particular interest are 
189 letters written from Chaney to his wife, Miriam Clark Chaney (1884-1967), 
between November 17, 1944 and August 30, 1945, while Chaney was Commanding 
General of the Army Garrison Force for Iwo Jima.  From March 1945, as island 
commander, he was in charge of all U.S. Forces involved in the attack on Iwo Jima, 
and led the planning for the seizure and occupation of the island.  Following Ja-
pan’s surrender, he was named as commanding general of the Western Pacific Base 
Command and moved to Saipan. 

James Eugene Chaney was born in Chaneyville (Dunkirk), Maryland to Thomas 
and Emma Chaney.  He attended college locally before receiving an appointment 
to West Point, graduating in 1908 and being assigned to the infantry.  In 1910, 
Chaney married Miriam Clark (1884-1967), the daughter of Col. Charles Hobart 
Clark and granddaughter of Gen. René Edward De Russy.  Chaney served in 
Europe, Africa, and the Philippines leading up to and during WWI, before being 
transferred to the newly emerging Air Service of the American Expeditionary Force 
in 1917.  He was appointed commander of the School of Military Aeronautics in 
1918.  After WWI, as part of the Occupation of the Rhineland, Chaney commanded 
the Coblenz aerodrome in Germany.  He then headed the Air Service Production 
Centre at Romorantin, France, and was U.S. aviation officer for the Provisional 
District of Great Britain.  His final European appointment during this period was 
as assistant military air attaché in Rome. 

Upon returning to the United States Chaney was sent to Texas to become 
commandant of the Air Corps Primary Flying School, and then commandant of 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, among other prestigious commands.  He 
quickly became a prominent figure in the emerging field of aerial warfare in the 
years leading up to WWII.  As war began in Europe, Chaney was made Head of 
the Special Army Observers Group in the United Kingdom, and then theater com-
mander in Europe before General Eisenhower.  Upon returning stateside in 1942, 
Chaney was made commanding general of the First Air Force, with headquarters 
at Mitchel Field on Long Island, New York.  He then went abroad again, and in 



1944 Chaney was given command of Army forces for Iwo Jima, where the letters 
in this collection begin. 

Chaney writes almost daily, sometimes twice daily, and it is clear that he and 
Miriam are not new to wartime correspondence.  Nevertheless, Chaney’s letters are 
warm, albeit matter-of-fact, and he writes as often about events in the Pacific as he 
does about their friends and family at home, their dogs, and even more mundane 
topics like renewing insurance policies and sympathizing with Miriam about losing 
her luggage during a trip to Florida.  By February, leading up to the Battle of Iwo 
Jima (February 19 – March 26, 1945), Chaney’s letters are shorter, less frequent, 
and he often explains that he cannot reveal his location except that he is somewhere 
in the Western Pacific.  During the last two weeks of February, mail delivery is 
halted altogether, but after that, his regular letters resume.  On March 12, as the 
Battle of Iwo Jima rages, he writes: 

Very heavy fighting is and has been going on here for about three weeks now.  
The Japs have been using everything – day and night, rocket and mortars of 
various sizes, artillery, bombing and suicide attacks (both in water and shore) 
machine guns, land mines, snipers, booby traps....I arrived off the shore of this 
place early in the dawn, about two hours before our attack started.  Came in with 
the assault echelon.  We have gotten all the airfields now and things are going 
very well....There is nothing left here in the way of shelter – all shot away....

Following the invasion Chaney includes more personal observations about the war 
in the Pacific.  On April 13 he writes about his shock upon hearing of President 
Roosevelt’s death, and then about the capture of Japanese soldiers: 

We are still killing and capturing a lot each day.  The prisoners, one or two, 
go out with our patrols to places where numbers are hiding out and advise 
them to give up.  Sometimes large groups give up including quite a number 
of officers.  It is certainly interesting to see them especially when they first 
are brought in – they all expect to be tortured and shot.  They certainly have 
given us a lot of useful information.

Chaney also reflects on what news he is able to get about the European front.  On 
April 29 he writes that he is pleased to hear that the Russians took Berlin: “I am 
sure they are better qualified for and suited to handle it or cope with it than either 
our people or the British.”  He continues with a very brief comment on how the 
Germans treated their prisoners: “All responsible should be hung.”  And he is quite 
suspicious about reports of Hitler’s and Mussolini’s deaths.  Even after VE Day, 
Chaney muses that perhaps Hitler has decided to shave his mustache, “put on a 
wig and women’s clothes and mope around Berlin....He has certainly caused a lot 
of trouble and the Germans were all such ‘nit-wits’ to follow such a ‘nit-wit’” (May 
11).  Finally, he writes about the Russians moving German POWs to Russia to 
work on reconstructing factories and infrastructure.  He approves of it as it would 
be a “good lesson” for them, but notes that the rest of Europe probably would not 
do something similar, because of their strong labor unions. 



In some of his last letters specifically about the war with Japan, Chaney mentions 
the Bombing of Tokyo several times, describing the flight of the hundreds of B-29s 
involved in the mission.  In his letter of May 27 he notes that he has enclosed an 
arming wire pulled from a bomb just before it was released from a B-29 over Tokyo 
the day prior.  That arming wire is included in this collection.  Curiously, either 
Chaney makes almost no mention of the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, or 
those letters have been lost or removed.  His only mention is in a fragment from 
a letter dated August 9: “...the second atomic bomb was dropped – this one on 
Nagasaki.”  He notes the Japanese offer to surrender in his August 11 letter, and 
then Japan’s final acceptance of Truman’s terms in his letter of August 15.  In his 
final letter on August 30 he reminds Miriam not to write him again, as he will be 
leaving the next day on a B-29 for the U.S. 

There are several documents of interest in addition to Chaney’s letters to Miriam.  
Perhaps most notable are his typed personal notes on meeting Stalin in 1941, his 
impressions of Mussolini, and his reflections on a 1942 trip to Northern Ireland.  
Also included are letters from Chester W. Nimitz, Lady Nancy Astor, WWI fly-
ing ace Eddie Rickenbacker, and Louis Mountbatten, and a typescript of Chaney’s 
Army Day (April 6, 1945) broadcast from Mt. Suribachi, which was included in 
his April 7 letter to Miriam. 

Chaney’s life is well documented in the photo albums.  Some photos are loose, 
but most are mounted in scrapbooks and albums.  A few photo groups are duplicated.  
Included are photos of Chaney’s childhood home and his time in high school, and 
photos and memorabilia from his time at West Point, including dance cards from 
the “Cadet Hops” dances, which Chaney organized.  A large number of photos are 
from his interwar assignments in Europe, including his travels through France, 
Belgium, Italy, Germany, Switzerland, Greece, Scotland, England, Turkey, Tunisia, 
Egypt, Malta, Morocco, Libya, and India.  Several of these photos feature state and 
military activities, including images of the King of Italy, Shah of Persia, numerous 
military posts and troop arrays, and the Disarmament Conference in Geneva in 
1932, at which Chaney was a delegate.  Also included are photos of the lingering 
devastation from WWI, with destroyed vehicles, damaged buildings, and corpses 
of German soldiers.  Many photographs, however, are clearly of tourist trips, with 
photos from museums and parks, hikes in the Alps, and a balloon race in Rome.  
Chaney also clearly loved dogs, as the albums feature regular images of dogs (his 
and others he meets), and he mentions them frequently in his letters to Miriam.  
There are also family photos, and formal portraits of Chaney at various stages in 
his career and at different military posts.  Many of the later photos, including 
those in Iwo Jima, are official military photos with indications that they originated 
from the U.S. Army Signal Corps or the U.S.A.A.F. Training Command.  Other 
notable photos include Chaney with boxer Joe Louis while he was enlisted (signed 
by Louis), Mrs. Lindbergh, and actress Mary Martin. 

Additional items of note in the collection include calling cards and social invi-
tations from various diplomats, dignitaries, and politicians from around the world, 
including President and Mrs. Roosevelt, President and Mrs. Truman, and Prime 



Minister Churchill; numerous newspaper clippings documenting decades of Chaney’s 
military career; and additional letters written to Chaney from family, friends, and 
military associates.  A highly decorated officer, he was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Medal in 1943 for “establishing coordination and contact with the British 
Army, Air Force, Navy, and other governmental departments and agencies; in the 
planning for the reception of the U.S. Army forces in Iceland, Northern Ireland and 
Great Britain; and in the establishment of the European Theater of Operations....
His personality and his labors were outstanding factors in the success of the mis-
sion, and the establishment of the European theater which he commanded,” and 
the Legion of Merit in 1945 for “the defense and development of one of the most 
vital bases in the Pacific for the continuance of air assaults and naval operations 
against the Japanese homeland.” 

A fascinating collection from a general whose leadership was central to the Al-
lies’ success in both Europe and the Pacific.  $11,500.

 Civil War Letters
Written to a Sister, Cousin, and Friend Back Home:

“I came to Fite [sic] for my country and I shall if called on
and never flinch in that course”

 16. [Civil War]: [Winant, Mary]: [ARCHIVE OF AUTOGRAPH LET-
TERS, SIGNED, SENT HOME TO THE WINANT FAMILY, 
WITH MOST ADDRESSED TO MARY H. WINANT, FROM 
VARIOUS UNION SOLDIERS, INCLUDING HER BROTHER, 
COUSIN, UNCLE, AND VARIOUS FRIENDS, AT HER HOME 
IN STATEN ISLAND, AND ONE WRITTEN BY MARY IN RE-
SPONSE TO HER SOLDIER BROTHER]. [Various locations, includ-



ing Washington, D.C.; City Point, Va.; Petersburg, Va.; Brandy Station, Va.; 
Annapolis, Md.; and others]. May 1, 1861 – March 3, 1865. Thirty-two war-
date letters, totaling approximately [95]pp., plus ten retained transmittal cov-
ers, and assorted post-war family papers. Original folds, minor wear, creasing, 
and toning. A few letters slightly clipped (likely to retain the patriotic letter-
heads). Overall very good. In mylar sleeves within a modern three-ring binder. 

An interesting Civil War collection of thirty-two letters spanning the length of 
the war, almost all addressed to Mary H. Winant of Staten Island, along with ten 
original transmittal covers, and other documents and family papers.  Many of the 
letters are from Mary’s family members serving in the war, including her brother 
James, her cousin George F. Rezeau, and her uncle James E. Rezeau, as well as a 
few other friends.  The letters present the experiences of war from numerous dif-
ferent perspectives, showing how the conflict affected extended families and whole 
communities, all of them sent to the same woman back home, a beloved sister, 
relative, and friend. 

James Winant writes to his sister on November 10, 1861, after his unexpected 
enlistment.  It appears that he had not intended to join the army, but was swept 
up in the fervor after many of the young men from their hometown answered the 
call.  He writes to Mary from Camp Campbell in Washington D.C. (misspellings 
unchanged throughout): 

I was expecting to come down the first of November but Mr. Alfred Dart was 
getting up a Company of cavalry & quite a number of the Herrick boys put 
their names to the list & wanted me so I did not mean to back out.  I put my 
name to the list the 15th of October & started for Harrisburg the 23.  I had 
but a little time to get reddy to go with that company as I should have come 
to see....I have been in to the Capital & I saw a site the city is well surrounded 
by our northern troops we expect to hear of a battle every day on the other side 
of the Potomac.  There was about 20,000 soldiers left since Friday.

Despite having seemingly joined the Union Army on a whim, James Winant took his 
duty very seriously.  Two weeks later James tells his sister in a November 23 letter: 
“I should like to see you but I do not know when that will be but I shall not leave 
without orders if I was shure that I would never be found out I never would.  I will 
die in the battlefield before I be a Diserter never.  I came to Fite for my country 
and I shall if called on and never flinch in that course.”  However, that did not mean 
that James was thrilled with life in the army.  His January 15, 1862 letter reads, in 
part: “...I hope you enjoy your new year well although I did not enjoy mine very 
well for I had to stand on guard and that is the worst part of soldiering we have 
to be out in all kinds of weather and the weather is very changeable.  One day it is 
almost like summer and the next day it is cold enough to freeze a person....It takes 
104 men to guard our camp....”  Moreover, by February 25, James was thoroughly 
restless and tired of being at Camp Campbell, writing: 



Our Regiment is No. 1 & it is referred for the City Provost Guards.  There 
is two Companys out of our regiment guarding the city now & we expect to 
go in a week.  We expect to get our horses this week.  I would rather be in 
the army acrost the Potomac for I am getting tird of guarding this old camp.  
When we get to the city we will have better times.  There has been quite a 
move for the last two weeks.  The federal troops has got a strong hold of the 
rebels & I hope they will keep on crossing it....

Interestingly, in one of the only letters not addressed to Mary, James writes his 
father with much of the same information he includes in this letter.  It reads, in 
part: “Our troops is doing good business in the South they have taken the most 
important places & a large number of prisoners & they will soon take the rest.  I 
wish our company was in the army acrost the Potomac.  I should like to see a fight 
with the rebels for I am getting tired of guarding this camp.” 

In the only response from Mary retained in the collection, she writes back to 
James, trying to offer her brother some comforting words, although she was worried 
about him being sent into battle.  In a letter written on April 28, Mary writes to 
James to beg him to put his faith in God.  She included a poem to let him know 
she was always thinking of him.  The letter reads, in part: 

O James how it cheers my Lonely Heart to hear from you...that you would 
not be cald to the battlefield but since I read your last letter wich informs me 
that you have been ordered to march in pursuit of the Enemy.  My hope is well 
nigh expired though I know Dear Brother that you have Enlysted in a noble 
cause and given your heart and hand to your Country and now there is one 
step more noble for you to take, and that is give your heart and head to God, 
and you will be indeed a brave soldier....

Mary also received a couple letters from her cousin, George Rezeau, in Pennsylvania, 
and a few from her uncle, James Rezeau.  George does not appear to be serving in 
the military yet when he first writes to Mary, though he would enlist shortly.  By 
November 1862, George writes to check in on Mary from Camp Simmons and Camp 
McClellan.  He signs off the former letter, “Your naughty cousin G.F. Rezeau.” 

George’s father, Uncle James Rezeau, is also a Union man.  He writes to Mary 
from Annapolis in August 1862 that he is anxious for his regiment to join the 
battle, and that “if our regiment don’t go on soon I will leave it and go into York 
State and join some other one and go down South for I enlisted to fight for my 
Country...I want to see the Elephant Old Jeff Davis and feed him some cold lead 
or else about twelve inches of cold steel.” 

The latest letter in the archive is also from James Rezeau, dated March 3, 1865, 
to Mary, written from the 67th Regiment Headquarters near Petersburg, Virginia.  
Here, a month before the war’s end, Mary’s uncle writes to her check on her, as 
he had heard she was sick.  Uncle James also writes about war wages and sending 
money home to various family members, including Mary, whom he sends seventy-
five cents.  He also writes a letter to Mary’s parents, his own brother-in-law and 



sister, from Brandy Station in early February 1864.  He talks about his various health 
ailments, including dysentery and diarrhea (“It seems almost as bad as consumption 
for it reduces a man to almost a Skeleton”), how he can’t keep down any real food, 
the bitterness of the cold and muddy Virginia winter, and how he looks forward to 
seeing “all of you when this cruel War is over....” 

There are also a handful of letters between family members (i.e. a letter to Mary 
from her mother Eliza), and some from friends and other soldiers.  One letter, dated 
August 26, 1864, is from a friend, “M. McPherson,” who writes to Mary with news 
of her wounded cousin, George: 

G.F. Rezeau started for the Hospital this morning.  He was wounded yesterday 
in a Battle between Shepherds Town and Winchester his wound is through the 
left hand the ball passed through his hand and spoiled the pocket in his shirt his 
glasses and his pocket combs beside bruising his side right smart.  His wounds 
were very Lucky ones if there is any such.  At the time George was wounded 
we were just going to charge he went to the Rear the Regt charged and we 
received a Perfect Shower of Rebel Compliments.  There was a whole Brigade 
of Reb Infantry lying in ambush when we charged upon the Hill.  They raised 
up there position was such they had a cross fire upon us....

Included at the end of the archive are a number of documents and forms from after 
the war and as late as the turn of the century.  They appear to be unrelated to Mary 
Winant, although they could have belonged to her family or descendants.  There 
are also ten original transmittal covers addressed to Mary Winant. 

An informative and research-worthy collection of Civil War and Civil War-era 
family correspondence.  $4500.

 Manuscript Record Book of Military Guard Duty
in Louisiana During the Civil War

 17. [Civil War]: [Maine]:  GUARD BOOK CO. D. 12th MAINE REGI-
MENT INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS U.S.A. 1862 G.E. ANDREWS 
1st SERGT. [manuscript title]. [Various locations, mostly Louisiana. No-
vember 1861 – November 1862]. [120]pp. Contemporary sheep, later leather-
ette backstrip, title stamped in dark brown on front board, reading, “GUARD 
BOOK D. CO. 12TH. REG. MAINE.” Some edge wear, mild chipping, and 
light scuffing to boards. Front hinge detached, spine cracked. Occasional 
thumb-soiling to text. Still, very good. 

A manuscript record book documenting an entire year of guard duty worked by 
various members of Company D, 12th Maine Infantry Regiment Volunteers dur-
ing the early part of the Civil War.  The majority of time recorded in this book 
emanates from Louisiana, while the 12th Maine Regiment was attached to Butler’s 
Expeditionary Corps from January to March, 1862.  On their way to Louisiana 
the regiment travelled on the Steamship Constitution to Ship Island, Mississippi, 



serving there until May 4, 1862.  The Regiment then traveled to New Orleans 
for guard duty at the U.S. Mint until October 1862.  While in New Orleans the 
Regiment took part in the expedition to Pass Manchaca from June 16 to 20 and 
the expedition to Ponchatoula from September 13 to 18.  In October the Regiment 
moved slightly north to Camp Parapet in Shrewsbury, Louisiana and served there 
until November 19, 1862; the record book ends here. 

Each two-page opening of the ledger is pre-printed with a large column on the 
left for names and thirty-one numbered smaller columns for marking days served 
on guard duty.  Most days have just one or two tick marks for any particular sol-
dier, indicating just one or two men were on active patrol, mostly privates but also 
sergeants, corporals, musicians, wagoners, and others.  The number of guard shifts 
worked by the regiment increased dramatically in May 1862, when they arrived at 
the U.S. Mint in New Orleans, before falling off again the next month (presum-
ably after some relief arrived).  In addition to guard duty service, notations indicate 
reasons for absences, such as “died at,” “sick,” “in confinement,” “permanent detail,” 
“enlisted for cook,” “light duty,” “in the woods,” and “hospital.”  Notations from 
February 1862 indicate that James H. Andrews died onboard the Constitution on 
February 14, and two other soldiers caught sickness at Fortress Monroe.  Another 
entry shows that S.G. Tracy “Died at Ship Island 12 of April 1862.”  Later, in July, 
Capt. H.W. Dunn is detailed for daily duty at the “Reding Press” in New Orleans.  
In August, G.F. Drown is “Detailed as Nurse in General Hospital St. James Hotel 
N.O.” 



Material from the Trans-Mississippi West is rare this early in the Civil War, and 
also usually not as thorough, as the present record book documents an entire year 
of service.  A unique record of Civil War service for a peripatetic Maine volunteer 
infantry regiment serving in the Bayou State.  $2000.

 Pennsylvania Civil War Clothing Account Book
Spanning the Entire War

 18. [Civil War]: [Pennsylvania]: [MANUSCRIPT ACCOUNT BOOK 
SPANNING THE LENGTH OF THE CIVIL WAR FOR COM-
PANIES C AND D OF THE 52nd PENNSYLVANIA INFANTRY 
REGIMENT]. [Various locations in Pennsylvania, Virginia, and South 
Carolina. Early September 1861 to late June 1865]. [219],87pp. Large folio. 
Contemporary three-quarter maroon calf and black cloth boards, gilt spine 



titles reading: “PENN. CLOTHING BOOK COS. C & D 52nd INFANTRY 
P[?]. & P. OFFICE.” Spine partially split, chipped, and rather worn; boards 
soiled, edges and corners worn. Binding a bit tender and bowed. Scattered 
occasional soiling and foxing to text. Good. 

A voluminous manuscript account book used to track the clothing and equipment 
transmitted to the soldiers of two companies of the 52nd Pennsylvania Infantry 
Regiment between 1861 and 1865.  The meticulous records herein provide signifi-
cant research material on the outfitting of Civil War troops, and show that an army 
marches not just on its stomach, but on its shoes and clothing as well. 

The majority of the entries relate to clothing, including shorts, pants, coats, 
caps, blouses, shoes, socks, and other materials needed by the Civil War foot sol-
dier on the move during the conflict.  Equipment listed here includes haversacks, 
and blankets, among other items.  Each page is dedicated to a single soldier whose 
name, company, enlistment location, and enlistment date are all recorded in the 
pre-printed form at top, with various line items, their costs, the rank of the soldier, 
and his signature recorded in the body of the ledger-like account book.  Often ac-
counts are noted as settled, either before discharge or by death or desertion.  Over 
two-thirds of the entries pertain to Company C of the 52nd Infantry. 

Importantly, in addition to equipment and clothing, the account book also records 
transfers, death, discharges, and desertions.  The first five entries, for example, provide 
a snapshot of the fates of various soldiers.  The first soldier is noted as discharged, 
with the last date of equipment listed as February 28, 1862.  The second and third 
soldiers were both “Killed in action at Fair Oaks, Va.” (aka the Battle of Seven 
Pines, May 31 – June 1, 1862).  The fourth soldier was discharged sometime after 
June 1862.  And the fifth soldier “Died from wounds” after May 18, 1862.  Others 
here are noted as “Died from Disease,” “Died of wound received by accident,” and 
“Supposed to be killed by the explosion of the Gun Boat Mound City.” 

The 52nd Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment was an important unit during the 
Civil War.  The regiment formed in the late summer and early fall of 1861.  They 
were assigned to the Peninsula Campaign in March 1862, and swiftly saw action 
at the Battle of Williamsburg and the Battle of Seven Pines (also known as the 
Battle of Fair Oaks, which is the name used for the soldiers recorded as dying there 
in the present account book).  The regiment then moved to South Carolina (at 
least one soldier in the present account book enlisted there), and by mid-summer 
they were in Charleston to witness the ill-fated Battle of Fort Wagner.  For the 
remainder of 1863 and most of 1864, the regiment moved around South Carolina, 
until participating in the occupation of Charleston in February 1865.  Afterwards 
the regiment joined Sherman’s march through the South, and some of the regiment 
ended the war in North Carolina, where they witnessed the final surrender of Gen. 
Joseph E. Johnston. 

A valuable and research-worthy record of Civil War service covering the span of 
the conflict, filled with unique information on the ground level needs of the Union 
foot soldier.  $2750.



 Grover Cleveland Sells Law Books

 19. Cleveland, Grover: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM 
GROVER CLEVELAND TO HOWARD VAN SINDEREN, RE-
GARDING THE SALE OF SOME OF CLEVELAND’S LAW 
BOOKS]. Washington. April 24, 1893. [1]p. plus integral blank. Single 
horizontal fold. Fine. 

During his second term President Grover Cleveland writes to Howard Van Sin-
deren, thanking him for handling the sale of some of Cleveland’s law books: “I 
received today the check you sent me for $125 20/100 being proceeds of the sale 
of law books on my a/c by Baker Voorhis & Co.  Please accept my thanks for your 
trouble in the matter.”  Howard Van Sinderen was a New York lawyer, descended 
from old Dutch stock in New York.  Cleveland served two non-consecutive terms 
as president in 1885-89 and 1893-97.  He apparently found it easier than most to 
sell used law books.  $850.

 Turn-of-the-Century Cycling Catalogues

 20. [Cycling]: [ARCHIVE OF AMERICAN BICYCLE MANUFAC-
TURERS’ CATALOGUES AND ADVERTISING PAMPHLETS]. 
[Various places, as noted below. Late 1800s – early 1900s]. Thirty-five pam-
phlets, six periodical issues, and one standing desk calendar. Individual details 
provided below. Pamphlets all in original wrappers. Several with minor toning, 
occasional chipping, creasing, or small tears; calendar partially perished. The 
majority very good to fine. The majority housed in a cloth binder and slipcase. 

A substantial and colorful collection of early catalogues and pamphlets presenting 
not only comprehensive listings of bicycles, components, and accessories, but also 
tips on how to live modern life more fully, thanks to ongoing advances in cycling 
technology.  The English Rover Safety Bicycle, considered the first modern bicycle 
(a rear-wheel-drive, chain-driven cycle with two similarly-sized wheels), appeared 
on the market in 1885-86 and set off a worldwide bicycle craze.  By the early 1900s 
more than one billion bicycles were on the roads.  With this collection one can 
chart cycling’s early history in the United States, and the evolution of some of the 
leading manufacturers, several of which combined bicycle and arms manufacturing. 

While most of these companies were headquartered in the Northeast, Chicago, 
or Ohio, several had satellite offices as far west as Denver and San Francisco.  Most 
of the pamphlets are extensively illustrated, featuring images of products along 
with cyclists of all ages, including women in increasingly modern cycling outfits.  
Bicycles not only gave Western women enhanced independence and mobility, they 
also contributed to the “rational dress” movement, which liberated women from 
corsets and ankle-length skirts and advocated more practical clothing.  The items 
included here are as follows: 



1) Wolff-American High Art Cycles. New York: R.H. Wolff & Co., Ltd., 1896. 32pp. 
Black, green, and white illustrations. Quarto. 

2) Wolff-American High Art Cycles. New York: R.H. Wolff & Co., Ltd., [1898]. [32]
pp. Black and white illustrations. Stamps of Century Cycle Co., Bridgeport, Ct. 
on front free endpaper. Narrow octavo. 

3) Victor Sunlights. Boston: Overman Wheel Co., [late 1800s]. [12]pp. Color il-
lustrations. Oblong 12mo. 

4) Victor Bicycles. Chicopee Falls, Ma.: Overman Wheel Co., [1892]. 39,[1]pp. Black 
and white illustrations. 

5) Uphill, Downhill, or On the Level: The Story of the Morrow Coaster Brake. Elmira, N.Y.: 
Eclipse Mfg. Co., [ca. 1901]. 16pp. Black and white illustrations. Narrow 12mo. 



6) Ride a Cycle 50 Miles and Pedal Only 35. Elmira, N.Y.: Eclipse Mfg. Co., [ca. 1900]. 
[4]pp. Printed in red and blue. Illustration in blue and white. Narrow 12mo. 

7) The Wheel of the Year: The 1898 Grande Bicycles. Burlington, Vt.: Holton Hardware 
Co., 1898. [8]pp. Printed in purple. Purple and white illustrations. Narrow 12mo. 

8) Portfolio of Illustrations Showing the White Bicycles. Cleveland: White Sewing 
Machine Co., [1896]. [28]pp. Color and black and white illustrations. Quarto. 

9) Iver Johnson’s Arms and Cycle Works. Fitchburg, Ma. 1897. 32pp. Sepia, purple, and 
white illustrations. Quarto. 

10) Iver Johnson’s Arms and Cycle Works: Bicycle Catalogue 1899. Fitchburg, Ma. 1899. 
28pp. Black and white illustrations. Narrow octavo. 

11) Iver Johnson Bicycles, Velocipedes, Juniorcycles, Baby Walkers. Fitchburg, Ma.: Iver 
Johnson’s Arms & Cycle Works, [ca. 1936]. 23pp. Red, blue, black, and white 
illustrations. Oblong octavo. 

12) Columbia Bicycles. Boston: Pope Manufacturing Co., 1886. 51pp. Black and 
white illustrations. 

13) Columbia Bicycles. Boston: Pope Manufacturing Co., 1893. 51pp. Black and 
white illustrations. Red ink stamp of C.F. Martin, Agent, Clinton, Ma. on front 
wrapper. Quarto. 

14) Columbia Bicycles. Boston: Pope Manufacturing Co., 1894. 44pp. Printed in sepia. 
Black and white illustrations. Quarto. 

15) Columbia, Hartford, and Vedette Bicycles. Hartford, Ct.: Pope Mfg. Co., Eastern 
Dept., 1905. 24pp. Black and white illustrations. Quarto. 

16) Columbia Bicycles. Westfield, Ma.: Westfield Mfg. Co., 1931. 19pp. Blue, red, 
black, and white illustrations. 

17) The Finest Child ’s Seat. Indianapolis: Progress Mfg. Co., [ca. 1892]. [2]pp. Black 
and white illustrations. 

18) The Horsman Bicycles. New York: E.I. Horsman, [1895]. [4]pp. Black and white 
illustrations. 

19) Lovell Diamond Cycles. Boston: John P. Lovell Arms Co., 1894. 32pp. Black 
and white illustrations. Stamp of John Driscoll, Manchester, N.H. on titlepage. 
Oblong octavo. 

20) Rex Cycle. Chicago: Rex Cycle Co., 1898. [31]pp. Printed in green. Green and 
white illustrations. Red ink stamp of Rex Cycle Company, New York, on p.[31]. 

21) Silver King and Silver Queen Bicycles. Springfield, Ma.: Hendee & Nelson Mfg. 
Co., [1896]. [20]pp. Black and white illustrations. Small oblong quarto. 

22) The Stearns Bicycles. Syracuse, N.Y.: E.C. Stearns & Co., [1895]. 36pp. Printed 
in sepia. Black and white illustrations. Oblong quarto. 

23) Erie Bicycles. Buffalo, N.Y.: Queen City Cycle Co., [1896]. 31pp. Printed in red 
and black. Black and white illustrations. Inscription (“Edward A. King, Agent”) 
on rear wrapper. Oblong 12mo. 

24) Cleveland and Westfield Bicycles. Chicago: American Cycle Mfg. Co., 1902. 15,[1]
pp. Black and white illustrations. Quarto. 

25) Catalogue No. 13 of Imperial Wheels. Chicago: American Cycle Mfg. Co., [1903]. 
24pp. Black and white illustrations. Narrow octavo. 



26) Willis’ Park Row Bicycle Co....Net Cash Prices. New York. 1901-1902. Two volumes. 
16; 16pp. Small octavo. 

27) Bicycles Manufactured for J.E. Poorman, Agent. Cincinnati, 1891. [10]pp. Black 
and white illustrations. 

28) Around the World on a Cleveland Bicycle. Cleveland: H.A. Lozier & Co., 1896. 
31pp. Printed in red and black. Black and white illustrations. Quarto. 

29) 365 Days Ahead of Them All. Holyoke, Ma.: Keating Wheel Co., 1896. 32pp. 
Black, white, and sepia illustrations. Purple ink stamp of F. Sammis, Bridgeport, 
Ct. on titlepage. Quarto. 

30) New Model Alvah. Alvah Bicycle Works, 1898. [2]pp. Color illustration. 
31) Centurion Bicycles. Boston: H.B. Shattuck & Son, [1896]. 8pp. Black and white 

illustrations. Oblong 12mo. 
32) Monarch Bicycles. Chicago: Monarch Cycle Mfg. Co., 1895. 40pp. Printed in 

black and sepia. Illustrations in green, sepia, black, and white. Quarto. 
33) Stormer Bicycles. Reading, Pa.: Acme Mfg. Co., [ca. 1890s]. [16]pp. Illustrations 

in black and white. Oblong octavo. 
34) Standing Desk Calendar for 1899 Featuring Two Cyclists. Philadelphia: Mc-

Intire, Magee and Brown, Manufacturing and Jobbing Opticians, 1899. Color 
illustration. With tear-off sheets for each month. 

35) The Racycle. Middletown, Oh.: Miami Cycle & Mfg. Co., 1901. 24pp. Black 
and white illustrations. Inscription (“W.C. Smith, agt., Belvidere, N.J.”) on 
front wrapper. 

36) Cycling Gazette, Vol. 5, No. 22 (April 28, 1898). 
37) The Wheel: A Journal of Cycling, Vol. 5, Nos. 14, 20, 22 (1884). 
38) The Amateur Athlete, Cyclist’s Edition: Official Gazette of the League of the American 

Wheelmen, Nos. 32, 40 (1885). 
39) Luther H. Porter, Wheels and Wheeling: An Indispensable Handbook for Cyclists. 

Boston: Wheelman Co., 1892. xvi,388,[12]pp. Black and white illustrations. 

An outstanding collection – informationally and visually – of turn-of-the-century 
American cycling catalogues.  $6000.

 Decades Worth of Records
of a Multi-Generational American Shipping Firm

 21. [Delano, Benjamin]: [Delano, Joshua]: [SUBSTANTIAL ARCHIVE 
OF MANUSCRIPT DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE DEL-
ANO FAMILY SHIPPING BUSINESS]. [Various locations in Massa-
chusetts, mostly Kingston and Boston, plus other locations such as Plymouth, 
Halifax, and New Orleans. 1798-1870]. 192 manuscripts documents, ranging 
from 2½ x 6 inches to 12 x 7½ inches, including a handful of partially-printed 
forms. Occasional staining and foxing, a few small holes, but overall very good. 

An interesting and informative collection of documents relating to the shipping 
activities of Benjamin and Joshua Delano, members of a prominent New England 



shipping family.  The Delano shipping business was based in Kingston, Massachu-
setts, where Delano’s Wharf, built by Benjamin in 1803, still stands.  The lion’s 
share of the documents present here pertain to Benjamin Delano.  The documents 
are primarily account sheets, invoices, and receipts, mostly for the purchase of a 
wide variety of products, and date mainly from before 1844.  It is a vital record of 
an important New England family’s business dealings during the early years of the 
developing American nation. 

The products bought, services paid for, and occasional items sold by the Delanos 
include gin, port wine, brandy, duck, cast iron pumps, lead pipe, chain, nails, sugar, 
tea, fish, ivory knives, forks, paper, quills, pencils, mahogany boxes, bird’s eye maple, 
flour, sweet oil, belaying pins, block pins, bread, felt hats, barrels of cordial, coffee, 
pork, beef, rum, salt, metal, sewing twine, tobacco, molasses, shoes, boots, chickens, 
turkeys, hogs, veal, corn, and more. 

The merchants with whom the Delanos trade are numerous and include Luther 
Briggs, James Fuller, John R. Bradlee, Nathan Carruth, John M. Marston, William 
Fisk, George Dana, Solomon Washburn, Joseph Clark, Abner Alden, Rufus Ripley, 
Parker H. Pearce, Charles Cobb, Joseph Foster, Charles Bartlett, Josiah Robbins, 
Jacob Hall, Lysander Bartlett, Josiah Thatcher, Abraham Quincy, William Hum-
phrey, and others. 



The receipts are sometimes made out to “Captain” Benjamin or Joshua Delano.  
An interesting receipt from April 1801 signed by Benjamin Delano notes that he 
paid $200 for his brother Joshua regarding a “Voyage to Martinico.”  On November 
4, 1804, Benjamin paid $13 to Samuel Dickson for painting a schooner.  Benjamin 
bought flour and molasses from John Kennedy of Boston on April 6, 1805.  On 
April 7, 1806, Benjamin enumerated a freight shipment from Boston to Kingston 
of nine staples such as molasses, coffee, and flour, and also “wharfage,” “truckage,” 
currency exchange, and commissions.  In February 1839, Benjamin purchased 
pantaloons, a double-breasted vest, and the requisite thread, buttons, and linings 
from a Kingston merchant named Justus Harlow.  On April 24, 1838, Benjamin 
paid $7.50 for five days work to Philander Sampson.  The documents pertaining 
to Benjamin are all in a similar vein. 

One document records that on December 27, 1799, Capt. Joshua Delano pur-
chased a litany of products from Samuel Harris, including gin, lisbon wine, wine 
glasses, oil, mustard, tobacco, sugar, and soap.  There is also an accounting sheet 
listing expenses for Joshua Delano in 1801, including a schooner to Martinico, the 
same voyage mentioned above for which Benjamin paid $200.  The accounting 
sheet also lists purchases from Joshua for coffee, rum, labor for unloading ships in 
Boston, and other business expenses.  Five folio pages from New Orleans in 1864 
detail the costs associated with maintaining a schooner called the Island Bell in 
Havana.  As with many American shipping companies, the Delano family made a 
fair trade in the West Indies. 

A deep and valuable collection of original manuscript documents relating to an 
important Massachusetts shipping firm in the first half of the 19th century, worthy 
of further research.  $1750.

 Dorothea Dix, in Verse, on the Virtues of Public Service

 22. Dix, Dorothea: [AUTOGRAPH POEM, “THOU SHALT REAP 
IF THOU FAINT NOT,” WRITTEN AND SIGNED BY SOCIAL 
REFORMER DOROTHEA DIX]. [N.p.. ca. 1841]. [2]pp. manuscript 
on a folded folio sheet. Repairs along a portion of the upper and lower edges. 
Near fine. 

A fine memento of the life and work of the important 19th-century social reformer, 
Dorothea Dix, who labored tirelessly on behalf of the mentally ill.  The poem is 
entitled “Thou Shalt Reap If Thou Faint Not” and is an allegory about the positive 
results that will come from selfless work.  A few lines of the poem read: “Where 
the foot of sin hath trod / there, unwearied do thou toil; / still renew with ready 
zeal / efforts to reclaim the soil”; and “Take the sickle, reap ye there; / Garner in 
the sheaves spread wide; / What the harvest?  Souls are saved, / Pardoned, sealed, 
and sanctified!” 

The text of this poem was printed, with unattributed authorship, in the Sep-
tember 1841 issue of The Monthly Miscellany magazine, published in Boston.  A 



note in manuscript above the text of the poem reads: “I have in my hand before me, 
the autograph effusion of a particular friend, the celebrated female philanthropist 
of our country, who has done so much all over the land in behalf of the insane.  
She herself placed it in my hand....”  The text of the poem is consistent with Dix’s 
handwriting, and she has signed it at the end with her initials, “D.L.D.” 

Dorothea Lynde Dix (1802-1887) was born in Hampden, Maine and became 
a teacher in 1816, opening her own school for young women five years later.  In 
the mid-1830s, while in England recuperating her health, she became interested 
in the work of social reformers who concerned themselves with the plight and care 
of the mentally ill.  Beginning in the 1840s, Dix would make this her life’s work, 
at first concentrating on the conditions in which the mentally ill were cared for in 
Massachusetts, and then expanding her efforts throughout the East and the entire 
United States, and then to England and Europe.  She petitioned legislatures to 
reform existing hospitals, and to build new, more humane facilities.  During the 
Civil War, Dix was appointed superintendent of U.S. Army nurses.  She continued 
her efforts on behalf of the mentally ill after the war and up to her ninth decade.  
“Her efforts paved the way for improved treatment of the mentally ill as well as the 
creation of more than 120 new mental health facilities....Her distinguished career 
as an advocate for reform has earned her an important place in history as well as 
the respect of people around the world” – ANB. 

An evocative Dorothea Dix manuscript. 
 ANB 6, pp.635-37. $1250.

 The Fur Trade Meets the Black Hawk War

 23. Dousman, H.L.: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, TO AMERI-
CAN FUR COMPANY AGENT PIERRE CHOUTEAU, JR., RE-
GARDING U.S. ARMY DEBTS FOR MATERIALS PURCHASED 
DURING THE BLACK HAWK WAR]. [Prairie du Chien, Wi.]. Sep-
tember 25, 1833. [2]pp. on folded letter sheet, 8 x 10 inches, with text on 
recto, docketed on verso of second sheet. Old fold lines. Nearly split at main 
fold, smaller splits on secondary folds with no loss of text. Very good. 

In this letter H.L. Dousman, an agent for the fur trading Upper Mississippi Outfit, 
appeals to Pierre Chouteau, Jr. of the American Fur Company for assistance in col-
lecting debts owed by the U.S. Army, which had purchased supplies to use in the 
Black Hawk War the previous year.  The Upper Mississippi Outfit was a successor 
of the Columbia Fur Company and worked with the American Fur Company in a 
loose alliance.  Dousman explains that a Captain Palmer purchased a good amount 
of horses, saddles, and other supplies from traders in the Outfit.  Included in the 
letter is a list of the names of nineteen claimants, mostly with French names, and 
the amounts they are owed, totaling $2,582.  Dousman, no doubt feeling pressure 
from his trappers, asks Chouteau to do what he can to secure payment.  Pierre 
Chouteau, Jr. was arguably the most powerful agent of the American Fur Company 



working in the field, and certainly had a reputation for being able to get things 
done. Chittenden praises his “rare quality of turning to pecuniary profit whatever 
he touched” and says, “his code of business morals was sufficiently elastic to fit the 
situation with which he had to deal.” 

Chittenden describes Chouteau’s penchant for meticulously preserving his cor-
respondence in neat packages, and this stray letter is doubtless a rarity on the market. 

 Chittenden, American Fur Trade of the Far West, pp.381-83. $1500.

 Letters of a World War II Soldier
from Training to the Pacific Theatre

 24. Dowhouer, Robert S.: [EXTENSIVE LETTER ARCHIVE FROM A 
YOUNG PENNSYLVANIA SOLDIER SERVING THROUGHOUT 
WORLD WAR II, WRITING TO HIS PARENTS AND GIRL-
FRIEND WHILE IN TRAINING IN TEXAS AND THEN FROM 
SEVERAL SOUTH PACIFIC LOCATIONS, TOGETHER WITH 
A GROUP OF HIS SQUADRON NEWSLETTER]. [Ellington Field, 
Tx.; Solomon Islands; Philippines; Australia; New Caledonia; and others. Au-
gust 1941 – September 1945]. 245 letters, nine postcards, one Western Union 
telegram. Plus four issues of the Ellington Field camp newspaper, Tailspin, and 
nineteen issues of the 71st Service Squadron newsletter, The Coconut Caller. 
Occasional toning and minor wear to letters. Uneven toning to newsletters. 
Overall very good. 

A large group of letters and rare printed unit newsletters from Robert S. Dowhouer 
of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, who served with the 71st Service Squadron during 
World War II.  In civilian life Dowhouer (born 1915) worked as a linotype operator 
at Telegraph Press in Harrisburg.  During the war, he trained in Texas from 1941 to 
1942, and then moved around the South Pacific until 1945.  He did not see much 
combat, as he served a largely administrative role, but his letters are well-written 
and as informative as they can be, considering all letters sent home during the war 
had to pass through military censors.  Altogether, the letters from Ellington Field 
and the South Pacific total around 675 pages. 

The archive includes thirty-two letters – all with original mailing envelopes – and 
seven postcards from Dowhouer’s training at Ellington Field near Houston, Texas.  
The bulk of the letters are two pages on a single leaf of stationery (some longer), 
all written either to his parents or his girlfriend, Dorothy Steward.  Folded into 
some of the letters are copies of the Ellington camp newspaper, the Tailspin.  The 
letters concern activities on base and in Houston, personal finances, his promotion 
to Private First Class, observations on Texas weather, his responsibilities in the 
supply room, requests for supplies and apples from home, his experiences singing 
in the camp’s glee club both in camp and around Houston, and much more. 

Dowhouer’s letter of December 9, 1941 records his reaction to the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor.  He writes: “Well – all I can say is – the dirty slant-eyed devils....



Now – don’t worry about me.  Worry about the Japs and the men who fight them.  
Remember, this is an Advanced Training School – a field on which pilots are trained 
to fly and fight but not a field where they do fight.” 

In another letter Dowhouer witnesses the aftermath of a drunk-driving accident 
after coming back to camp from Houston: 

...just as we got to the gate we saw a lot of flames leaping from a big burning 
freight truck – one of those ten ton affairs.  Investigating a little closer we 
saw a small sedan burning also....We got out of the car and walked down the 
highway and saw them putting a girl, badly burnt, in an ambulance and on the 
highway was another girl lying and a doctor was just pronouncing her dead.  We 
looked in the sedan which was a burning wreck and with aid of a flashlight saw 
a corpse in the rear seat and another in the front horribly burned – blackened.  
Whew!  It developed that two couples had been to a picnic and evidently were 
drunk because they crashed into the truck, spraying gasoline on both cars and 
the truck dragged the car about 80 feet down the highway.

The bulk of the archive consists of the 213 letters emanating from Dowhouer’s service 
in the South Pacific; most letters are handwritten, but several are typed.  The letters 
are written on a variety of paper stocks, mostly stapled, with some written on Army 
or American Red Cross stationery.  The letters are dated with month and day, and 
even numbered sequentially by Dowhouer himself, but almost none identify the 
year in which they were written, making the chronology a bit difficult to ascertain.  
Still, these letters relate in great depth Dowhouer’s thoughts and experiences from 
several points in the South Pacific during the war, including the Solomon Islands, 
the Philippines, Australia, New Caledonia, and “Somewhere in the Pacific.” 



Dowhouer reports on various activities, such as the acquisition of a radio, ra-
tioning, seeing movies, watching a U.S.O. show hosted by Ray Milland, receiving 
a set of tumblers made from “37mm Jap shells by some fellows in our engineering 
section,” swimming in the ocean, avoiding “malarial mosquitoe that might be in 
the vicinity,” and more.  He also muses on future business and family prospects, 
and whether or not he will qualify for Officer Candidate School.  An August 2, 
1943 letter has a small portion cut out, presumably by the military censors, where 
Dowhouer recorded a distance in miles.  Interestingly, he writes a letter on Sep-
tember 8, 1945 which “will be the first letter I’ve written overseas that will not be 
censored.”  This was less than a week after the formal surrender of Japan was signed 
on September 2, effectively ending the war. 

Dowhouer comments on the comforts of American life in a letter dated March 
21, presumably in 1943: 

Boy, is this island getting civilized – today I had two deliciously fried pork 
chops for dinner.  And I have setting beside me now a thermos bottle with 
fountain coke in it.  No lemon?  It’s remarkable how little things like that go 
a long way.  I guess that ’s what we’re fighting for.  The little things in life.  
Without the added zest of luxuries and such I don’t think there would be as 
much resentment and hate against the Japs and Nazis.  But they’ve tried to 
take the American standard of living away from us and that makes us mad.  
I’m not doing any fighting but I’m giving up a lot anyway.

In one instance, on May 28, [1944], Dowhouer types a letter home on the verso 
of the program from that morning’s church services.  He comments on church 
services, as follows: 

I guess churches are the same the world over except that in this one there’s 
no collection taken and there is no gossip, no scandal, no discussions about 
someone on what an atrocious hat he is wearing or what a hypocrite so and so 
is.  We’re urged to attend church only by the Chaplain, we go, we listen, we 
leave, we come back the next Sunday if we choose, and we enjoy it.  I’ll admit 
I’ll sure like to be back home at church, seeing the silly hats on the girls, the 
sharp Sunday-go-to-meetin’ suits the men are wearing, and shake hands with 
my fellow hypocrites who during the week give no more thought to God than 
I do.  I sure enjoy it, but then I’d enjoy being anywhere at home.

The next month, on June 18, Dowhouer touches on recent American military 
movements in the Pacific: 

The news sounds pretty good, doesn’t it, what with the Marianas being raided 
[here referring to the Mariana and Palau Islands campaign by the U.S. military], 
Japan being bombed and the invasion in Europe [D-Day less than two weeks 
before this letter was written] not to mention Italy and the Russian front.  But 
the Pacific is not going to be a cinch – we got a lot of stones to step on yet 
before the might of the Japanese army has been deleted from the face of the 
earth.  But we’ll make it some day come hell or rotation.



One through line in Dowhouer’s correspondence is the age-old problem some soldiers 
experience at wartime: the disintegration of their romantic relationship with their 
sweetheart back home.  Over the course of his time in the South Pacific the love 
between Dowhouer and Dorothy Steward clearly cools, and Dowhouer reports this 
in detail to his mother.  He often comments on the lack of regular correspondence 
from “Dot,” and his growing frustration is frequently evident.  In a letter marked 
February 15, probably from 1945, Dowhouer writes: 

Thanks Mother for what little advice you could offer regarding Dot and 
myself....I’m in no mood to consider how selfish my attitude might be.  Which 
adds up to another reason for wanting to get home.  And to think that I used 
to fool myself into believing that that was the reason I was fighting, maybe just 
mosquitoes, but fighting nevertheless.  I used to even look forward to coming 
home and getting married on a furlough, or if the war had ended, to getting 
married, taking a good long honeymoon and coming back and feathering a nest 
as it were.  Now I am very disillusioned and very perplexed as to the reasons 
for the present circumstances.  And so I will continue to be until I get back.  
Who is to blame?  I won’t say except that we are both at fault, only someone 
is more to blame than the other.  Quién Sabe?

Dowhouer writes the next week, on February 22, [1945] about recent activities of 
the American military in the East: 

There’ll be an invasion of Japan some time and you know how much it cost to 
invade France and Germany.  Here’s the news.  American marines landed another 
division on Iwo Jima, Japanese are wiped out on Bataan and are compressed 
in a pocket in a part of Manila, allied planes bombed Mindanao, etc., etc.  So 
it goes, day after day, seemingly changeless but subtlely [sic] coming closer to 
the end of this thing.  But before it is over I hope to be home and reap a little 
hospitality from the populace before many of them forget there was a war.

Dowhouer records his appraisal of the people of the Philippines in a letter dated 
April 11, 1945: 

New Caledonia was a damn sight better than this.  The Philippinos are very 
close to any other native race although most of them talk English and many 
of them are well-educated.  Some of them seem to know as much about the 
U.S. as we do.  After 30 months it wouldn’t surprise me that they know a good 
deal more.  They are friendly and poor.  They’ll trade the shirt off your back 
if you let them.  But, with all the work, I’m glad we’re here.  It is a welcome 
change to see civilians again even if they are brown and short.

In a letter dated August 8, [1945], Dowhouer comments eloquently on the recent 
bombings in Japan: 

Today I heard for the first time the news concerning the atomic bomb.  I couldn’t 
help realizing what a horrible monster the human mind has created and to what 
extent a nation could go if they were so inclined.  The Fantastic Stories and 



the Amazing Scientifiction mags I used to read are more or less coming true.  
We will live to see rocket ships to the moon or to other orbits of our galaxy.  
Atomic power combined with the propulsion principle and you have an entirely 
new field of exploration – the planets!  Let’s hope that man will reach out in 
that direction instead of blowing whole nations out of existence for naught.

In Dowhouer’s aforementioned September 8, 1945 letter, his first uncensored let-
ter from the Pacific, he opens up about some of the actions he has been unable to 
report due to censorship; plus he reports for the first time that he is coming home: 

You’ve known all along that I’ve been in Sumar so that will not be news to 
you.  Before we came here we landed in Leyte for about a week.  There’s re-
ally nothing more to tell except that if the Japs hadn’t given up when they did 
we would now have been in Okinawa.  We had just been alerted and told to 
start packing when the Japs broadcast their first surrender feelers.  Maybe you 
noticed how blue my letters sounded around that time.  It was simply because 
we were scheduled to move up again and at a time when we were very com-
fortably settled and sweatin’ out our return to the states.  The end of the war 
was the only thing that saved us a lot of work, sweat and danger in another 
combat zone.  And now I’m coming home....Just make sure the Ford’s in run-
ning condition and line me up a good tailor....Gosh it feels good to know that 
home is not merely an idle dream anymore but almost a reality.  I must go thru 
a replacement camp on Leyte, board a ship, sail to San Francisco, get processed 
thru there, board a train to the [Indiantown] Gap – a long way home but a 
damn site closer than it ever was.

Dowhouer’s letters end with a September 12 communication in which he relates 
some of the experiences he was unable to tell before.  He also again mentions the 
history of his unit that he had been writing during his time in the service: 

Hope you’ve received my manuscript on the adventures of the 71st.  I’m sure 
it will eliminate quite a lot of talk on how soldiers lived – at least how we 
lived – during the first couple years.  I never wrote much about my trip to 
Australia over 3000-odd miles of water and uninhabitable land which was 
mostly New Guinea and some combat zones as far as Biak Island which was 
subject to bombings in December 1944.  I never told you about the time the 
tire blew out on a small C-78 in which we had flown up from Guadalcanal.  
No crack-up but for one minute I sweated blood.

The excerpts above only begin to scratch the surface of a deep and rich correspon-
dence. 

Along with the vast archive of Dowhouer’s letters is a grouping of his unit ’s 
mimeographed newsletter, The Coconut Caller.  Present here are nineteen issues, 
specifically Vol. I, nos. 7-20 and 23, and Vol. II, nos. 1-4.  The issues range from 
six to fourteen pages, stapled, and are filled with unit news, soldier biographies, 
poetry, baseball scores from the Squadron League, comics, word puzzles, artwork, 
and more.  The first issue here includes a printed biography of Dowhouer on page 



[5], which is annotated in the margins in ink by Dowhouer himself.  Responding 
to a line in the biography suggesting Dowhouer plans to marry Dot when he gets 
home, Dowhouer writes in the margin, “They jump to conclusions, don’t they?” 

The most prominent visual feature of the newsletters are the cover illustrations, 
each featuring a scantily clad (and in a couple of cases, topless) pin-up style cover 
girl.  The illustrations are signed in print “H.A.R.,” which is almost certainly Sgt. 
H.A. Rolin, who is credited variously as the “Designer” and “Art Director” before 
becoming “Editor” of the newsletter in its last few issues.  No copies of any issues 
of The Coconut Caller appear in OCLC. 

A wonderful archive of manuscript correspondence and rare printed periodi-
cals from both Ellington Field and the South Pacific, all sent home by a prolific 
American soldier to his mother and sweetheart during World War II.  $2250.

 “The Crown” in the First Season

 25. Elizabeth II, Queen of England: [TYPED LETTER OF STATE, 
SIGNED (“ELIZABETH R”), FROM ELIZABETH II AS QUEEN, 
WITH SEAL, TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE DOMINICAN RE-
PUBLIC CONCERNING HER RECENT CORONATION]. “Our 
Court of Saint James’s” London. July 30, 1953. [2]pp. on two conjugate leaves 
of stationery, edges gilt, with gilt-embossed royal crest at head. Folio, on a 
folded sheet. Fine. In a folding cloth box, gilt leather label. 

This letter is dated only a month after 
Elizabeth’s highly anticipated and, for 
the first time in history, highly publicized 
coronation, which came more than a year 
after King George VI’s death.  It was at-
tended by representatives from nations 
around the world, as well as by many 
less prestigious viewers, being the first 
to be televised.  This letter concerns the 
choice of Secretary of State Don Manuel 
de Moya Alonza as a representative of 
the Dominican Republic at the corona-
tion ceremony, under President Hector 
Bienvenido Trujillo Molina.  Trujillo was 
elected unopposed the previous year to 
succeed his brother, Raphael Leonidas 
Trujillo Molina, who had acted as dictator 
since 1930.  This act of faux democracy 
left the elder Trujillo with the ultimate 
power over the country until his assas-
sination in 1961.  None of this comes 



through in the letter, which exhibits polite esteem for the leader on the part of the 
newly crowned Queen Elizabeth: 

We have received the Letter which You addressed to Us on the Eleventh day of 
May the last, and in which You informed Us that, being desirous of manifest-
ing in a special manner Your interest in the solemnity of Our Coronation, You 
have made choice of His Excellency General Don Manuel de Moya Alonza, 
Secretary of State without Portfolio, as Head of the Special Mission charged 
with the representation of the Dominican Republic at the ceremonies held on 
this occasion....We hasten to thank you for the sentiments of congratulation 
and goodwill to which You have thus given expression.  We think it is due to 
General de Moya Alonzo and his colleagues to assure You that in the discharge 
of the Mission thus entrusted to them, their conduct has been such as to merit 
Our entire approbation and esteem and has been in full accordance with Our 
earnest desire for the maintenance and still further improvement of the rela-
tions of friendship and good understanding which so happily subsist between 
Our Realm and the Dominican Republic.  And so we commend You to the 
protection of the Almighty.

It is rare to find a Letter of State signed by Queen Elizabeth II, and extremely rare 
to find one concerning her coronation.  An exceptional letter.  $3000.

 Ellsworth Authorizes the Militia
at the Beginning of the Revolution

 26. Ellsworth, Oliver: [AUTOGRAPH DOCUMENT, SIGNED BY 
OLIVER ELLSWORTH AND THOMAS SEYMOUR, AUTHO-
RIZING PAYMENT TO THE FAIRFIELD MILITIA DURING 
THE FIRST MONTHS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION]. 
Hartford. November 30, 1775. [1]p., 6 x 8 inches, ten lines of text; docketed 
on verso. Old fold lines. Minor soiling. Near fine. 

Key manuscript document, written and signed by Oliver Ellsworth, revealing the 
interaction between the colonies during the earliest stages of the American Revo-
lution, and the financial interchanges that fueled the rebellion.  Ellsworth served 
in several Connecticut government positions during the Revolution, including as a 
delegate to the Continental Congress.  He was one of the five-member committee 
that drafted the Constitution at the Constitutional Convention in 1787, playing an 
important role in the drafting of the Connecticut Compromise, which gave equal 
representation to large and small states in the Senate; Ellsworth left the Conven-
tion, however, before the final draft was completed and is not counted among the 
Signers.  He subsequently served as a U.S. Senator (1789-1796) and as the third 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

Following the alarm raised by the battles at Lexington and Concord in April 
1775, militiamen from across the colonies gathered at Boston – this body would 



become the Continental Army, and the Revolutionary War had begun.  In this docu-
ment, Ellsworth and Thomas Seymour authorize Connecticut Treasurer Jonathan 
Lawrence to “Pay the Select Men of Fairfield Five pounds Five Shilling & nine 
pence in Bills – in part the Expence of the Inhabitants of sd. Town who marched 
towards Boston & to N. York in Alarm last Spring – & Necessaries supplied the 
Rifle Battalion marching thru this colony to camp at Cambridge....”  Signed by 
Ellsworth and Seymour on the recto, and by Thaddeus Burr, acknowledging receipt 
of the funds, on the verso, along with docketing. 

A wonderful piece, in lovely condition, from the opening months of the Revolu-
tion.  $1350.

 Log Book of a Naval Galleon

 27. Estorgo y Gallegos, Francisco Xavier: [IMPORTANT MANUSCRIPT 
NAVAL LOG BOOK OF DON FRANCISCO XAVIER ESTORGO 
Y GALLEGOS, CARRYING SPANISH OFFICIALS TO MANILA 
TO EXPEL THE JESUIT ORDER FROM THE PHILIPPINES]. 
At sea from San Blas and at Manila. December 24, 1768 – May 24, 1769 [i.e. 
December 24, 1767 to May 24, 1768]. 52pp., in a secretarial hand. Plain paper 
wrappers. Occasional minor foxing, occasional slight worming. Very good. In 
a modern chemise and slipcase, gilt leather labels. In Spanish. 

An outstanding contemporary manuscript copy of the log book of the Spanish 
galleon Sonora, signed by the ship’s captain, documenting its journey in late 1767 
and 1768 from San Blas to Manila, conveying the orders from Charles III for the 
expulsion of the Jesuits from the Spanish Empire.  Francisco Xavier Estorgo y 
Gallegos, the naval captain tasked with delivering the secret orders, sailed from 
San Blas in December 1767, accompanied by Col. Don Domingo Elizondo, Sonora 
governor and commander of the military detachment sent to enforce the expulsion, 
and they arrived at Manila in May of the following year. 

In January 1767, Charles III, convinced that the Jesuits were conspiring against 
his authority, ordered them to be expelled from within the Spanish dominions.  In 
Spain alone, six thousand Jesuits were marched to the coast and deported to the 
Papal States.  The orders reached New Spain by the summer, and thence were con-
veyed to and carried out in the Philippines, and by 1771 the entire Jesuit population 
in the islands had been removed to Italy.  They were not allowed to return to the 
Philippines until 1859. 

Estorgo was well-suited to command the mission.  In the 1750s he was involved 
in several mining operations in the Philippines, and was an experienced Pacific 
navigator, making the voyage from New Spain to the Philippines several times in 
the mid-18th century.  In 1763 he was ordered to convey the articles of the Treaty 
of Paris that ended the Seven Years’ War from Spain to the islands.  Several extant 
manuscript charts of the Pacific and a printed map of Manila Harbor by Estorgo 
from this period attest to his skill as a pilot and cartographer. 



The log book gives a lively and detailed view of a quite difficult journey.  In 
addition to the usual remarks and measurements on navigation and weather, the 
log lends great insight into the trials of the long journey made by the Sonora and 
a second ship under Estorgo’s command, the Sinaloa, which upon arrival was in-
tended to be used for the removal of the Jesuits from the Philippines.  Illness seems 
to have been a particular problem on board, and Estorgo devotes a good deal of 
space to discussion of the issue.  Another difficulty was the small size of the ships, 
according to Estorgo, which had trouble dealing with rough conditions in the open 
ocean.  He also had to assuage a restless crew and group of soldiers on an arduous 
journey, and manage encounters with potentially hostile ships.  Moreover, Estorgo 
provides a meticulous and lucid account of the route taken by the ships, enumerates 
the islands at which they stopped, and keeps track of supplies and other necessities. 

Another contemporary manuscript copy of the log is housed at the Archive of 
the Indies in Seville.  The present copy contains several additional marginal notes, 
and at least one expanded entry.  The final page, after the description of his arrival 
in Manila and his delivery of the orders, is signed by Estorgo. 

We are unable to locate any other contemporary copies of this vital account, 
highly significant both for its detail of a little-known Pacific voyage and for its 
relevance to a highly consequential and disruptive event in Spanish colonial and 
religious history.  $15,000.



 Letters and Photographs from a Remarkable American Woman
in Tsarist Russia Who Later Translated Chekhov

 28. Fell, Marian: [COLLECTION OF SIX AUTOGRAPH LETTERS, 
SIGNED, AND ONE PARTIAL LET TER, FROM YOUNG 
AMERICAN HEIRESS, MARIAN FELL, TO VARIOUS DODGE 
FAMILY MEMBERS, REGARDING HER EXPERIENCES AND 
CULTURAL OBSERVATIONS IN THE FAR REACHES OF 
TSARIST RUSSIA AND HER FATHER’S BUSINESS TROUBLES 
WITH STRIKING MINERS IN SIBERIA DURING THE YEARS 
OF THE OCTOBER MANIFESTO]. [Yusspiensky Mine and Spassky 
Zavod, Siberia; Krasilniki, Russia, and Yalta, Ukraine. October 5, 1905 – Au-
gust 17, 1908]. Six autograph letters, signed, and one partial letter, totaling 
40pp. on folded sheets. Plus a small watercolor Christmas card and three silver 
gelatin photographs, 3½ x 4½ inches. Minor toning, some paper clip staining. 
Photographs faded. Overall in very good condition. 

A splendid collection of letters detailing a young woman’s experiences during a 
three-year stay in late-Tsarist Russia, as revolutionary ferment and social unrest was 
spreading.  Marian Fell’s correspondence is filled with interesting observations of 
the customs of the peoples of the multi-cultural Russian Empire, as well as firsthand 
reports on politics, the agitations of “red-hot anarchists,” and the social struggles 
of a tumultuous period in Russian history. 

Marian Fell (1886-1935) was born in Cornwall-on-Hudson, New York to Ed-
ward Nelson and Anne Mumford (Palmer) Fell.  She attended schools in London 
and Paris before finding her love of the Russian language after accompanying her 
father on his years-long business trip to Siberia.  In addition to her translation 
work, she was a member of the Anglo-Russian Literature Society in London.  She 
later married her father’s business partner, Alec Vans Agnew, and they moved to 
Winter Park, Florida.  Her father had previously emigrated from Great Britain to 
Florida as a young man, and founded the somewhat eponymous town of Fellsmere.  
Mrs. Fell Vans Agnew settled well in Florida, supplying funding to start the Marian 
Fell Library in the town her father founded.  The library still stands today.  Fell 
became a noted author and translator of the plays of Anton Chekhov, in addition 
to translations of Russian authors such as Vladimir Korolenko and Russian stories 
found in works such as Russian Silhouettes: More Stories of Russian Life.  Interest-
ingly, Fellsmere was the first town south of the Mason-Dixon Line to allow women 
to vote, in 1915. 

In 1905, at the age of nineteen, Marian Fell moved with her father to Siberia, 
where he made a small fortune operating copper mines in the region.  Marian 
returned to the United States in 1909 and made a name for herself with some of 
the earliest translations of Chekhov in English.  She used her success to found the 
Marian Fell Library in Fellsmere, Florida.  The present letters form a fascinating 
and exciting firsthand account in English of an Anglo-American family in the mines 



of the Kirghiz steppes, with important observations on Russian peoples and their 
customs.  Fell’s letters provide a valuable view of pre-Soviet Russia, and include a 
handful of small ink drawings of the people and structures she encountered.  Her 
correspondents in the present letters were all members of the Dodge family of New 
York, including two daughters, Julia and Elizabeth, with whom Fell attended school. 

Marian Fell’s first letter, dated October 5, 1905, is written to Elizabeth Dodge.  
Fell writes, in part: “Olivia, Nelson and I are spending a month at the mine now, 
seventy miles south of Spassky Zabod where the smelter is.  We drove here with 
six horses or two troikas in eight hours across the rolling yellow steppes and only 
meeting a camel caravan on the way.  There is no town or house within two hundred 
miles, we are eight hundred miles south of the railroad among the true, unspoiled 
Kirghiz....”  This first letter also includes four small drawings.  The first drawing 
depicts the “yurl” in which Fell is staying.  Fell writes that yurls are “made of white 
felt embroidered with red.  There are no chairs or tables but the ground is covered 
with gorgeous carpets and the inside is hung with rich embroideries; these yurls are 
made by the Virgiz and it takes a family three years to make a good yurl!  They live 
in ‘Aools’ of ten or twenty yurls and move every two or three weeks to find fresh 
pastures for their enormous herds of camels, horses and sheep.” 

The next six pages of Fell’s first letter detail “one night with the Kirgiz which 
I shall never forget.”  Fell and her companions got lost and stumbled upon a “big 
aool behind some low hills.”  The party was taken in and fed sheep mutton by the 
residents of the aool, which included “ten or twelve splendid looking Kirgiz with 
handsome brown faces” and “their timid Chinese-looking wives with silk coats and 
long white head-dresses.”  At this point Fell makes two small sketches of one of 
the wives wearing a hijab.  Just prior to dinner Fell listened to the “rapid gutteral 
talk” of the Kirgiz as “one read aloud some chapters of the Koran.” 



In the last two pages of her first letter Fell details a night spent with the children 
of the local Sultan of Eskok.  She describes them in great detail, and even provides 
a small sketch of the young daughter: 

Although neither talked Russian it was great fun having them and we amused 
them very much with our attempts to talk Kirgiz.  The boy was eighteen, dark, 
and almost Turkish looking, dressed in a short red coat an enormous high boots 
and a velvet & fur cap.  He had with him an enormous hunting eagle which 
he carried proudly on his wrist when he rode.  The girl was fifteen, timid and 
pretty with slit eyes, fine features and a beautiful color.  She was dressed in 
four gorgeous purple & red silk coats over a white silk blouse, loose purple 
velvet trousers, shoes heavily ornamented with silver work and a red velvet cap 
trimmed with otter.  She was on her way to be married.

Fell’s remaining letters further detail her activities in Russia and include valuable 
observations of the people, places, and events of the day.  In her second letter (this 
one to Mrs. Dodge) Fell writes about the anxiety felt by some of the Russian people 
about the “opening of the Duma in May.”  She mentions that “the most angry” 
Russians “have no hope that the Duma will do any good and fore-tell tremendous 
outbreaks of the people in May.”  This is a direct reference to events swirling in 
Russia in 1905 that later became known as the Russian Revolution of 1905.  On 
March 2, Tsar Nicholas II agreed to call a national Duma which was a faint attempt 
to placate growing revolutionary sentiment by essentially granting the Duma with 
consultative powers.  This further angered scores of working-class Russians, and 
led to further strikes, uprisings, and revolutionary activity that culminated in the 
October Manifesto. 

In her third letter, most likely written in March 1906, Fell relates a fascinating 
incident in which striking miners from her father’s mine challenged her father’s 
ownership and proceeded to riot and attempted take over of the mine.  The miners 
were directly inspired by the October Manifesto of 1905.  Fell writes:

Just after Christmas there was a strike at the mine that might have been very 
bad.  The Russians are so ignorant that as soon as they thought they were free, 
after reading the Czar’s manifesto, the workmen thought the mine, smelter, 
and all should belong to them from now on.  Their leader was the foreman, 
a red-hot anarchist, and excited and threatened by him, they sent an insolent 
threat to Papa demanding and commanding impossible favors.  Papa went out at 
once with the Doctor a splendid man in an emergency like that.  The foreman 
demanded speech with them, but Papa refused to have anything to do with the 
strikers as long as Topornin led them.  Then they besieged Papa & the Doctor 
in their house, took away their coal, their water, their cook, looted the store 
and threatened to throw any man down the shaft who held any communication 
with the prisoners!  They were furious with Papa for not giving way, and for a 
day & a half there was the wildest anarchy in Yusspiensky.  It was very doubtful 
who would win, when suddenly the Kirghiz came over to Papa’s side!  In ten 
minutes they routed the Russians and burst into the house and their leader 



grabbed Papa’s hand between his own and shook it, in great excitement.  As 
soon as Topornin was routed his followers at once gave in.  Some twenty men 
were fired the rest stayed and we have lived happily ever after.

Earlier in the same letter Fell recounts the visit of a “Kirgiz musician and wizard” 
who “sat on the floor in a dark room with a candle beside him and played the 
weirdest hypnotic music on a kind of two-stringed fiddle till our hair absolutely 
stood on end.” 

Fell closes her third letter with notice that she is including three photographs: 
“one of our house with Nelson and the wolf, another of us all out riding...the third 
you will recognize [this one a portrait of her on a horse].”  All three photographs 
are present here, along with a small 1905 Christmas card with a watercolor of two 
camels which Fell presumably painted herself; the verso of the Christmas card reads, 
“Akmolinsk Siberia Christmas 1905.” 

Fell’s father had further troubles with locals later in March, when $7,000 was 
stolen from the mine’s office.  Over three pages of her fourth letter, Fell details 
the recovery of the money after her father and a Russian student “made themselves 
private detectives.”  They were eventually told by locals that the money was “buried 
out in the Steppes under a pile of slag.”  Much rejoicing and drinking of vodka 
took place once the money was recovered, and Marian details the celebrations that 
took place the previous Christmas, including a recitation of the Christmas prayer 
by a local priest. 

Marian’s remaining letters jump a couple of years, to 1908.  In June of that 
year she is staying at Krasilniki, Russia, where she describes the children (“all very 
simple”), the girls (“all very dark & pretty”), and the men (“typically Russian in 
dress & everything”).  Here she spends her days “riding, bathing, playing, and for 
me the occupation of talking Russian alone keeps me from wasting a moment.”  
She learns Russian-style dancing, along with learning more of the language, which 
would serve her well in the coming decade, when she would translate Chekhov and 
other Russian-language works for an English-speaking audience. 

Marian Fell’s last full letter, dated August 19, 1908, comes from Yalta, Crimea 
in modern-day Ukraine.  Here Fell remarks on the “Turks & Tartans that seem to 
be the chief population.”  She calls Yalta a “regular fashionable place,” and praises 
the waters of the Black Sea as “quite warm and as clear as crystal.”  She informs her 
correspondent, Julia Dodge, that although her parents are going back to England 
the next month, she is “going back for another six weeks with my Russians” to take 
part in wolf hunts.  She comments on the family she will accompany who live “in 
the wonderful old hospitable patriarchal way that you can only find now among 
the old conservative land-owners in the out of the way corners of Russia.”  She 
continues describing the “golovnino” who “have lived on their place for hundreds 
of years.  Their servants are all the children of the family serfs.  The village & all 
the land round belongs to them, all the peasants wear the old national dress they 
have worn for hundreds of years; this is a chance to see it all before the ideas of 
the Revolutionaries change it all as they will before long.” 



Fell’s final letter emanates from Paris on her trip back from Russia (she describes 
a trip from “Odessa to Marseilles”) and eventually to London and then New York.  
She travels through Istanbul “just after the Constitution had been given to the 
Turks” and through Greece before arriving in Paris. 

Marian Fell’s correspondence provides an important first-person account of 
turbulent times in late Tsarist Russia, with two direct mentions of Tsar Nicholas II’s 
October Manifesto of 1905.  This action was one in a long line of political events 
that resulted, a decade later, in the Russian Revolution.  A wonderful record of a 
fascinating American woman’s adventures in Tsarist Russia during its continuing 
swell of revolution, a time and place rarely recorded by American eyes, much less 
those of an intelligent young woman who herself helped to spread Russian culture 
and literature for English-speaking readers and theater-goers.  $5750.

 Then-Congressman Garfield on Financial and Currency Issues

 29. Garfield, James A.: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED (“J.A. GAR-
FIELD”), FROM JAMES A. GARFIELD AS CONGRESSMAN 
FROM OHIO, TO J.A. COWING OF NEW YORK, REGARDING 
GARFIELD’S SPEECH ON CURRENCY AND FINANCE]. Wash-
ington, D.C. June 20, 1868. [1½]pp. on a single sheet folded to quarto size. 
Written on elaborately engraved stationery of “House of Representatives. For-
tieth Congress, U.S. Washington, D.C.” Old folds, slightly wrinkled, splitting 
along fold. Accompanied by two engraved portraits of Garfield, one 16mo., 
one octavo. All in a quarto half morocco and cloth clamshell box, spine gilt. 

A dozen years before his election to the presidency, then-Congressman James 
Garfield discusses his views on currency and finance.

...I am gratified with your approval of the general spirit and purpose of my 
speech – and can  see much reason to hope that the attention to the subject, 
will, before long, bring the nation to sensible and honest conclusions on fi-
nance – The statement in my speech that to double the currency would double 
prices, is quite likely too broad to be practically true – You will observe that 
I was developing the general principle which lies at the foundation of cur-
rency – and which is likely to be ___ (?) in its application by many incidental 
causes.  I was careful to guard my language thus: “...business remaining the 
same, doubling the currency will result in doubling prices.”  As a matter of 
fact, the supposed increase of currency would increase speculative business – 
and somewhat increase the demand for currency, so that the increase of prices 
would not be quite 100 per cent....

 $1500.



 A Seaman’s Journals in the Pacific

 30. [Gould, Ralph A.]: [TWO JOURNALS KEP T BY YEOMAN 
RALPH A. GOULD ABOARD THE U.S.R.S. INDEPENDENCE, 
THE U.S.S. PETREL, AND THE U.S.S. PRINCETON]. [Various 
places. August 19, 1903 – February 14, 1905; February 21 – December 1, 
1905]. Two volumes. [96]; [192]pp., approximately 45,000 words. Contem-
porary calf notebooks. Worn, rubbed, some soiling and contemporary ink in-
scriptions on front board of each volume, ink stamp on rear board of second 
volume. Family ink notes on pastedowns of both volumes. Internally clean and 
legible. Very good. In a cloth clamshell case, leather label. 

Two naval journals kept by Landsman Ralph A. Gould of El Reno, Oklahoma, 
covering the period beginning August 19, 1903 to December 1, 1905, providing a 
detailed narrative of Gould’s voyages aboard the U.S.R.S. Independence, the U.S.S. 
Petrel, and the U.S.S. Princeton.  Visiting bases all over the Pacific Ocean, Gould’s 
journals are fine evidence of the increased American naval presence in the region 
in the era of the “Great White Fleet” and expanded imperial holdings following 
the U.S. victory in the Spanish-American War. 

The journals comprise an appealing below-decks narrative, including accounts of 
Gould’s experiences at sea and on shore at various land-falls.  Born July 20, 1885, 
Gould was between eighteen and twenty years old when he kept these journals, and 
he records his activities in a lively and entertaining style.  The majority of the journals 
relate to his service aboard the U.S.S. Petrel, a gunboat belonging to the Asiatic 
Squadron, patrolling the Pacific, at a time of heightened international watchfulness 
due to the Russo-Japanese war.  He visits numerous anchorages, including but not 
limited to the Aleutian Islands (Dutch Harbor and Kiska Harbor), Sausalito Bay, 
Acapulco, Magdalena Bay, Panama, and various places on the Pacific Coast. 

Often docking to pick up and discharge cargo (coal and wool are mentioned), 
Gould reports, in colorful detail, the incidents aboard and ashore: scouting parties, 
the capture of a bald eagle, the near death experiences of several crew members 
after a whale boat capsizes, and the frequent communication with other vessels 
in the fleet.  Early in his service time, Gould records his experiences in Acapulco 
on Christmas Day, 1903: “All hands troubled with the heat.  Arrived at Acapulco, 
Mexico, a fortress & beautiful village.  The stranded ship.  First foreign port to enter.  
Looking over Acapulco.  A night of solid revelry and theft.  The fight.  Buying 
relics....The old church & fortress were relics & very ancient.  All hands bought 
plenty of fruit and etc.  The snake hides.” 

By early September 1904, Gould and his mates arrive in the Bering Sea among 
the Aleutian Islands, specifically mentioning the trouble in finding safe anchorage 
near Semisopochnoi Island and Kiska.  They lose one of their officers, who is re-
covered shortly thereafter but is very much worse for wear.  Here Gould witnesses 
the harvesting of a sperm whale: “Well we are not out whaling but while the hearty 
gales were on a young sperm whale was beaten upon the rocks and killed and after 



taking several different photographs of him the crew of the Patterson towed him 
alongside that vessel, cleaned him and then hauled him on board.  They are going 
to render for the oil and the sperm whales bones are the best so they will save his 
bones.” 

On January 5, 1905, Gould finds himself in Honolulu: “I received my Kodak 
yesterday and the six rolls of film and today went to Honolulu and took a couple 
of snap shots, and had a very nice time in the city.  The band was playing at the 
Capalanu [Kapiolani] Park and we met Kiskel and he was paid off yesterday and 
is going home on the first transport which arrives.  Went all over the city of Aiei 
and met the Poastmaster [sic] and several of the leading men of the sugar refinery 
and had a very nice time with them.” 

But the Russo-Japanese War continues to surface in his journal when on August 
31, 1905, five days before the Treaty of Portsmouth is signed, Gould receives news 
while in Panama of the recent negotiations between the two warring countries: “The 
whole city of Panama is celebrating the peace conference, and all flags are being 
displayed all day and everyone is in good humour,” concluding remarkably presciently: 
“I myself am glad that war is over but there will not be peace with all nations very 
long.  There will be another war soon, and a more bloody affair than this.” 

An engaging glimpse into the life of a seaman at the turn of the century.  Journals 
by regular seamen are most unusual from this period, and this is a truly wonderful 
example – literally and figuratively – of history from below.  $1750.

 Transactions with West Indies Plantations

 31. [Grenada]: [MANUSCRIPT ACCOUNT BOOK RELATED TO 
PLANTATIONS ON GRENADA AND CARRIACOU, WEST IN-
DIES]. Grenada & Carriacou. [ca. 1830-1835]. [56]pp. (excluding blanks). 
Folio. Contemporary three-quarter calf and marbled boards, marbled endpa-
pers. Repairs to corners and spine (retaining original backstrip), some wear 
and mild warping to boards. Clipping from the July 15, 1797 issue of the St. 
James’s Chronicle, or the British Evening-Post laid in. Mild cockling and light 
tidelines to the first few leaves, a few light stains, but overall quite clean 
inside. Very good. 

A significant account book documenting transactions with several plantations in 
the West Indies in the last years of (legal) slavery in the British Empire.  Possibly 
belonging to a bookkeeper for a plantation agent/merchant, the manuscript records 
document debits and credits, noting trade in rum, cattle, flour, sheep, sugar, wine, 
lumber, oats, and even lottery tickets.  There are also two slavery transactions 
(embedded in larger transactions), both dated July 9, 1832: “...to the sum assumed 
on A/c of Miss Mary Robertson for the manumission of Thomas a slave belong-
ing to Meldrum [Estate]...assumed the sum on A/c of Miss Bess Urquhart for the 
freedom of her daughter Nancy....”  The account also includes orders for books and 
magazines, including Blackwood ’s Magazine, Glasgow Courier, and a copy of J.W. 



Norie’s Epitome of Practical Navigation, acquired for Daniel Polson.  There are also 
expenses for “repairing the clock” ( July 22, 1833), “Shoeing a horse on his fore feet” 
( June 24, 1834), and credit related to the “Huricane at Barbadoes” ( June 25, 1832). 

This book appears to have functioned as a receipt book, and it seems unlikely 
that it was the master record for the merchant or plantation agent to whom this 
bookkeeper reported.  The transactions are not ordered chronologically or alphabeti-
cally.  Each set of transactions is headed by a name, although it is not clear how 
the name is associated with the transactions listed.  Finally, there are transactions 
with the entries “Remitted to my Parents...” throughout, and a few transactions 
with entries “Cash given you...” and “To your order...,” which seems to lack the 
formality or clarity expected in a ledger.  Nevertheless, the hand is professional, 
strong, and clear through about two-thirds, at which point it changes to a smaller, 
tighter hand.  Corrections are rare, although a few pages have partial pages pasted 
over previous entries. 

A number of individuals and estates recur throughout the volume.  As well, a 
few of the individuals noted are non-resident owners (or trustees or beneficiaries), 
with addresses in England and Scotland.  Notable recurring people include Alex-
ander George Milne (London), John Dallas, George McLean, William Kirkland, 
and Simon Fraser.  Many of these people owned or held shares in several different 
estates, sold and bought estates from each other, and were often related through 
marriage.  Estates mentioned include Harvey Vale, Craigston, Limlair, Beausejour, 
Dumfries, Belair, Grand Bay, Orange Vale, and Meldrum.  The prevalence of Scottish 
names is due to the large number of Scottish settlers who came to the Caribbean 
as prospects in Scotland diminished after the Jacobite rebellion and subsequent 
Highland clearances. 

One particularly interesting figure mentioned in the volume is Edward Gibbs, 
of Edward Gibbs & Co. of Grenada and London.  Gibbs was a “free man of co-
lour” and acted as the London agent of the “free coloured” community of Grenada.  
While not large, the freed community played a significant role in the plantation 
economy.  At the same time, it is likely that most of the owners had not forgotten 
that Julian Fédon, who led the slave revolt in 1795, was a “free coloured” Grenadian 
(his mother was a freed slave from Martinique) who owned a substantial plantation 
and many slaves. 

An intriguing glimpse into the plantation economy of Grenada as slavery was 
ending.  $3500.

 Manufacturing Paper in the Federal Period

 32. Griswold, Roger: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, BY CON-
NECTICUT FEDERALIST ROGER GRISWOLD TO ANDREW 
HUNTINGTON IN NORWICH, CONNECTICUT, REPLYING 
TO HUNTINGTON’S REQUEST FOR PAPER MOULDS AND 
REPORTING ON EVENTS IN CONGRESS IN JANUARY 1796]. 



Philadelphia. January 23, 1796. [1]p., 9½ x 8 inches, with integral address 
leaf, with frank marks. Light fold lines. Paper age-toned. Old paper repair and 
remnant of wax stamp on integral leaf. Integral leaf cleanly separated from 
letter along fold. In very good condition. 

An autograph letter, signed, from U.S. Representative from Connecticut Roger 
Griswold, to Andrew Huntington of Norwich, Connecticut.  Griswold served 
in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1795 to 1805 as an “engaging, skilled 
speaker and as an energetic, partisan Federalist.  The Federalist party was then in 
the majority in Congress and for another two decades was the effective monopoly 
party of Connecticut.  His firm support of the policies of the George Washington 
and John Adams administrations and his opposition to those of Thomas Jefferson 
were the stands of an extreme Federalist” (ANB).  Griswold also achieved everlasting 
notoriety for initiating the first recorded physical brawl on the floor of the House 
of Representatives, an event memorialized in a popular political cartoon of the day. 

In his letter of January 23, 1796, Griswold first replies to a request from Hun-
tington for paper manufacturing equipment.  Huntington built a mill in Norwich 
circa 1790, and later had ordered paper moulds from N. & D. Sellers of Phila-
delphia which were completed in early 1796: “I have received your letter of the 
12th inst[ant] and agreeably to your request I have engaged the paper moulds to 
be made & forwarded as soon as possible.”  The remainder of the letter reports 
on recent activity in Congress, which had been very slow.  “Nothing very interest-
ing has taken place here, within a few days – no business has been completed in 
Congress – those subjects which may probably produce altercation have not been 
touched – they must come forward before the session closes, I will probably derange 
the good humour we now enjoy.” 

 DAB VIII, pp.10-11. ANB 9, p.643. $750.

 An Important Narrative of the California Gold Rush
by Its Most Celebrated Author

 33.  Harte, Bret: [AU TOGRAPH MANUSCRIP T, SIGNED OF 
HARTE’S ACCOUNT OF THE CALIFORNIA GOLD RUSH, “MY 
EXPERIENCES AS A GOLD DIGGER”]. [with:] [CORRECTED 
TYPESCRIPT OF THE SAME STORY RETITLED IN MANU-
SCRIPT, “HOW I WENT TO THE MINES”]. [Arford House, Headley, 
Hampshire, England. 1897]. 9; 7pp. Quarto. Loose sheets. Accompanied by 
the original brown paper packaging with additional autograph notation by 
Harte and addressed to Harte, postmarked November 1897. Two tiny stains 
to the first page of the manuscript, mailing folds. Minor fold separations to 
first page of typescript, one horizontal mailing fold. Overall very good. In a 
cloth chemise with red morocco label in gilt, with two modern bookplates, 
within a blue morocco clamshell case. 



An extraordinary surviving literary treasure from one of the West ’s legendary 
authors, comprising working drafts of Bret Harte’s account of his time as a gold 
digger, probably in the Stanislaus River region in Tuolumne or Calaveras county.  
Both the manuscript and typescript have holographic corrections in the author’s 
hand.  Little is known of Harte’s life between his arrival in Oakland in 1854 and 
his move to San Francisco in 1860 to work for the Golden Era.  His work in the 
gold-mining regions that figures so prominently in his work occurred during this 
dark period in his biography and are of the most interest to Harte scholars.  This 
present manuscript is one of the most important sources for researching Harte’s 
experiences during this mysterious period.  This story provides some of the best detail 
on how Harte first became acquainted with the mines and miners which figure so 
prominently in his most famous works.  “[This sketch] lays no claim to biographical 
accuracy, and certain improbable incidents were doubtlessly elaborated for the sake 
of giving point to the narrative.  The story...employs the first person – with Harte 
usually a sign of autobiographic tendency.  Harte’s sisters accepted it as essentially 
accurate; so did his devoted friend [T. Edgar] Pemberton.  The narrative, moreover, 
has the ring of authenticity; the intimate experiences and petty difficulties of the 
boy walking to the mines are hardly ones which an elderly gentleman would be 
able to imagine in London” – Stewart. 

The typescript, the first seven pages of which are present here, has been cor-
rected in manuscript to be nearly identical to the published version.  Most notable 
in both typescript and manuscript are the passages that were entirely deleted from 
the published version which first appeared in the American periodical, Youth’s 
Companion, in 1899.  The published version numbers approximately 3,800 words 
and Harte’s own notation on the packaging indicates the original story was 4,500 



words.  Deleted passages include the first paragraph recounting Harte’s experiences 
with mining and his bad first impression of miners: 

I suspect that I never really caught what was then called – “the gold fever” – 
an infection to which an imaginative and errant school boy like myself might 
have been unduly susceptible.  I never had the faith of a gold seeker.  Even the 
glamour of emigration to a distant and unknown country did not include the 
hopeful vision of picking up gold nuggets in the streets of San Francisco...I 
remember that at first the returning successful or unsuccessful miner as I saw 
him in the streets of San Francisco, unkempt of hair and beard and patched of 
trowser, did not strike my boyish fancy as an heroic figure.  His implements 
were not picturesque, and in his kit or outfit the frying pan and the kettle were 
shamelessly obtrusive....Let any of my youthful readers, unused to manual 
labor, imagine himself condemned for days, weeks and perhaps even years, to 
the regular task of digging, shovelling and carrying earth in a wheelbarrow to 
a dirty stream to be as regularly washed; let him further imagine that his only 
reward for this toil was just sufficient to procure him the plainest food and he 
will have some idea of gold digging as practised by at least two-thirds of the 
mining population of California – even in what was known as its “flush times.” 

Later Harte wrote of the visual environment in California, especially around the gold 
mines themselves: “In that absolutely clarified air, it seemed only a few hundred feet 
away.  In point of fact it was nearly two miles as the crow flies, and a hawk swinging 
midway up the abyss, seemed larger than the crawling miners besides the canvas 
tents.  There were gashes and excavations on the mountain side – and a rugged 
gap in the files of pines; there were hovels, misshapen sheds, and piles of debris.” 

From the celebrated collection of Estelle Doheny, with her bookplate on the 
folder, sold as lot 720 at the auction of her collection at Christie’s on February 2, 
1988, where it realized $18,000. 

 George Stewart, Bret Harte: Argonaut and Exile (1931), p.46. $25,000.

 Howe Recites “The Battle Hymn of the Republic”

 34. Howe, Julia Ward: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM JU-
LIA WARD HOWE, DISCUSSING A PUBLIC RECITATION OF 
“THE BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC”]. [N.p., but possibly 
Boston]. January 8, 1895. [2]pp. plus integral blank. On a folded quarto sheet. 
Old folds. Minor soiling. Very good plus. 

Author and suffragist Julia Ward Howe discusses an engagement to recite her most 
famous work, “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”  She writes: 

My dear Mrs. [Winthrop?],  I must apologize for delay in replying to your 
letter of January third, received one day later.  I am very sorry that I cannot 
possibly remain with you over Sunday.  I will gladly tell how I came to write 
the Battle Hymn.  I think that I should much prefer to recite it before it is 
sung.  Hoping to reach you in good time on Saturday, believe me.



Julia Ward Howe (1819-1910) was one of the most important American women 
of the 19th century.  She lent her name to several causes, including female suffrage 
and pacifism, and won permanent renown as the author of the lyrics to “The Battle 
Hymn of the Republic” in 1861.  She was the first woman elected to the Ameri-
can Academy of Arts and Sciences.  “No movement or ‘Cause’ in which women 
were interested could be launched without her.  Her courage, her incisiveness and 
quickness of repartee, her constructive power, the completeness of her conviction 
accompanied by a balance of mind, and a sense of humor that disarmed irritation 
made her the greatest of women organizers” – DAB.  $1000.

 

Through the Panama Canal to South America
in One Oregon Woman’s Words and Pictures

 35. Howell, Mrs. G.N.: MEMOIRS OF SOUTH AMERICA [cover ti-
tle]. [Onboard ship and various locations in Panama, Peru, Chile, Argentina, 
Uruguay, Brazil, and Barbados. December 21, 1920 – March 21, 1921]. Two 
volumes. [6],202pp. plus thirty-six vernacular photographs, numerous post-
cards, several menus, ticket stubs, and assorted ephemera mounted in, most 
on forty-two unnumbered leaves, and with two small passenger lists laid in. 
Manuscript text on loose-leaf graph paper Contemporary black limp leather 
Simplex three-ring binders, front covers gilt. Minor shelf wear to covers, sec-
ond volume dampstained, with resultant warping, spotting, and some stiffening 
and light discoloration to text leaves. Very good. 

A charming handwritten and photographically-illustrated scrapbook travel diary 
composed by Mrs. G.N. Howell of Portland, Oregon while traveling for three 



months through South America in late 1920 and early 1921.  The front cover of 
each volume is stamped “Mr. and Mrs. G.N. Howell” in gilt.  The couple owned 
Howell Shingle Co., with offices in Portland, Oregon and a mill located at Ska-
makawa, Washington.  On December 21, 1920 the Howells, accompanied by their 
teenaged daughter Vassie, embarked on a combination boat and train trip through 
South America.  The journey commenced in New York and steamed some 6,000 
nautical miles to Panama, through the Panama Canal, down to Peru, overland 
through Chile to Argentina, then by steamer to Brazil.  Their return trip took 
them through Barbados, and the journey ended back in New York on March 20, 
1921.  In addition to Mrs. Howell’s travel diary, she has included a profuse amount 
of original photographs, postcards, ticket stubs, menus, and other ephemera that 
complement her narrative. 

Onboard the ship Mrs. Howell records activities, meals, and even pictures of 
the ship’s captain, C.P. Green.  On December 27 she observes: 

In the course of the forenoon everyone talked with his neighbor and I con-
versed with a Peruvian and learned that a particularly homely man whom we 
had classed as a Spaniard on account of his language is the Prime Minister 
to the League of Nations from Peru [probably Víctor Andrés Belaúnde Diez 
Canseco], so we have quite a celebrity with us.  He is returning to his country 
for a few days and then goes back to the League of Nations meeting in Europe.

This Prime Minister had asked the Howell’s daughter Vassie to dance. 
They landed briefly at Cristobal, Panama, where they were able to go ashore.  

Here Mrs. Howell observes that “the people of the common class are largely blacks, 
and very numerous.  Apparently they do all of the manual labor of the place and 
that creates a marked class distinction.”  The photographs of Cristobal include the 
Columbus statue in the town square and three images in the Panama Canal, which 
had been completed about six years earlier.  The steamer proceeded through the 
Panama Canal on the way to Peru. 

After the Howells celebrated the new year onboard the ship, they landed at 
Callao, Peru, where they disembarked after being inspected by the medical staff.  
Mrs. Howell describes the head doctor: “The gentleman himself proved to be very 
dark complexioned, much darker than the Mexicans, about 60 or 65 years of age, 
and wore dark gloves, although he had nothing to do in examining individuals, and 
he had a corps of assistants to do all of the work connected with his office.”  They 
went ashore and proceeded “by trolley car to Lima which is about half an hour’s 
ride from Callao.”  In their four days at Lima, the Howells attended a bullfight 
at the Plaza de Toros, where they saw renowned matador Juan Belmonte Garcia.  
Here Mrs. Howell writes:

The spectacle was horrible, for four horses had been killed by as many bulls 
up to the time we left, but I should say that it was a superior performance as 
viewed by a devotee of such sport....I am not a devotee of the sport, yet it must 
have been good work...for the audience went fairly wild in their enthusiasm 



and threw their hats into the ring when the chief killer or “Matador” passed 
around the ring after having shown his skill.

The next page includes several snapshots of the Plaza de Toros, packed with 
spectators, with the Andes in the background; a ticket to the bullfight is also 
present here.  In Lima they also met a woman from New York, saw the cathedral, 
and visited pawn shops, where they bought souvenirs despite their “difficulties in 
the language.”  Mrs. Howell then visited the zoological gardens at the exposition 
grounds (her ticket is pasted in here) and noted the captive condors there.  Their 
time in Lima is memorialized with a few snapshots of the Howells (including 
daughter Vassie) and others in downtown settings.  Mrs. Howell describes Peru 
and Lima in glowing terms: 

If one should judge the country of Peru by the part of it visible from a ship’s 
passing along the coast, it would be quite unfavorable and incorrect, for over 
the mountains along the coastline is a fertile country under irrigation where is 
produced cotton, wool, silk, chocolate, leather for boots & shoes, paper, as well 
as the outpost of silver and copper from its mines.  And the city of Lima has 
many factories converting these materials into finished products for the market, 
and in addition is the Capital of the country, thus combining the commercial 
and political interests of the country in one city.

They next landed at Mollendo, Peru, where Mrs. Howell took a boat ashore and 
describes the town as “cleaner than Callao, and considering everything, was quite a 
good-looking village, for it could not be called a city.”  She describes the buildings, 
which are “built of stone laid with lime and some cement...and a fair percentage 
of wooden buildings were here, their church being one of those constructed of this 
material.”  She also sees “a number of people in the surf bathing, both sexes being 
represented, the women being noticeably conspicuous in long skirts, so evidently 
the fashion in abbreviated bathing suits has not yet penetrated this far South.” 

Arica, Chile was next for the Howells, where they traveled inland by train 
to Tacna.  Here Mrs. Howell sees a Ford “Tin Lizzie” for the first time, with its 
“fanged car wheels had been put on to take the place of the usual pneumatic tired 
wheel.”  She and her companions posed with the vehicle, and also in front of and 
inside their train car.  Mrs. Howell writes that the “ride [to Tacna] was one of the 
most desolate and dreary ones that I ever took, not a blade of anything green to 
be seen anywhere, all about us sand, with a sprinkling of cobble stones and great 
big hills that seemed to be nothing but sand....”  Mrs. Howell found Tacna to be 
a “lovely place” with “no trolley cars and only a few automobiles, the two greatest 
causes of nerve tension in cities.”  There are four street views of Tacna, including 
the Christopher Columbus statue “erected by the Italian colony of the town.” 

The Howells then arrived in Autofogasta, a town known as an “exporter of ni-
trates in large quantities...also a scene for activity for some of the property of the 
American Smelting & Refining Co.”  Mrs. Howell assesses Autofogasta as “quite a 
city, with asphalt streets that are kept clean and good stores carrying merchandise 
such as one would see in an American town of similar size.” 



On January 12 the Howells arrived in Valparaiso, where they “were surrounded 
by a perfect fleet of innumerable row boats who were the ‘Fleteros,’ who would take 
passengers ashore with their trunks and hand baggage.”  The Howells took their 
time in the city, touring extensively in a Ford automobile “along the water front” 
and to points above the city.  Mrs. Howell describes Valparaiso: 

The city is built on many hills, the business being on the lower ground and 
about the water front, and a large part of the residential section on the hills.  
And these hills are something to behold, covered as they are by dwellings, and 
so steep as to be a regular precipice, and the dwellings built on the very edge, 
and on the side hill wherever a footing for a foundation can be found or made.  
But the dwellings are sightly when one reaches them, over looking as they do 
the entire harbor and the city on the lower levels.

Mrs. Howell includes a photograph of the view from her hotel room and the “cliff 
opposite.”  They spent several days in the city, and Mrs. Howell recorded much of 
their experiences there.  They attended church service at Union Church Valparaiso 
(original photograph and service program included) and visited the Valparaiso Sport-
ing Club, where they saw horse races (an original image of the track is included).  
Mrs Howell observes the climate of the horse track: “We remained until all but 
one race had been run, which would mean 6 or 7 that we saw, and a better behaved 
crowd of such a nature we have never seen.  Not a single case of intoxication did we 
see and no boisterous acts and anything of an unpleasant nature, and we could not 
help but contrast it with what we might have witnessed at some similar gathering 
in our own country, particularly, in days prior to prohibition.” 

The Howells left Valparaiso by train for Santiago on January 21.  They took a 
“horse drawn landau” around Santiago, and Mrs. Howell describes in detail vari-
ous points of interest around the city.  Among other sites, the Howells visited the 
mausoleum holding the remains of Benjamín Vicuña MacKenna, renowned Chilean 
author, and saw the “Quinta Normal de Agricultura” on the outskirts of town.  They 
left Santiago on February 1 “after an enjoyable visit in one of the most beautiful 
cities we have ever seen.”  As with other times, Mrs. Howell records the cost of 
their hotel in Santiago: “forty pesos per day that includes breakfast of coffee, rolls 
and butter.” 

The next portion of their journey took the Howells by single-gauge train line 
through the Andes Mountains.  They stopped at Los Andes, where they had some 
difficulty finding a room, but finally found one after conversing in “difficult English” 
with a hotel manager at the Hotel Sud-Americano (hotel receipt is included).  After 
leaving Los Andes, Mrs. Howell describes the train ride “along the Rio Blanco...
and while we were climbing, climbing, climbing in a seeming effort to reach the 
top, yet the mountains were ever towering above us...we climbed with ever chang-
ing view until we came to the Lake of the Incas...it was a beautiful setting.”  Mrs. 
Howell describes the wildlife in the Andes and ranches encountered before they 
arrived in Buenos Aires, Argentina on February 3. 



Mrs. Howell describes the city of Buenos Aires: 

The city is well lighted and well served by a trolley system like the country 
across which we came it is level and closely built up.  Buildings are not high as 
a general thing, four and six stories being the usual height, there being a few 
that approach the “skyscraper” variety at twelve or more stories high.  “Avenida 
de Mayo” is one of the principal avenues of the city, and like the other principal 
ones, has a row of electric light poles of graceful design down its center from 
which two arc lamps are suspended from arms extending crosswise of the avenue.

She also points out various buildings, cafes, and other sites, and relates her under-
standing of 16th-century Argentine history, starting with the discovery of the “Rio 
de la Plata” in 1515.  “From this beginning of a town,” she notes, “there is now a city 
of about a million, eight hundred thousand people, and it contains establishments 
and retail stores that compare with those of New York.”  While here the Howells 
take snapshots of a ship called the “Cristobal Colon” and the George Washington 
statue, and Mr. Howell poses with a llama.  Mrs. Howell also offers observations 
on Mardi Gras, which “was on during our stay.” 

The Howells left Buenos Aires on February 18, bound for Rio de Janeiro, Bra-
zil.  Their ship made two brief calls to port at Montevideo, Uruguay (where the 
Howells took three snapshots from the ship at port) and Santos, Brazil (where they 
briefly disembarked) before arriving in Rio on February 23.  After a “more rigid” 
inspection by Brazilian customs officials than they had experienced in Chile, the 
Howells were allowed into the city.  There is a handsome portrait of the couple in 
Rio mounted at the beginning of this section of the narrative.  They spent the next 
several days “sightseeing” in Rio, visiting the “Pao d Assucar” [Pao de acucar] by 
“aerial train,” the neighborhood of “Alto Boa Vista,” the beach (where Mrs. How-
ell again describes the bathing environment), and the Fluminense Football Club, 
where they see “as fine a foot ball field as one would wish to see....”  Mrs. Howell 
provides a long description of Rio, along with background information on the city. 

On March 1 the Howells boarded the S.S. Vasari and headed home.  There 
are a few snapshots of scenes on deck, of what appears to be the celebration of the 
ship’s crossing of the equator, which Mrs. Howell mentions in her diary.  She also 
records a harrowing event on board the ship – a murder/suicide in which a man 
shot his wife and then himself. 

They also stopped briefly in Barbados on the return voyage, where Mrs. Howell 
describes the “poorer section” of town and notes “the principal crop is sugar cane, 
and they produce their own sugar, and ship molasses and rum.  We saw many casks 
of molasses being transported to town and many on the docks awaiting shipment.”  
She also observes that the population of Barbados is “almost 200,000, of which 80 to 
90% are blacks and the remainder white.  The marriage relation among the negroes 
is very lax and generally the ceremony is not performed until there is a family....
Disease among the blacks has grown to such a proportion that steps have begun to 
counteract and check it.  Our general impression of the island is most unfavorable 
due entirely to the condition of its black population and its overwhelming proportion.  



And probably due, also, to the unpopularity of the black race with Vassie and I.” 
The Howells landed at the same port in New York City on March 21, 1921 

that they had left on December 21, concluding their three-month voyage.  Mrs. 
Howell concludes the diary, commenting that “we had a happy time all the while, 
and landed in the same state of mind.” 

Throughout this two-volume diary and scrapbook are pasted-in commercial 
postcards, photo postcards, cut-outs from brochures or magazines, menus, trans-
portation receipts, sightseeing and event tickets, and more. 

A far-ranging and uniquely personal account of one woman’s voyage with her 
husband and daughter throughout South America at the outset of the Roaring 
Twenties.  $2000.

 An Early Agreement of Western Newspaper Ownership

 36. [Illinois Newspaper]: [MANUSCRIPT AGREEMENT FOR THE 
NEW OWNERSHIP OF THE JOLIET-COURIER NEWSPAPER]. 
[ Joliet, Il.]. October 9, 1839. 5pp. Folio. Old folds. Separation at many folds, 
most repaired with tape. Light soiling and foxing. Some small paper loss due 
to wax seals. Still, quite legible. About good. In a green half morocco and 
cloth clamshell case, spine gilt. 

A manuscript purchase agreement for the Juliet Courier, the Chicago area’s oldest 
newspaper, and the sixth oldest paper in Illinois.  The Juliet Courier was founded 
April 20, 1839 by thirteen investors in Juliet, Illinois (changed to Joliet in 1845).  
They hired an editor named Balch (variously referred to as P.O. Balch, O.H. Balch, 
and C.H. Balch), who abandoned the project a few months later, resulting in the 
present document.  The paper was then edited by David L. Gregg, a local attorney 
who rose to prominence and later served as Illinois Secretary of State; in 1853, 
Gregg was appointed United States Commissioner to the Sandwich Islands, where 
he served for the next ten years.  The paper was published as the Juliet Courier 
until 1843, when the name was changed to the Juliet Signal (later the Joliet Signal, 
with the change in the town’s name).  The paper is published to this day under the 
banner of the Joliet Herald News. 

The document opens: 

Whereas the Juliet Courier, lately under the management of P.O. Balch, has 
been abandoned by the said Balch, without any provision for its further publi-
cation.  And whereas the said Courier is likely to be discontinued unless funds 
be provided immediately for purchasing stock, paying journeymen, &c.  And 
also whereas it is both necessary and expedient for the democracy to keep in 
existence a press of sound Democratic principles, devoted to the best interests 
of the people – Therefore, we the undersigned do promise & agree to pay for 
the purposes above specified, to the committee of stockholders owning the 
printing establishment of the aforesaid Courier the amount set opposite to our 



respective names, with the express understanding & consideration that the same 
shall be refunded from the rents & profits due to the aforesaid establishment.

It is signed by fifteen individuals or establishments, with notes that each has paid 
the amount stated (generally five dollars).  The remainder of the document discusses 
the continuation of the paper’s operation, signing the responsibility over to David 
L. Gregg and W.P. Hudson.  It is signed at the end by the twenty shareholders, 
noting how many shares each owns in the company. 

An interesting and early piece of Illinois newspaper history. 
 NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS OF ILLINOIS, p.207. ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 

CHICAGO (online). $2500.

 Small Archive on European Emigration
to North America in the 1850s

 37. [Immigration]: [Liverpool and Philadelphia Steam Ship Compa-
ny]: [STEAMSHIP MANUSCRIP T MANIFEST, LARGE EN-
GRAVED ADVERTISING BROADSIDE, AND SUPPORTING 
DOCUMENTS RELATING TO EUROPEAN IMMIGRATION TO 
NORTH AMERICA THROUGH THE RICHARDSON BROTH-
ERS IN THE EARLY 1850s]. Liverpool & Philadelphia. 1850-1852. Five 
items, detailed below. Overall very good. 

A small but important collection of documents recording the immigration of Western 
Europeans to Philadelphia, California, Canada, and other North American locales 



aboard the ship City of Glasgow in 1852.  Starting in the 1820s, Philadelphia 
became a leading port of entry for sailing vessels carrying predominately Irish and 
English immigrants from Liverpool.  In the 1840s, Philadelphia was eclipsed by 
the port of New York, only to regain prominence with the introduction of steam 
navigation, and the formation of the Liverpool and Philadelphia Steam Ship Com-
pany (LPSSC) in 1849.  Between 1847 and 1854 over 120,000 immigrants arrived 
through the port of Philadelphia, making the city the fourth busiest port in the 
country during those years. 

Established by William Inman in partnership with the Richardson Brothers 
(devoted Quakers), and headquartered in Liverpool, the LPSSC established a 
Philadelphia branch with Thomas Richardson as its agent in 1850.  The company 
acquired its first ship, the City of Glasgow in October of that year.  The company’s 
first passage from Liverpool to Philadelphia left on December 17, 1850, carrying 
400 passengers, and arrived in Philadelphia just ten days later.  Refitted in 1852, 
the City of Glasgow was also the first steamship to carry steerage passengers, 
transporting thousands of European émigrés to the eastern seaboard of the United 
States over the next two years.  Sadly, in March 1854 the City of Glasgow simply 
disappeared on its way from Liverpool to Philadelphia with 430 passengers, and 
its fate and whereabouts remain a mystery today. 

The present collection includes the following: 

1) Report or Manifest of All the Passengers Taken on Board the City of Glasgow S.S.V. 
Whereof William Wylie Is Master, from Liverpool...[beginning of text]. Philadelphia: 
Maurice, Stationers, August 9, 1852. [15]pp., docketed on verso. Oblong folio. 
A couple of short closed marginal tears, else very good.  A partially-printed 
manifest, completed in manuscript, listing 311 passengers on the newly refitted 
City of Glasgow single-screw steamship.  About 100 passengers are listed with 
cabin seats, while over 200 are assigned to steerage; interestingly, this was the 
first year passengers were allowed in steerage for overseas travel. 

Each entry records the passenger’s name, occupation, native country, and country 
of destination.  The male passengers are mostly tradesmen, though there are also 
merchants, engineers, distillers, brewers, shopkeepers, a music teacher, vocalists, 
farmers, lawyers, and more.  Most of the female passengers’ occupations are 
recorded as “none” (as are a great deal of the men), though one woman is listed 
as a “shoe binder.”  The country of origin for most of the passengers is England, 
Scotland, or Ireland (this is just a few years after the mass exodus caused by the 
Great Potato Famine), but a healthy number of passengers hail from Germany.  
Almost all of the passengers hope to settle in the United States, but a handful 
are heading for Canada and one passenger to Peru.  Three farmers from Ireland 
are headed to California specifically, and other cities identified by name include 
Baltimore, Pittsburgh, New York, and Toronto.  Ages of the passenger range 
from six months to seventy-two years.  A vital record of European émigrés to 
North America during a brisk era of immigration. 



2) Steam Communication Monthly from Liverpool to New York, Baltimore, Pittsburg 
[sic], Cincinnati, Charleston, Havana, &c., By Way of Philadelphia. Liverpool: T. 
Brakell, Printer, [n.d., but 1851]. Illustrated broadside, 17½ x 11¼ inches. Old 
folds, minor creasing. Very good.  A striking and apparently unrecorded broadside 
marking both the revitalization of the port of Philadelphia as a destination for 
immigrants to the United States, and steam navigation as the means by which 
they traveled.  The Richardson Brothers’ first steamship, City of Glasgow – the 
first steamship to demonstrate that Atlantic steamers could operate profitably 
without government subsidies and the first steamship to travel from Glasgow to 
New York – is listed prominently here, along with steamships named after the 
cities of Manchester, Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia. 

The broadside is packed with information, including travel schedules for the 
company’s four ships running between Liverpool and Philadelphia from August 
to November, 1851; rates of passage, enumerated at 22 guineas from Liverpool for 
cabin and steerage at 13 guineas (both prices constituting months-worth of wages 
for the common laborer); rates of freight at “60s. per ton,” with free forwarding 
services for goods traveling to “the interior of the United States”; and railway 
and boat ticket prices from Philadelphia to New York, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, 
Cincinnati, and Charleston, with steamer service to Havana from the latter. 

3) A Meeting of the Merchants and Citizens Generally of the City of Philadelphia...to 
Celebrate the Arrival of the Steamer “City of Glasgow,” The First of the New Line 
of Steamships Established to Ply Between This Port and Liverpool [caption title]. 
[Philadelphia]: Mason & Maas, [n.d., but November 1850]. Broadside, on a 
single folded sheet, 10 x 7¾ inches, docketed on verso.  A small broadside no-
tice in which the “merchants and citizens” of Philadelphia anticipate the arrival 
of the new City of Glasgow steamship after its maiden voyage from Liverpool, 
which occurred the next month.  Below the announcement are four columns 
listing over 150 notable Philadelphia figures or businesses, headed by the mayor 
and other officials.  This example of the notice was posted to Hon. William D. 
Lewis, collector of the port; his is the second name listed after that of the mayor. 

4) Three Partially-Printed Receipts for Richardson Brothers Freight Duties in 
1852. All three receipts made out to John Pennington and signed by Thomas 
Richardson during his time in Philadelphia.  The first for the “Steam Ship City 
of Glasgow” is dated January 7, 1852; the second, for the “Steam Ship City of 
Pittsburgh” is dated April 20, 1852; the last, dated July 12, 1852 pertains to the 
“Steam Ship City of Manchester.” 

5) Propeller Steamship “City of Glasgow,” of the Liverpool and Philadelphia Line, Head-
ing Down the Delaware [caption title]. [Boston]: F. Gleason, [n.d.]. Handcolored 
engraving, 6 x 10¾ inches. Toned, trimmed. Good. Matted. Removed from an 
undated issue of Gleason’s Pictorial Drawing Room Companion.  A handsome 
engraving showing the famous Philadelphia steamship that brought thousands 
of European emigrants to new lives in America, then disappeared in the North 
Atlantic in 1854. 



A unique collection of material relating to European emigration to the United States 
in the early 1850s, with a manuscript manifest containing vital information on over 
300 American immigrants.  The collection informs both the human side and the 
business side of immigration, providing a deep picture of the complexities involved 
with leaving a homeland for better opportunities in the New World.        $3250.

 Archive of the Military Career of a Nurse
and Her Two Husbands, Both of Whom Also Served

 38. Jackson, Violet: Tidwell, George D., and Clay E. Kemp: [ARCHIVE 
DOCUMENTING THE MILITARY SERVICE OF AIR FORCE 
NURSE LIEUTENANT VIOLET JACKSON, AS WELL AS HER 
FIRST HUSBAND, GEORGE TIDWELL, AIR FORCE TRAIN-
ING OFFICER AT THE ARCTIC SURVIVAL SCHOOL, AND 
HER SECOND HUSBAND, CLAY KEMP, NAVY SURGICAL AS-
SISTANT IN GUAM]. [Various places, as described below. ca. 1946-1955]. 
Three photograph albums with 620 photographs (most corner-mounted or 
mounted with glue), from 1½ x 2 inches to 8 x 10 inches; forty-two pieces of 
ephemera (some mounted in albums); ninety-three letters, folded, in envelopes 
(some letters stored in a stationery box); four telegrams, two in envelopes; one 
photograph portfolio. First photo album: Oblong folio. Tan leatherette with 
gilt and blind stamping on front board, tied with cord. Several leaves detached 
but present, most leaves with chipped edges; some photo mounts reinforced 
with old tape; several photos lightly curled or creased at corners. Second photo 
album: Oblong quarto. Black pebbled leatherette, two-ring binding. Minor 
wear to covers. Third album: Oblong quarto. Brown textured leatherette, tied 
with cord. Lacking front board, one leaf detached but present, most leaves 
with chipped edges, some photos mildly warped or creased at edges. Overall 
very good. 

A fascinating archive of material documenting the service of Violet Jackson (1925-
2008) as an Air Force nurse during the Korean War, with letters from and pho-
tographs of her first husband, George D. “Tid” Tidwell, and a photograph album 
from her second husband, Clay E. Kemp. 

The first album belongs to Violet Jackson, and about half of it consists of im-
ages from her service in the 3700th Station Medical Squadron at Lackland Air 
Force Base in Texas in 1950; the other half consists of images from her time at the 
Macon Hospital School of Nursing in Georgia, which she attended before joining 
the Air Force.  Photos are not chronological, nor are they always grouped by loca-
tion or theme.  Most photos are captioned in ink on their margins, identifying the 
subjects and location.  One series of images shows a trip to Mexico by Jackson and 
her fellow Lackland nurses.  This seems to have been a mix of business and plea-
sure.  There are shots of them visiting a market, several cafés and bars, a brewery, 
and waterfalls, but most of the images feature the nurses and accompanying male 



officers in uniform.  During this trip they were hosted by Mexican General Roamus 
at his substantial estate; Jackson includes several photos of this visit.  Many of the 
Georgia images depict a young and lively group of nursing students and nurses 
enjoying time off with friends and sweethearts.  There are fewer shots of on-duty 
scenes.  There are several ephemeral items pasted in, including a 1948 menu from 
a Junior Red Cross Christmas party in Winston-Salem, North Carolina and a cloth 
U.S. Cadet Nurse Corps badge. 

The second album, also Jackson’s, covers her tour in Europe.  The album begins 
with a taped-in newspaper clipping announcing her deployment, along with a brief 
article about George Tidwell’s service in Alaska.  The photos are captioned in white 
pencil below the images and sometimes in ink on the image, and begin with a few 
shots at Fort Dix, New Jersey, and then of Jackson boarding the U.S.N.S. “General 
Maurice Rose.”  There are a number of photographs of the voyage to England aboard 
ship, including the ship itself and other troops onboard.  There are sightseeing photos 
of England (including Blackpool and Buckingham Palace) and RAF Burtonwood, 
the joint British-American air base.  There are also additional sightseeing photos 
of West Germany, including a set of tourist photos from Wiesbaden, and several 
photos of interiors and exteriors of the hospital where Jackson served, including 
photos of patients.  Laid into the album is a family photo of Jackson, Tidwell, and 
their son Stephen, and a baptismal certificate for Stephen. 

The third album belongs to Clay Kemp and covers his service in the Pacific, in 
particular at the USNAB Agana on Guam, where he worked in the dispensary as 
a surgical assistant.  The album begins with a cartoon map of Guam and a Navy 
baggage tag for Kemp dated November 28, 1946.  Most photos are captioned in 
ink on the image and feature images of the base, fellow sailors, and scenes across 
the island; there are many visits to the beach.  A brief series of photos documents 
damage from a recent typhoon.  There are also photos of the airfield and transport 
planes coming and going.  Finally, nineteen photos depict a trip to Hong Kong. 

All but two of the letters in the archive are from George Tidwell to Jackson.  
Tidwell and Jackson likely met while at Lackland, though the letters start once 



Tidwell is transferred to Keesler AFB in Biloxi, Mississippi (seventeen letters).  
Then Tidwell is briefly at Sampson AFB in New York (nine letters), and then 
Florida while on his way to Alaska (one letter).  Tidwell worked primarily as a 
training officer during his time in the Air Force, and in 1951 he was assigned to the 
Arctic Survival School/Arctic Indoctrination School at Ladd AFB near Fairbanks, 
Alaska (thirty-nine letters).  This school was a relatively new concept, founded in 
1947 to give downed airmen and pilots the skills needed to survive and escape in 
extreme weather conditions should a war break out with the Soviet Union.  Many of 
Tidwell’s letters describe life at the school as boring, with grumpy staff and equally 
grumpy trainees, and regularly lament how they are all too far from any semblance 
of civilization – especially civilization with a decent bar.  He writes of hiking and 
camping trips he takes his troops on to teach survival skills: “Today I took the Weasel 
[a tank designed for winter conditions] out and looked for a spot to use as a camp 
for the boys for overnite...we are going to feed them ‘c’ rations....”  He also writes 
about the lectures and classes he prepared, life on base, and needing to hitchhike 
to get just about anywhere.  Tidwell also writes about plans he and Jackson have 
discussed about her moving to Alaska once her tour is finished. 

By April 1952, Tidwell was transferred to the 449th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron, 
also at Ladd, tasked with guarding against potential Soviet incursions in the region 
(twenty-five letters).  In this posting he served as supply officer, and he describes 
supply runs to Galena Air Force Station in west-central Alaska, and Elmendorf 
Air Base in Anchorage.  The squadron knew how to enjoy themselves, and Tidwell 
recounts several alcohol-infused events.  Overall, Tidwell’s letters are chatty and 
consist primarily of information about his varying duties and frustrations with 
those in his command and military bureaucracy in general.  He is generally quite 
affectionate towards Jackson, and even racy at times.  He also alludes frequently to 
paying off debts, about which Jackson apparently teased him regularly. 

The other two letters in the archive are from two of Jackson’s former fellow 
nursing officers from Lackland, updating her on news and scandals, both dated 
1951, and both reporting on a water poisoning epidemic on base.  One Lt. Wilson 
writes (misspellings unchanged throughout): “Tony told you that Magner is going 
to get married, but she didn’t tell you the whole story.  About two weeks ago Lt. 
Hodgkins took her awide after drill and told her that if she went out with Walter 
agaon he would courtmartial her....Then the Major called her in and gave her a 
direct order not to see Walter on the Base.  So, they are going to get married as 
soon as they can afford it.”  There is also a manuscript note in the margin: “Also, 
Lt. Hodgkins is the father of [Libby’s?] baby – he also gave her syphilis! – his wife 
has syphilis too.  How’s that!”  The other letter, from Lt. Dermonth, is less expertly 
typed; she begins: “Jezuz pleas3 excuse this poor pion as i don’t even know how to 
type today or for thzt mattdr any other day G— D——?”  She proceeds to recount 
a plague of scorpions and the announcement that “Lt. Black namely blackie got 
her Captaincy which dated back to June of 1949.  Hot spit hows that for a first 
john?...”  She closes the letter: “Well gal, best i shove off…blackie is waiting with 
beer and i repeat beer beer beer for us to celebrate her promotion.” 



Also included is a large photo depicting the members of Squadron 3736, Flight 
4737, stationed at Lackland AFB in March 1950.  Tidwell is featured as “Training 
Officer.”  Notably, the photo reveals that this flight is integrated; Lackland was 
one of the first bases where the Air Force started integrating active units, follow-
ing President Truman’s executive order ending segregation in the military in 1948.  
Additional documents include a folded certificate for Jackson’s completion of the 
“Medical Department Female Officers’ Basic Course”; a folded “Air Force Reserve 
Inventory Questionnaire” Jackson filled out as part of her application to the Air 
Force; and documents establishing Jackson’s retention and readiness status for service. 

Unfortunately, this collection does not disclose why Jackson and Tidwell split, 
what happened to Tidwell, or how she and Kemp found each other, although her 
obituary notes that she and Kemp stayed married until his death in 1998 (Athens 
Banner-Herald, January 13, 2008).  Jackson remained in nursing, eventually retir-
ing from Central State Hospital in Milledgeville, Georgia, as the Operating Room 
Supervisor.  Kemp became a pastor in the United Methodist Church. 

An engaging collection about a vibrant and adventurous trio of people, all of 
whom served in the military from the immediate post-World War II era through 
the early years of the Cold War.  $2850.

 A Family Archive from a Japanese-American Couple,
Both Internees During World War II

 39. [ Japanese Americana]: [Iwamoto, Louise Akiye Kodama]: [Iwamoto, 
Paul Tadashi]: [COLLECTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS, BOOKS, 
AND EPHEMERA KEPT BY A JAPANESE-AMERICAN FAMILY, 
INCLUDING IMPORTANT WORLD WAR II INTERNMENT 
CAMP-RELATED MATERIAL]. [Various locations. 1916-1996]. 310 
black and white or color photographs, ranging from 1 x 1 inches to 11 x 14 
inches, plus approximately [50]pp. of letters and printed forms, seven books, 
and assorted family papers and ephemera. Overall very good. 

A substantial collection of material kept by a Japanese-American family in California 
throughout the 20th century, centering around Louise Akiye Iwamoto, née Kodama, 
a young Japanese American who was interned at Heart Mountain Relocation Center 
during World War II, and her husband, Paul Tadashi Iwamoto, himself interned 
at Santa Anita Assembly Center, Gila River, and Tule Lake.  The most important 
portions of the collection are letters and papers relating to the couple’s internment, 
early family and internment camp photographs, and a handful of books relating to 
the Japanese-American experience.  Several documents from the late 20th century 
verify the Iwamotos internment during the war, and were likely gathered in antici-
pation of potential reparations to World War II internees, which finally came to 
fruition in the late 1980s. 

The photographs range from small-format vernacular shots to 8 x 10-inch studio 
family portraits in American and Japanese settings, and four larger-format internment 



camp aerial photographs of Tule Lake Relocation Center.  The largest photograph 
here, measuring 11 x 14 inches, is an aerial shot of Tule Lake Relocation Center 
taken from a guard tower (the lower rail and bottom portion of the roof are visible 
in the image).  The smaller aerial photograph, measuring 9½ x 9½ inches, also cap-
tures Tule Lake, this time from an airplane, and at a much different angle than the 
larger picture.  The third and fourth photographs are 4 x 10-inch panoramic shots 
of Tule Lake – one of the camp during the day and another of the camp under a 
full moon – taken from the same location.  Paul Tadashi Iwamoto was a detainee 
at Tule Lake, the third of three different internment camps in which Iwamoto was 
imprisoned during World War II. 

The remainder of the pictures depict the Iwamotos, their home, friends, and 
family, including their children and presumably grandchildren; vacations and/or 
family visitations in Japan; a 1981 Japanese Cultural Show in Gardena; two differ-
ent funerals – one from the 1960s and another from the 1990s; children’s parties; a 
1982 baby shower; the aftermath of the 1962 Salem, Oregon hurricane; and others.  
Tadashi and Akiye are pictured in some of the photographs, including a December 
1977 visit to a friend’s house.  Some of the photographs were created by Japanese 
photographers such as Kasuganoso, Okazaki, and Miyataki.  The images range 
in date from 1930 to 1996, with some appearing to emanate from each decade in 
between.  There are also occasional negatives for the later photographs, and the 
photographs are sometimes annotated in English or Japanese. 

In addition to the photographs, the collection includes letters and paperwork 
relating to the internment of the Iwamotos.  The most important papers here 
relate to Kodama’s experience at Heart Mountain and her husband’s time at Tule 
Lake, all kept in a manila envelope labeled in large black and red marker: “Official 
Verification Papers of Internment for Paul & Louise – Important Evacuation Re-
cords Current – Received Feb 22, 1983.  Official verification of internment for Paul 



Tadashi Iwamoto / Louise Akiye Kodama.”  This folder contains Akiye’s original 
birth certificate (her birth name was spelled Akia); originals and copies of recom-
mendation letters written in 1945 relating to Akiye Kodama’s time as a nurse at 
Heart Mountain (one of which was written by a Japanese-American surgeon at 
Heart Mountain named Morton M. Kimura); and copies of a form sent to the 
General Services Administration providing “Verification of Internment Dates of 
Civilians during World War II” filled out by Akiye (another copy of the same form 
is filled out by her husband).  She was interned from May 9, 1942 until September 
28, 1945.  There are also a few receipts from the Japanese Hospital of Los Angeles 
for medical care given to Akiye in 1949. 

Paul Tadashi Iwamoto was interned at Santa Anita Assembly Center, Gila River, 
and Tule Lake from April 28, 1942 to March 14, 1946.  His 1916 visa to visit his 
ill grandmother in Japan is the earliest document present here; the visa includes a 
passport photo of five-year-old Tadashi, and notes that he was born in Fresno on 
September 15, 1913.  There are letters relating to Paul Tadashi Iwamoto’s time at 
Gila River and Tule Lake.  These include an April 1943 letter from the California 
Department of Employment denying Iwamoto unemployment insurance because 
he was “residing in a War Relocation Center and are not readily available for refer-
ral to work.”  This was followed up with a cover letter and a detailed, four-page 
decision on Mr. Iwamoto’s unemployment insurance case.  At that time Iwamoto 
was assigned to Gila River Relocation Center in Arizona.  There are also letters 
relating to Iwamoto’s attempts at “resegregation” and repatriation in 1944 and 1945, 
at which point he had been re-assigned to Tule Lake.  Among the other papers are 
photocopies of portions of the Gila River and Tule Lake rosters listing the Iwamo-
tos interned there.  The papers are rounded out by a retained copy of a “Voluntary 
Information Form” filled out by Tadashi in response to the Civil Liberties Act of 
1988, which provided formerly interned Japanese Americans with reparations for 
their time spent in internment camps. 

The collection also includes a handful of books.  The most notable of these is the 
1938 second edition of Skyways Lumbini: Published Annually by the Members of the 
Southern California District Young Men and Women’s Buddhist Association (Los Angeles: 
Pacific Printing Co., 1938).  The book has an ownership inscription belonging to 
Akiye Kodama, with her address in Hollywood.  The book is additionally inscribed 
to Akiye throughout by several officers and members of the YMWBA.  Like most 
Japanese Americans, Akiye was a Buddhist before the war; there is some indication 
here that she remained a Buddhist after the war. 

The other books include Paul Tadashi Iwamoto’s 1935 Los Angeles Washington 
High School yearbook, and commemorative books of later anniversary celebrations 
for the Hollywood Gakuen of the Japanese Language School (1982), the 75th an-
niversary of Hiroshima Kenjin-Kai of Southern California (1985), and the 40th 
anniversary of the Hollywood Japanese Cultural Institute (1987).  There is also a 
printed genealogy book for a Japanese family by Toshinobu Kobayashi of Hiroshima 
University in 1978, and a copy of Jack Iwata’s 1991 photobook entitled One More Shot, 
which documents changing American-Japanese relations during the 20th century. 



In addition to the material enumerated above, there are also assorted family let-
ters, a few Christmas cards sent to the Iwamotos, a folder of genealogical research 
by Lauren Iwamoto, a 1988 calendar from the Southern District Special Projects 
Committee picturing pre-war Japanese organizations, and more. 

An important collection of photographs, letters, documents, and books from a 
Japanese-American couple who spent their war years in various internment camps, 
recording not only their life in internment and afterward, but also how the intern-
ment experience impacted their lives decades later.  $6250.

 Japanese American’s Military Annual
with His Original Military Headgear

 40. [ Japanese-Americans in World War II]: Kuge, Toshiaki: THE 442nd 
COMBAT TEAM PRESENTS THE ALBUM 1943. [Atlanta: Albert 
Love Enterprises, 1943]. [112]pp. Profusely illustrated. Publisher’s printed 
cloth. Some rubbing and edge wear, corners worn. Internally clean. Very good. 
Accompanied by Toshi Kuge’s original U.S. Army helmet, two dress caps, and 
six garrison caps. 

A small archive of World War II service by a Japanese-American medical officer, 
including a scarce military annual commemorating the training of the famed 
Japanese-American unit, the 442nd Combat Team.  In a dark period of Japanese-
American history, this unit – composed almost entirely of second-generation 
American soldiers of Japanese ancestry, called Nisei – fought with uncommon 
distinction in Italy, Germany, and southern France.  Since the Second World War 
the 442nd has become the most highly decorated military unit in the history of 
the United States Armed Forces, with twenty-one Medal of Honor recipients and 
9,486 Purple Hearts.  Their motto, “Go for Broke,” embodied their spirit and lives 
on as a testament to their fortitude. 

The annual opens with the pledge of allegiance, a dedication, a history of the 
unit, and laudatory quotes by and a photograph of President Roosevelt, Secretary 
of War Henry L. Stimson, and Assistant Secretary of War John J. McCloy.  The 



irony here is that Roosevelt, Stimson, and McCloy were three of the key figures 
who decided on the course of Japanese-American internment camps as a “military 
necessity.”  Following their remarks, the album is full of photographic illustrations 
showing the 442nd in training at Camp Shelby in Mississippi, regimental and com-
pany group shots, articles and photos of the annual’s editorial staff, baseball team, 
swimming team, boxing squad, and about twenty pages of photographs depicting 
the soldiers in various scenes around the training camp. 

The owner of the annual and the military headwear that accompanies it, Toshiaki 
Kuge was a 2nd lieutenant in the medical company of the 442nd Combat Team.  Kuge 
hailed from Portland, Oregon and attended Oregon State University as a pre-med 
student in the late 1930s.  Shortly after Pearl Harbor, Kuge was interned at Tule 
Lake War Relocation Center.  In order to leave the internment camp, Kuge signed 
up for the U.S. Army.  He would go on to serve in Italy, France, and Germany, 
winning a bronze star with two oak leaf clusters in 1945 for “meritorious services 
in combat” in Italy.  His unit also earned three Presidential citations. 

The three most interesting pieces of headwear included here are Kuge’s combat 
helmet, his peaked dress cap, and his veteran’s garrison cap.  Kuge’s helmet includes 
a “U.S.” button on the front over a red embossed label reading, “US AR. RET. 
COLONEL TOSHI KUGE.”  The rank is almost certainly tongue-in-cheek.  Kuge’s 
peaked cap is full of character, with a small slip of paper under the cap printed with 
Kuge’s name and address in Portland.  Kuge’s veteran’s garrison cap, made of red, 
white, and blue cloth, is printed with yellow letters reading “OREGON NISEI 
VETERANS” on front, and on the back, the famed motto, “GO FOR BROKE.” 

The annual is an uncommon and important contemporary record of the train-
ing of a brave group of young Japanese-American men, owned by a Nisei soldier 
who served with valor, accompanied by his helmet, hats, and caps.  OCLC reports 
just eleven copies of the 442nd Album – one in Japan and ten in the United States. 

 OCLC 159584. $1000.

 John Jay on the Support for Bicameral Legislatures in 1776

 41. [ Jay, John]: [RETAINED DRAF T, COMPLETELY IN JAY ’S 
HAND, OF AN AUTOGRAPH LETTER FROM JOHN JAY TO 
REV. JOHN T. KIRKLAND, PRESIDENT OF HARVARD UNI-
VERSITY, RECALLING FUNDAMENTAL POLITICAL DISCUS-
SIONS OF 1776 AND 1777, INCLUDING CONTENT ON THE 
BICAMERAL NATURE OF THE AMERICAN CONGRESS]. Bed-
ford, N.Y. September 27, 1826. [1]p., docketed by Jay on verso. Old folds. 
Two minor ink smudges. Near fine. In a cloth chemise and half morocco and 
cloth slipcase, spine gilt. 

A historically-important retained draft of a letter by Founding Father John Jay.  
One of the last extant letters from Jay before his death on May 17, 1829, here he 
recounts one of the fundamental political discussions of the crucial year of 1776, in 



which the Founders debated the merits of a bicameral legislature.  Jay recounts the 
importance of John Adams’ arguments in favor of legislatures made up of two sepa-
rate bodies, a structure that was in fact adopted in most of the future states and in 
the United States Congress as well.  This draft, unsigned but entirely in John Jay’s 
hand, was his working copy of the letter he eventually sent Kirkland – it contains 
cross-outs and emendations showing the process through which Jay conceived and 
wrote the letter. 

The letter is addressed to Reverend John T. Kirkland, the long-serving presi-
dent of Harvard University.  Jay and Kirkland could have met personally as fellow 
members of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences or possibly the American 
Antiquarian Society (AAS); Kirkland was a founding member of AAS in 1812, and 
Jay was elected two years later. 

In the present letter Jay responds to Kirkland’s request for original documents 
relating to two important instances in Jay’s career.  The first concerns the fateful 
discussions of the legislature in 1776, which Kirkland was curious about because, 
as Jay writes, “It appears that you was preparing a Discourse before the American 
Academy of Arts and Science on their late associates Adams & Jefferson.”  Adams 



and Jefferson had both recently passed away on the same day – July 4, 1826.  Kirkland 
would use the information received from John Jay in this letter to compose his “A 
Discourse in Commemoration of John Adams and Thomas Jefferson” on October 30. 

Jay quotes or paraphrases previous correspondence from Reverend Kirkland: 

Your letter observes that “In 1776 the Congress voted and recommended to the 
Colonies to establish for themselves Constitutions of Government – that it was 
said Mr. Adams had written a good deal upon the Importance of a Legislature 
of two [underlined] Branches instead of one [underlined] assembly – that a 
Letter of his to Mr. [George] Wythe upon that & other Topics relative to a 
Constitution has been published; and that when I went to the Convention of 
New York for forming the Constitution, I took a copy of this Letter of Mr. 
Adams.”

In the last clause of this quoted section Jay seems to be referring to himself in the 
first person when he writes about supposedly taking Adams’ letter on bicameralism 
to the first New York state constitutional convention, which was held sporadically 
throughout the latter half of 1776 and into late April 1777, as British forces continu-
ally threatened New York.  Jay was one of the three authors of the New York state 
constitution, along with Robert R. Livingston and Gouverneur Morris; together 
these three created a government in New York that included a bicameral legisla-
ture.  In any case, Jay writes that he does not possess the letter to which Kirkland 
is referring, and that he is “too feeble to undertake” a search of his personal papers. 

Jay continues with further comment on John Adams and the importance of a 
bicameral congress, and the power the idea had in the writing of the New York 
state constitution: 

The Talents and Reasonings of Mr. Adams respecting the Expediency of two 
Branches in the Legislature have been so established by his Defence of our 
Constitutions, as to afford ample Proof of his adherence to that subject – – – The 
New York Constitution experienced no Disputes or Difficulties in establishing 
both those Branches – nor do I remember that any controversies on that head 
had prevailed in any of the states, excepting Pennsylvania.

In the present letter Jay also discusses his famous 1777 Charge to the Grand Jury of 
New York, one of Jay’s first acts as Chief Justice of the New York Supreme Court.  
Jay rallied those who feared a permanent break from the Crown by highlighting the 
exceptionalism of their political experience; in no other place except America could 
a people shape their own government.  Here Jay bemoans the loss of the original 
document, which he states he searched for previously, but without success.  Evi-
dently Kirkland’s previous correspondence to Jay included a request for the original 
Grand Jury charge, as Jay responds to Kirkland’s “desire to obtain that document.”  
Jay then recalls a letter from John Adams in 1821 in which Adams told Jay that 
there is a printed copy of the Charge at the Boston Athenæum, per the Athenæum’s 
founding librarian, William Smith Shaw.  Besides preparing for his speech before 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Kirkland could have been trying 



to acquire the original document for himself or for AAS; notable Americans of 
Kirkland’s generation often requested original documents from Founding Fathers. 

John Jay (1745-1829) played several critical roles during the Revolutionary and 
Federal periods, and his impact on American governance is often underrated.  An 
early patriot, the New York-trained lawyer was a member of the New York Commit-
tee of Correspondence and served as President of the Second Continental Congress.  
Jay drummed up financial support for the American Revolution in Spain – as his 
counterpart, Benjamin Franklin, did in France – later honing his diplomatic skills 
by negotiating the 1783 Treaty of Paris, and by serving as Acting Secretary of State 
before Thomas Jefferson’s return from France.  Jay contributed at least five of the 
articles collectively known as the Federalist Papers, and was the first Chief Justice 
of the United States Supreme Court, serving from 1789 to 1795, also negotiating 
the Jay Treaty towards the end of his term.  He then served six years as Governor 
of New York before abruptly retiring from politics to live out his life as a farmer. 

John Thornton Kirkland, born in 1770, graduated from Harvard at age nineteen.  
By 1792 he was hired as a tutor of Logic and Metaphysics in Cambridge.  Dur-
ing his time as a teacher at Harvard, Kirkland would deliver sermons as a pastor 
at the New South Church in Boston.  Between 1810 and 1828, Kirkland served a 
well-regarded tenure as president of the university, during which he was known for 
being lenient to students, and after which he was fondly remembered by the likes 
of 1829 Harvard graduate Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

The present letter is discussed in great detail by one of its previous owners, 
Douglas F. Rohrman – a former lawyer, collector of presidential and political let-
ters, and vice president of The Manuscript Society – in an article for Manuscripts 
entitled “John Jay’s Reminiscences,” a copy of which is included here. 

A wonderful piece of correspondence from an important Founding Father, Ameri-
can statesman, patriot, and diplomat, touching on original American documents and 
the foundations of political structure and constitutional law in the United States. 

 Douglass F. Rohrman, “John Jay’s Reminiscences” in Manuscripts, Vol. 70, No. 2, Spring 
2018, pp.114-28. $9500.

 The First Lady Praises the Architect
Who Worked on White House Renovations

 42. Kennedy, Jacqueline: [TYPED LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 
FOR WALTER NEIL LETSON, SIGNED BY JACQUELINE KEN-
NEDY ]. Palm Beach, Fl. December 17, 1961. [1]p. Fine. In a green half 
morocco and cloth clamshell case, spine gilt. 

Letter of recommendation, signed by Jacqueline Kennedy as First Lady, expressing 
“my high regard for Mr. Walter Neil Letson.”  Letson was an architect who oversaw 
renovation on the White House.  She writes: 

I am delighted to have an opportunity to express my high regard for Mr. Walter 
Neil Letson, and to present this letter on his behalf.  From the earliest days of 



President Kennedy’s Administration, Mr. Letson has been involved in plans 
for the restoration of The White House.  His contributions to this project have 
been both valuable and productive.  His interest and enthusiasm have been 
sources of pleasure to his colleagues.  His knowledge and good taste as well as 
his consideration for everyone with whom he worked have all served to make 
this association an extremely satisfactory one for me.  For these reasons I am 
pleased to write these few words.

 $1000.

 The Haitian Revolutionary Orders Rifles and Bayonets

 43. L’Ouverture, Toussaint: [MANUSCRIP T LETTER, SIGNED 
“TOUSSAINT LOUVERTURE” AS GENERAL IN CHIEF OF 
THE ARMY OF SANTO DOMINGO, ORDERING MILITARY 
SUPPLIES, INCLUDING RIFLES AND BAYONETS]. Saint 
Domingue. 29 Nivoise VI [i.e. July 18, 1798]. [1]p., in French, on his printed 
letterhead. Folio. Paper with pale spotting, small ink burn on the date, minor 
restoration just touching the addendum with partial loss of two letters. Au-
tograph leaf tipped to page in green cloth folder with typed description and 
translation, with a reproduction of old print. Provenance: Dr. Max Thorek, 
with his bookplate. 

“...à la demande que je vous ai déjà faite de vingt milliers de cartouches...ajoutez 
cents saumons de plomb et cents fusils et leurs bayonettes.”  [Translation: “to the 
order I have already made for 20,000 cartridges...add one hundred pigs of lead, one 
hundred rifles and their bayonets.”] 

A choice and bold document from the liberation of Haiti.  Toussaint L’Ouverture 
(1743-1803) writes to Gassouville, Citoyen Commandant (citizen commander), 
concerning a shipment of arms, at a key moment in the Haitian conflict.  The 
revolutionary general was conducting secret negotiations with General Maitland, 
which led to the British withdrawal from the island in the autumn of 1798.  Tous-
saint L’Ouverture was ultimately betrayed and imprisoned in France, where he died.  
He was vilified by early European biographers, but the resistance he set in motion 
compelled the French to surrender in 1803.  $4000.

 Records of the Growth
of a Major Massachusetts Iron Manufacturer

 44. [Lazell, Nathan, Jr.]: [Stetson, Nahum]: [Pratt, Isaac]: [MANU-
SCRIP T RECORD COPY BOOK FOR THE BRIDGEWATER 
IRON MANUFACTURING COMPANY]. Bridgewater, Ma. [ca. 1825-
1887]. 364 [i.e. 368]pp. (91pp. blank). Broadside, 11¼ x 4¾ inches, laid in. 
Folio. Contemporary paneled reverse calf, red morocco gilt labels on both 
boards and spine. Boards lightly worn, front joint starting (but still strong). 
Light tideline to outer margin throughout, slight tanning. Overall very good. 



An impressive manuscript copy book documenting the rise and development of 
Bridgewater Iron Manufacturing Company of Massachusetts, one of the largest 
iron works in the United States in the 19th century, and a vital industrial part-
ner during the Civil War under the direction of Nahum Stetson.  These records 
chart the huge growth of the company as it purchased land and competing mills, 
diversified its products (building not only nails but large castings for military and 
commercial vessels), and forming and utilizing railroads to quickly and efficiently 
expand their markets. 

Completed entirely in manuscript on hand-ruled paper, this volume records the 
company’s acts of incorporation, minutes from stockholder and other important 
meetings, directors’ records, by-laws, and other important records relating to the 
growth of the company.  The first page features a list of acts establishing and in-
corporating the company, with relevant page numbers, in the hand of Stetson: “An 
Act to Establish the Bridgewater Iron Manufacturing Company” (1825); “An Act to 
increase the Capitol Stock of the Bridgewater...” (1846); “An Act to Amend an Act 
to Incorporate the Bridgewater...” (1866); “An Act to Incorporate the Bridgewater 
& Taunton Rail Road Company” (1867); and additional acts.  Among these are the 
general Massachusetts incorporation laws (1808-21) that required corporations to 
have a clerk keep a record book such as this one, and that said clerk was designated 
an official justice of the peace, who would record company stock votes and business 
decisions, and maintain records of by-laws and changes to by-laws. 

Early entries include a vote in 1827 approving the company investigate the land 
below the existing furnace to potentially erect a new mill; examine Nippenicket 
Pond to improve water flow to the mills; and how with these improvements the 
company was able to pay dividends of $100 per share on the $16,000 profits in 
1830.  In subsequent years, minutes reference land purchases as they expand mill 
operations; and then adding a counting room next to the safe in 1835 after the death 
of Nathan Lazell, Jr., along with notes about the company helping with funeral 
expenses for Lazell.  Records show the company beginning to expand rapidly in 
hardware manufacturing in the 1840s, thanks in large part to the Fall River Rail-
road reaching Bridgewater in 1845 and connecting to Boston the following year, 
allowing the company much easier access to these markets.  They greatly increased 
production of “American iron nails” in 1842; erected a “steam engine to drive our 
Rolling Mill when the water fails” in 1845; paid assessments on $16,500 in stocks 
owned by the company in the “Fall River, Middleboro, Bridgewater & Randolph 
Rail Road Company,” and incurred minor losses building a new rolling mill and 
rebuilding and expanding the forge in 1847.  By the 1850s the company employed 
nearly 250 men, working ten acres of manufacturing space, supervised by legendary 
machinist James Ferguson. 

With the outbreak of the Civil War, Bridgewater was on its way to becoming 
the largest iron works in the country.  Specializing in heavy castings and forgings, 
including key components for large ships, they supplied the iron plate and fittings 
for the U.S.S. Monitor, U.S.S. New Ironsides, and all other iron-clad warships, as 



well as the large forgings for every steamer for the Pacific Mail Steamship Com-
pany.  The company’s profits grew accordingly, the ledgers reporting over $350,000 
in 1863, $450,000 in 1864, and over $500,000 in 1867.  By 1868 the company had 
expanded to nearly 600 men, and a manufacturing space of almost seventy acres. 

The “Directors’ Records” start at the rear of the volume, inverted.  This portion 
is briefer, and primarily discusses balloting for company officer elections, dispers-
ing and paying out shares in subsidiary operations (such as the Providence Iron 
Company, which Stetson purchased in 1854), and sales of land in Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island owned by the company and its subsidiaries (including the Wey-
mouth Iron Company). 

In 1694, David Perkins received permission from the colonial government of 
Massachusetts to construct a dam across the Town River, and by 1707, Perkins 
had a working blacksmith shop at the site.  In 1785, Nathan and Isaac Lazell built 
a slitting mill on the site to expand the blacksmithing operation.  They added a 
second slitting mill in 1793.  In time the company came to be known as Lazell, 
Carey & Company, and produced cannons during the War of 1812 and iron pots 
for the whaling industry, along with cut nails and barrel hoops.  In 1825 the com-
pany formally incorporated as the Bridgewater Iron Manufacturing Company, but 
continued doing business as Lazell, Perkins & Company for many years after. 

Nathan Lazell, Jr. (1796-1835) was the first company clerk, and many of the 
early records and acts copied into this volume are in his hand.  Nahum Stetson 
(1807-1894) joined the company as a clerk in 1825, and was selected as treasurer 
(effectively CEO) when Lazell, Jr. died in 1835.  Stetson led the company for over 
half a century, overseeing tremendous growth.  In addition to acquiring Weymouth 
and Providence Iron companies, Bridgewater also acquired Parker Iron Mills (Ware-
ham, Massachusetts) and helped form several railroads, including the Fall River 
and Cape Cod railroads.  In 1899 the site was purchased by the Stanley Works of 
New Britain, Connecticut for the manufacture of machinery and tool production, 
until 1928, when production shifted to New Britain.  Between 1946 and 1988 part 
of the site was operated by the Bridgewater Foundry Company, which produced 
grey iron castings.  The property was donated to the Town of Bridgewater in 1994 
by the Brousseau and Landner families, the last owners of the foundry.  Much of 
the site has been converted into Iron Works Park. 

The accompanying small broadsheet is caption titled, List of Stockholders in 
the Bridgewater Iron Co. and dated “May 1, 1885.”  It has marginal annotations in 
Stetson’s hand, as well as a small slip of paper pasted to the bottom of the sheet 
with an additional seven shareholders added in manuscript.  The total voting shares 
are 480, for a total capital value of $480,000. 

A fascinating look into the development of industrialization in the Northeast 
through the eye of the company that led the charge. 

 J. Leander Bishop, A History of American Manufactures from 1608 to 1860... Vol. 3 (Phila-
delphia: Edward Young & Co., 1868), pp.488-91. $3500.



 Releasing Loyalists
at the End of the Revolution

 45. Lincoln, Benjamin: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM 
BENJAMIN LINCOLN TO GOVERNOR WILLIAM LIVINGS-
TON, REGARDING THE RELEASE OF PRISONERS OF WAR]. 
Philadelphia. June 28, 1782. [2]pp. plus integral address leaf. Folio. Old fold 
lines. Some separation between leaves. Very minor foxing and toning. Very 
good. In a blue half morocco and cloth clamshell case, spine gilt. 

Secretary of War General Benjamin Lincoln writes to New Jersey Governor William 
Livingston regarding the release of prisoners of war into New York state. 

Benjamin Lincoln served as a major general in the Continental Army, noted 
for being the commanding officer at the surrender of Charleston (May 1780) and 
for accepting Lord Cornwallis’ sword at the time of his surrender at Yorktown.  He 
subsequently served as Secretary of War and Massachusetts Lieutenant Governor.  
In this letter he writes to Governor Livingston informing him that many prison-
ers of war (likely Loyalists) in New York have expressed a wish to return to their 
employment, and he has been petitioned for their release. 

Dear Sir,  Mr. Stewart informs me that there are a number of inhabitants of 
your state now in gaol as prisoners of war who went from you some time since 
and joined the enemy.  As many of them are good forge men and colliers & 
wish to return to their former employment, he has requested that I would 
permit it.  I do not think myself authorised to turn such men into your state 
without your permission.  Should you think proper to have them liberated, a 
line from you to the commissary of prisoners at Lancaster expressing your wish 
will be sufficient for I will direct him to relegate all such of your inhabitants 
as you shall name.

Given Livingston’s strong anti-Loyalist sentiments, it may be doubtful that he had 
the men released, no matter what their occupation and abilities. 

A reluctant politician, William Livingston nevertheless rose to prominence in 
colonial New York and New Jersey, in part due to his wealth and family connections.  
He was the first governor of the state of New Jersey, holding that office from 1776 
until his death in 1790.  Livingston was extremely popular with his constituents, 
and was fiercely anti-Loyalist.  During this time, Livingston was constantly on the 
move to avoid assassination, bringing him into close contact with his constituents.  
This sensitized him to their needs in a way few others in his station would know, 
additionally fueling his desire for reforms, including the abolition of slavery.

  $1350.



 War of 1812 Military-Judicial Appointment
Signed by James Madison

 46. Madison, James: [War of 1812]: THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNIT-
ED STATES OF AMERICA, TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE 
PRESENTS, GREETING.... Washington, D.C. June 15, 1813. [1]p. par-
tially-printed document, completed in manuscript. Paper seal of the United 
States affixed to upper left corner. Old folds. Light tanning, mild surface wear, 
a few ink blotches, one small area of ink burn (not affecting text). Overall 
very good. Matted, framed, and glazed. 

A War of 1812-era presidential appointment signed in ink by President James Madi-
son and by Secretary of War John Armstrong.  Here Madison appoints Maryland 
attorney James Sewall Morsell to the position of Judge Advocate of the Militia of 
the District of Columbia.  In addition, Morsell has fully endorsed and docketed 
the document on the verso, pledging to “carefully & diligently perform the duties 
of a Judge Advocate...to the best of my Skill & Judgement and that I will support 
the Constitution of the United States.”  Morsell would serve as a Judge Advocate 
for almost two years.  From January 15, 1815 until March 3, 1863 he would serve 
as a circuit court judge in the District of Columbia.   Earlier in his career and dur-
ing his years in private practice, Morsell represented numerous African-American 
families who petitioned for freedom in the nation’s capital.  Judge Morsell passed 
away in Maryland in 1870.  $2500.



 Mather Discredits the Minister at Bristol

 47. Mather, Cotton: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED (“Co. Mather”), 
TO THE REVEREND SAMUEL DANFORTH, CASTING AS-
PERSION ON THE REVEREND JAMES McSPARRAN OF BRIS-
TOL, MASSACHUSETTS]. Boston April 29, 1719. [1½]pp. on a 
6¼ x 4-inch sheet. With a second leaf of the same size, addressed in 
Mather’s hand, remnant of wax seal. Leaves separated. Some spotting 
and minor soiling, two words partially obscured at foot of first page, 
else very good. 

A very uncommon and interesting autograph letter, signed, by Cotton Mather, 
disparaging an Irish immigrant minister in a nearby town for having a “propension” 
for “fornication.”  It is an interesting example of Mather using his influence to 
control the ministry in New England.  Mather writes his fellow minister, Samuel 
Danforth, at Taunton, to convey a report on the Reverend James McSparran, a 
recent immigrant from Ireland whom Mather was trying to prevent from being 
installed as minister to the congregation of Bristol, Massachusetts (later Rhode 
Island).  Mather writes, in part: 



An Honorable friend has demanded it of me, that I give you some report of 
what Mr Boyd said unto us, concerning the unhappy young man in whom the 
peace of Bristol & ye Neighbourhood, is disturbed. 

He constantly said unto us, that he had no personal knowledge of this Mc-
Sparron [sic]; But that it was Reported and Believed in Ireland that his com-
ing...was to avoid a propension for a Fornication; And that, if his Testimonials 
appear as coming from any Presbytery shore, they are doubtless a Forgery.... 

Be it how it will, ye evidences you have to convict him of a notorious False-
hood in the confession he publickly made at Bristol, and enough to discover 
& determine such a leprosy upon him, as disqualifies him from the services 
of the sanctuary....

Although the Bristol congregation held a meeting and found McSparran blameless, 
he nevertheless returned to Ireland to clear up the matter of his credentials.  While 
there he converted to Anglicanism, and when he returned to America, it was to 
head the Episcopal church in Narragansett, which he did for thirty-seven years.  In 
1753, McSparran published America Dissected, an account of the colonies, written 
mainly to discourage his fellow Irishmen from immigrating there. 

Samuel Danforth (1666-1727) graduated from Harvard in 1683 and served as the 
minister at Taunton from 1687 until his death.  His father, also Samuel Danforth 
(1626-1674), was the important Roxbury minister, poet, and astronomer; he was 
one of the five founding fellows of Harvard. 

Autograph material by Cotton Mather, especially on a relatively salacious matter, 
is uncommon in the market.  $12,500.

 Radio Transcripts and Travel Diaries
of a Leading California Journalist During a Period

of Turmoil and Transition at Home and Abroad

 48. Meister, Richard A.: Meister, Geraldine: [ARCHIVE OF KPFA RA-
DIO TRANSCRIPTS AND TRAVEL DIARIES BY RICHARD A. 
MEISTER, LONGTIME SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA JOUR-
NALIST COVERING ORGANIZED LABOR, FARM WORKERS, 
AND POLITICS, AND DESCRIBING HIS TRAVELS IN EU-
ROPE, THE SOVIET UNION, AND LATIN AMERICA]. [Various 
places including San Francisco Bay Area, Europe, and South America (see 
below). ca. 1957-1973]. Seven binders, one M.A. thesis. More than 2,000 
leaves, as detailed below. Prong fastener binders. All but one binder with typed 
labels taped to front cover. Corrections in ink and pencil throughout. A variety 
of material laid in (see below). Some wear to binders. Occasional small closed 
tears in outer margins (no loss of text), fraying and chips to edges of some 
pages, occasional tanning. Thesis: Red buckram, spine gilt. Scuff to lower edge 
of front board, light shelf wear. The collection in overall very good condition.



A substantial collection of radio commentary transcripts and travel diaries from 
longtime San Francisco Bay Area activist, journalist, and author Richard “Dick” 
Meister.  For many years a commentator for left-leaning radios stations such as 
Berkeley’s KPFA, among others, and a journalist for many Bay Area newspapers, 
Meister’s radio commentaries provide the views of a progressive and inquisitive 
journalist during a time of significant social upheaval in the United States.  Very 
sympathetic to socialist experiments, his diaries of travels in Europe, the Soviet 
Union, communist Eastern Europe, and Latin America, record the feelings and 
observations of a critic of unbridled capitalism who was at the same time aware of 
the excesses and crimes of post-Stalinist communist regimes. 

Although often addressing challenging topics, Meister’s writing is accessible, 
insightful, often humorous, and touches on a wide variety of topics along the way.  
In his radio commentaries he rarely strays too far afield, but he is fond of linking 
one thought to another, especially as he notes the potential implications for political 
decisions, laws passed, or protests shut down.  In his travel writing he strays into an 
almost stream of consciousness style of writing at times; at other times he simply 
lists the things he has noticed during the day, usually starting with the words “At 
random:” and then mentions wild clothing he noted, delicious coffee, odd animals, 
or a particularly amusing street vendor.  He is often frustrated with travel mishaps or 



obstinate Communist guards, but is never negative.  At the end of each travel diary 
are lists of where he and his wife, Geraldine, stayed and ate, along with travel tips. 

Richard A. Meister (1932-2019) was born in San Francisco and spent his life 
in the Bay Area.  He received a B.A. and M.A. in Journalism from Stanford Uni-
versity, reported for the United Press, Associated Press, and San Jose Mercury News; 
was labor editor of The San Francisco Chronicle, managing editor of Labor Pulse, 
and freelance writer for The Nation, Cosmopolitan, The Saturday Review, New York 
Times, New York Herald Tribune, Washington Post, and many other newspapers and 
magazines.  He also taught journalism at San Francisco State University.  With 
Anne Loftis, he published A Long Time Coming: The Struggle to Unionize America’s 
Farm Workers in 1977. 

Meister primarily covered labor and related social movements, in particular 
as labor editor at the San Francisco Chronicle, managing editor of Labor Pulse, and 
regular commentator for Pacifica Radio in Berkeley (KPFA), Los Angeles (KPFK), 
and New York (WBAI).  He was quite the activist himself, and his sympathies for 
the movements of the 1960s and ’70s are clear in his writings; in fact, he owns them 
quite openly.  This is especially true in his extensive world-wide travels, always (in 
this collection) accompanied by his wife, Geraldine (“Gerry”).  He was good friends 
with Cesar Chavez and strongly supported the work of the United Farm Workers.  
The radio transcripts cover his regular show on Pacifica Radio, and each episode 
focuses on a particular topic, almost always connected to labor, and usually focused 
on California, but with broader national and often international implications.  He 
discusses capital punishment, Martin Luther King Jr., farm workers, and teachers’ 
strikes (as well as many other strikes), along with budget hearings, state proposi-
tions coming up for vote, and pay for legislators.  The travel diaries are clearly more 
personal, and likely intended for subsequent publication, or at least to share with 
family and friends.  The broadcast transcripts and travel diaries, as well as Meister’s 
M.A. thesis, are detailed individually below. 

“Radio Broadcasts (KPFA Berkeley, KPFK Los Angeles, WBAI New York). 
October 12, 1959 – December 19, 1967.” 590 leaves total, each transcript foliated 
independently. KPFK schedules stapled in throughout.  Meister includes two leaves 
at the beginning of the volume with each of the sixty-three broadcasts listed (tran-
scripts of the unnumbered interviews are not included), with its number, subject, 
date, the stations on which it aired, and the length of the segment.  Transcripts are 
arranged in reverse chronological order.  Most were scheduled to run for fifteen 
minutes, and accordingly, most transcripts average nine to ten pages each.  Meister’s 
reporting was ground-breaking at the time, and features stories that still dominate 
California news cycles.  He writes frequently (and cleverly) about water, observing: 
“California’s water is not only in the wrong places, but it’s also available at the wrong 
times” (#5, 1/8/60).  This, of course, affects farm labor and the burgeoning wine 
industry.  This leads him to the grape strikes a few years later: “Why, then, did the 
unions make their move in Delano?  Why a strike in the vineyards?  There are three 
principal reasons, I think.  One lies in the person of an unusual leader named Cesar 
Chavez.  Another reason involves the civil rights movement.  The third reason stems 



from a foolish miscalculation by the grape growers” (#40, 1/18/66).  “Don’t look 
now,” he writes a few months later, “but the twentieth century is about to dawn on 
California’s farms...it indeed appears that farm workers are at last heading toward 
that point reached so many years ago by most other workers” (#42, 4/12/66).  And 
then later that year, in response to the recently-elected Governor of California, 
Ronald Reagan, slashing the budget for public schools: “California, as I’m sure 
you’re aware, has just had its first teachers strike.  Not much of a strike as strikes 
generally are measured.  But a very significant strike in terms of what it indicated 
about teachers and public employees generally...about the entire labor movement, 
in fact” (#48, 9/27/66).  Also included is a broadcast entitled, “The Coming Death 
of Caryl Chessman” (10/18/59), covering the trials of Chessman who was executed 
in 1960, but whose execution helped end capital punishment California. 

“Radio Scripts 1968-1973. Television 1966-1996.” 646 leaves total, each transcript 
foliated independently. KPFK schedules stapled in occasionally throughout.  This 
volume continues radio scripts from the previous volume.  Although this volume 
has Meister’s inventory leaves for “Radio Broadcasts” and “Television Broadcasts,” 
only radio transcripts are included.  Once again Meister includes information about 
subject, date, the stations on which it aired, and the length of the segment.  And 
once again the transcripts are in reverse chronological order and transcripts of the 
unnumbered interviews are not included.  There is coverage of Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s assassination and burial, with appropriately somber commentary: “Like most of 
you, I’m feeling terribly, terribly sad and angry.  Martin Luther King has just been 
buried, and what more can be said?” (#67, 4/9/68).  And then his labor coverage 
continues, as things heat up under Reagan’s governorship. 

“European Diary, August 30, 1961 – June 20, 1962.” [2],354 [i.e. 359] leaves, 
6pp., [4] leaves. Folding Esso Touring Service Map, nine pages of expenses in 
manuscript; several newspaper clippings, and copy of a letter to a fellow journal-
ist laid in; additional notes and two holiday cards in pocket on inside rear cover.  
Meister’s commentary from his and Gerry’s extensive travels throughout Europe, 
driving almost all of it in a rented car.  When he’s not commenting on the relative 
attractiveness of the local women, or giving broad reviews of everything he has 
eaten and drunk, Meister provides interesting takes on local politics, newspapers, 
news magazines, and journalists.  This is definitely a busman’s holiday.  Arriving in 
London by way of Ireland and Scotland, he notes: “On first impression, the great, 
enormous city seems like a civilized New York....Surely there’s no more cosmopolitan 
city, at least not outside the Orient....Here they mean free speech when they say 
it and, also unlike in the U.S., they mean it when they say you can operate within 
any political circle you want.”  Then they head to Germany and East Berlin: “If 
one word would describe the city, that word would be ‘tense’....The east is horribly 
depressing, and there’s not even the pretence of freedom.” 

Then on to Hamburg and Denmark.  Meister loves Denmark: “In Denmark, 
they’re just proud of what they have, and want nothing more....It’s the purest, and 
best, form of socialism in the world.  Taxes are high, but the standard of living is 
high and you don’t find the disparity between rich and poor.”  Then the Netherlands, 



Belgium, and Paris: “Politically, the nation is a mess, a semi-dictatorship under control 
of a vain, pompous ass named de Gaulle....”  Spain is next: “...the Franco dictator-
ship, one of the most backward and totalitarian in the world....If there’s any hope in 
Spain – and there is – it’s in Catalonia, and especially in its capital of Barcelona....”  
Then Portugal, Spain again, and on to Italy, with some very interesting commentary 
on the liberalism of the industrial elite in Italy (who also happen to own all the 
newspapers).  In Yugoslavia, Meister writes: “His [Tito’s] dictatorship, of course, is 
far less strict that those in the Soviet Union or in any of the Soviet satellites.  But, 
naturally, there’s no freedom of the press, no civil rights to speak of, and little back 
talk allowed.”  Crete and Greece are next, and then Turkey: “However delicate their 
surroundings, the Turks are still a primitive and cruel people.”  He meets with a 
U.S. Army colonel who is an advisor to the Turkish Army, about Turkey’s relative 
instability and concerns about U.S.S.R.  Then Bulgaria, including a wild night out, 
where he and the locals drink to peace and amicable relations between the U.S. 
and U.S.S.R.  Then back to Yugoslavia, but Serbia this time, where they meet an 
American couple, David and Elizabeth Tornquist, socialists who were disillusioned 
with the U.S. and moved to Yugoslavia.  Then Hungary, which he finds very hostile 
to Americans.  And then on to Austria and Germany, this time with a visit to the 
concentration camp at Dachau and extended commentary on the human capacity for 
violence and cruelty.  They retrace their steps back home. “Mexican Diary, August 
21 – September 10, 1965.” [1],76,[4] leaves.  The Meisters start in Mexico City.  
“The Indians are discriminated against in general.”  He discusses the relatively re-
cent Mexican revolution and marvels at its relationship with the Catholic Church.  
“Mexico, by the way, is still playing it gutsy vis-a-vis the U.S.  She still refuses to 
condemn Castro, but does condemn U.S. meddling in the Dominican Republic and 
in Cuba, still refuses to outlaw Communists and take some other steps demanded 
by the U.S. and taken by most other South American countries.”  Meister discusses 
racial attitudes in Mexico, political corruption, and poverty.  He is fascinated by the 
Ballet Folklorico, and by a comparatively high concentration of Danes and Swiss, 
including a visit to a Swiss restaurant, Chalet Suizo.  He attends the bullfights at 
Plaza Mexico, and provides an extended report on all the fights of the day.  He is 
both saddened by the treatment of the bulls and drawn in by the artistry of the 
matadors, picadors, etc.  They attend the presidential “Informe” at the Plaza del 
Zócalo, the first state of the union by Gustavo Díaz Ordaz: “...his incredibly detailed, 
117-page, 2½-hour speech to the deputies.  A fantastic speech.....”  They travel to 
Guadalajara, which is less cosmopolitan than Mexico City, “a far less continental 
place, and also one with fewer Indians, shoe shiners and peddlers....Also the center 
for cowboys (“Charros”)....”  They visit “The Copa de Leche, one of the world’s 
best restaurants....”  More observations: “Past several reforestation projects.  (The 
Spanish conquerors denuded much of the land, in an attempt to make it look like 
home, barren Spain, and much of one of Mexico’s main current problems – erosion 
– stems from that, as does the water problem – a shortage of any kind of water, but 
especially of pure water)....Late at night, in Guadalajara proper, the friendliness of 
the day wears off, as teenager types lounge about the streets making loud comments 



as we pass.  One man calls us ‘bourgeoisie.’”  At the end are four pages of travel 
tips and hotel advice, taxis, etc. 

“European Diary #2, June 10 – July 14, 1967.” [1],188,[3] leaves. Fodor’s folding 
map of Europe and AAA International Driving Permits for Richard and Geraldine 
in pocket envelope on verso of front cover; several newspaper clippings laid in 
throughout.  They travel first to Warsaw, Poland: “There is very little evidence of 
communism....They do not believe in political sloganeering so there are no communist 
party posters....Only occasionally do you see even a Polish flag, but the nationalism 
here goes deep.  It kept the country alive through centuries of invasions, that of 
the U.S.S.R. just the latest.”  He visits Gene Kramer at the AP bureau, “A censor, 
Albert, is at his side...” at all times.  He meets with economist Jan Strzelecki, who 
is helping rebuild the Polish economy after de-Stalinization, and provides extended 
commentary on their meeting: “There is a shortage of workers, says Strzelecki.  
The unions are not independent, and not too popular.  It’s rare for them to strike 
(you don’t strike yourself and this, after all, is a worker’s state, run by the workers 
party).”  He notes that the Polish are still very cool on the Germans, even the West 
Germans, at this point. 

Then the Meisters head to Moscow, the crowning stop on this trip: “I, anyway, 
feel buoyant on arriving in Moscow.  Really.  This is the home of revolution and 
I’m a revolutionary at heart.”  After a brief tour of the city, he remains impressed: 
“Lenin everywhere.  The cult of Lenin is more than you can imagine in your wildest 
dreams.”  “There’s still no mention of Trotsky....Stalin has come to be mentioned, 
but oh so slightly....The re-writing of history is a fact in the USSR....And this is 
unforgivable.  A good revolutionary uses every tool, lies as well as guns....Interpreting 
facts in a different way, yes.  But wiping them out entirely, and wiping out entire 
persons?  Never.  I will never, unfortunately, trust the USSR again.”  He is delighted 
to see American communist newspapers are on newsstands.  He is very reflective 
throughout this section: “Visiting the Lenin Mausoleum: A long, long, long line is 
waiting, although it’s several hours before it actually opens.  There seems to be at 
least 10,000 people, the line stretching out for blocks, five, six, seven blocks away.”  
They also visit the tombs of Big Bill Haywood and John Reed.  Then on to Len-
ingrad, with visits to the opera, symphony, zoo, ballet, puppet theatre.  They make 
a quick stop in Helsinki, then Copenhagen, and fly back from London, which he 
notes has become thoroughly “Mod” since their last visit. 

“European Diary #3, June 16 – July 15, 1968.” [1],151,[2] leaves. Folding world 
map from Carry Cook’s Travelers Cheques in pocket on verso of front cover.  This 
time they fly to Bucharest, Romania.  Even though Romania is technically inde-
pendent of the U.S.S.R., “It’s still very much a communist country and part of the 
Soviet Eastern bloc, of course, but there are few outward evidences of this and the 
regime, as the regimes throughout the bloc, has been getting more and more liberal.”  
Romania is still modernizing and still coming out of the “swamp” of Soviet-permitted 
dictatorship.  Then they return to Budapest, seven years later, but now: “No noble 
Communist Party symbols, no heroic statues or posters.  No Russian soldiers or 
even Hungarian soldiers.”  Everyone is much happier, he notes: “The Hungarian 



Revolution did succeed.  They got their own nationalistic communism, and that’s 
why they revolted – to substitute native controlled, Hungarian-communist rule for 
Russian controlled communist rule....The U.S.S.R. brought in the tanks and put 
them down brutally, of course.  But then they put in the reforms that the rebels 
had demanded.  They couldn’t risk another outbreak....This led to the liberalization 
that’s sweeping all of Eastern Europe.” 

Back to Vienna, which is more modern than the last visit, and then they’re on 
to Prague: “Czechoslovakia is the most highly industrialized of the communist 
countries, and the country among them that has been industrialized the longest.  
But it is not the most affluent.  It had a very high prosperity before World War 
II, but was stripped by the Nazis....USSR built it back up, but kept the proceeds.  
The liberalization is especially intriguing, since Czechoslovakia was, not too long 
ago, the most Stalinist of the eastern bloc aside from East Germany.  However, 
she also was the only one of the countries with a history of prosperous democracy, 
under Benes and the Mazaraks.”  They return to Germany: “Berlin – West Berlin, 
that is – is one of the most wealthy appearing cities in the world.  And it should 
be.  Billions of dollars are being pumped into the city to artificially puff it up as the 
great ‘showcase’ of democracy.  But it ’s all glitter, and all false.  It’s not democracy 
they’re showing off, but capitalism....”  An extended take on both Berlins follows.  
“We end up somewhat dissatisfied.  Eastern Europe is dull, despite the exciting 
political liberalization that’s going on.  Germany is as bad as ever....” 

“South American Diary.” June – July 1971. [1],122,[1] leaves. Canceled pass-
port for Dick and Gerry and a folding map of South America in pocket on verso 
of front cover.  “Somehow, and I’m still not certain why, there just isn’t the same 
excitement heading off to South America as there is in heading toward Europe, 
even for the second or third time.”  Chile is less hospitable than they had hoped: 
“Yet despite this, one has strong intellectual feelings about Chile.  It is one of 
the few really democratic countries anywhere, and it is beginning a great political 
experiment, and it is so bogged down in poverty.  So, though we might not have 
particularly enjoyed the visit, we retain strong feelings about Chile.  It’s a wonder-
ful place to root for, but I wouldn’t want to visit there again for awhile.”  This is 
right after Salvador Allende’s election and not long before the CIA-backed coup 
that put Augusto Pinochet in power.  Argentina is next: “Any country with great 
bread, coffee and wine must be great, and Argentina is great.”   He notes Argen-
tina’s elegance, compared to Chile, but also notes: “One of the most striking things 
here is the homogeneousness of the people.  There is not the racially cosmopolitan 
situation you find in other areas like San Francisco.  This may be the main reason 
for Argentina, Chile, etc. not being exciting.”  The time in Argentina closes with 
an anecdote about a plane hijacking, which delays their departure (Braniff Flight 
14, July 2, 1971).  Next is Montevideo, Uruguay: “very surprisingly dull,” then 
Asunción, Paraguay, which he finds much more appealing, despite the dictatorship 
of Alfredo Stroessner: “It is a ‘para-military paradise,’ and though you hope it will 
become another kind of paradise, you know better, and know you want to return 
nonetheless.”  Brazil is the final stop, and as they settle in to São Paulo, he observes: 



“This is a cosmopolitan city, the first we’ve seen on this trip....This is also a huge 
city...(Which seems strange, considering its lack of general prominence).”  Rio is 
large as well, but a little different: “Even including San Francisco, we have never 
seen so many homosexuals....To add to this picture, neither have we seen more 
whores in any city.”  The socialist revolutionary in him is a bit confused as they 
finish the trip: why was Prague so exciting, but not Santiago?  “We really could feel 
the oppression in Spain; why don’t we feel it in Brazil?” 

Richard A. Meister, Oregon Newspapers’ Use of Press Service Political Stories. MA 
Thesis. Department of Communication and Journalism, Stanford University, 1957. 
v,77pp. 

An engaging and entertaining collection of writings from one of the leading 
progressive journalists of the West Coast, with significant commentary on the state 
of affairs in the United States during a period of consequential social change, and 
firsthand observations of Latin America, Europe, and the Soviet Union.  $2750.

 Compiled by Two Mexican Women

 49. [Mexican Manuscript Cookbook]: [MEXICAN MANUSCRIP T 
COOKBOOK COMPILED IN MEXICO IN THE EARLY 20th 
CENTURY]. [Mexico. ca. 1916 or shortly thereafter]. [165]pp. In Spanish. 
Contemporary three-quarter gray cloth and marbled boards. Spine perished, 
moderate rubbing and wear to boards, binding cracked in a few places and 
resultantly tender. Contemporary stationery store label on front pastedown. 
Minor soiling to text. Overall good condition. 

A well-used Mexican manuscript cookbook from the early 20th century.  Interestingly, 
the book has been used by at least two different authors, in a dos-à-dos fashion, 
with each author starting at one end of the book, and meeting in the middle.  A girl 
or young woman named Bertha Garza and then later Bertha Renate has signed her 
name each way on the front free endpaper, and the cookbook may have belonged to 
her or her family.  The dating of the text comes from a stationery store label affixed 
to the front pastedown, dated in print in August 1916. 

The author or authors of the present cookbook have included a wide variety of 
Mexican soups, salads, meat dishes, sandwiches, desserts, and more.  These include 
sopa de garbanzos, “huacamole,” chayotes rellenos, gasnates, pastel americano, ariquipa 
de nuez, creadillas, nopales en mole, chiles fingidos, pulque de naranja, chicharrones, 
chiles del tiempo, chiles en aguacates, pollo en guisado de pulque, torta de plaza, helado 
de chabacano, criadillas, tamales de arroz, lengua en alcaparra, chile de nogada, lengue en 
almendrado, macarrones a la francesa, “puerco en coca cola,” and many others.  There 
are also recipes for desserts, including pastel de chocolate, budin de chocolate, pastel de 
chinos (Chinese cake), platanas en dulce, budin de pan negro, helado de pina, “sponge 
cake” (written in English), and others.  Interestingly, in addition to the recipes, 
someone has drawn three small floor plans for houses on two leaves. 



A dense and informative collection of Mexican food recipes from the country 
of their birth, with a dash of American influence, meant to satisfy a wide range of 
appetites.  $1750.

item 50.



 A Remarkable Archive of Northern Mexico Imprints
from the Era of Maximilian

 50. [Mexico]: [Nuevo León]: [COLLECTION OF PROCLAMATIONS 
AND DOCUMENTS FROM NUEVO LEÓN IN THE MID-19th 
CENTURY]. [Mexico. 1853-1870]. 136 documents of various lengths. Sev-
enty-eight proclamations and circulars, approximately legal sized; three larger 
broadside proclamations; thirty-one manuscript orders and letters; engrav-
ings, forms, and periodicals. Some edge wear and minor soiling throughout. 
Very good. In an archival box. See the rear cover of this catalogue for a color 
illustration.

An archive of printed and manuscript documents relating to political and military 
activities in the Mexican state of Nuevo León in the middle of the 19th century.  
During this period the state strongly considered separation from Mexico beginning 
in the 1850s, threatening secession and later investigating possible negotiations 
with the Confederacy, but it also played a role in the resistance to the rule of the 
French and Maximilian in the 1860s.  These issues, as well as more practical matters 
of governance, are addressed principally through printed proclamations as well as 
manuscript orders and correspondence addressed to the towns of Hualahuises and 
Linares, located to the south of Monterrey, and to their government officials.  The 
collection also includes two engravings of Maximilian and ephemeral items such 
as two short periodicals and blank Mexican government forms.  A full inventory 
of all items is available on request.  $12,500.

 The Pueblan Government During the War of Reform

 51. [Mexico]: [Puebla]: [SAMMELBAND OF 178 SEPARATE IM-
PRINTS OR MANUSCRIPT DOCUMENTS RELATED TO GOV-
ERNMENTAL AND CHURCH AFFAIRS IN PUEBLA, MEXICO]. 
[Mostly Puebla. December 4, 1856 – December 4, 1858]. 171 printed items 
and seven manuscript items. Folio. Later 19th- or early 20th-century half 
green cloth and marbled paper boards, gilt spine title, additional small manu-
script label on front board. Minor edge wear, boards lightly rubbed, corners 
bumped. Some works folded to fit binding and with resultant fold separa-
tions, some repaired on verso. Minor edge wear. Overall very good. Mostly 
untrimmed. 

A large volume of printed and manuscript broadsides and pamphlets relating to 
governmental and church-related activities in Puebla, Mexico, covering exactly 
two years during the mid-19th century.  The works were issued by both the federal 
government and the government of Puebla under several Pueblan governorships 
beginning with C.J. García Conde and ending with Francisco Perez.  Many are 
local printings of works promulgated for the benefit of the central government of 
Presidents Ignacio Comonfort and Félix María Zuloaga in Mexico City, the latter 



recognized as the president by those who 
backed the conservatives after the outbreak 
of the War of Reform. 

These decrees, circulars, and broadsides 
document an interesting period in the history 
of Mexico, with struggles between the Church 
and State.  Under President Ignacio Comon-
fort, the new 1857 constitution restricted the 
power of the Mexican Church.  On December 
17, 1857 a group of conservative generals 
promulgated the Plan de Tacubaya in oppo-
sition to the new constitution, sparking the 
three-year War of Reform between liberals 
and conservatives.  This volume includes a 
broadside printing of the Plan de Tacubaya, 
signed in type by “Felix Zuluaga” (the gen-
eral’s name is usually spelled Felíx Zuloaga), 
as well as other decrees reinstating the special 
powers accorded to the Church, and with 
works related to the interim presidency of 
Zuloaga. 

The collection also includes manuals of military regulations, information on 
procedure and locations for elections, updates on legal and colonization policies, 
works on governmental and church finances, a pamphlet written in defense of Santos 
Degollado, large broadsides promulgating central governmental policies to Puebla, 
and much more.  The works are bound chronologically and divided into three sec-
tions, each with a manuscript titlepage.  The first reads, “Coleccion de Decretos del 
Gobierno General y del Estado en la Epoca del J. Garcia Conde....”  Most of the works 
bound herein are broadsides, though there are a healthy number of handbills and 
pamphlets, the latter mostly bound in on stubs, and some including original wrappers. 

A vast array of governmental documents, decrees, and pamphlets from an im-
portant period in Mexican history.  $6500.

 Monroe Opposes Federal Funding
for Internal Improvements

 52. Monroe, James: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM PRES-
IDENT JAMES MONROE, REGARDING HIS OPPOSITION TO 
PUBLICLY FUNDED IMPROVEMENTS TO INFRASTRUC-
TURE]. Washington. July 9, 1821. [4]pp. Quarto, on a folded folio sheet. 
Old fold lines. Separating at vertical fold; several folds neatly repaired with 
tissue. Some bleed-through of ink, some dampstaining to center of sheets. 
Still quite legible. Good. 



A significant letter written by President James Monroe to an unidentified recipient 
in which he takes a strong stand, in the spirit of Jefferson, to oppose publicly funded 
improvements to the transportation system or indeed any internal improvements.  
This was a heady topic in the years following the close of the War of 1812 when 
American trade and technology were advancing rapidly.  Monroe had recently won 
his second term as President and here mentions he is writing a position paper on 
the topic.  In part, he promises “perfect simplicity and candour.  You may recollect 
that soon after I came into this office, I considered it my duty, to take my stand 
against the powers of the general government in regard to internal improvements: 
that I declared in a message to Congress, that I did not think that it possess’d 
that power, & that I should be compelled to refuse my assent to any bill founded 
on that principle.”  He notes that he has corresponded with James Madison and 
has prepared a statement to be included in his third annual address (later decided 
against).  “I have been guided by principle only, aided by my own experience and 
observations, and by the lights which virtuous & enlightened men have shed on it.” 

He continues by noting, however, that if he doesn’t have to say anything on the 
subject, that is probably for the best: 



...I have thought for the present, that I ought to say nothing on any particular 
controversy which is discussed before the public.  Regarding this office which I 
hold, I have thought it fair to my country, if I appeared at all, to appear, when 
called on by some obligation bearing on that office, such as to reject or approve 
a law, or by a full exposition, founded on general principles, and dictated by 
a sense of duty....If I publish this paper I shall probably do it before the next 
meeting of Congress; if I do not publish it before that time, if the object is not 
acted on, in the next session, it probably will not be while I remain in office. 

James Monroe (1758-1831) served as ambassador to France in 1794-96, then as 
special envoy to negotiate the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, and later as Secretary 
of State for most of the Madison administration.  Monroe’s presidency (1817-25) 
has been characterized as the Era of Good Feeling, due in part to his balanced ap-
proach to appointments and political decisions.  $8500.

 A Share in an Investment Disaster

 53. [Morris, Robert]: [PRINTED CERTIFICATE FOR THE NORTH 
AMERICAN LAND COMPANY, COMPLETED IN MANU-
SCRIPT AND SIGNED BY JAMES MARSHALL AND ROBERT 
MORRIS]. Philadelphia. February 20, 1793. Broadside, 10 x 12 inches. Mat-
ted and framed. Minor soiling. Scalloped cut along left margin. Near fine. 

Document signed by Robert Morris – signer of the Declaration of Independence, the 
Articles of Confederation, and the United States Constitution, and the “Financier 
of the Revolution” – granting four shares in the North American Land Company 
to Dr. Enoch Edwards.  Enoch Edwards, a surgeon by trade, was a leading patriot 



who served as a member of the June 18, 1776 Provincial Congress, and a signer of 
the 1790 Pennsylvania Constitution.  Robert Morris played a leading role in the 
financial decisions of the Revolutionary government: he founded the first national 
bank, sought to fund public debts by means of a national revenue, and used his own 
funds, when necessary, to finance the Revolution and the fledgling American gov-
ernment.  In the late 1780s and the 1790s, Morris speculated extensively in various 
land deals, becoming fabulously wealthy, then losing everything in 1798, spending 
two and a half years in debtors prison.  The North American Land Company, the 
most ambitious of his schemes, is the venture that finally brought about Morris’ 
downfall.  Counter-signed by Secretary James Marshall, brother of future chief 
justice John Marshall.  $3750.

 A Treasure Trove of Early Rock and Roll
and Country Music Photographs and Autographs

 54. [Music Photographica]: [ANNOTATED VERNACULAR PHOTO-
GRAPH ALBUM KEPT BY AN EARLY POPULAR MUSIC FAN, 
FEATURING BILL HALEY & HIS COMETS, HANK THOMP-
SON AND THE BRAZOS VALLEY BOYS, HANK SNOW, AND 
OTHERS IN THE EARLY DAYS OF ROCK AND ROLL, WITH 
NUMEROUS ADDITIONAL SIGNED PHOTOGRAPHS]. [Penn-
sylvania & New Jersey. May to June, 1955]. 130 black and white photographs, 
from 2 x 3½ inches to 8 x 10 inches, almost all with printed captions in the 
margins dated May or June 1955, most also with manuscript captions written 
below the image in red or blue pencil. Plus two souvenir programs; one 6-x-
9-inch promotional color photograph, signed; and twenty 8 x 10-inch promo-
tional black and white photographs, most signed. Square folio. Contemporary 
red leatherette photograph album. Covers soiled, front cover detached, minor 
edge wear. One leaf detached, minor wear to photographs, album pages toned, 
chipped, and somewhat brittle. Very good. 

A fantastic personal photographic record of early rock and roll and country music 
stars from 1955, compiled by a woman named “Ann” who traveled to document her 
musical interests.  Many of the photographs are non-professional, and were likely 
taken by Ann or a friend or family member.  Several of the professional pictures of 
country music artists – including Eddy Arnold, Faron Young, Porter Wagoner, and 
the Maddox Brothers and Rose – are signed by the stars themselves. 

Two locations can be identified from the pictures (Uncle Roy’s Beautiful Sunset 
Park in Jennersville, Pennsylvania and Circle A Ranch in Deer Park, New Jersey), 
but a variety of small clubs, auditoriums, jamborees, and honky tonks are depicted.  
The album features mounted photographs capturing notable musicians such as 
Hank Thompson (several photos, including one of their tour bus), Shorty Long, 
Hank Snow, Kenny Roberts, Clair “Tiny” Mickey, Sally Starr, Mickie Evans, Tim 
Holt, the Tune Dusters, the Eckert Family, and others.  One original photograph 



shows Ray Meyers, an accomplished steel guitar player despite being born without 
arms, signing an autograph with his right foot.  The musician photographs are 
interspersed with some family photographs. 

Most notable are the dozen photographs featuring Bill Haley & His Comets 
at the height of their fame.  Their most famous song, “Rock Around the Clock,” 
which is credited by some for bringing rock and roll music to the mainstream, was 
released the year before, and then featured in and popularized by the release of the 
film, The Blackboard Jungle, in March 1955.  Two of the Bill Haley photographs are 
signed, though the compiler trimmed them a bit, and a few of them feature Haley 
with various local women identified in the captions. 

Accompanying the album are twenty-one larger promotional photographs, many 
of which are signed.  These include Hank Snow (color photo, signed on verso); 
Hank Thompson and the Brazos Valley Boys (signed by Snow in the image); an-
other of Hank Snow by himself (signed in the image); Faron Young (signed in the 
image); Porter Wagoner, Junior “Speedy” Haworth, and Don Warden (signed by 
all three in the image); Eddy Arnold (signed in the image); Lash La Rue (signed 
in the image); Jesse Rogers (inscribed to “Ann” on verso); Maddox Bros. and Rose 
(signed in bottom margin); the Eckert Family (giant photographic postcard signed 
by all on verso); Rosie and Retta (signed by Retta Maddox on verso); Gordon Terry, 
“Champion Old-Time Fiddler” (signed in the image); prolific singer-songwriter 
Jean Shepard (with her signature on the verso); Lloyd Arnold (inscribed on verso); 
Lloyd Arnold with his band, the Rockin Drifters (inscribed to “Ann” in the bottom 



margin); cowgirl TV hostess Sally Starr (inscribed on the verso, “To Ann Lovingly 
Sally Starr”); Don Reno & Red Smiley and the Tennessee Cut-Ups (signed by the 
whole band on the verso); the Wilburn Brothers (signed by both in the image); and 
a few unsigned photos, including one featuring Jimmy Dean.  There are also two 
souvenir programs laid in: a promotional program for Webb Pierce (signed by him 
inside) and a Souvenir Picture Album Grand Opry (with signatures by Kitty Wells 
and Lester Wilburn of the Tennessee Mountain Boys inside). 

A wonderful collection of early rock and roll and country music notables com-
piled by a fan in 1955, at the point when rock and roll was beginning to emerge in 
the popular culture.  $3000.

 Depositions from a New York Duel
Fought Over Fifty Years Before Hamilton-Burr

 55. [New York]: [Colhoun, Alexander]: [MANUSCRIP T DEPOSI-
TIONS, SIGNED, REGARDING A DUEL FOUGHT BETWEEN 
OLIVER DELANCEY AND DR. ALEXANDER COLHOUN IN 
COLONIAL NEW YORK, OVER DISPARAGING REMARKS 
DELANCEY MADE TO COLHOUN ABOUT THE NEW YORK 
GOVERNOR, GEORGE CLINTON]. New York. July 3, 1749. [3]pp. 
on a single folded sheet. Folio. Old folds, tiny repaired tear in lower foredge of 
first leaf, tape repairs to top edge and folds of second leaf. Hinged to modern 
paper backing along left edge. Overall very good. 

An interesting entry in the long tradition of political duels among New York state 
political figures, one of whom later became a New York City alderman and staunch 
Loyalist.  This document describes in detail the duel between controversial New 
York political figure Oliver DeLancey (1718-1785) and Dr. Alexander Colhoun.  
On a separate, previous occasion DeLancey had created drama by insulting the 
mayor of New York, Edward Holland; DeLancey rode by Holland in March 1749, 
remarking to him, “were it not for your post...I would lay my horse whip over your 
back and whip you as long as I could stand over you.”  Later in the summer, on 
June 23, DeLancey was speaking badly of Governor George Clinton – calling him 
“a Damned Rogue, a Damn’d shifting fellow & the worst Govr” – while drunk at 
dinner at the home of Andrew Ramsay.  Upon hearing this, Dr. Colhoun demanded 
better manners, and a duel ensued at DeLancey’s home in which Colhoun was 
stabbed but not killed.  DeLancey apparently stabbed Colhoun while the latter was 
already lying on the ground, a breach of duel etiquette.  During the course of the 
duel, DeLancey also injured another doctor, Richard Shuckburgh. 

Oliver DeLancey was the younger brother of James DeLancey, appointed Lieu-
tenant Governor of New York by the King, but whose commission was withheld by 
Governor Clinton for six years.  At the time of the duel the elder DeLancey was 
chief justice of New York.  After the duel Governor Clinton attempted to indict 
Oliver DeLancey for sedition, but was unsuccessful.  Clinton apparently remarked 



that DeLancey seemed to be “protected” from legal consequences by his chief justice 
brother.  Despite his ungentlemanly and disrespectful behavior, Oliver DeLancey 
would later serve as a New York alderman and a member of the New York assembly. 

The two depositions in this document are by John Marshall, a deputy mayor, 
and by one of the participants in the duel, Dr. Alexander Colhoun.  Both deposi-
tions are signed by the deponents and by Simon Johnson as New York Justice of 
the Peace.  Marshall states that after the duel Oliver DeLancey sought him out to 
relate his side of the story.  DeLancey did not go to the mayor, he told Marshall, 
because “the Mayor & he had some Differences....”  Apparently DeLancey did not 
feel like telling Marshall that he had viciously insulted the mayor three months 
earlier.  Through his testimony to Marshall, DeLancey claimed that “Doctor Col-
houn Demanded Satisfaction & drew his sword & saith you must kill me or I you.”  
DeLancey claimed that after Colhoun “made a Thrust at him which Thrust he said 
[he] put by – & [he] then made a Thrust at the Doctor & wounded him in the 
Breast & that the Doctor fell down.”  Marshall ends his testimony by stating that 
after the duel DeLancey “appeared to me to be in Liquor.” 

Dr. Colhoun’s testimony recounts the events leading up to the duel, including 
DeLancey’s comments about the Governor at Ramsay’s tavern.  His testimony is 
worth relating in full: 

City of New York: Alexander Colhoun of the said City Doctor of Physick of 
full age being duly sworn Deposeth & saith that on Fryday the Twenty third 
Day of June last past, he Dined at the house of Andrew Ramsay in this City, 
with Messrs. Oliver DeLancey, Philip Vanhorne & some others that after 
Dinner some of the Company went away but Dep[onen]t, Mr. DeLancey, Mr. 
Vanhorne, Mr. Ricketts & Mr. David Johnson remained there, & Mr. DeLancey 
in Conversation about his Exceley. the Gover. of this Province said these words, 
to wit, the Govr. is a Damned Rogue, a Dam’d shifting fellow & the worst 
Govr. that ever was in this Province, and that all the people about him are a 
parcel of Damned Scoundrels, upon which the Dep[onen]t said to him Mr. 
DeLancey keep within the Bounds of good Manners.  That Mr DeLancey 
replyed Do you pretend to teach me good Manners & called the Depont. sevl. 
hard Names – and the Dept. thereupon took up his Hatt & left the Company 
& went home & in some short time after returned to Ramsays with his Sword 
and when he was come there he found the same Company he had left and 
also one Mr. Wollaston & Thos. Cummings.  That he had not been long there 
before a Controversie & Quarrel arose between Mr. DeLancey & the Deponent, 
but it is not certain what occasioned the Quarrel, but verily believes it was on 
Account of Mr. DeLancey’s calling the Governor sevl. hard Names, because he 
the Deponent well remembers that he said Mr. DeLancey told the Deponent it 
was the second time he had told him that Day to behave with good Manners, 
that this Dept. remembers Mr. DeLancey’s going away & that in a short time 
thereafter the Depont. received a Message that Mr. DeLancey was at his own 
house & wanted to speak with him this Deponent there.



Dr. Colhoun signs his name, and Simon Johnson’s name is additionally witnessed 
by Samuel Lawrence. 

A fascinating colonial New York document that just about the gives the full story 
of the duel through the combination of both accounts.  Contemporary accounts of 
colonial duels are rare, and illustrate the lengths through which gentlemen went to 
ensure their own good names, and those of their political allies.  $2500.

 The New York Governor’s Election of 1804:
A Precursor to the Burr-Hamilton Duel

 56. [New York]: [Burr, Aaron]: [CONTEMPORARY MANUSCRIPT 
RECORD OF RETURNS FROM NEW YORK CITY AND SUR-
ROUNDING COUNTIES IN THE 1804 NEW YORK STATE 
ELECTION FOR GOVERNOR AND LIEUTENANT GOVER-
NOR, A RACE IN WHICH ALEXANDER HAMILTON OP-
POSED THE ELECTION OF AARON BURR, A CONFLICT 



THAT HELPED LEAD TO THEIR DUEL THREE MONTHS 
LATER]. [New York. 1804]. [4]pp. on two folio sheets, each 15½ x 13 
inches. A bit of light foxing, moderate edge wear. One sheet with shadow 
from (now removed) tape. Very good. 

A very detailed and highly informative record of returns in the April 1804 New 
York gubernatorial election, which pitted then-Vice President Aaron Burr against 
Morgan Lewis, and which served as an accelerant for the developing feud between 
Burr and Alexander Hamilton that culminated in Hamilton’s murder by Burr in a 
duel just three months later. 

When it became evident that Thomas Jefferson would not retain Burr on the 
1804 presidential ticket, Burr decided to return to New York and run for governor.  
At the time, political parties in New York State were splintering, and some New 
York Federalists decided to support the Democratic-Republican Burr.  Alexander 
Hamilton, a leader of the “High Federalists” in New York, strongly opposed Burr, 
part of a long-standing political opposition that joined the personal enmity the two 
had felt toward each other for years.  Hamilton was joined in opposition to Burr by 
the incumbent Governor George Clinton, a prominent Democratic-Republican who 
supported former state Attorney General Morgan Lewis for the New York governor’s 
seat.  Hamilton and Clinton engaged in a campaign in print and in drawing rooms 
against Burr’s election that effectively scuttled Burr’s chances and helped result in 
a landslide defeat.  Some anti-Burr remarks made by Hamilton had been printed 
in local newspapers during the campaign, leading Burr to demand an apology and 
– failing to receive that – satisfaction on the dueling grounds. 

The returns given here list the number of votes garnered by each candidate 
for governor and lieutenant governor in the nine wards of New York City and 
the counties of Westchester, Richmond, Suffolk, Queens, Kings, Dutchess, and 
Rockland.  Putnam and Nassau counties, which lie within the geographic region of 
these returns, were not created until 1812 and 1899, respectively.  Though covering 
only this specific geographic region of New York State, these four pages of returns 
appear to be complete as they were prepared.  Returns for each county are given in 
full, there are no partial or incomplete records, and the lower third of the fourth 
page is blank, with plenty of room to note records from another county if they were 
meant to be recorded here.  The style and characteristics of the writing (there are 
cross-outs, corrections, and marginal notes written in between columns) lead us to 
believe that this was not copied from a later or printed source, but created from 
contemporary results taken shortly after the voting.  We can find no printed source 
that gives as detailed a record of votes in the 1804 New York gubernatorial election 
as are found in the present manuscript. 

Burr’s running mate was Oliver Phelps, a Revolutionary War veteran, politician, 
and land speculator, and that of Lewis was John Broome, a prominent merchant 
and New York City political figure.  The results for each candidate are recorded 
for each of the nine wards of Manhattan, and for a number of localities in each 



county, from twenty-one towns and villages in Westchester County to four com-
munities in each of Richmond and Rockland counties.  The results show that Burr 
was strongest in New York City, edging Morgan Lewis by 100 votes in Manhat-
tan, but losing in nearly every other county, from a narrow deficit of three votes 
in Richmond County to a trouncing loss of 502 to 60 votes in Rockland County.  
Burr did win Dutchess County by a narrow margin of 52 votes (1461 to 1409), 
but he lost on Long Island’s Suffolk County by a huge margin, garnering only 286 
votes to Lewis’ 1,303.  In the end, Morgan Lewis bested Aaron Burr in the region 
by 6,875 votes to 4,873, a percentage that mirrored the statewide margin of 58% 
for Lewis versus 41% for Burr. 

The returns also record the number of gubernatorial votes garnered by others 
in the same 1804 election (presumably write-in votes), including James Kent (who 
succeeded Morgan Lewis as Chief Justice of the New York State Supreme Court in 
1804), Egbert Benson, John Lansing, Republican operative and newspaper editor 
James Cheetham, and even the important political theorist, Tunis Wortman.  A 
second column in the returns gives the vote tallies for two other New York State 
positions: State Senator for the “Middle District” (the race won by Samuel Brewster 
over Stephen Hogeboom and Peter Van Ness), and for the “Southern District,” with 
William Denning triumphing over five other candidates. 

An important historical record of a highly significant New York governor’s 
election, the loss of which incensed Aaron Burr and led to his duel with Alexander 
Hamilton.  $6500.

 Collection of Ohio Real Estate Development Maps

 57. [Ohio Land Development]: [Mills, Edward]: [COLLECTION OF 
SUBDIVISION PLAT MAPS AND ASSORTED DOCUMENTS 
RELATING TO REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT IN NOR-
WOOD, OHIO IN THE LATE 19th AND EARLY 20th CENTU-
RIES]. [Mostly Cincinnati. 1886-1926]. Thirty-six plat maps, ranging from 
8½ x 11 inches to 21 x 24 inches, and six assorted real estate documents. 
Some edge wear, mild tears with minimal loss to a few examples, a couple 
maps tattered with minor insect damage, one map separated along fold lines. 
Overall very good. Individually stored in archival sleeves within a 20th-century 
three-ring binder. 

A substantial archive of real estate maps relating to the development of Norwood, 
Ohio, collected by developer Edward Mills.  The maps mostly relate to Mills’ work 
on various subdivisions in Norwood, namely his second and fourth subdivisions, 
“Leslie and Dick’s Subdivision,” “Albers & Kahle’s South Norwood Subdivision,” 
various subdivisions from Bofinger & Hopkins in south and east Norwood, “George 
A. Turrill’s Norwood Heights” subdivision, “Henry Feldman’s Addition” to Norwood 
Heights, and more.  Twenty-one of the plat maps are printed on blueprint paper, 



while fifteen examples are printed on cream or white paper stock.  Some of the 
plat maps include annotations or handcolored portions denoting various lots sold 
within the subdivisions. 

The documents accompanying the maps pertain to various aspects of Mills’ 
business, including a certificate from the Cincinnati Masonic Temple thanking 
the “Family of Edward Mills...for Building of the Cincinnati Masonic Temple;” a 
resolution relating to Edward Mills’ donation of land for a Carnegie Library; two 
notices – dated 1886 and 1896, respectively – for land auctions in Norwood; and 
others. 

Norwood, Ohio was a sparse collection of houses before Edward Mills and 
others developed the city in the period represented by the present archive.  The 
first high school was built in the area in 1897.  The residents of the city decided to 
incorporate in 1902, and the fire and police departments were established in 1905.  
The Carnegie Library, with land donated by Edward Mills, opened in 1907.  The 
city developed rapidly over the course of the 20th century, and Norwood is now 
the second most populous city in Hamilton County, Ohio. 

An informative and useful archive of city development in Ohio, from one of its 
most important founding citizens.  $1750.



 Record of an American Officer’s Service in France
During World War I, in Photographs and Ephemera

 58. Olmsted, William Beach, Jr.: Olmsted, Margaret Overton: [World War 
I]: [ARCHIVE OF PHOTOGRAPHS AND EPHEMERA DOC-
UMENTING THE SERVICE OF 1st LIEUTENANT WILLIAM 
BEACH OLMSTED, JR., A.E.F., IN WORLD WAR I, INCLUD-
ING HUNDREDS OF IMAGES OF FRANCE DURING AND IM-
MEDIATELY AFTER THE WAR]. [France. ca. 1917-1919]. Three pho-
tograph albums, one small framed photograph, one small portfolio, one book. 
1,115 photographs, most mounted in albums, ranging from 1¾ x 2½ to 7½ x 
5 inches; 162 pieces of ephemera, most mounted in albums. Two photograph 
albums: Folio. Olive green buckram, both with burgundy morocco labels on 
front board and spine with gilt initials (“WBO JR”) and volume number. Mi-
nor wear to extremities, some leaves slightly cockled (due to photo mounting), 
small chips and closed tears to margins of leaves. Third photograph album: 
Oblong octavo. Black limp cloth boards with black cord binding. Some wear 
to extremities, some closed tears to leaves, a few photographs cut out. Framed 
photograph: Glass cracked, some tarnishing to frame. Portfolio: Tan leather 
with a snap clasp. Pocket partially torn, well worn. Book: Publisher’s half red 
cloth with illustrated paper boards, inscription on front free endpaper. Front 
board and spine starting to detach from text block, first few leaves detached 
but present. The archive in very good condition overall. 

An engaging and carefully assembled collection of photographs recounting the World 
War I service of 1st Lt. William B. Olmsted, Jr., along with a substantial collection 
of ephemera and letters, described below.  The photographs document all aspects 
of his war service, showing the aftermath of important battles, American soldiers, 
French soldiers and civilians, scenes of the countryside and devastated towns and 
villages, moments of calm and recreation, and images in France from the period 
of the Armistice and in the months after.  The ephemera provides a detailed paper 
record of Olmsted’s service in France. 

William Olmsted, Jr. (1893-1948) was born in Southboro, Massachusetts.  His 
father, the Rev. William B. Olmsted, was the Headmaster of Pomfret School in 
Connecticut.  Olmsted was Yale Class of 1915, and also did graduate work at Trinity 
College.  After the war he joined the staff of American Viscose Corporation, and 
was Vice-President in Charge of Sales and a director at the time he died.  Olmsted 
volunteered for the American Field Service (formerly the American Ambulance 
Field Service) in France in June 1917, and then enlisted in the American Expedi-
tionary Forces later that year.  He attended French Officers’ School at Meaux and 
was commissioned Second Lieutenant in February 1918.  Olmsted served in the 
Réserve Mallet, a French army unit made up of American volunteers who transported 
ammunition and trench equipment (and anything else that needed transporting) 
wherever it was most needed. 



The first olive green album begins with a large page in manuscript recording 
Olmsted’s service in France.  The next page has “Volume 1, 1917-1919” in manuscript 
and Olmsted’s Registration Certificate (i.e. draft card, June 1917) affixed below.  
Photos begin on the following page, starting with “Chevigny Farm” in August 1917.  
Olmsted annotates some photos individually, but there are also titles and dates 
for each section, which are grouped geographically but not chronologically.  The 
subjects are wide-ranging – Olmsted’s photos feature fellow American and French 
soldiers (including the Army of Africa), French civilians, scenes of the countryside 
as well as ruined buildings and landscapes, military encampments, and cemeteries.  
There are also photos of airplanes (both ready to fly and shot down), a gas alarm, 
and a Fourth of July gathering. 



Many of Olmsted’s photos are candid, and some can be haunting as well.  One 
set chronicles the devastation following the Battle of Montdidier.  Part of the 
second phase of the larger Battle of Amiens, the conclusion of this offensive, was 
later known as “the black day of the German Army” and was a major turning point 
in the war.  Nevertheless, hardly a structure is left standing in Olmsted’s photos.  
Happier scenes are featured at La Capelle for the Armistice on November 11, 
1918, including cars that ferried German delegates there to negotiate the peace.  
The photos feature German as well as French and American troops.  Even after 
the peace was signed, however, Olmsted still has much devastation to document.  
He also includes a series of photos he acquired from German soldiers, depicting a 
funeral for a fallen aviator and German soldiers “at play.”  At this point Olmsted’s 
combat travels take him to Paris, and then this sequence ends. 

The next series of photos begins with the heading, “Trip in Ford. 16 days – Cost 
of car, rent, gas oil, $137.50.”  Accompanied by his wife, Margaret, this is clearly 
a tourist trip, albeit a somber one, beginning in Soissons and ending in Argen-
tan.  Olmsted includes photos of cathedrals (and repairs to cathedrals), cafés, the 
American cemetery at Belleau Woods, as well as French and German graveyards, 
shots of trenches and forts near Rheims, and friends and families he meets along 
the way.  This sequence ends with scenes aboard a ship. 

The second olive green album (“Volume 2, 1917-1919”) begins with “French 
Tanks Going into Action.”  Photos in this album are often annotated, but there 
are fewer locations noted.  There are some apparent combat scenes in this album, 
as well as more devastation from shelling and bombing, and a short sequence of 
airplanes, including a downed German fighter.  A sequence titled “Pictures taken by 
Capt. F.O. Robinson” finishes the photo section.  Robinson’s pictures do not vary 
substantially in form or content, but add areas not covered by Olmsted, particularly 
in and around Bazoches. 

The last two-thirds of this album is titled “Volume 3, 1917-1919” and consists 
of ephemera and letters.  It begins with a comic sketch of Olmsted and a cloth 
insignia of his unit, the Réserve Mallet.  Then follows all of the official documen-
tation of Olmsted’s military service, including his commission and promotion, 
and ultimately his discharge papers.  Also included are Olmsted’s folio sheet-size 
passport (with photograph), and a substantial collection of orders, leave permissions, 
and other administrative documentation from both French and American forces, 
issued to Olmsted.  In the midst of these materials he has mounted his American 
Field Service Medal and Victory Medal (with battle clasps: Somme-Defensive, 
Aisne, Montdidier-Noyon, Aisne-Marne, Somme-Offensive, Oise-Aisne, Defen-
sive Sector), along with an envelope labeled, “From Cathedral at Rheims,” holding 
pieces of broken blue glass, and a small card wishing him happy new year from the 
superior and sisters at Crecy-en-Brie.  Olmsted also preserved a few watercolors, 
one depicting a soldier (possibly Olmsted himself ) with the sisters at Crecy-en-
Brie, another of a man in a horse-drawn carriage, and a larger one of Olmsted 
standing next to a monument displaying an American eagle and shield, and with 



a truck in the background.  There are several sketches by the same artist included 
as well.  Towards the end Olmsted has mounted his dog tags and two pamphlets 
about the Réserve Mallet. 

The smaller black photo album seems to overlap somewhat timewise, but features 
photos primarily in the United States, many of which are annotated in white pencil 
in a hand different from that of Olmsted.  It may have been created by his wife, 
Margaret.  There are several photos taken in the Bay Area of northern California, 
including the campus of the University of California and Golden Gate Park.  In-
terspersed are photos from an apparent road trip, including “Dallas,” “New Orleans 
Docks,” “Camp Sheridan” (Nebraska), and “Montgomery” (Alabama). 

Final material relating to Olmsted’s life include a small leather portfolio of 
clippings of his obituary printed in papers around the country, and other ephemera.  
Among this material is an envelope labeled, “Bearers at my funeral...,” with notes 
inside from Olmsted on whom he wants to conduct his funeral, hymns to be included, 
and so forth; an enveloped labeled, “Lily from my Wedding bouquet, June 23, 1917,” 
and a condolence letter to his widow, Margaret.  Included loose are a menu from 
a restaurant in Paris, 1917, a portion of a letter on teaching military strategy that 
begins in code, and two documents related to Margaret being named a Chevalier of 
the Légion d’Honneur, by the French government, for her work directing overseas 
activities of the American Aid to France foundation during World War II.  Finally, 
there is a well-worn dedication copy of “I Was There”: With the Yanks on the Western 
Front 1917-1919 by C. Leroy Baldridge (New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1919), 
given to the Olmsteds by the commandant of the Réserve Mallet. 

A truly impressive collection chronicling an American’s service in France.
  $4250.

 “...it is a curious paradox that enlightened nations
should have less sense than enlightened individuals.”

 59. Paine, Thomas: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM 
THOMAS PAINE TO WILLIAM PETTY, FORMER EARL OF 
SHELBURNE AND PRESENTLY THE 1st MARQUESS OF 
LANSDOWNE, CONCERNING THE CURRENT PRECARI-
OUS POLITICAL SITUATION BETWEEN ENGLAND AND 
FRANCE]. London. November 20, 1787. [3]pp., on a folded folio sheet, 
docketed on the blank fourth page. Old folds, minor toning. Near fine. In a 
cloth chemise and half morocco and cloth slipcase, spine gilt. 

A politically-charged letter from Thomas Paine to his friend, William Petty, former 
Earl of Shelburne, who was made the first Marquess (or Marquis) of Lansdowne in 
1784.  Petty was Prime Minister when the treaty ending the Revolutionary War was 
negotiated between the United States and England.  In this letter Paine discusses 
the tense relationship between England and France, and stresses the importance of 
an amicable resolution to their differences.  He writes that “this infamous business 



of perpetual wrangling between England & France...would be called by a coarser 
name” if the conflict was between two individuals instead of two nations, warning 
of the potentially cataclysmic results of a war. 

Here the author of Common Sense opens his letter by extending his thanks to 
Lansdowne for the kind invitation to the latter’s country home, Bowood House, 
and explains: 

I had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s favour of the 27th Sepr. and 
am much obliged to you for the kind and genteel invitation you gave me into 
the country.  I had written to your Lordship my thanks and discanted a little 
on the then state of public affairs, but they appearing to grow every day more 
perplexing, I determined to lay it aside – this, together with the hopes of see-
ing your Lordship in town at an earlier period, than mentioned in your letter, 
will I hope interest you to excuse the omission.

Paine proceeds to expound on the precarious political situation between France and 
England, ultimately hoping for a lasting peace between the two nations: 

Sincerely do I wish that this infamous business of perpetual wrangling between 
England & France might end.  It would be called by a coarser name than I 
chuse to express were a like case to happen between two individuals; and it is a 
curious paradox that enlightened nations should have less sense than enlightened 
individuals.  I most heartily wish that some great line of Politics, worthy of an 
opposition might be struck out.  Peace might be easily preferred were proper 
persons in the management of affairs.  There are those in France who would 
very heartily concur in such a measure, and unless this be done, it appears, at 



least to me, that something worse than war will follow, for tho’ France is not 
in a good condition for war, England is still worse.

Paine concludes his letter noting he is enclosing a pamphlet (not present here) which 
has just made its appearance.  He is most likely referring to his own work, Prospects 
on the Rubicon; or an Investigation into the Causes and Consequences of the Politics to 
Be Agitated at the Meeting of Parliament, published the same year in London.  The 
present letter could be viewed as a distillation of this latest pamphlet by Paine, in 
which he urges the British government to reconsider yet another war with France 
that would result in disaster for both countries.  At the time, England and France 
were not currently at war with each other, but the possibility of it was omnipres-
ent, especially after battling on opposite sides of the American Revolution, which 
resulted in weaker defenses and larger debts for both countries. 

Paine, an Englishman who emigrated to America just in time to help spark the 
American Revolution, would become enmeshed in the French Revolution shortly 
after penning this letter.  He moved to France in 1790, and would publish his seminal 
Rights of Man in 1791, in full-throated support of the French Revolution.  Rights 
of Man was another successful attack by Paine on the institution of monarchy.  As 
a result, Paine was a hero to the revolutionaries in France, though he would fall in 
and out of favor with various regimes in Paris until he left France for good in 1802. 

William Petty, second Earl of Shelburne and later the first Marquis of Lansd-
owne, is best remembered as the Prime Minister who forced a liberal peace treaty 
with the United States on his unwilling king in 1782.  During his long political 
career Shelburne exhibited consistently pro-American sympathies, first as Southern 
Secretary from 1766 to 1768, and most importantly as Prime Minister from 1782 
to 1783.  Though Prime Minister for only a short time, it was under Shelburne’s 
leadership that the Treaty of Paris was negotiated between Great Britain and her 
rebellious colonies, ending the Revolution and formally recognizing the United 
States of America.  After his elevation to Marquess and retirement from active 
politics, Lansdowne maintained an active sympathy for Americans and their new 
nation, and commissioned the famed “Lansdowne Portrait” of George Washington, 
perhaps the most famous image of the first President. 

The present letter was first sold at Christie’s London in 1994 in the auction of 
the historical archives held by Petty’s country estate, Bowood House, which Paine 
references in this letter.  Since then the letter has been accompanied by a copy of the 
1791 edition of Paine’s A Letter to the Earl of Shelburne, Now Marquis of Lansdowne, 
on His Speech, July 10, 1782, Respecting the Acknowledgement of American Independence.  
This was Paine’s response to Shelburne’s speech regarding the likely consequences 
for Great Britain given the new independence of America.  The present copy of the 
work carries a pencil inscription on the half title reading, “bought 1933 L,” likely 
written by the then-current Marquis of Lansdowne in that year. 

A thoughtful letter by Paine as he grappled with the fraught political climate 
in France and England.  It is interesting to note that this letter comes from the 
writer most responsible for sparking the American Revolution, writing to one of 
the men chiefly responsible for ending it.  $25,000.



 From a Key Revolutionary Figure

 60. Pendleton, Edmund: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM 
EDMUND PENDLETON TO FRANCIS WALKER, REGARDING 
AN OLD BUSINESS TRANSACTION]. [N.p.] February 20, 1791. [1]
p., addressed on verso. Light toning, old fold lines. Later pencil notations. 
Very good. 

Brief note written by Edmund Pendleton, Virginia lawyer and Revolutionary patriot, 
to one Francis Walker.  Edmund Pendleton served as a representative to the First 
Continental Congress, was president of both of Virginia’s revolutionary conven-
tions in 1775, and was also president of the powerful Committee of Safety for the 
state.  Only an injury sustained in a fall from a horse (to which he refers in this 
letter) kept him from being in the Second Congress and a signer of the Declaration.  
He was elected president of the Virginia convention again in 1776, and under his 
direction, Virginia’s delegates to the Continental Congress put forth a motion for 
independence from Britain.  Following Independence, he helped revise Virginia’s 
own Constitution, and worked tirelessly on behalf of the judicial system, serving 
as a chief justice in Virginia’s courts.  Finally, he presided as president of Virginia’s 
Ratifying Convention for the Constitution in 1788.  William Preston was a political 
and military leader on the Virginia frontier.  During the Revolution he organized 
Virginia’s frontier defenses, and personally organized and led a group of militiamen 
who fought at the Battle of Guilford Courthouse in North Carolina. 

He writes: 

My wife having this morning found my memo. book, there is an entry in May 
1777, corresponding with that of my nephew respecting Mr. Jones’s money 
received of your father and a subsequent entry a few lines from that is “June 
2d Richard Jones Dr. Cash to his bror. Thomas £58.15.2.”  I suppose receiving 
it as a friend and giving it to his bror. so soon was the reason I did not post it 
into the ledger.  I send this that you may let Mr. Jones know that the money 
if not pd. his father is due from the estate of his uncle. I am yr. mo. obt.servt. 
Edm. Pendleton.

Pendleton letters or signatures are very rare in the marketplace.  $1500.

 An Extraordinary Record
of the Original Sales of the Main Line

 61. [Pennsylvania]: [Penn, William]: [CONTEMPORARY COPY 
BOOK OF LAND INDENTURES ALONG THE WELCH TRACT 
GRANTED TO WILLIAM PENN, 1681 – 1684]. [N.p., but likely 
Pennsylvania. N.d., but ca. 1681-1684]. 367pp. Folio. Remnants of cloth spine, 
still holding firm by cords. Boards no longer present, but marbled endpapers 
(chipped) remain. A handful of leaves with minor chips or repairs at the 



fore-edge or corner, costing little text. Good. In a modern half morocco box, 
spine gilt. 

A significant early copy book recording the sale of land in an area of Pennsylvania 
known in the 17th and 18th centuries as the “Welch Tract.”  This tract covered 
approximately the area now comprised of the towns of Radnor, Haverford, Merion, 
Ardmore, and Broomall.  The volume contains hundreds of indentures granted by 
various agents of William Penn to numerous families and individuals both in Wales 
and in the Province of Pennsylvania.  On March 4, 1681, Charles II of England 
granted William Penn a proprietary charter over land extending west from the 
Delaware River, and bounded by New York to the north and Maryland to the south.  
Penn was granted sweeping power over the territory, including the rights to create 
and fill offices, make laws as he saw fit (provided they were not contradictory to 
any established laws of England), and to establish counties, towns, and seaports. 

Once the charter was signed, Penn hastened to find settlers for the new colony.  
He offered one hundred 5,000-acre tracts at the price of £100 each, as well as sev-
eral smaller tracts.  Seven of the 5,000-acre tracts were sold almost immediately to 
Penn’s Quaker acquaintances in Wales.  Seven individuals purchased 30,000 acres 
of land to the northwest of Philadelphia and proceeded in aiding the Welch Friends 
in their emigration to America.  These individuals formed land companies for the 
division and sale of the 30,000 acres in the tract.  Those companies were granted 
blocks of land, which each company subdivided and sold to others, and the heads 
of each company retained some land for himself as well. 

The usual size of the company’s grants were 5,000 acres, although some tracts 
were smaller.  The original instruments of each patent are in existence today, such 
as those at Haverford College and in the Friends Historical Library at Swarthmore 
College.  The individuals whose names were connected with these early companies 
are as follows: 

1) John Thomas, of Llaithgyn, Merionethshire. 
2) Dr. Edward Jones of Bala, Merionethshire. 
3) Charles Lloyd, of Merionethshire. 
4) Margaret Davies, widow of William Lewis, of Dolobran. 
5) John Evans, of Treverigg, Glamorganshire. 
6) John of Ruabom, Denbighshire. 
7) Dr. Thomas Wynn of Caerwys, Flintshire. 
8) Lewis David, of Llandewy, Pembrokeshire. 
9) Richard Thomas, of Whitford Garne, Flintshire. 
10) Richard Davies, of Welshpoole. 

These individuals became, in effect, Pennsylvania’s first real estate agents, although 
it is doubtful that many of them ever visited the land in question.  This book records 
the sale of lands from Richard Davies, Richard Thomas, John Thomas, Edward 
Jones, and Lewis David.  Each indenture records the date of the transaction, the 
individuals involved, a vague description of the boundaries of the land grant, and 



the amount paid for the land.  The indentures are written in several hands, most 
likely by the individuals selling the land.  Hundreds of individual buyers are named, 
thus documenting the earliest land transactions between Europeans in this region of 
Pennsylvania.  The earliest indentures were sold in 1681, and the latest sale recorded 
in the book occurred in 1684.  It is uncertain when the indentures were copied into 
the copy book, but it was most likely very soon after the transaction took place. 

An important copy book documenting land sales and settlement in late 17th-
century Pennsylvania. 

 John B.B. Trussell, Jr., William Penn: Architect of a Nation (Harrisburg, 1980) pp.29-39 
(passim). DAB XIV, pp.433-37 (Penn). ANB 17, pp.291-94 (Penn). $37,500.



 A Very Early Manuscript Map
of Western Pennsylvania

 62. [Pennsylvania]: Hooper, Robert Lettis, Jr.: [MANUSCRIPT MAP OF 
NORTHWEST PENNSYLVANIA]. [N.p., but likely northwest Penn-
sylvania. ca. 1770]. Two joined pieces of paper, 15 x 15½ inches total. Old 
folds. Three very small separations at folds with no real loss, some wrinkling, 
else near fine. 

An intriguing, detailed, and very rare manuscript map of northwestern Pennsyl-
vania, created by noted surveyor and soldier Robert Lettis Hooper, Jr.  The map 
encompasses the present-day Pennsylvania counties of Erie, Crawford, Venango, 
Armstrong, Jefferson, and Clarion, a district that would later become famous due 
to its oil and gas deposits.  In fact, “Oil Spring” and “Oil C[reek]” are shown in the 
northeast corner of the map.  The scale of the map is fifteen miles to an inch, and 



covers the area from Presque Isle on Lake Erie (site of the present-day city of Erie) 
in the northwest to the region just to the north and east of Pittsburgh (which is not 
shown) in the southwest.  The western branch of the Susquehanna is drawn in the 
southeast, and the area that is now encompassed by the Allegheny National Forest 
is in the northeast.  The dominant feature of the map is the “Allegany River,” shown 
snaking its way north and east to its headwaters.  More than a dozen tributaries, 
rivers, and creeks branching off the Allegheny are shown and identified, as is the 
Buffalo Swamp and Fort “Wenango” (i.e. Venango).  Two roads are indicated on 
the map in dotted lines, one showing the “road from Fort Pitt to Wenango” and the 
other, in the far northeast, marking the “Indian Path to Cayuga.”  Hooper notes 
that the fort at Presque Isle has been demolished, and identifies the ruins of another 
French fort.  Along the run of the Allegheny where it branches northeast at Fort 
Wenango, Hooper notes: “the current of this river is moderate and the canoeing is 
good to the mouth of Oil C.”  In the area just northwest of present-day Erie, he 
writes: “when you have passed those short broken hills that confines the Allegany 
[sic] River, the country is level, the soil thin and a whitish clay, through which the 
water does not readily penetrate.”  In the south-central portion of the map he has 
drawn a line connecting the Allegheny and Susquehanna rivers and has added a 
note reading, “purchased in 1768,” likely referring to an early land speculation in 
which he engaged.  He has signed his name on the map in the right margin. 

Robert Lettis Hooper, Jr. (ca. 1730-1797) was born in New Jersey, the son of 
Robert Lettis Hooper, Chief Justice of the colony of New Jersey.  Early in his life 
Hooper was involved in the milling business and as a merchant in Philadelphia.  In 
the 1760s he made trips west to Fort Pitt, and was contracted for making land surveys 
and engaged in other projects throughout the region for the colonial government for 
several years.  During the Revolution he served as Deputy Quartermaster General 
in the Continental Army, and was responsible for the area covering Northampton, 
Bucks, Berks, and Philadelphia counties in Pennsylvania, as well as Sussex County 
in New Jersey.  After the war he became involved in the iron business in New Jer-
sey, operating the Durham Ironworks and the Ringwood Ironworks, and continued 
working as a surveyor, laying out the towns of Mine Hill and Bloomsbury in New 
Jersey.  He served in the New Jersey legislature in the 1780s, and was involved in 
land sales in Pennsylvania in the 1780s as well. 

A great colonial manuscript map of northwestern Pennsylvania.  $25,000.

 Yale Men Hunting in the Canadian Wilderness

 63. Perry, [Henry Eldridge]: [Canada]: [MANUSCRIPT DIARY OF A 
CAMPING TRIP IN THE ONTARIO WILDERNESS]. [Ontario, 
Canada. July 19 – September 10, 1911]. [108]pp., approximately 13,000 words 
overall. Oblong 12mo. Original limp burgundy calf. Some rubbing to covers, 
chipping at extremities. Minor tanning, a few ink smudges. Very good overall. 



An entertaining diary chronicling a seven-week camping and canoeing trip in the 
Ontario wilderness by four Yale University students during the summer of 1911. 

We believe the author of this diary to be Henry Eldridge Perry, a Yale student, 
who was accompanied on this adventure by three friends: Jo Dugas, Edward Ban-
croft Twombly (a member of the Yale class of 1912 and of Skull and Bones), and 
Jeff Jeffery.  They met at North Bay, Ontario, and took the train to Cochrane and 
then on to Low Bush, where their journey began.  Their purported mission was to 
search for fossils, minerals, and other geological samples, but the diary reveals they 
were mostly searching for adventure. 

Perry’s daily entries detail their progress on the water, portaging from lake to 
lake, setting up numerous campsites in difficult territory, battling the weather, 
hunting and fishing, and chance meetings with lumberjacks and Indians, among 
other excitement.  They regularly shot partridges for breakfast and caught pickerel 
and pike for dinner, when they could (“I kidded myself into thinking I was fishing 
but I really only held a pole” – July 20). 

The hunting highlight of the trip was the downing of a black bear on August 10: 

This afternoon Jeff & I went out to Baker Lake to hunt for an outlet...we 
didn’t see much, some Indian wigwams, a log house, & all the skeletons, hides 
& utensils they discard upon departure.  Farther up we happened to run into a 
bear.  Heard a big crashing in the bush & that we’d pinch a wild beast or two, 
so I paddled nearer while Jeff adjusted his rifle.  Just then the old brute broke 
thru the bush & trotted along the shore without seeing us.  Then he began to 
swim across & I paddled after him like the dickens.  Jeff began to shoot & the 
first shot the bear saw us & turned for shore.  Jeff shot twice more & the third 
time pinked him under the ear.  He flopped and after a few kicks was dead, 
floating on the surface.  How we vibrated!  We tied a rope around his neck & 
towed him ashore.  Then we got out in about two feet of water & lifted him 
clear of the water into the canoe.  How we did it we’ll never know.  He weighs 
about 400 lbs, is 6 ft 8 in from nose to hind foot, 5 ft. 3 in. from nose to tail, 
44 inches round abdomen, 40 round chest & 30 round neck.  Jo says he’s the 
biggest black bear he’s ever seen.

Perry is an amusing and self-effacing narrator, never holding back his complaints 
about mosquitos or leaking tents, and giving each campsite a new and clever name, 
such as: “Camp Hang-over,” “Camp Gloom,” “Camp Larger Gloom,” “Camp Hell-
gate,” and “Camp Where the – are We? Or – if I Know.”  Although he only refers 
to himself by his last name, our Perry is likely Henry Eldridge Perry, who roomed 
with Twombly during their last two years at Yale.  A native of Crete, Nebraska, 
Perry may also have provided the backwoods expertise for this outing.  A delightful 
glimpse of a substantial trip by four amateur outdoorsmen. 

 Mortimer Robinson Proctor, History of the Class of 1912, Yale College (New Haven, Ct.: Yale 
University, 1912), Vol. 1. $1250.



 Contemporary Manuscript Reports
on Perry’s Expedition, with Illustrations

 64. [Perry Japan Expedition]: [SUBSTANTIAL MANUSCRIPT AR-
CHIVE BOUND IN ONE VOLUME CONTAINING CONTEM-
PORARY REPORTS AND ILLUSTRATIONS PERTAINING TO 
COMMODORE PERRY ’S ARRIVAL IN JAPAN]. [ Japan. 1853-
1859]. [354]pp. including twelve full-page or double-page ink and watercolor 
wash illustrations. Contemporary Japanese wrappers, string-tied, paper label 
completed in manuscript on front cover. Noticeable wear and rubbing to the 
binding, newer string. Uneven worming throughout, mostly unobtrusive. About 
very good. In a half morocco and cloth clamshell box, spine gilt with raised 
bands. 

Large bound collection of contemporary manuscript papers, documents, and draw-
ings relating to Commodore Perry and the Black Ships entering Edo Bay in July 
1853.  The text is comprised of accounts of the event, and transcriptions of official 
letters from President Millard Fillmore, Secretary of State Edward Everett, and 
Commodore Perry to the Japanese Emperor.  Illustrations include two double-
hemispheric world maps, a map showing the course of the Black Ship squadron, 
Edo Bay and the landing of the ships, Perry’s marines marching, sketches of large 



cannons aboard Perry’s ships, and diagrams and fortifications protecting the Japanese 
people from foreign invasion. 

In 1852, Perry was appointed head of a naval expedition charged with inducing 
the Japanese government to establish diplomatic relations with the United States.  
The expedition involved two visits to Japan.  On his first, Perry arrived at Edo Bay 
on July 8, 1853.  After a brief standoff and show of force, he was able to land the 
following week and deliver a letter from President Fillmore with the U.S. demands, 
with the promise he would return the following year for a reply.  On February 13, 
1854, Perry returned with a total of ten vessels and 1,600 men.  After another 
standoff and three weeks of negotiation, Perry signed the Convention of Kanagawa 
at the end of March 1854, which opened the ports of Shimoda and Hakodate to 
American ships, provided for care of shipwrecked sailors, and the establishment of 
an American consulate in Shimoda.  “The most important result, however, was that 
the visit contributed to the collapse of the feudal regime and to the modernization 
of Japan” – Hill. 

Altogether a very comprehensive manuscript archive of this important occasion 
that helped open Japan to world commerce and culture. 

 HILL 1332 (ref ). $10,750.

 Menu for a Japanese Banquet in Commodore Perry’s Honor

 65. [Perry Japan Expedition]: [MANUSCRIPT MENU FOR A BAN-
QUET GIVEN AT THE YOKOHAMA TREATY HOUSE FOR 
THE AMERICAN DELEGATION LED BY COMMODORE 
PERRY ]. [Yokohama. March 31, 1854]. [1]p. Oblong folio sheet, previ-



ously folded. A couple minor creases, with very light dampstaining at foot of 
sheet. Very good. 

An impressive survival from Commodore Perry’s expedition, a decorative manuscript 
menu from the banquet that celebrated the agreement of the Treaty of Kanagawa 
between the United States and Japan in 1854.  Although an official and extensive 
trade agreement between the two countries was not reached until 1858, the Treaty 
of Kanagawa achieved Perry and the United States government’s primary goal of 
opening Japan to U.S. trade by allowing the use of two ports at Shimoda and Ha-
kodate by American ships, granting a degree of freedom of movement to American 
sailors while in port, and establishing diplomatic relations via the appointment of 
an American consul. 

The banquet was held in the Treaty House at Yokohama, which had been 
purpose-built for negotiating the agreement between the two countries.  It was a 
return engagement, following a first event hosted by the Americans on board Perry’s 
flagship, the U.S.S. Powhatan, at which copious amounts of lamb, beef, and whiskey 
were reportedly served.  The menu for the Japanese meal reflected the country’s 
altogether different culinary tastes, offering a long series of soup and seafood courses, 
including sea bream and a number of other fish.  It is unclear which side found 
the other’s food more distasteful, but Perry remarked that the Japanese offerings 
“Seemed particularly meager in comparison with American fare, and soup, however 
desirable in its proper place, was found to be but a poor substitute for a round of 
beef or a haunch of mutton.”  For their part, the Japanese were unimpressed by 
the Americans’ loud and uncouth behavior at the event, and were amused by their 
inability to use chopsticks. 

Despite the reservations of each side, the banquet served as a capstone to one 
of the most critical moments in the development of Japanese-American relations.  
This possibly unique piece of ephemera is a wonderful document of that entertain-
ing, cross-cultural episode and the culmination of the Perry expedition.  $4000.

 A Wonderful Collection
of American and English Miniature Profiles,

Including Indian Leader John Norton

 66. Pole, Thomas: A COLLECTION OF PROFILES BY THOMAS 
POLE, M.D. [manuscript title]. [London & Bristol. ca. 1785-1824?]. For-
ty-four ink and watercolor silhouettes with engraved and watercolor borders, 
plus watercolor title sheet, approximately 11½ x 9¾ inches, with seven ad-
ditional silhouettes mounted on smaller cards in varying sizes, and one archi-
tectural watercolor drawing, plus two silhouettes and two sketches apparently 
not by Pole. Later pencil ownership inscriptions on blank versos, occasional 
pencil annotations. Scattered light foxing and dust soiling. Very good. See the 
front cover of this catalogue for another illustration.



Born in Philadelphia, physician and Quaker minister Thomas Pole (1753-1829) was 
the youngest son of John Pole (1705-1755), a Somerset tailor who had emigrated 
to America, and Rachel Smith of Burlington, New Jersey.  Pole travelled from 
Burlington to England in 1775 to visit members of his family, then undertook an 
extraordinary tour through England and Wales, travelling over 6500 miles, primarily 
on horseback, visiting Quaker meetings along his journey.  He decided to remain 
in England and, after a medical apprenticeship in Maidenhead, settled in London 
in 1781.  In 1789 he was elected a member of the American Philosophical Society.   
His popular treatise The Anatomical Instructor... (London, 1790), concerned the 
preparation of anatomical specimens.  After a move to Bristol with his wife Elizabeth 
in 1802, he continued his medical work, also becoming involved in promoting the 
educational systems of Joseph Lancaster and William Smith.  Pole was a talented 
amateur watercolorist and painter of silhouettes. 

The silhouettes collected here were prepared by Pole evidently as a collection 
for his own personal retention, and include the profiles of family members, friends, 
and noteworthy acquaintances, many of them Quakers.  Several of the sitters are 
American.  Perhaps the most surprising inclusion is a silhouette of Mohawk Indian 



chief John Norton (1770-1831), captioned with his Indian name, Teyoninhokarawen.  
Norton was the son of a half-Cherokee, half English father and Scottish mother.  
In a strange twist Joseph Brant, the famous Mohawk chief, adopted him.  When 
Brant died the Mohawks made Teyoninhokarawen their new chief.  Like Brant, he 
aided the British in many ways, including translating religious texts into Mohawk.  
This silhouette was executed in 1804, when he visited England to represent the 
Iroquois in treaty negotiations with the English. 

Among the notable figures depicted here are founding father John Dickinson 
(1732-1808), drawn within a roundel; James Bringhurst (1730-1810), a notable 
Philadelphia Quaker businessman; and another Philadelphia Quaker businessman, 
James Pemberton (1723-1809), remembered as an abolitionist and for supporting 
the Delaware Indians.  Other prominent Quakers included in this collection are 
the Rev. Samuel West (1731-1807), pastor of Dartmouth, Massachusetts; William 
Smith of Bristol, the founder of the Adult Schools in England; educator Joseph 
Lancaster (1778-1838); Mary Ann Schimmelpenninck (1778-1856) and poet James 
Montgomery (1771-1854), both noted Quaker abolitionists; Richard Reynolds 
(1735-1816) of Bristol, ironmaster at Coalbrookdale and philanthropist; and poet 
and gardener Thomas Wilkinson (1751-1836) of Yanwath, Cumbria, remembered 
as a friend of William Wordsworth. 

An extensive collection of well executed silhouettes, with a focus on Quaker 
figures in England and America.  A complete list of portrait sitters is available upon 
request.  $27,500.

 Admiral Porter on His Critics:
“...I don’t mind what these people say any more

than an elephant would a mosquito...”

 67. [Porter, David D.]: [HOLOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM 
DAVID D. PORTER TO COMMODORE GEORGE F. EM-
MONS]. [with:]  [PRINTED DOCUMENT, COMPLETED IN 
MANUSCRIPT, APPOINTING EMMONS COMMODORE IN 
THE NAVY ]. Washington, D.C. May 29, 1872 (letter); January 13, 1869 
(document). Letter: 4pp. in a secretarial hand, on folded ruled sheet. Some 
browning and staining. Note at close of letter about Porter’s rank added in an 
early hand, possibly that of Emmons. Document: Removed, with some abra-
sions on right margin. Both in a half morocco clamshell case. 

Admiral of the United States Navy David Dixon Porter (1813-1891) writes, at 
the close of his career, to Commodore George F. Emmons, regarding administra-
tion of a naval association and his response to critics.  Porter, son of Commodore 
David Porter, a hero of the War of 1812, made his reputation as a bold, ambitious, 
and somewhat divisive figure during the Civil War, and was instrumental in the 
Vicksburg campaign.  “He never retreated from his arrogant, brash manner, and his 
career during these [later] years was marked by controversy and constant internecine 



battles within the service” (ANB).  George F. Emmons (1811-1884) took part in 
the Wilkes Expedition, served in the Mexican-American War and the Civil War, 
and eventually achieved the rank of rear admiral.  Reading, in part: 

I received the paper from Philadelphia announcing acquiescence in the propo-
sition which came from the Parksmith [?] U.N. branch.  I do not see the use 
of keeping up the organization unless the officers take more interest in it.  I 
believe every officer in Washington has practically withdrawn from the associa-
tion and it involves so much writing in answering “resolutions” which had no 
merit in them, that personally, I shall be very glad to be relieved of the labor. 

I begin to have serious doubts of the possibility of forming a naval association 
of any kind that would be useful to the service.  There is too much diversity of 
opinion among officers, a great deal of selfishness and a number are looking 
out actively for No. 1. 

I shall always work for the navy but intend to do it in my own fashion.  As 
I have no axes to grind or favors to ask of any one, and occupy the only in-
dependent position in the navy, it is possibly that I may be activated for the 
good of the service.  As to any expressions on the part of officers in regard to 
my course, I do not need them. 

I wish you would get me a copy of that “Telegraph” in which you say some-
body pitches into me, and send it to me, for although I don’t mind what these 
people say any more than an elephant would a mosquito I like to see them.  I 
can generally spot the writer and say him off....

 $1250.

 New York Cabinetmaker’s Accounts Over Three Decades

 68. Prine, Peter: [MANUSCRIPT ACCOUNT BOOK KEPT BY AC-
COMPLISHED NEW YORK CABINETMAKER PETER PRINE]. 
[Auburn, N.Y. 1826-1854]. [87]pp. Small quarto. Original half calf and plain 
paper boards. Binding worn, vertical tear in paper on front board, paper par-
tially detached from rear board. A few leaves torn out, first leaf detached. 
Good. 

A rare survival documenting early 19th-century American craftsmanship, this is 
the account book of successful upstate New York cabinetmaker Peter Prine, kept 
over a period of nearly thirty years.  Prine’s account book, noted as “Peter Prine 
His Book April the 25th 1826” on the first page, has a mix of journal and ledger 
entries, billing customers for a voluminous amount of furniture and other wood 
products, including dining and breakfast tables, clock cases, maple French bedsteads, 
mahogany bookcases and bureaus, coffins, and much more, interspersed with his 
personal purchases and material received in barter.  There is also a recipe for varnish 
on one page.  Though the bulk of Prine’s work concerns finished products such as 
tables and coffins, he also records work such as planing wood, forming mills, and 
other various carpentry projects.  Notable additions to the standard account content 



are two illustrations: an ink diagram titled “Directions for a Loom or a Half Loom,” 
and a diagram for a cabinet with measurements on the rear pastedown. 

The journal-type entries herein are more detailed “running accounts” organized 
by the person Prine bought from, sold to, or worked for over the course of his life.  
Besides his carpentry work, Prine seems to have sold various crops from his farm, 
including buckwheat, peaches, corn, and more.  The vast majority of the entries in 
the account book emanate from before 1841. 

Peter Prine (1804-1882) was a cabinetmaker and carpenter in Auburn in western 
New York, having apparently learned the trade from his father, Daniel.  By 1850 
he had removed to the nearby town of Ira, and later in life he moved further west 
to Wyoming County, New York, continuing to practice the same trade.  An 1895 
history of Wyoming County notes that “Peter Prine learned the trade of cabinet 
maker, carpenter, and joiner, working for some time as a journeyman at Auburn.” 

Manuscript material from early American carpenters and cabinetmakers is always 
desirable, and growing increasingly scarce in the market. 

 Biographical Review: This Volume Contains Biographical Sketches of the Leading Citizens of 
Livingston and Wyoming Counties New York (Boston: Biographical Review Publishing Com-
pany, 1895), p.502. $6000.

 Handcolored Original Plan
of Military Fortifications in Puerto Rico

 69. [Puerto Rico]: PLAN OF THE TOWN AND HARBOR OF ST. 
JUAN IN PORTO RICO [manuscript caption title]. [N.p., but probably 
San Juan. ca. 1804]. 13 x 9 inches, plus two supplementary, untitled sketches 



of the same size. Executed in an exacting hand. Contemporary reds, greens, 
blues, and browns remain bright and clean. Fine. 

An attractive Puerto Rican view which shows the town of San Juan, its harbor, 
sandbanks, islands, and fortresses.  The plan is marked by a compass rose and rhumb 
lines.  These defenses at San Juan guarded Spanish colonial positions against incur-
sions by the French, Dutch, and British.  The primary plan, the only one with its 
structures labeled, runs from Isle de Cabras in the west to Fort St. Antonio in the 
east.  At the center is Moro Castle, the six-level masterpiece of Spanish colonial 
architecture that remains at the heart of present-day San Juan.  Construction of 
the imposing fortress began in 1540 and was completed nearly fifty years later, in 
1589.  Interestingly, these plans do not show Fort San Cristobel, construction of 
which began in 1634.  Puerto Rico was opened to foreign trade in 1804, and it is 
possible this plan was composed shortly thereafter to provide either American or 
British traders with an idea of the island’s infrastructure.  A wonderful sketch of 
Puerto Rico’s military resources, done in brilliant color.  Early Puerto Rico material 
is quite rare.  $8500.

item 70.



 A Spanish Woman in Puerto Rico
Sells a Slave in 1843

 70. [Puerto Rico]: [Slavery]: [MANUSCRIPT DOCUMENT REPORT-
ING EXPENDITURES IN PUERTO RICO IN 1843, INCLUDING 
THE SALE OF A SLAVE]. Guayama, Puerto Rico. July 6, 1843. [1]p. 
Quarto. Old folds, a few short closed tears, minor wrinkling. About very good. 

A record of a slave sale in Puerto Rico during the late Spanish colonial period.  
The document records various expenditures for “Senora Dna Yrma de Gott” for 
the spring and summer of 1843.  Along with other expenditures from April to July, 
1843, the present manuscript document includes a line item from March 30 read-
ing, “recibido de Antonini por el negro Alfred.”  Apparently the señora received 
200 Spanish dollars or pesos for Alfred, the slave.  The Spanish brought slavery to 
the island of Puerto Rico during the early colonial period.  Slave labor fueled sugar 
production on the island, reaching its peak in the early to mid-19th century.  Slavery 
was finally abolished in Puerto Rico 1873, after years of slave revolts against Span-
ish colonial rule which began in 1868.  Despite its long history of slavery, records 
of slave sales from Puerto Rico are rarely encountered in the market.  $800.

 A Remarkable Handmade Biography of a Woman
by Her Daughter, Recounting Her Life

and Telling the Larger Story of Her Ancestors and Her Times,
Including Documents Signed by James Madison,

James Monroe, and John Jay

 71. Richmond, Amy White, and Mary Almy Richmond: MY MOTHER’S 
DAY AS SEEN THROUGH DIARIES AND OLD LETTERS. [A 
BOUND TYPESCRIPT BIOGRAPHY OF AMY WHITE RICH-
MOND, BY HER DAUGHTER, MARY ALMY RICHMOND, 
INCLUDING A SUBSTANTIAL COLLECTION OF PHOTO-
GRAPHS, LETTERS, CLIPPINGS, DOCUMENTS, AND OTHER 
EPHEMERA]. [Westport, Ma.; Ann Arbor, Mi.; Aurora, N.Y.; New York, 
N.Y. Assembled 1915-1948]. 119 unnumbered typescript leaves, plus forty-
three photographs and photo postcards, seventy-two notes and letters (some 
typed transcriptions), and seventy pieces of ephemera, the majority mounted 
on the leaf versos. One glass-framed cameo portrait, woven eagle and shield 
in blue and white yarn, blue flannel pouch from Tiffany & Co. Folio. Half 
red cloth and paper boards, typed label pasted to front board. Light edge wear 
and rubbing to binding, corners bumped, cloth worn at spine ends. Occasional 
annotations and corrections in pencil and pen throughout. Occasional tanning 
from old paste, some small chips and tears to leaves and mounted material. 
Overall very good. 



A remarkably dense and wonderfully endearing biography of Amy White (How-
land) Richmond (1836-1908), written by her daughter, Mary Almy Richmond, 
who created a volume of text, photographs, documents, photo postcards, notes, 
letters, and ephemera to help document the events of her mother’s life.  The result 
is a combination biography, scrapbook, and history of several generations of an 
American family in words and images.  Among the historic documents included 
herein are an appointment bearing the signatures of James Madison as President 
and James Monroe as Secretary of State, and another document signed by John 
Jay as governor of New York.  The resulting volume is a rich source of history told 
from the perspective of old, established New England families retaining their con-
nections in the East as they begin to blaze trails westward. 

Working from accounts Amy Richmond told her, as well as Amy’s diaries, fam-
ily histories, stories, notes, and letters, Mary structures her narrative as a sequence 
of small, slow reveals told to Amy in the second person, including introductions 
to characters whose importance only becomes clear later in the biography.  Begin-
ning with Amy’s childhood in Westport, Massachusetts, Mary describes her early 
friends and her close relationship with her grandmother: “With flying feet from 
this doorway you run across the road to Mary Church, your bosom friend....Your 



earliest true friend was your Grandmother, your father’s mother, Lydia Howland, a 
sweet little Quakeress, of whom you were very fond and you were very dear to her, 
as the only granddaughter.”  In the course of these descriptions, Mary Richmond 
weaves in the history of the larger family, careful to note important connections as 
they come up.  She begins with Amy’s father, Stephen, “a direct descendent from 
the Plymouth days, a Howland from Edward, brother of John, the last survivor of 
the Mayflower...” who married Amy’s mother, Meribah Cornell, “a cousin of Ezra, 
founder of Cornell University.”  Meribah died a few years later, when her daughter 
Amy was five. 

Mary also brings in relatives Amy acquired through marriage, including a photo 
of “Grandmother Gifford, your future sister-in-law’s mother,” and describes her 
kitchen, presumably as Amy remembered it.  Mary’s descriptions are highly detailed; 
she is careful to describe furniture, dishes, cutlery, clothing, and interior designs 
with as much color and texture as she can.  She does the same with country roads, 
fences, horses, and carriages.  The effect is nostalgic, though these are likely details 
from Amy’s memory. 

The narrative moves to Amy Richmond’s school days, including a photo of Amy 
at fourteen years old.  According to Mary, “Those early days made slight impres-
sion upon you except one most mortifying experience.  Your father had taken into 
the house an unfortunate small child to give her some advantage....She was given 
some of your clothes.  As she was in the village one day she lost a little brownish 
linen pantalette, one of your second best but having your full name upon it.  It 
was one of the mortifications of your life.”  In the meantime, “Believing that your 
mother’s sister would have a natural affection for you children and would make a 
good mother...,” Amy’s father married again, to Amy’s aunt, Mary Cornell.  “On 
the contrary she was a decided old maid, disliking children....Your father decided 
the best thing for all concerned was to place the boys at least in boarding schools.  
You wanted to go, so at eleven years...you were sent to Woodbury Cottage school at 
Fairhaven across the river from New Bedford.”  Amy later graduated from Wheaton 
Female Seminary (now Wheaton College, Norton, Massachusetts).  Through all 
this she remained close with Mary Church, who accompanied her to Wheaton and 
remained a lifelong friend. 

After graduation and her father’s death, Amy moved to New Bedford to live with 
her brother Peleg and his wife, Lucy.  Mary includes an amusing anecdote about 
one of New Bedford’s more legendary daughters, Henrietta (“Hetty”) Howland 
Robinson Green, apparently a distant relative, although Mary does not clarify the 
relation.  Known as the “Witch of Wall Street,” Hetty was a businesswoman and 
financier, and the richest woman in America during the Gilded Age.  She was also a 
notorious miser.  Mary writes: “Hetty was devoted to an aunt Sylvia Ann Howland, 
and they had agreed that each would will her fortune to the other.  When Sylvia 
died and left $200,000 to introduce water into the City of New Bedford, Hetty 
was so angry she produced a will, which was declared fraudulent and provoked a 
suit which lasted several years.” 



In the next section Mary provides an extended account of the history of the 
Richmond family (beginning with the Norman invasion) as she leads up to the 
story of Amy’s marriage to Charles H. Richmond (1821-1892).  Charles’ father 
was Jonathan Richmond (1774-1853), perhaps the most prominent figure in the 
Richmond family, and Mary includes several original documents as she highlights 
the major milestones in his life: he was appointed paymaster for the Militia of 
Onondaga County, New York in 1796 by then-governor John Jay (the document 
signed by Jay and Lewis Allaire Scott as Secretary of State is included), and then 
received a militia command in 1812 (also included is the appointment signed 
by Daniel D. Tompkins, governor of New York); he served as Sheriff of Cayuga 
County, New York, 1808-12; and then in 1817 he was appointed “Collector under 
the act, entitled “An act for the assessment and collection of direct taxes and in-
ternal duties...for the twenty-third collection district in the state of New York....”  
The appointment document signed by President James Madison and Secretary of 
State James Monroe) is included herein.  Jonathan Richmond was also a member 
of a little-known, Masonic-like organization called the “Grand Royal Friendship 
Society of the United States,” which flourished in New York and Pennsylvania in 
the first half of the 19th century, and his partially-printed membership certificate, 
completed in manuscript, is also included in this volume. 

Jonathan Richmond was elected to Congress as a member of the Democratic-
Republican party, and served New York’s 20th District in 1819-1821.  Also in this 
section is a note about an enslaved woman, Rachel More[?], who “died Dec. 6th 
1853, aged 36 years...owned by J. Richmond...Dec. 8th was Buried in the N.W. 
corner of the Middle field on the top of the hill at foot of a large Elm Tree....She 
was a faithful servant for many years and was strongly attached to his home and 
for two years before her death had enjoyed full liberty of the premises to go where 
she pleased.” 

Charles Richmond had political ambitions himself, standing for election to 
Congress as a Democrat in New York in 1856, but he was not successful.  A banker 
and fabric merchant, he worked periodically for the Board of Indian Commis-
sioners and was assigned to Detroit.  Charles’ brother William had already gone 
to Michigan and was one of the first settlers of Grand Rapids.  Charles and Amy 
eventually settled in Ann Arbor, Michigan, though Charles continued to travel to 
New York and Washington, D.C. on business.  Charles and Amy also married in 
1856 (a sample of the cloth from the dress is pasted in, along with a list of wedding 
gifts), and as part of an extended honeymoon, they attended President Buchanan’s 
inauguration in 1857.  Not long after, Charles was back in Washington, and in a 
letter to Amy of May 11, 1857 notes: “Bye the bye Capt. Sackey, a Virginian has 
two slave mulatto girls about 15 & 17 yrs. old, real pretty he says and smart, neat 
and tidy and good natured.  What say you, shall I buy them.  One for mother and 
one for us?” 

As Mary’s chronicle goes on, she drops in various historical events, including 
elections and visits from candidates; the Prince of Wales’ visit to America in 1860; 



and then the Civil War.  Working from Amy’s diary and historical accounts, Mary 
recounts the growing “war clouds.”  Mary includes three letters to Amy from Charles 
written during his trip to New York in the spring of 1861; he writes almost exclusively 
about the coming war.  In a letter of April 12, 1861 he notes, “The nervousness 
and excitement visible at every corner of the street, in every house, office, and place 
where man- or womankind meet at, this day and hour, only reveals the predictions 
which I have repeatedly made of what was in store for our country....You hear 
nothing but War, War, and War....”  Charles goes on to criticize the new Lincoln 
administration and how they refuse to “compromise in any peaceable way for the 
sake of preserving the Union.”  In another letter he critiques the Union actions at 
Fort Sumter, and fears the effects on businesses and banking.  Amy’s half-brother, 
Charles C. Howland, enlisted and served with the 38th Massachusetts Volunteers.  
The remainder of the work focuses on Howland’s service and the progress of the 
war, and ends in 1865. 

Mary Almy Richmond (later Pressly) (1864-1946) was born in Ann Arbor, 
and studied at the University of Michigan and the New England Conservatory of 
Music.  Single for most of her life, she was very active in the Episcopal Church 
and a variety of philanthropic organizations.  She moved to San Diego and was 
active in the La Jolla Women’s Club.  She married Dr. Mason Wylie Pressly in 
1924.  Related to Mary, also laid in are two letters, one an amusing 1938 letter to 
her from John Nesbitt at MGM Pictures, replying to her letter about how Hetty 
Green has been maligned by Hollywood; the second a 1945 letter from Mary to 
Mrs. Charles Howard, thanking her for her hospitality; and finally the program 
from Mary’s funeral. 

A fascinating and well-curated assembly of history and memory, telling the story 
of one woman’s long and interesting life, and by extension, the important events 
she experienced.  $8250.

 The Former First Lady Plans
Her United Nations Service, and a Birthday Party

 72. Roosevelt, Eleanor: [TYPED LETTER, SIGNED (“ELEANOR”), 
FROM ELEANOR ROOSEVELT TO HENRY STEWARD HOOK-
ER (“FRIEND HARRY”), CONCERNING HER APPOINTMENT 
AS A DELEGATE TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS]. Hyde Park, Duchess Co., N.Y. July 17, 1948. [1]
p. on stationery of Val-Kill Cottage, Hyde Park. Fine. In a quarto half mo-
rocco and cloth clamshell box. 

This note is addressed to Henry S. Hooker, who was Roosevelt’s longtime friend 
and attorney (and FDR’s law partner).  Written a few years after FDR’s death in 
1945, the former first lady was still politically active, as this letter illustrates: 



I have just been officially notified that I am to be again appointed as a delegate 
to the General Assembly of the United Nations which meets in Paris.  I shall 
have to sail on September 13th.  In view of this, could you and Nancy come 
up here on September 4th to stay over Labor Day?  I would like to have a 
birthday party for you and Elliott before I leave! [stroke of exclamation point 
drawn in with pen]  Affectionately, [signed] Eleanor.

Hooker had a late September birthday, as did her son. 
 Blanche Wiesen Cook, Eleanor Roosevelt, Vol. 1 (1992). $1250.

 Fighting for Control of a Sugar Plantation

 73. [Saint Domingue]: S. DOMINGUE SUCCESSION DE M. DE [?] 
PROCÉS DE M. LESCARMOTIES [manuscript title]. [N.p., but likely 
Paris. ca. 1744]. 6-173 leaves. Folio. Contemporary vellum, paper label on 
front cover, string ties. Rubbed, upper right corner of paper label chipped. 
Modern bookseller’s label on front pastedown. Internally clean. Very good. 

An exhaustive manuscript volume of legal documents concerning the sale of a Saint 
Domingue sugar plantation by Pierre de Camper to Felix Lescarmoties.  The planta-
tion was sizable, at one point including sixty-seven slaves, and was worth between 
25,000 and 30,000 livres a year.  The selling price was 182,000 livres, but, as the 
lawsuit indicates, Lescarmoties only ever paid about half that amount.  Apparently 
Lescarmoties was in Saint Domingue while De Camper was in Paris, a situation 
that made it difficult for the latter to collect the money owed him. 

The documents span a decade, from 1729 to 1744.  Present here are testimo-
nies, depositions, legal opinions, and much more, suggesting that the sale did not 
go through smoothly.  Good evidence of private investment in the French West 
Indies.  $3750.

 Letter Book of an American Firm
Involved in All Sorts of Business in the Caribbean

 74. Sala & Co., J[uan].: [Caribbean]: [COPY BOOK FROM J. SALA & 
CO., NEW YORK, WITH LETTERS RELATING TO SHIPPING 
IN PUERTO RICO, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, HAITI, AND 
CUBA]. [Various places, as described below]. 1893. [28]pp. manuscript in-
dex, followed by 499 onionskin leaves comprising 402 letters. Five leaves laid 
in between leaves 195-196. Quarto. Three-quarter leather and cloth boards. 
Backstrip missing, but boards still holding firm; rubbing and wear to extremi-
ties. Some rumpling and curling to pages, ink bleed (heavy at times), a few 
small tears in leaves, several small tears or holes due to ink burn, occasional 
mild spotting and foxing. Good. 



A comprehensive look at the operations of a major import/export company in the 
Caribbean for the first part of 1893. 

J. Sala & Co. was a large international firm headquartered in New York that 
did business of all kinds throughout the Caribbean, in particular Puerto Rico, the 
Dominican Republic, and Haiti, but also Cuba, Jamaica, St. Thomas, St. Croix, 
and Curaçao.  In Delmar’s...Trades Directory (1889-90) they are listed in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico as “Ship Brokers and Commission Merchants.”  In The Port of New 
York... (1893-94) their entry describes them as “General Commission Merchants,” 
and Juan Sala and Cosme Batlle are listed as agents.  They also provided banking 
and finance services, in particular in partnership with Batlle, a Spanish merchant 
and banker, one of the wealthiest men in the Dominican Republic, and a chief 
creditor to dictator Ulises Heureaux.  As this book only covers January through part 
of March 1893, one gets a sense of the extent of the firm’s activities. 

The copy book begins with an alphabetical directory of recipients listed, along 
with their location and the numbers of relevant letters in the copy book.  171 
recipients are listed, representing over forty cities in the Caribbean, along with 
several in England, France, Germany, and Spain.  Letters are primarily in Spanish, 
but also appear in French (for letters to Haiti and France) and English (for letters 
to England, Germany, Jamaica, and some clients in St. Thomas and St. Croix).  
Several leaves have a mimeographed memorandum form with the company name 
and address.  Almost every letter is annotated in blue pencil with the number(s) 
of related letters in the copy book, providing a further index; some letters have ad-
ditional annotations in black pencil. 

All letters are signed “J. Sala & Co.” and deal with a wide variety of business 
issues, including notices about payments received and credits processed, along with 
inquiries about late payments; credit references; consignments of turtle shells; and 
shipments of lumber, iron pipes, and whisky, among other things, although most 
often the material in question is listed as “sundries.”  In letters to Enrique Nebot 
of Monte Cristi, Dominican Republic, a Sala agent discusses the schooner “An-
nie R. Kemp,” which they have chartered on his behalf, and introduces the letter’s 
bearer – the ship’s captain – who is not named.  The letter is in English, which is 
presumably for the Captain’s benefit, since other letters to Nebot are in Spanish.  
The letter goes on to note that Nebot’s “sundries...do not appear on the vessel’s 
manifest, and we have assured him [the captain] in your name that he will have 
no trouble whatsoever with your Custom House on that or other account...”  The 
Dominican Republic had a notoriously corrupt customs system at this time, and 
no doubt J. Sala & Co. made sure they took advantage of every available loophole. 

A densely-informative and very interesting record of an active business engaged 
in a variety of endeavors in the Caribbean. 

 The Port of New York: A Souvenir of the New York Custom House, and Index of the Imports and 
Shipping Facilities of This Port (New York, 1893-1894). Delmar’s New, Revised and Complete 
Classified Trades Directory and Mercantile Manual of Mexico, Central America, and the West India 
Islands (Chicago: Belford, Clarke & Co., 1889-1890). $750.



 Remarkable Volume of Manuscript Musical Compositions
by a Noted American Composer and His Female Student

 75. [Shaw, Oliver]: [Hazard, Julia]: [BOUND COLLECTION OF MAN-
USCRIPT MUSIC TRANSCRIBED AND COMPOSED BY OLI-
VER SHAW AND HIS PUPIL, JULIA HAZARD, INCLUDING AN 
EARLY VERSION OF “THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER” AND 
MANY OTHER COMPOSITIONS ON AMERICAN POLITICAL 
AND HISTORICAL THEMES]. [Newport, R.I. ca. 1821-1850]. [256]
pp. More than 160 distinct compositions. Quarto. Half burgundy morocco 
with gilt burgundy label (“Julia S.M. Hazard”) on front board. Boards heavily 
worn, corners bumped, some loss of spine leather, text block mostly detached 
and loose. Pages trimmed with only a few minor losses to text. A few pages 



with chipping at edge, some light tanning, a few fingerprints, and some bleed-
through from ink, but internally very good over all. In a cloth chemise and 
half morocco and cloth clamshell case, spine gilt. 

A remarkable collection of manuscript music, including transcriptions, arrangements, 
and compositions from the hands of both noted composer Oliver Shaw and his 
student, Julia Hazard.  Oliver Shaw was the first prominent American composer 
and songwriter, and Julia Hazard – child of a noted Rhode Island political family 
– was only in her mid-teenage years when she began to create this volume.  This 
collection of manuscript music is an important record of early music education in 
the United States, of the achievements of a talented young female musician, and 
of the interpretation of popular American songs of the day.  In all, there are more 
than 160 distinct manuscript musical works in this volume, several with political or 
historical themes.  Some pieces are excerpts, but many are complete compositions, 
often with lyrics and occasional notes on performance.  Most of the pieces date to 
the 1820s and 1830s, though one is dated as late as 1850. 

One of the most interesting pieces is a very early rendition of “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” in Julia Hazard’s hand.  Francis Scott Key wrote the poem, “The Defense 
of Fort McHenry,” in 1814, only seven years earlier during the War of 1812; it 
was an instant hit as a poem and was immediately retitled “The Star-Spangled 
Banner.”  It was soon associated with the music we now know, “To Anacreon in 
Heaven,” and this may have been due to some influence from Key, who had used 
the music in 1805 to accompany another poem he wrote to honor Commodore 
Stephen Decatur (the music was very popular at the time).  “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” did not become the national anthem until 1931; before this, it was one of 
several popular patriotic songs, along with “Hail, Columbia”; “My Country, ’Tis of 
Thee”; and finally “America the Beautiful,” which had also been considered for the 
national anthem.  Nevertheless, people throughout the 19th century appropriated 
the music and the text of “The Star-Spangled Banner” for their own ends, including 
abolitionists: “Oh, say do you hear, at the dawn’s early light, The shrieks of those 
bondmen, whose blood is now streaming”; and temperance activists: “Oh! who has 
not seen by the dawn’s early light, Some poor bloated drunkard to his home weakly 
reeling” (as noted by Robin). 

Julia Hazard clearly felt free to take extensive liberties with the music of “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” – only occasional strains are recognizable.  She also made 
some changes to the poem, repeating “O’er the ramparts we watch’d where [sic] 
so gallantly streaming...” (substituting “where” for “were” – a possible misspell-
ing), and repeating the final line, “O’er the land of the free and the home of the 
brave.”  Hazard includes the second verse with no alterations.  Many other patriotic 
compositions are present, including “General Washington’s March”; a short and 
slightly different “Yankee Doodle”; “A New Ode Sung at the Celebration of the 
Anniversary of American Independence. Boston, July 4th 1802”; John George Henry 
Jay’s “Jefferson’s March”; “Bristol March – Jefferson and Liberty”; “Hull’s March”; 



and a composition dated 1850 called “Field of Monterey,” showing that even after 
Oliver Shaw’s death in 1848, Julia Hazard continued to work on her musicianship. 

Oliver Shaw’s compositions “Governor Jones’ [of Rhode Island] March” and 
“Bristol March” are included, but perhaps the most important work here is “A 
Military Divertimento...Dedicated to Genl. La Fayette on his visit to Providence” 
(published by Shaw as “Welcome the Nation’s Guest...”).  During 1824-25 the 
Marquis de Lafayette returned to America in anticipation of the fiftieth anniver-
sary of independence.  He toured all twenty-four states of the Union, visiting the 
northern and eastern states in the fall of 1824, with stops at Monticello to visit 
Jefferson, and then Washington, where he was received at the White House by 
President Monroe.  From August 21 to 24 he travelled through New Haven and 
Old Saybrook, Providence, Stoughton, and finally Boston.  These visits inspired 
several dedicatory compositions like Shaw’s.  While there is no evidence that Shaw’s 
piece was performed during Lafayette’s visit, there are detailed performance notes, 
marking the places in the music when Lafayette arrives in town, when he is received 
at the state house, and when he departs.  Either way, the work was well-received at 
the time, has been regularly reprinted and included in anthologies of 19th-century 
keyboard compositions, and is still performed today. 

The remaining pieces are overwhelmingly popular operas, ballad operas, and 
traditional Irish and Scottish songs, including “The Favorite Overture to the Blind 
Boy” by John Davy; “Fancy’s Vision” by Arthur F. Keene; an arrangement of Thomas 
Moore’s “The Meeting of the Waters”; Charles Jefferys and Sidney Nelson’s “The 
Rose of Allendale”; and excerpts from “Lalla Rookh.”  Despite Shaw’s training, but 
perhaps because of Hazard’s interests, there are few classical pieces; only Daniel 
Steibelt’s ballet, “Le Retour du [sic] Zephir,” and “Life Let Us Cherish” with varia-
tions by Mozart, are notable.  It should be noted that the dates of this manuscript 
overlap with the lifetimes of classical composers we now regard as some of the most 
important in Western music: Beethoven (d.1827), Schubert (d.1828), and Rossini 
(d.1868) were all alive and composing at this time, and Haydn had just died in 1809. 

Oliver Shaw (1779-1848), the first prominent American composer and song-
writer, was born in Middleborough, Massachusetts.  As an adult, Shaw was blind: 
an accident with a penknife in early childhood blinded him in his right eye, and 
then a fever combined with eyestrain led to the loss of sight in his left eye by the 
time he was twenty-one.  However this did not seem to hold him back.  He began 
his formal musical education in 1800, primarily with organist John L. Birkenhead 
in Newport, Rhode Island, and the better-known composer, conductor, and pub-
lisher, Gottlieb Graupner, in Boston.  Born in Germany, Graupner performed in 
Haydn’s orchestra in London, and once in the U.S. he taught and conducted, and 
founded the Handel and Haydn Society, the third oldest musical organization in 
America (with which Shaw occasionally performed).  Shaw moved to Providence 
in 1807, where he worked as a as a composer, publisher, teacher, church organist 
(of the First Congregational Church of Providence), and tenor soloist; and as an 
organizer and leader of musical societies.  He published more than seventy songs 
and over thirty instrumental works.  One of his more prominent students was Lowell 



Mason (1792-1872), a leading figure in American church music.  Mason is perhaps 
best known for his now-ubiquitous arrangement of “Joy to the World,” but in his 
lifetime he composed and arranged about 1,700 hymn tunes, including “Bethany” 
(for “Nearer, My God, to Thee”), “Olivet” (“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”), and 
“Hamburg” (“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”).  Mason is largely credited 
with introducing music into American public schools, and is considered the first 
important U.S. music educator. 

Julia Sophia Hazard (1806-1878) was born in Middletown, Rhode Island, the 
granddaughter of George Hazard (1724-1797), who served as mayor of Newport and 
was a Newport representative to the state convention to consider the new national 
constitution.  Julia married Abiel Sherman in 1828.  There is no record of Julia 
pursuing a professional life in music; however, Shaw’s wife and family frequently 
performed with him, so it would not be unusual for his students to do likewise. 

A fascinating overview of a music student adapting and enhancing the “hits” of 
the day with the guidance of America’s first great composer.  This is also quite un-
common: we could find no instances of Oliver Shaw’s or Julia Hazard’s manuscripts 
for sale or at auction, and no major institutional holdings of Shaw’s manuscript 
compositions. 

 Caroline E. Robinson, The Hazard Family of Rhode Island 1635-1894: Being a Genealogy and 
History of the Descendants of Thomas Hazard... (Boston: Printed for the Author, 1895). Wil-
liam Robin, “How the National Anthem Has Unfurled” in New York Times ( June 27, 2014).

 $18,500.

 Confederate Orderly Book Kept by a Virginia Officer,
Including Orders from Stonewall Jackson

 76. Sibert, James Harrison: [MANUSCRIPT ORDERLY BOOK KEPT 
BY CONFEDERATE COLONEL JAMES SIBERT OF THE 136th 
VIRGINIA, ALONG WITH HIS EARLIER VIRGINIA MILI-
TIA COMMISSION AND A TINTYPE PORTRAIT]. [Strasburg 
and Winchester, Va. June 20, 1861 – February 25, 1862]. [56]pp., including 
pastedowns. Quarto. Contemporary half calf and marbled boards, expertly 
rebacked in matching black morocco. Some paper loss to boards, moderate 
edge wear. A few leaves excised, portions of a few other leaves cut away, one 
gathering detached. Overall, in good condition. 

A rare Confederate manuscript orderly book kept by Virginia Colonel James Har-
rison Sibert during eight months of the first year of the Civil War.  On an early 
page Sibert writes: “Requisition book for the 136th Regt. opened at Camp Hupp 
June 20th, 1861.”  Sibert employs the book to record general orders, special orders, 
and related military communications from various officers.  The volume includes 
copies of orders issued by Colonel Sibert, as well as orders Sibert received from 
the generals above him.  Sibert also records orders for a wide range of supplies for 
the new regiment, such as canteens and knapsacks, and even a pair of coffee mills, 



and sets forth the schedules for drills and roll calls.  James Harrison Sibert (1819-
1881) of Shenandoah County, Virginia served in the Confederate army as colonel 
of the 136th Virginia Infantry, a militia unit called up for active duty in mid-1861. 

On August 22, Sibert felt called to order that “the unnecessary firing of guns 
about the camp must be discontinued.  Any violation of this order will be rigidly 
dealt with.”  Also recorded are about fifteen orders from Major General Thomas J. 
“Stonewall” Jackson as commander of the Valley District, November to December, 
1861.  In one of his orders Jackson lays out the process for reporting any property 
taken from “alien enemies.”  In another order Jackson states that “Fresh beef will be 
issued to the troops five days in seven when it can be furnished and until a supply 
of salt meat will permit more than two days issue per week.” 

Most consequential of Stonewall Jackson’s commands is his November 25, 
1861 order: “the sentence of death in the case of Private James A. Miller of Capt 
Henderson’s Co. of Cavalry will be carried into effect tomorrow at 12....It is hoped 
that during the continuance of the present war, there may be no occasion for a like 
vindication of the majesty of the law.”  It is generally accepted that the first military 
executions ordered by Stonewall Jackson did not happen until August 1862, but 
this is perhaps an obscure instance of an earlier execution, or perhaps Miller’s death 
sentence was commuted before it was carried out. 

On November 22, Sibert was ordered by militia general Gilbert Meem to detail 
“30 privates as guard to Genl Jackson’s quarters to be relieved every morning.”  Meem 
wrote on December 7 to complain that “the enclosure around the Old Presbyterian 
graveyard, where repose among other honoured remains those of Genl. [Daniel] 



Morgan of revolutionary memory, has been injured by the troops.”  Following the 
general order records are a few pages of notes Sibert kept in late 1861 and early 
1862; these notes seem to record the quantities of troops from various companies 
assigned to picket, guard, and other duties on various days, likely relating to Sibert’s 
orders to assign troops to various shifts. 

The orderly book is accompanied by Sibert’s commission in the Virginia mi-
litia, to which is affixed a tintype portrait of Sibert.  Sibert was commissioned as 
a lieutenant colonel of the 136th Regiment of the Commonwealth of Virginia on 
January 5, 1851.  As a matter of course, Confederate orderly books are rare on the 
market, especially in manuscript form.  Most surviving Confederate orderly books 
consist of bound printed orders. 

A useful and unusually early surviving Confederate manuscript orderly book, 
containing interesting orders from Stonewall Jackson during his brief but meteoric 
career as a Confederate major general.  $4750.

 Manuscript of the French Translation of Solis y Ribadeneyra

 77. Solis y Ribadeneyra, Antonio: HISTOIRE DE LA CONQUETE DU 
MEXIQUE, TRADUITE DE L’ESPAGNOL D’ANTONIO DE SO-
LIS [manuscript caption title]. [N.p., but France. ca. 1795]. [433]pp. Folio. 
Late 19th-century black half morocco and cloth, spine gilt. Corners rubbed. 
Front inner hinge cracked. Minor soiling, some contemporary ink staining. 
Very good. 

Manuscript translation, in French, of this classic history of the conquest of Mexico, 
first published in Madrid in 1684.  Though undated, it is written on paper wa-
termarked 1793 in a neat and uniform hand.  A French translation had appeared 
as early as 1691, but this appears to be a different translation.  The Historia de la 
Conquista de Mexico was reprinted in multiple editions in every European language 
and was popular on both sides of the Atlantic.  The author was a noted Spanish 
dramatist and historian.  His work includes theatre, poetry, and prose, and he has 
been considered one of the last great writers of Spanish baroque literature.  This 
work remained the most important European source on Latin American history 
up through the first part of the 19th century.  $3250.

 An American Soldier in Cuba, in Words and Pictures

 78. [Spanish-American War Photographica]: Lansing, Horace C., 2nd 
Lieut.: [PROFUSELY ANNOTATED VERNACULAR PHOTO-
GRAPH ALBUM KEP T BY 2nd LIEUTENANT HORACE C. 
LANSING, DOCUMENTING THE AMERICAN MILITARY OC-
CUPATION OF CUBA JUST AFTER THE SPANISH-AMERICAN 
WAR]. [Mostly Pinar del Rio, Cuba; but also Montauk Point, N.Y.; Hunts-
ville, Al.; Savannah, Ga.; Havana and Viñales, Cuba. 1898-1899]. [69]pp., 



including 113 sepia-toned photographs with substantial handwritten annota-
tions, photographs ranging from 2¼ x 3¼ inches to 4¾ x 6¾ inches, plus two 
additional photographs and a few ephemeral items laid in. Contemporary 
tan buckram, corners covered in calf. Moderate wear to extremities. Hinges 
reinforced, a few leaves tender or with closed tears, a handful of photographs 
faded, two photographs defaced. Withal, in very good condition. 

A captivating annotated vernacular photograph album assembled by Chillicothe, 
Ohio native Horace C. Lansing, a second lieutenant in the 15th Company, U.S. 
Signal Corps Volunteers. 

According to a handwritten personal military service record written by Lansing 
himself that opens the present album, after his enlistment at Camp Bushnell in 
Columbus in April 1898, Lansing trained on Long Island, in Huntsville, and in 
Savannah before sailing to Cuba.  He served in Cuba from December 1898 to April 
1899, landing in Havana before transferring to Pinar del Rio, where he spent the lion’s 
share of his time.  He concluded his service in Viñales.  All of these activities are 
recorded in the present album.  A caption on the verso of one of the laid-in photos, 
and the clipping of Lansing’s obituary included here, note that he was the youngest 



commissioned army officer who served in Cuba during the Spanish-American War. 
The album opens with training at Montauk Point on Long Island, showing 

cavalry drills, a picket line, and a shot of a “reception given [by] Pres. McKinley.”  
About a dozen pictures record Lansing’s time in Alabama, namely their camp, a 
shot of soldiers “waiting for mess,” a logging camp, the headquarters of General 
Wheeler, and various Huntsville buildings.  There are also a few views from the 
dock at Savannah, and shipboard pictures of some of the 1,500 soldiers bathing 
nude on their way to Havana before Lansing and his unit arrived in Cuba. 

The remainder of the album captures Lansing’s time in Cuba.  The photographs 
emanate from Havana, Pinar del Rio, and Viñales, and are profusely annotated at 
times.  The album contains two broad views of Havana harbor showing the wreck 
of the U.S.S. Maine, the sinking of which drew the United States into the Spanish-
American War, and a close-up view of the mast of the Maine rising above the water 
with its rigging intact.  After leaving Havana, the first of the Signal Corps’ troops 
landed at Pinar del Rio on December 12, 1898.  Lansing’s pictures show the streets 
of Pinar del Rio, scenes outside the church after services, a “Coffee House” in the 
town, a regiment of Cuban soldiers, the Hotel Ricardo, the Signal Corps camp, 
exterior and interior views of the telegraph office, and the stringing of telephone 
wires.  Other photos show the military prison, “A ruined Spanish fort,” a railway 
station, “A Spanish block-house,” a Pinar del Rio “Native,” the Signal Corps 
headquarters, scenes from a “sham battle,” the captured Spanish Army barracks,  
the “Governors Palace,” the officers’ mess tent, and Lansing’s own tent, captioned 
“Our Home.”  A couple of large photos from Pinar del Rio show dense crowds 
celebrating the official transfer of the city to U.S. control on January 1, 1899.  An 
elevated view of the town of Pinar del Rio taken “from top of Spanish Barracks” 
is dated February 1899. 

Lansing also occasionally photographed the “Cuban scenery” and countryside 
he encountered, including a shot of the “Entrance to Cuban Tobacco plantation 
On the Kings Highway” outside Pinar del Rio.  He also pictures a pack mule train 
“carrying tobacco from [the] plantation to town and a Cuban tobacco farm includ-
ing the “Building where tobacco is put to dry.” 

Lansing is himself pictured and identified in several photographs.  General 
George W. Davis and his staff appear here as well, including Lansing, who evidently 
joined Davis’ staff for a brief time.  He also includes several photographs of a Cuban 
academic he befriended named Maximo Abaunza, Director and Professor of Natural 
History and Agriculture at the Instituto de Segunda Ensenanza de Pinar del Rio.  
The photos also show Abaunza’s family.  One particular image in Pinar del Rio 
depicts a baseball game played before a large crowd, captioned “Two strikes.”  The 
last two images in the album show the “Picturesque mountains north of Viñales, 
Cuba” and an “Immense cave” close to the city.  Lansing traveled from Viñales to 
Havana, where he departed on April 20.  He arrived in New York on April 27, and 
was back in Chillicothe, Ohio on May 13, 1899.  He spent the latter years of his 
life in California, evidenced by the ephemera laid in here, which also includes his 
1945 Sons of the American Revolution membership card. 



A substantial and engrossing personal record of a young Ohio soldier’s service 
during the American occupation of Cuba after the Spanish-American War, with 
numerous scenes in rural western Cuba.  $4250.

 Tumultuous Times in the Spanish Southeast,
as Reflected in a Collection of Letters

on Religious and Military Affairs

 79. [Spanish Florida]: [COLLECTION OF SPANISH COLONIAL 
MANUSCRIPT DOCUMENTS WRITTEN BY ECCLESIASTI-
CAL AND MILITARY OFFICIALS RELATING TO THE AD-
MINISTRATION OF EAST AND WEST FLORIDA]. [Pensacola, St. 
Augustine, and Mobile. 1805-1820]. Sixteen manuscript documents, totaling 
[48]pp. Written on folio and quarto sheets. Moderate worming, varying levels 
of toning and chipping to a handful of letters resulting in minor loss of text 
in some cases, others with only minor wear. Overall very good. 

A significant collection of manuscript letters sent by ecclesiastical and military 
officials in colonial Spanish Florida and West Florida, which included parts of 
modern-day Georgia, South Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana.  The 
letters range over a fifteen-year period just before the United States would take 
possession of the entire territory.  Most are addressed to the archbishop of Havana, 



Juan José Díaz Espada y Landa; the Floridas were under the diocese of Santiago de 
Cuba.  The authors of the letters include José de Augustin Briones, Juan Francisco 
Vaugeois, Sebastián Giry, Santiago Colman (the author of several letters here), José 
Cienfuegos, and others. 

These officials report on a range of issues throughout modern-day Louisiana, 
Alabama, and Florida, including the need for a new chaplain for the 1st Battalion 
in New Orleans, a report of a military trial in Louisiana in which the defendant was 
judged to be insane, the appointment of a parish priest in Mobile, a classified report 
from Pensacola regarding coercion of the treasurer to commit fraud, the fleeing of 
officials after Gen. Andrew Jackson’s invasion of Florida, and much more.  Their 
contents reflect a colony which was disorganized, impoverished, underpopulated, 
and understaffed – particularly West Florida.  During this period the area was also 
constantly under attack from, and often occupied by, territorial ambitious Americans 
and the government of the United States. 

Spanish Florida was established in 1513, when Juan Ponce de Leon claimed 
peninsular Florida for Spain during the first official European expedition of North 
America.  This claim was enlarged as several explorers landed near Tampa Bay in 
the mid-16th century and headed as far north as the Appalachian Mountains and 
as far west as Texas in mostly unsuccessful searches for gold and material riches.  
The presidio of St. Augustine was founded on the Atlantic coast of Florida in 
1565, followed by a series of missions established across the Florida panhandle, 
Georgia, and South Carolina during the 17th century.  Pensacola was founded on 
the western side of the Florida panhandle in 1698, strengthening Spanish claims 
to that portion of the territory. 

The decline of native populations, due mainly to disease and conflicts with Eu-
ropean actors in North America, along with poor and distant management in the 
mother country and even natural disasters, eroded the Spanish mission system in 
Florida; plus, and perhaps most importantly, there was no gold in Florida.  Spain 
began to regard Florida as little more than a buffer zone between its more prosperous 
colonies in the south and west, and the rival European colonies in North America. 

Many of the historical problems in Florida are reflected in the current letters, 
especially in their expression of the struggle to replace the colony’s priests and 
other ecclesiastics after death or, in one case, disappearance (perhaps having fled 
the dismal conditions in the area).  Given the sparse population, finding replace-
ments was difficult, especially in more remote areas such as Mobile (referred to as 
Movila), and these letters show that the replacements often did not have licenses 
to administer sacraments.  Several of the letters reflect the pronounced poverty of 
the area, with one priest having claimed that there was not even a single dedicated 
church in Pensacola in 1818 (the capital of West Florida), as services had to be 
given in the houses of residents.  The letters also discuss infighting and backstab-
bing among West Floridian officials – reporting on the wrongdoings of colleagues 
or attempting to refute gossip. 

The United States’ various aggressive acts threw yet another wrench into this sorry 
state of affairs.  The aftermath of the 1803 Louisiana Purchase and Gen. Andrew 



Jackson’s occupation of Pensacola in 1818 are touched upon in the correspondence.  
There was much confusion regarding how and when to evacuate the population, 
whether priests should stay behind and tend to parishioners until all Spanish citizens 
had left, and how those priests would be paid.  Jackson had promised religious and 
ethnic tolerance towards Spaniards, but few were willing to live under the rule of 
the United States.  Spain would eventually cede the Floridas to the United States 
as part of the Adams-Onís treaty in 1821.  As these letters suggest, Spain found 
the Florida territories to be far more trouble than they were worth. 

An interesting collection of primary source manuscript letters from the latter 
years of Spanish colonial Florida.  A short summary of each letter is available upon 
request.  $25,000.

 A Loyalist Satire on Revolutionary America

 80. [Stansbury, Joseph]: THE TOWN MEETING [manuscript caption 
title]. [N.p., but possibly New York. ca. 1779]. [3]pp. Folio, on a folded 
sheet. Old fold lines. Some separation at vertical fold, old folds on final leaf 
neatly repaired with later paper. Docketed on verso. Light foxing and wear. 
About very good. 

A contemporary manuscript copy, in an unknown hand, of Stansbury’s “The Town 
Meeting,” a Loyalist screed in twenty-seven verses.  This clever but bitter poem 
was first published at New York in Rivington’s Royal Gazette, No. 286, June 26, 
1779 under the title, “An Historical Ballad of the Proceedings at Philadelphia, 24th 
and 25th May, 1779, by a Loyalist who happened to pass through the City at that 
Time, on his way from the Southward to New York.” 

Stansbury’s opening shot across the bow calls into question the character of the 
Continental officers: “But when, on closer look, I spied / The Speaker march with 
gallant stride, / I knew myself mistaken; / For he, on Trenton’s well-fought day / 
To Burlington mistook his way / And fairly saved his bacon. / With him a number 
more appeared, / Whose names their Corp’rals never heard / To muster-rolls a 
stranger: / To save their fines they took the Gun / Determined with the rest to run 
/ On any glimpse of danger.” 

In the second canto he writes of looting Tory property: “The Mob tumultuous 
instant seize / With venom’d rage on whom they please / The People cannot err; / 
Can it be wrong in Freedom’s Cause / To tread down Justice, Order, Laws, / When 
all the Mob concur.”  He later takes particular jabs at James Bayard, Joseph Reed, 
and Benjamin Rush, among others. 

Joseph Stansbury (1750-1809) was an importing merchant who was born in 
England and moved to Philadelphia and then New York.  A devoted Loyalist, 
Stansbury and his good friend, Jonathan Odell, together wrote satiric political verse 
in support of the Crown.  His verses were later edited by Winthrop Sargent under 
the title, Stansbury’s and Odell ’s Loyal Verses (Albany, 1860).  Notably, Stansbury and 
Odell acted as intermediaries between Benedict Arnold and General Henry Clinton 



when Arnold decided to defect to the British.  Stansbury, in fact, served as courier 
for Benedict Arnold’s first written overture to Clinton. 

A manuscript copy such as this may have been circulated amongst friends.  An 
interesting piece of contemporary Loyalist literature.  $1500.

 Archive of a Scientist at White Sands Proving Grounds
in the Early Years of the Cold War

 81. Stark, Warren Alfred: Baldwin, Jean: [ARCHIVE OF CORRESPON-
DENCE BETWEEN WARREN ALFRED STARK AND JEAN 
STARK (NÉE BALDWIN), DURING HIS TIME AS MISSILE 
ENGINEER AND “BROOMSTICK SCIENTIST” AT WHITE 
SANDS PROVING GROUNDS, NEW MEXICO, 1950 – 1952, IN-
CLUDING A LETTER WITH SKETCHES OF THE BASE AND 
A DESCRIPTION OF A V-2 TEST]. [White Sands, N.M.; Fort Dix, 
N.J.; Amityville, N.Y.; Texas; and other places. 1950-1952]. 242 letters, the 
great majority being manuscript letters, a few are typed. Also included are 
fifty-five photographs and assorted ephemera (described below). Letters folded, 



almost all in stamped envelopes. Photographs starting to curl at edges, one 
with several creases and old repaired closed tear. Overall very good. 

A fascinating archive of letters, photographs, and ephemera from missile researcher 
Warren A. Stark’s time in the United States Army at the White Sands Proving 
Grounds in New Mexico during the Korean War, 1950-1952.  Included in the col-
lection are several letters describing Stark’s experiences at White Sands, the grounds 
of the base and security precautions, his daily routine, the command structure, and 
the missile tests being conducted.  In one long letter Stark provides sketches of the 
base and describes a V-2 rocket launch that he observed.  This letter is a remarkable 
survival, considering the very high security measures that were in place at such an 
important military research facility.  This collection, which also includes many letters 
to Stark from his girlfriend (later his wife), gives an uncommonly candid look at 
the life of a scientist at one of the most important American missile development 
sites in the early years of the Cold War, when the Soviet Union was undertaking 
its own accelerated nuclear program, and the United States felt the urgent need to 
make rapid progress in missile technology. 

Warren Stark (1928-2011) was one of the so-called “Broomstick Scientists.”  
Members of the 1st Ordinance Guided Missile Support Battalion, they were en-
listed men with advanced education in science and engineering who were specifi-
cally sought out, drafted, and assigned to White Sands to assist on several missile 
projects, in particular the V-2 and related rocket programs.  According to Loretta 
Hall, “These young, highly educated servicemen advanced quickly through military 
ranks, sometimes to the consternation of more traditional Army personnel.  In fact, 
a supervisor once told members of the group that he was no more impressed with 
them than he would be by a bunch of broomsticks.  Hereafter, the group adopted 
the name ‘Broomstick Scientists’....” 

In this archive thirty-nine letters are from Stark to his girlfriend/fiancée/wife, 
Jean Anne Baldwin Stark (1928-1999), during his time at White Sands; twenty-four 
to Jean from other locations including Fort Dix, where he did basic training, and El 
Paso, when he was in the hospital briefly due to a ruptured appendix.  Eighty-eight 
letters are from Jean to Warren Stark, another thirty-four to Stark from his parents 
and brother, and fifty-five letters to Stark from family and friends.  Although in 
his letters to Jean he is very chatty and can wax quite romantic, he occasionally 
veers into extended technical digressions on engineering and rocketry, along with 
everyday duties on base.  Many of the letters from White Sands are written on his 
unit stationery, with “9393 Technical Service Unit / White Sands Proving Grounds 
/ Las Cruces, New Mexico” and the unit’s ordnance emblem printed in red. 

In earlier letters from Fort Dix, Stark gives accounts of basic training, including 
gas mask practice with tear gas, rifle instruction, throwing grenades, and operating 
a rocket launcher (bazooka), with abundant detail on how the bazooka functions, 
its destructive capability, and so forth (December 18, 1950).  Once in New Mexico, 
Stark writes about the landscape (utterly new to him) and his somewhat controversial 
plans for their pending wedding. 



In one particularly interesting letter to Jean of March 8, 1951, eighteen pages 
in length, Stark provides in-depth information and sketches of the base at White 
Sands and the launch of a V-2 rocket.  He begins the letter talking about practicing 
handball, and provides a sketch of the handball court, relative to the tennis courts 
and baseball field on base.  Returning from the William Beaumont Army Hospital 
in El Paso, Stark describes the approach to Las Cruces and “good-sized farmhouses 
which were very different from any I’m used to seeing.  They were low, adobe (I 
think) buildings with flat roofs.  Maybe you’d call them haciendas or something....
Then we hit the L-O-N-G road to W.S.P.G.”  Somewhat inexplicably, he continues, 
“By the way, here’s the general layout of the camp,” and follows with a somewhat 
vague sketch of the base, with areas designated “Housing, technical, administra-
tive etc. areas of W.S.P.G.” and an arrow pointing west towards “Desert & Rocket 
Range with Launching Platforms.” 

Stark goes on: “The post isn’t shaped like that, but it is nestled in the large 
curve of the Organ Mountains, which have radar stations & static test stations for 
the rocket motors, located in them.  I’d love to nestle up close to you....”  Stark 
then describes going to the darkroom at the base service club with a fellow soldier: 

You see, they fired the big V-2 rocket at 8:18 Thursday night & he wanted me 
to help while he tried to get a negative developed.  Presumably, no photos other 
than those of an official nature were to be taken, but since the commanding 
officer had his camera ready, others use their discretion in the matter too.  Well, 
the “big secret” photo turned out to be like this: [he draws a small dot with 
an arrow pointing to it] that’s all that appeared on the negative, even smaller.  
And that was just the exhaust flames.  In the dark, nothing else could be seen.  
I’ve enclosed a clipping on the “shoot.” 

Stark then describes the rocket starting to topple and then fall back to the earth, 
exploding with a tremendous force.  Perhaps aware of the information he was dis-
closing, Stark adds: “Now, restrictions are being tightened....Jean, let me know if 
this or any other letters are opened or censored before they get to you.”  Apparently 
this letter was acceptable to the censors, or no one was checking. 

In a letter a few weeks later, on March 30, 1951, Stark explains the raise he and 
his unit will be getting (starting in April) and remarks: “So tomorrow is a big day 
for us ‘broomstick scientists,’ as we’re ‘affectionately’ called by other members of 
the 9393rd TSU who aren’t in the 1st Ordnance G.M. Support Bn.  Do I resemble 
a witch cruising aloft on a jet-propelled broomstick?”  He goes on to explain that 
he’ll be taking a “13 (or 17) week Electronics course being given to those of us 
(like Mech. Engrs.) who haven’t got much Elec. background.”  He then makes the 
interesting comment about the distinctness of his unit ’s facilities: “We have our 
own orderly room (1st Ord. G.M. Supp. Bn.) just as the 9393 TSU has theirs.  
Lt. Col. Clautice, Lt. Col. Collins & Capt. Szabo are the officers in charge of us, 
whereas Capt. MacGaffick is Commanding Officer (C.O.) of the 9393 & we are 
actually his guests until they build barracks especially for the 1st Ord. G.M. Supp. 
Bn.  This is to clear up the division of authority here....”  In his letter of December 



11, 1950, Stark had discussed his meeting with the sergeant for Classification and 
Assignment, when he was initially told he would be recommended for Fort Myers, 
Virginia: “That is merely a farther screening point where tech. men are channeled 
anywhere from advanced schools to work & research on A-bomb plants, etc.”  There 
was also talk of a commission, because of his college degree, but the quota was filled.  
“So...I was classified as Branch Material Shipment to the Ordnance Corps.  This 
high-faluting [sic] term means I’ll probably be sent to Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
Maryland....Aberdeen may be just another place to screen me & ship me elsewhere 
so I’m not getting my hopes up....” 

In his letter of May 22, 1951, Stark explains that the “electronics lab has been 
moved to another area in the industrial tech. enclosure & I’ve been issued a pass 
like so: [he draws the ID card] I look like a convict!”  Despite ongoing hopes of 
being stationed closer to home (Brooklyn), he writes on June 11, 1951: “The only 
thing preventing me from requesting a transfer to Aberdeen Proving Grounds in 
Maryland (which is nigh impossible to get) is the fact that certain MOS numbers 
(Military Occupation Specialty) are exempt from overseas duty.  All of us in the 
Support Bn. are in this category.  I’ll tell you all about it later....”  Unfortunately, 
if he did elaborate in letters, they are not included in this collection. 

Many of Stark’s letters have substantial enclosures: newspaper clippings, Catholic 
devotional booklets (he was a very devout Catholic), recipes, the odd lingerie ad 
(suggestions for Jean), six issues of Wind and Sand (the base newspaper for W.S.P.G.), 
the list of new Privates First Class including Stark’s name (and his PFC stripes), 
and an issue of Time magazine.  Jean’s letters are not usually as chatty or flirty as 
those of Stark.  She writes a great deal more about finances and planning for daily 
life after Stark’s return, her problems with Stark’s mother, and her frustration with 
his religiosity: “Before I close this letter I have one more idea that’s been bothering 
me.  I wish you’d do me one favor – stop writing so much about religion.  Maybe 
you should have been a priest, but since you aren’t don’t preach to me so much” 
(May 21, 1951).  Her tone is usually much more measured, giving what is likely a 
far more accurate assessment of their relationship than Stark’s sometimes cloyingly 
romantic letters.  She also writes candidly about a variety of health issues, several 
related to gynecological problems, including birth control, unusual bleeding, and 
other irregularities.  She also alludes to dizzy spells, and other conditions which 
appear to be related to depression or anxiety. 

The photos include a photo postcard from White Sands Proving Grounds, as 
well as three photos of V-2 launches, captioned in manuscript on the verso, one 
with the note, “German V-2 rocket.”  The majority of photos are of the Armed 
Forces Day Parade in Las Cruces (May 17, 1952) (including several duplicate im-
ages), with Stark’s unit marching in formation, two with Stark’s captions on the 
verso; one photo is of Stark’s class at Pratt Institute, 1947, with names on the verso. 

White Sands Proving Grounds was established on July 9, 1945 and is now the 
largest military testing agency, covering nearly 4,000 square miles in and around 
Las Cruces, New Mexico.  It includes the White Sands Missile Range, which is the 



testing area where Stark worked.  The first plutonium bomb test in the world, code 
named “Trinity,” was exploded on July 16, 1945 at the Trinity Testing Site, which 
is near the northern boundary of W.S.P.G.  After World War II the U.S. launched 
“Operation Paperclip,” a secret program that successfully recruited ex-Nazi scientists 
and engineers (most prominently Wernher von Braun) to work for the American 
military.  With them came over a hundred captured V-2 rockets to White Sands.  
The military commandeered 300 railroad cars and closed 230 miles of highway in 
order to transport the rocket components to New Mexico.  Von Braun and several 
other German scientists were charged with helping assemble the rockets.  Between 
1946 and 1951 the Army fired sixty-seven V-2 rockets from White Sands.  In 1950 
von Braun and his team were transferred to Huntsville, Alabama, where von Braun 
led the Army’s rocket development team at Redstone Arsenal, which led to the 
Redstone rocket, the basis for the first live nuclear ballistic missile tests conducted 
by the U.S.  Von Braun’s team then developed the Jupiter-C, a modified Redstone 
rocket, which successfully launched America’s first satellite, Explorer 1, on January 
31, 1958, signaling the birth of the space program. 

According to his obituary, after the Army, Stark returned to New York and earned 
a master’s degree in Mechanical Engineering at New York University in 1956.  He 
went on to work in the aerospace industry for a number of companies, including 
Reaction Motors, Thiokol Chemical, and Grumman Aerospace.  He remained an 
avid handball player. 

A fascinating look at the life and service of a scientist who was on the ground 
floor of the space program. 

 Loretta Hall, Space Pioneers: In Their Own Words (Rio Grande Books, 2014). $7500.

 Log Book of a Federal-Era American Trading Vessel:
A Voyage to Calcutta and Shipwreck off the English Coast

 82. [Trade Voyage Log Book]: [Hubbart, Samuel]: [EXCEP TIONAL 
DAILY LOG BOOK FOR THE FINAL VOYAGE OF THE SHIP 
WASHINGTON, AN AMERICAN MERCHANT VESSEL IN THE 
FEDERAL-ERA TRADING IN INDIA AND ON ITS WAY TO 
GERMANY BEFORE WRECKING OFF THE COAST OF ENG-
LAND]. [Mostly at sea from New York, with stops in Calcutta, Saint Helena, 
Ascension Island, and Cornwall, England]. July 4, 1795 – July 2, 1796. [246]
pp. Square folio. Original crude burlap covers, stab-sewn with thick string. A 
bit toned and foxed, occasional ink or tobacco burns. Very good. 

A remarkable artifact of early American naval commerce, containing the sailing 
directions and shipboard activities of the “Ship Washington of Philadelphia,” which 
sailed from New York to Calcutta, rounding the southern tip of Africa and visit-
ing Saint Helena and Ascension Island before crashing on the rocks at Cornwall, 
England on the way to Hamburg, Germany.  The log contains a navigational ledger, 
with locations, headings, wind, and weather remarks, along with occasional sick 



lists, names of men “unfit for duty,” those put on light duty, temperatures, and 
other information.  The remarks are quite detailed and specific regarding shipboard 
work and activity. 

The captain of this final voyage of the ship Washington was Samuel Hubbart, 
but the identity of the sailor who kept this log is unknown.  The ship departed 
New York on July 4, 1795 and reached Calcutta on August 31.  Without the need 
for recording navigational data while in port, the log’s author switches from the 
ledger-style format and writes longer, more-detailed daily entries describing the 
crew’s activities.  The crewmen mentioned include pilots, boatswains, carpenters, 
coopers, caulkers, sailmakers, and others.  Most of the entries pertain to the main-
tenance of the ship while anchored in the bay.  Numerous mentions are made of 
crew on board fixing various equipment, including types and amounts of supplies.  
A few entries note the employment of Indian “Cooleys” on board the ship, making 
various repairs.  An interesting incident of September 17 bears relating: “Hearing 
a noise upon the main Deck Mr. Naylor went to see what was the matter – upon 
engaging found Abraham Moor had struck Thomas Williams (the Cook) as Moor 
said for wanting to trouble a girl which Moor had on board – Mr. Naylor told him 
he should not ill use that man for he had every reason to believe it to be false what 
he alledged against the Cook.  Moor said he did not come here to be jawd by a 
black Man.S.”  After swearing he would “never go home” on the Washington, Moor 
literally jumped ship just after this confrontation, and hid on another ship before 
being found and brought back to the Washington “in irons.” 

In early November a few entries mention the ship receiving a supply of sugar, 
taking on “Three Burr Load of Sugar” on November 7 and two more “Burr Load” 



two days later.  Subsequent entries detail the loading of several “Burr Load of Bales” 
and “one hundred bags of ginger.” 

Over the course of the ship’s time at Calcutta the author mentions encounters 
with at least four other American ships: the Ganges, the Hamilton, the Major 
Pinkney of Charleston, and the “American Ship Camilla of New York arriv’d here 
from London.” 

By early February the Washington left Calcutta for the voyage to Hamburg 
(spelled variously here as “Hamborough” and “Hamburgh”), though the ship would 
never make it to Germany.  On March 15 and again on April 6 the recordist notes 
an inventory of the ship’s water supply.  By March 23 the ship reaches a point 
“perpendicular on Cape Lagulas Bank,” the southernmost point of Africa.  About 
a week later the punishment of a drunken sailor is reported: 

Joseph Gonrabby(sp?), who has for some time past been addicted to Drunke-
ness, and no person on board having given him any liquor, he was discovered 
this morning to have taken from the Ships stores about half a Gallon of rum, 
and from his being frequently very drunk there is no doubt of his having been 
Guilty of the same offence before, for which Capt. Hubbart is necessitated to 
order his Boatswain to flog him.  Accordingly mustered all hands aft, and give 
him one and a half dozen lashes.

On April 16 the Washington arrived at the remote island of Saint Helena in the 
South Atlantic Ocean, sending “the Boat on shore with an Officer to the Governor 
for permission to Anchor.”  Here the Washington restocked supplies, including 
water, potatoes & other vegetables, rice, and bread, before embarking for Ascension 
Island, which they reached on April 25.  The author remarks on the “number of 
remarkable rocks like pyramids” and “a low point of black Rocks, with a fine white 
sandy beach back of it” witnessed at Ascension Island.  The Washington spent one 
night at Ascension, where a group of men went ashore in order to “spend the Night 
in Catching Turtle in the different Bays.”  The crewmen caught twelve turtles and 
brought them aboard ship before continuing their journey. 

While heading north to Europe, the Washington was boarded on May 17 by the 
“Quebec British Frigate Cap J Cook in Company with the Carnatic 74 Rear Admr 
Powel with a convoy of 21 sail of Transports & Gun boats with 10,000 Troops on 
board bound for Martinico [Martinique].”  On June 7 they again encounter another 
ship, “a Spaniard from some port in South America bound for Cadiz, out 3 months 
& 10 days – we cannot understand rightly what port she was from.” 

Then on June 18 disaster struck the Washington as it ran aground at the Lizard 
Rocks off Cornwall, England.  The log book records the ship’s demise: 

The weather still very thick and hazy.  At 9pm hearing the Surf break on 
shore took in all the studding sails, Braced the Yards sharp, and hauled to the 
Southward, finding ourselves in amongst the Rocks off the Lizard, have all 
aback and endeavored to get her out from among them but the Flood tide, 
making very strong, drove the Ship so hard upon the Rocks that with every 
endeavour we found it impracticable to get her off she having settled on them 



& the strength of the tide Thumping her very hard upon the Rocks, sounded 
the Pump and found she made water very fast.  Fired several Guns as a signal 
of Distress which brought several boats off from the Shore to our assistance....

For the next couple of weeks the crew of the Washington participated in “discharg-
ing the cargo” from the ship so that it is not “plundered by the natives,” sending 
everything to Falmouth, “where the Goods are deposited under the protection of a 
Custom house Yaught.”  The log book mentions one crewman of the Washington 
“threatening revenge on Captain Hubbart.”  Another crewman is put “under a Guard 
of Soldiers” after selling off some of the muslin stored in the bales rescued from 
the wreck.  Here the ship’s log ends, along with the career of the Ship Washington. 

A unique record of the last voyage of an early American trading vessel, with 
insight into late 18th-century navigational methods and the commercial interests 
of Federal-era America.  $9750.

 Trumbull Writes Benjamin West

 83. Trumbull, John: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM JOHN 
TRUMBULL TO BENJAMIN WEST]. Paris. April 12, 1795. [1]p. Old fold 
lines, though very faint. Chipped along left side of sheet, not affecting text. Minor tears 
along fold lines on right side; small tear along right side affecting text but without loss. 
Bright and clean. Very good. 

John Trumbull writes to his friend and instructor, painter Benjamin West, regard-
ing the purchase of several paintings.  This was written during Trumbull’s time as 
John Jay’s secretary on the Jay Treaty Commission, after he had been sent to France 
to discuss the Treaty with James Monroe, the United States minister to France.  
Trumbull was delayed in France, awaiting orders, and filled his time by collecting 
art with the help of connoisseur Jean-Baptiste Pierre Lebrun.  The letter, sent from 
Paris, reads: 

Dear Sir,  You recollect my asking your opinion with respect to the prudence 
of purchasing pictures at present.  I have been tempted to purchase a number 
which are now packing up to be sent forward as soon as possible, and I hope 
soon to have the pleasure of shewing you several such as we seldom see.  Among 
them is a large landscape by Berghem [probably the Dutch painter Nicolaes 
Pieterszoon Berchem], clear and beautiful as Claude.  It is allowed here to have 
no equal among his works except one which is in the National Museum – a 
small picture by Nicholas Poussin, Christ in the Garden of Olives, the most 
beautiful thing I ever saw – a small picture a Religious Allegory by Guido – a 
St. John by Murillos – a Virgin, Child & Angels by Schidone – another by 
Augustin Carrache, a Magdalen by Carlo Dolci, another by LeSoeur – a Holy 
Family small & beautiful by Nicholas Poussin – Two capital Landscapes by 
Salvater – two capital pictures by Teniers, &c &c.  They have been bought with 
the assistance of LeBrun’s Judgment, and are most of them from celebrated 



collections.  I have directed them to remain in the King’s Warehouse until I 
arrive which I hope will be in five or six weeks.

This letter provides an insight into Trumbull’s own collecting interest and artistic 
influences. 

Hailed as the official painter of the Revolution, Trumbull studied painting and 
art in England and France.  The youngest son of the governor of Connecticut, the 
elder John Trumbull very much wanted his son to go into law.  Trumbull did study 
the law, but gladly joined the fight against the British when the Revolution broke 
out.  He eventually served as Washington’s second aide-de-campe, having been 
brought to the General’s attention through some very accurate drawings he had 
made of British gun emplacements.  He rose to the rank of colonel as a deputy 
adjutant-general, but resigned the commission he finally received because it was 
dated three months late, a slight his honor could not tolerate.  He refused to return 
to the law, finding it quite distasteful, and chose instead to pursue his true passion, 
art, against his family’s wishes.  Though he was never particularly wealthy in this 
pursuit, he did achieve a certain amount of success in his own lifetime.  Among 
his most famous works are those commissioned in 1817 by Congress to adorn the 



Capitol building: “The Surrender of General Burgoyne at Saratoga,” “The Surrender 
of General Cornwallis at Yorktown,” “The Declaration of Independence,” and “The 
Resignation of General Washington.” 

 DAB XIX, pp.11-15. Helen A. Cooper, John Trumbull: The Hand and Spirit of a Painter
(Yale, 1982), pp.10-11. $7500.

 Early Vietnam Photo Album from an American Sailor

 84. [Vietnam War]: [ANNOTATED VERNACULAR PHOTOGRAPH 
ALBUM CAP TURING SCENES IN HONG KONG, SAIGON, 
AND PAGO PAGO EARLY IN THE VIETNAM WAR]. [Hong 
Kong, Saigon, Da Nang, Pago Pago, and other places]. 1960-1963. Eighty-
seven photographs, most in color, most about 3½ x 3½ inches, including 
twelve slightly larger photographs laid in. Narrow quarto. Photograph album 
of black textured cloth, gilt label on front board. Photographs in generally 
nice condition. Very good. 

An interesting collection of color and black-and-white vernacular photographs 
taken by an unidentified Navy Midshipman or Marine serving in southeast Asia 



in the early years of American involvement in Vietnam.  Twenty-four images are 
captioned on the verso, often identifying the time and place of the photographs, 
some of which were taken on ship and others on the ground.  The majority of the 
photographs emanate from 1963, either from the caption or a date stamp in the 
margin of the photographs.  They feature street scenes and various buildings in Hong 
Kong and Vietnam, views from the serviceman’s ship, shots of servicemen gathered 
in the mess hall, views of fishing and various buildings in Pago Pago, and more. 

The captions provide a good cross-section of the nature of the photographs, a 
sampling of which read: “President Diems & Madame Nhus Palace being constructed 
– They were working on it when I came Feb 1963 August”; “Boulevard going to-
wards Saigon August 63”; “Boats at river front Saigon August 63”; “Company Area 
V.T.T. Heli. Co. August 1963”; “Da Nang – S. Viet Nam”; “Chinese painting the 
ship – this is in Hong Kong”; “Bura boat alongside the ship selling goods in Hong 
Kong”; “One of the boats people live on in Hong Kong. Notice the laundry drying 
on the top”; “Governor’s Home Pago Pago”; “Ships boat fishing party Pago Pago”; 
and others.  The loose photographs feature naval subjects, such as the hospital ship 
U.S.S. Sanctuary, an officer named “Hamilton,” and two shots of a young man 
onboard the ship who might be the compiler of the present album. 

A nice collection of early Vietnam War vernacular photography with useful 
annotations.  $850.

 Written by Washington
Less Than a Month Before His Death

 85. Washington, George: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM 
GEORGE WASHINGTON TO HIS LONG-TIME FRIEND AND 
FELLOW VIRGINIAN, RALPH WORMELEY, REGARDING 
AN INABILITY TO TRAVEL AT HIS ADVANCED AGE AND 
ALLUDING TO HIS APPOINTMENT AS COMMANDER-IN-
CHIEF OF AMERICAN FORCES DURING THE QUASI-WAR 
WITH FRANCE]. Mount Vernon. November 18, 1799. [1]p. Some damp-
staining. Very good. Matted and framed with portrait. 

Less than a month before his death, George Washington answers a letter from a 
fellow landed gentleman of Virginia, Ralph Wormeley.  Washington opens the let-
ter by quashing a rumor that he was planning to visit Norfolk, Virginia, admitting 
he had not “been farther from home since I left the Chair of Government, than 
the Federal City,” adding in the margin, “except when I was called to Philadelphia 
by the Secretary of War.”  He adds that his advancing age “will circumscribe my 
Walks; unless, which heaven avert! I should be obliged to resume a military career.” 

This last point is an allusion to Washington’s appointment as Commander in 
Chief during the Quasi-War with France.  Although Washington had accepted a 
commission as Lieutenant General of the provisional army raised to defend against 
possible land invasion by France, he did so with the full knowledge that Alexander 



Hamilton, Inspector General of the Army, and Tobias Lear, his own personal secre-
tary, would act on his behalf.  Although Washington was ostensibly in good health, 
he had begun to slow down.  The week prior to this letter, the Alexandria Dancing 
Assembly had invited the Washingtons to an event, but he begged off, commenting 
famously, “Alas, our dancing days are no more.”  The first President of the United 
States passed away at Mount Vernon after a brief illness on December 14, 1799. 

The recipient of the present letter, Ralph Wormeley, was a bibliophile and 
scholar raised in a genteel Virginia family, but educated at Eton and Cambridge in 
England.  Wormeley was most well-known in his day for being a book collector.  
He inherited the largest book collection in Virginia at his family estate at Rosegill 
and added to it during his lifetime.  Wormeley’s English ancestry and schooling 
bred a fierce loyalty in him to Great Britain, and he was roundly criticized during 
the Revolutionary War period for being a Royalist.  Wormeley found himself in hot 
water after penning a loyalist letter to John Randolph in April 1776, after which 
he was fined 10,000£ and confined to his family’s hunting lodge about ten miles 
south of Charles Town. 



Despite his Tory tendencies, Wormeley and Washington were long-standing 
friends, since at least 1764, and Wormeley served as a member of both the Virginia 
Governor’s Council and the Virginia House of Delegates.  Washington’s fondness 
for Wormeley can be seen in the present letter, which he concludes: “I am not less 
obliged to you, however, my good Sir, for your polite invitation to Rosegill; and if 
events (at present unforeseen) should ever call me into those parts, I certainly shall 
avail myself of it.  Mrs Washington feels obliged by your kind remembrance of her; 
and unites with me in best respects to yourself & Lady.” 

The present letter comes after an earlier correspondence in May 1799 between 
the two men, in which Wormeley asks Washington for letters of recommendation 
to John Jay, Alexander Hamilton, Henry Knox, and Benjamin Lincoln in an at-
tempt to get one of his sons into Harvard.  Washington obliged his friend, at least 
with regard to Knox and Lincoln, as letters to both from Washington dated May 
22, 1799 survive today.  In his letter to Knox, Washington describes Wormeley as 
“a Gentleman of respectability in his own State; a friend to the Constitution & 
Government of the Union; and a person of Information....” 

A wonderful letter from the Father of America in his final days to his old friend, 
a Loyalist Virginian. 

 Founders Online: https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/06-04-02-0351.
 $37,500.

 Letter from a Prominent Suffragist and Temperance Advocate
to a Noted Female Doctor and Author on Women’s Health

 86. Willard, Frances: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM 
FRANCES WILLARD TO DR. ALICE B. STOCKHAM, RE-
GARDING STOCKHAM’S NEW BOOK]. Evanston, Il. July 31, 1884. 
[2]pp. on a single sheet of Woman’s National Christian Temperance Union 
stationery. Accompanied by a small print of Frances Willard and her mother. 
Old fold lines. Minor wear. Contemporary manuscript notation at top of 
sheet. Very good plus. 

Frances Willard thanks Dr. Alice Stockham for sending along a copy of Stock-
ham’s book on childbirth and women’s health.  Though the title of the book is not 
mentioned, it is almost certainly Stockham’s Tokology: A Book for Every Woman.  
Originally published in 1883, it went through several editions.  Alice B. Stockham 
(1833-1912) was an obstetrician and gynecologist and one of the first American 
women to earn a medical degree.  Frances Willard (1839-1898) was prominent in 
both the suffrage and temperance movements, and was influential in the passage 
of the 18th and 19th amendments (prohibition and votes for women, respectively); 
she also helped found the Woman’s National Christian Temperance Union in 1874.  
Willard’s platform of “Home Protection” as the premise behind suffrage was designed 
to appeal to women everywhere.  She held that if a woman had the right to vote, 
she could better protect her home and family and improve society. 



To Dr. Stockham, she writes: 

Dear friend,  Do not think me unappreciative of your kindness, but I am always 
so pre-occupied that I have time but to ‘dip’ into any book, no matter how 
excellent.  I have thought yours of this class so far as I had opportunity & could 
judge.  My sister brought me one, loaned by you (when I was ill) of unique & 
most interesting character.  I doubt not she has read it more at length than I, 
as I had to leave home when barely up again.  This hasty line is to assure you 
of my appreciation of your kindness in sending the book.

 $1500.

 Banking for Franklin in France

 87. Williams, Jonathan: [AUTOGRAPH LETTER, SIGNED, FROM 
JONATHAN WILLIAMS TO JAMES SEARLE, REGARDING FI-
NANCIAL AFFAIRS IN FRANCE]. Nantes. September 12, 1780. [3]
pp. Quarto, on a folded folio sheet. Old fold lines. Light dampstaining and 
soiling. Small loss from wax seal, affecting several words of text. Signature cut 
away and reattached with later paper. Fair. In a blue half morocco and cloth 
clamshell case, spine gilt. 

This letter from Jonathan Williams to James Searle discusses financial affairs while 
both men were abroad in France.  Jonathan Williams was the great-nephew of 
Benjamin Franklin, who, during his time in London, took Williams under his wing 
and made him his personal secretary.  At the outbreak of the American Revolution, 
Williams moved to Nantes, where he was made the American agent for inspecting 
arms and supplies shipped to America.  He remained in Europe until 1785, when 
he accompanied Franklin back to the United States.  He served briefly as the first 
superintendent of West Point.  His correspondent, James Searle, was a Continental 
Congressman from Pennsylvania who was appointed special envoy in order to float 
a Pennsylvania state loan in Europe.  In this letter he can be seen acting as banker 
for Franklin.  The letter reads, in part: 

I received 2d & thirds of exchange as follows...4 bills drawn by F. Hopkinson 
dated 12 July on Dr. Franklin for 500 Dollars each $2000, 4 do 400 – $1600  
3 do 300 – $900 – $4500....These bills you order me to keep till I hear further 
from you, and as you have no doubt the firsts with you I shall accordingly 
keep these for further directions.  I am very happy to find our acquaintance 
in London to be yet fresh in your memory, and I shall with pleasure embrace 
every opportunity of cultivating a continuance of it by showing you on every 
occasion how much I esteem your friendly notice of me.  I hear you are in a 
public character, what it is I do not know, but be it what it may I am happy to 
find the interests of my country in your hands.  I do not know your address in 
Paris.  I send this under cover to Doctor [Benjamin] Franklin, and I beg you 
will in answer tell me all you can relative to our affairs in which no man can 
feel himself more interested that I do.

 $1250.



 African-American Troops in the South Pacific

 88. [World War II]: [African Americana]: [COLLECTION OF PHOTO-
GRAPHS, DOCUMENTS, AND CLIPPINGS ASSEMBLED BY A 
MEMBER OF THE SEGREGATED 93rd AMERICAN INFAN-
TRY DIVISION WHILE SERVING IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC 
DURING WORLD WAR II]. [Morotai, Bougainville, Green Island, and 
other locations in the South Pacific. 1945]. Three clasp-bound collections of 
manila folders containing 113 mostly vernacular photographs (occasionally 
captioned in pencil), two divisional newsletters, copies of Japanese surrender 
documents, and numerous news clippings and assorted ephemera related to 
the soldier’s war experiences. Minor dust-soiling to folders, some toning to 
contents. Overall very good. 

An informative collection of photographs, documents, and clippings related to the 
World War II experiences of the African-American 93rd Infantry Division in the 
South Pacific.  The 93rd Infantry Division was a segregated “colored” unit formed 



first during World War I, and reactivated for service in 1944.  The unit was shipped 
to the Pacific Theater, where they served primarily in construction and defensive 
infrastructure operations.  The 93rd occupied Morotai in the Dutch East Indies 
from April to October, 1945, where they witnessed the surrender of the Second 
Japanese Army. 

The material in the present collection is organized in three compilations of clasp-
bound manila folders, with the contents of each compilation annotated in pencil 
on the front cover.  The chief feature of the collection are the 113 photographs 
arranged thematically throughout the first two folders. 

Folder One contains photographs and documents pertaining to the Japanese 
surrender to the division’s commander, Major General Johnson.  There are also 
photographs showing various Japanese troops surrendering to Australian officers, 
including one of a Japanese officer surrendering to Gen. Thomas Blamey at Aus-
tralian field headquarters in Morotai.  A few photographs emanate from a Japanese 
hospital ship “taken over by our Div.” showing “a few in the hospital.”  One photo-
graph features an African-American soldier (perhaps the compiler of this collection) 
smiling in front of a line of surrendering Japanese soldiers.  In the first folder there 
are also two copies of divisional newsletters: one from the 13th Jungle Air Force; 
and another titled Iguana, which was the daily newsletter for the 93rd Infantry 
(we could locate no copies of Iguana in OCLC).  Rounding out the first folder are 
copies of an address on Japanese surrender delivered by Gen. Sir Thomas Blamey 
to Lieutenant-General Teshima, Commander of the Second Japanese Army, “On 
the occasion of the signing of their Surrender Morotai, 9th September, 1945,” and 
a lithographic copy of the “Instrument of Surrender” between the two combatants. 

The front cover of Folder Two is titled in pencil, “Places and People in the 
Netherland East Indies and Green Is. in the Northern Solomons and Bougainville.”  
This folder contains images of Australian soldiers in Morotai; numerous pictures 
of indigenous Morotain people, including men, women, and children; the entrance 
to the Morotai War Cemetery; photos of the 13th Australian Air Force; overhead 
images of an active volcano in Bougainville; pictures of Bob Hope, Carol Landis (a 
popular Hollywood actress who performed extensively for troops during the war), 
and others on a U.S.O. mission at Bougainville; images of various aircraft, includ-
ing B-29 nose art and Japanese planes; a few pictures of dead Japanese soldiers in 
Morotai (captioned “Good Japs”); photographs featuring the invasion of Morotai; 
and other images of the South Pacific islands where the compiler was stationed. 

Folder Three is labeled “Places I’ve Seen” and is composed of beer labels the 
compiler collected during his service, along with numerous newspaper and magazine 
clippings memorializing his unit ’s service.  The clippings indicate the compiler 
also served at Leyte in addition to Morotai, Bougainville, and Green Island in the 
Dutch East Indies. 

An interesting collection of firsthand photographs of an African-American unit’s 
service in the South Pacific during the Second World War.  $1750.


